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PREFACE. 


The introduction and notes, in which the reasons for re-editing 
the Cotton MS. of Mandeville with liardly any emendations will 
be fully stated, are reserved for a later volume. For the present, 
it may be stated that the editor’s choice lay between two principal 
manuscripts, the Cotton MS., first edited in 1725 and since then 
frequently reprinted from that edition, and the Egerton MS., 
edited with full commentary for the Roxburghe Club by Sir 
George Warner (1889). Imperfect as the Cotton version is, 
it adheres very closely to the French original, as represented in 
Sir George Warner’s Anglo-French text, and in two Brussels MSS. 
copied by the present editor. Its mistakes are to a great extent 
duo to the anonymous English translator. They exemplify the 
way in which the growth of literary Middle English was influenced 
by French phraseology, and they are traceable to three main 
causes: (1) the original French book, and a fortiori its Englisher, 
is quite inaccurate in its geography; (2) the Englisher followed a 
faulty manuscript; (3) he was very imperfectly acquainted with 
its language, and very slipshod in his grammar. On the whole, 
his method was that of a schoolboy, who follows his author 
literally, without much attention to sense or idiom. 

For these reasons, the task of distinguishing between original 
mistakes, which an editor has no right to remove, and the copyist’s 
scribal blunders has been found a delicate one, and no attempt has 
been made to produce a coirect or faked text. The punctuation is 
the editor’s. An account of the origin of Mandeville is to be 
found in the Quarterly Review, April, 1917. 

P. H. 
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gUtanderiltya ihiiqlfs. 


1 ljlOR sis moche as the lond bejonde the see pat is to 
JL seye the holy lond pat men callen the lond of pro- 
myssiouw or of beheste passynge aH opere londes it is the 
4 most wortlii lond most excellent and lady t souereyn of aH 
opere londes t is blessed t halewed of the precyous body 
t blood of oure lord jhssu crist; jn tho wliiche land it 
lykede him to take flesch t blood of the virgyne Marie to 
8 envyrone pat holy lond with his blessede feet; And pere 
he wolde of his blessedness enoumbre him in the seyd 
blessed t gloriouse virgine Marie t become man t worche 
many myracles and preche and teche the feyth t tho 
12 lawe of crystene men vnto his children. And pere it. 
lykede him to suffre many repreuynges and scorncs for 
vs And ho pat was kyng of heuene of eyr of erthe 
of see t of aH thinges pat ben contayncd in hem wolde 
16 aH only be cleped kyng of pat lond whan he seyde: 
Rbx sum Iudborum : pat is to seyne: I am kyng of Jewes. 
And pat lond he chees before aH op er londes as the beste 
i most worthi lond t the most vertuouse lond of aH tho 
20 world. For it is the herte and the myddes of all the 
world, Wytnessyngo the philosophere pat seyth thus: 
Virtus rerum in medio COM3I8TIT that is to seye: the 
vertue of thinge* is in the myddes. And in pat lond he 
24 wolde lede his lyf t suffre passioun t doth of jewes for vs 
for to bye t to delyuero vs from peynes of helle And 
from deth wtt/touten ende, the whiche was ordeynd for vs 
for 1 the synne of oure formers fader Adam t for oure 
28 owne synnes also. For as for himself he hadde non 
euyH deserued for he thoughte neuere euyH ne did euyH. 

MANDBVILLS. 


Prologue. 
[1 fol. S o] 


Palestine 
is the best of 
countries; 


there our 
Lord lived 
and died. 


He called 
Himself 
Kins of the 
Jews. 


It is the 
centre of the 
world: 


onr redemp¬ 
tion was 
achieved 
there. 

[1 fol. 16] 


B 
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[prologue, value of the pilgrimage.] 


It WAS 11)118 
honoured 
above all 
lands 
because It 
lies in the 
middle of 
the earth. 


The dearest 
price was 
ottered there 
for redeem¬ 
ing 

mankind. 


How Ho 
loved us 
sinners I 

Therefore 
we may well 
love and 
praise the 
Holy Laud, 
which was 
given to us 
as an 

inheritance. 


[» fol. 3 o] 


Let us strive 
to conquer 
it from the 
unbelievers. 


But the 
lords are too 
covetous 


And he pat was kyng of glorie t of ioye myghte best in 
that place suffre deth because he ches in pat lond ra^here 
pan in ony othere pere to suffre his passioun t his deth. 

For he pat wil pupplischc ony thing to make it openly 4 
knowen he wil make it to ben cryed t pronounced in the 
myddel place of a town so ]>at the thing pat is proclamed 
t pronounced may eufenly strecche to aft parties. Right 
so he pat was formyour of aft the world wolde suffre 8 
for vs at ierttsalem pat is the myddes of the world to 
pat ende t entent pat his passioun t his deth pat was 
pupplischt pere myghte ben knowen euenly to aft the 
parties of the world. See now how dere he boughte man 12 
pat he made after his owne ymage t how dere he a^en- 
boght vs for the grete loue pat he hadde to vs t we neuere 
deserued it to him. For more precyous cateti ne gretter 
raunsoun ne myghte he put for vs pan his blessede body 16 
his precious blood t his holy lyf pat ho thralled for vs t 
aft he olfred for vs pat neuero did synne. Dere god, what 
loue hadde ho to vs his suhiettes whan he pat neuere 
trcspaced wolde for trespassouis.suffre deth ! Right wel 20 
aughte vs for to loue t worecipe to drede t serue such a 
lord and to worschipe t preyse such an holy lond pat 
brought forth such fruyt porgli the whiche euery man is 
saued but it be his owne defaute. Wel may pat lond be 24 
called Mcly table t a fructuouso lond pat was bebledd t 
moysted wtlA the precyouse blode of oure lord jhesu crist, 
the whiche is the same lond pat oure lord behighte vs in 
heritage. And in pat lond he wolde dye as seised for to 28 
leve it to vs his children. Wherfore euery gode cristene 
man pat is of powere t hath whereof scholde peynen him 
witA aft his strengtlie for to conquere oure right heritage 
t chacen out aft the mysbeleeuynge men. For wee ben 32 
clept cristene men after crist oure fader And $if wee he 
right children of crist we oughte for to chalenge the 
heritage pat oure fader lafte vs t do it out of hethene 
mennes hondes. But now pryde couetyse t envye han so 36 
enflawmed the hertes of lordes of the world pat pei are 
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[prologue, value op the pilgrimage.] 

more besy for to disherits here neyghbores more )>an for 
to clialcnge or to conquere here right heritage before seycL 
And the comOun peple pat wolde putte here bodyes t here 
4 catett for to conquere oure heritage )>ei may not don it 
witAouten the lordes. For a somblee of peple witAouten 
a cheuenteyn or a chief lord is as a flok of scheep witAouten 
a schepperde the which departeth t dosparpleth t wyten 
® neuer whider to go. But wolde god pat the temporel 
lordes t att worldly lordes were at gode acord * witA the 
comoun peple wolden taken this holy viage ouer the see 
panne I trowe wel pat witAin a lityl tyme oure right 
12 heritage before seyd scholde be reconsyled t put in the 
hondes of the right hoires of jhesu crist. And for ala 
nioche as it is longe tyme passed pat per was no general! 
passage no vyage ouer the see t many men desiren for to 
16 here 1 speke of the holy lond t han pereof gret solace t 
comforte, I John Mauudevylle knyght att be it I be not 
worthi pat was born in .Englond, in the town of seynt 
Albonos t passed the see in the jeer of oure lord jhesu 
20 crist .Mitt ccc t xxij. in the day of seynt Michett t hiderto 
haue ben longe tyme ouer the see t haue seyn t gon 
)>orgh manye dyuerse londes t many prouynces t kyng- 
domes i jles And haue passed }>orghout Turkye Ermonye 
24 the litytt t the grete porgh Tartarye Percye Surrye Arabye 
Egypt the high t the lowe thorgh lybye Caldee t a gret 
portie of Ethiope )>orgh Amazoyne Indo the lasse t the 
more a gret partio t thorgh out many othere jles J>ot ben 
28 abouten Inde where dwellen many dyuerse folk t of dyuerse 
maneres t lawes and of dyuerse schappes of men Of 
whiche londes t jles I schatt speke more pleynly here after 
And I schatt devise jou sum portie of thinges |>at pere ben 
32 whan tyme schatt ben after it may best come to my mynde. 
And specyally for hem fat witt t are in purpos for to 
visite the holy citee of Iemsolem t the holy places pat are 
}>ereaboute. And I schatt tett the weye pat )>ei schutt 
36 holden thider Fox I haue often tymes passed t ryden pat 
way witA gode companyc of many lordes, god be thonked. 


and envioua, 
and the 
commoners 
want 
leaders. 


If all would 
only agree, 
we should 
soon regain 
our 

inheritance. 


As it is 
some time 
since the last 
Crusade,I, 
John Maun* 
devylle, who 
have 

travelled far 
and wide, 
will tell you 
of some of 
the things 
that I have 
seen. 

P fol. 3 b] 


To intending 
pilgrims I 
will tell the 
way. 
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I have trans¬ 
lated this 
book for the 
benefit of 
gentlemen 
ODAcquAint* 
ed with the 
Latin 
tongue. 


Por any 
mistakes in 
it 1 ssk 
forgiveness. 

[i fol. 4 a) 


Ch. I. 


Many ways 
lead to 
Jerusalem. 


One road 
leads 
from the 
West 

through the 
states of the 
King of 
Hungary, 
who is lord 
over 

Sclavonia, 
Cumanla, 
Bulgaria 
and pert of 
Russia. 


[prologue, value op the pilgrimage.J 

And ^ee schuH vndiretonde J»ot I haue put this boke out 
of latyn in to frensch t translated it a$en out of frensch 
in to Englyssch pat euery man of my nacioun may vnder- 
stonde it. But lordes t knyghtes t others noble t worthi 
men pat conne not latyn but lityH t han ben be^onde the 
see knowen t vnderstonden $if I seye trouthe or non. 
And $if I 1 err in deuisynge for for^etynge or eti Jwt )>ei 
mowe redresse it t amende it For thinges passed out of 
longe tyme from a mannes mynde or from his syght 
turnen sone in to for^etynge because pat mynde of man ne 
may not ben comprehended ne with holden for the freeltee 
of mankynde. 


8 


12 


TO TECHE *OU THE WEYE OUT OF ENGLOND 
TO COSTANTYNOBLE. 

I N the name of god glorious t aUmyghty he pat wil 
passe ouer the see t come to londe after the contree 
pat he cometh fro manye of hem comen to on ende. But 
troweth not pat 1 wil tett jou aH the townes t cytees t 16 
castelles pat men schuH go by for J>an scholde I make 
to longe a tale But att only summe con trees t most prin- 
cypaH stcdes j>at men schuB gone )>orgh to gon the righte 
way. First ^if a man come from the west syde of the 20 
world as Engelond Irelond Wales Skotlond or Norweye 
he may $if J>at he wole go )>orgh Almayne * )>orgh the 
kyngdom of hungarye pat marcheth to the loud of 
Polayne t to the lond of Pannonye t so to Slesie. And 24 
the kyng of hungarie is a gret lord and a myghty t 
holdeth grete lordschippes t meche lond in his hond. 
For he holdeth the kyndom of hungarie Solauonye t of 
Comanye a gret part t of Bulgarie pat men clepen the 28 
lond of Bougiera t of the reme of Koussye a gret partie 
where of he hath made a Duchee pat lasteth vnto the 
lond of Niflan \ marcheth to Pruysse. And men gon 
porgh the lond of this lord )>orgh a cytee pat is clept 32 
Cypron t by the casteH of Noiseburgh t be the euyH 
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[CH. I. THE WAY TO CONSTANTINOPLE.] 


town pat sytt toward the end of hungaryo And }>e[re] 
passe men the ryuer of Danubee. This ryuore of Danubee 
is 1 a futt gret ryuer t it goth in to Almayne vnder the 
4 Lilies of lombardye and it receyueth in to him .xl. ojwo 
ryueres And it renneth J>orgh hungarie t )>orgh Grece t 
jjorgh Tracliie t it entreth in to the see (*) toward the Est 
so rudely t so scharply pat the water of the see is fressch t 
8 holdeth his s wetness .xx. inyle wttAin tho see. And after 
gon men tb Bolgraue t entren into the lond of Bourgrea t 
pere passe men a briggo of ston J>at is vpon the ryuer of 
Marrok t men passen porgh the lond of Pyncemarcz t 
12 comen to Grece to the cyteo of Nye and to the cytee of 
fynepape t after to the cyteo of Dandrenoble t after to 
Constantynoble pat was wont to be clept Bezanzon. And 
pere dwelleth comounly the emperour of Grece. And 
16 pere is the most fayr chirche t the most noble of aH tho 
world t it is of seynt Sophie. And before pat chirche 
is the ymago of Justynyan the om per our couered wttA 
gold. And he sytt vpon an hors ycrowned t and he was 
20 wont to holden a round appeH of gold in his liond but it 
is fallen out pereoi. And men seyu pere pat it is a tokene 
pat the Emperour hath ylost a gret partie of his londee 
t of his lordschipes. For he was w r ont to ben emperour 
24 of Romanic t of Grece of all Asye the lesse t of the 
lond of Surrye of tho lond of Judee, in tho whiche is 
ierusalem t of the lond of Egypt of Percye of Arabye. 
But he hath lost aH but Grece t pat lond he holt all 
28 only. And men wolden many tymes put the apputt into 
the ymage8 hond a$en but it wil not holde it. This 
appuH betokeneth the lordschipe pat he hadde ouer aU 
the * world pat is round. And the tother hond he lifteth 
32 vp a^enst the Est in tokene to manace the mysdoeres. 
This yinage stont vpon a pylere of marble at Costantynoble. 


At Male- 
vllle, the 
Danube is 
crossed, 
wbieh runs 
through 
Greece nnd 
Thrsoeinto 
the 


[» fol. 4 6] 


At Belgrade, 
the land of 
the Bulgers 
is entered, 
then ooines 
that of the 
Fincenati, 
Nish, Philip, 
popoli, 
Adrianople, 
and finally 
Constanti¬ 
nople or 
Byxantiuin. 


Before Ht. 
Sophia 
stands an 
equestrian 
statue of 
Justinian, 
from whose 
hand tho 
apple has 
dropped. 


The Eastern 
Empire is 
now shorn 
of all its 
dominions, 
except 
Greece. 


(* fol. 5 a] 


(*) 80 C. 
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[CH. n. THE CROSS AND CROWN.] 


Ch. II OF THE CROSS AND THE CROUNE OF OURE 
LORD JH-EStf CRIST. 


The True 
Crow, the 
Tunica, the 
sponge and 
reed, and 
one of the 
nails are 
there. 


The cross in 
Cyprus is 
that of the 
good thief. 


The True 
Cross was 

made of 
four kinds 
of wood : 
cypress for 
tne vertical 
piece, palm 
for the 
horizontal, 
cedar for the 
foundation, 
olive for the 
inscription 
over the 
head. 


lful.6 6] 

Cedar is in¬ 
corruptible. 


Cypress is 
aromatic. 


Palm means 
victory. 


A T Costantynoble is the cros of oure lord Jhesu crist and 
his cote witAouten semes pat is clept Tunica incon- 
suti us t the spounge t the reed of the whicho the Jewes 
}aue oure lord eyseti t galle in the cros. And J>ere is on of 4 
the nayles pit crist was nay lied with on the cros. And sum. 
men trowen pat half the cros ])at crist was don on be in 
Cipres in an abbey of monkes pat men callen the hiH of the 
holy cros but it is not so. For )>at cros pit is in Cypre is 8 
the cros in the whiche Dysmas the gode theof was honged 
onne. But att men knowen not pat t )>at is euyH ydon. 

For for profyte of the offrynge p»i seye pit it is the cros 
of ouro lord Jhesu cryst. Aud $ce schuti vnderstonde 12 
pit the cros of oure lord was made of .iiij. manere of trees 
as it is conteyned in this vers: In crucb fit palma 
oedrus CYPRE88U8 olyua. For that pece pat wente 
vpright fro the erthe to the heued was of cypresse t the 16 
pece pit wente ouerthwart to the whiche liis liondes 
weren naylod to was of palme. And the stok that stode 
wit/iin the erthe in the whiche was made the morteys 
was of cedre And the table abouen his heued p&t was 20 
a fote t an half long on the whiche the tytle was writen 
in Ebreu greu t latyn pat was of Olyue. And the Jewes 
maden the cros of theise .iiij. manere of trees for J>ei 
trowod pit oure lord Jhesu crist scholdo hail honged on the 24 
cros als longe as the cros myghto laste t prfore made )>oi 
the foot of the cros of Cedre. For Cedre may not in erthe 
ne in water rote t J>erforo )>ei wolde pat it scholde liauo 
lasted longe. For pei trowed pat the body of crist scholde 28 
haue stonfcen pei made pat pece pzt went from the erthe 
vpward of Cypres for it is wel smellynge so pat the smeH 
of his body scholde not greue men pat wente forby. And 
the ouerthwart pece was of palme for in the olde testa- 32 
ment it was ordeyned pat whan on was ouercomen he 
scholde he crowned with palme. And for pei trowed pat 
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thei hadden the victorye of crist Jhesws ferfore made fei 
the ouerthwart pece of palme. And the table of the tytle 
fei maden of olyue For olyue betokeneth pes, As the 
4 storye of Noe witnesseth whan fat the culuer broughte 
the braunche of Olyue fat betokend pes made betwene god 
t man. And so trowed the Jewes for to haue pes whan 
crist was ded For fei seyde fat he made discord t strif 
8 amonges hem. And $ee schull vndiretonde fat oure lord 
was ynaylled on the cros lyggynge t ferfore he suffred 
the more peyne. And the cristenemen fat dwellen be¬ 
yond the see in Grece seyn fat the tree of the cros fat 
12 wee callen cypress was of fat tree fat Adam ete the 
appuH of t fat fynde )>ei writen. And fei seyn also fat 
here scripture seyth fat Adam was seek and seyde to his 
sone Seth fat he scholde go to the aungeH J>at kepte 
16 paradys fat he wolde senden hym oyle of mercy for to 
anoynte with his membres fat he myghte haue helo. 
And Seth wente but the aungeH wolde not late him 1 come 
in but seyde to him fat he myght not haue of the oyle of 
20 mercy, but he toke him .iij. greynes of the same tree 
fat his fader eet the appett offe t bad him als sone as his 
fader was ded fat he scholde putte feise .iij. greynes 
vnder his tonge t graue him so t so he dide. And of 
24 feise .iij. greynes sprong a tree as the aungel seyde fat 
it scholde [growe] t bere a fruyt forgh the whiclie fruyt 
Adam scholde be saued. And whan Seth cam ajen he 
fonde his fader nere ded and whan he was ded he did 
28 witfc the greynes as the aungeH bad him of the whiche 
sprongen .iij. troes of the whiche the cros was made fat 
bare gotlo fruyt t blessed, oure lord Ihesu crist forgh whom 
Adam t all fat comen of him scholde be saued t delyuered 
32 from dredo of deth wiMouten ende, but it be here owne 
defaute. This holy cros had the Jewes hydd in the erthe 
vnder a roche of the mownt of Caluarie t it lay fere .cc. 
jeer t more into the tyme [of] ( 1 ) seynt Elyne fat was 
36 moder to Constantyn the Emperour of Rome. And sche 

(») fat, C. 


Olive is a 
symbol of 
peace. 


The Eastern 
Christians 
say that the 
Cross was 
made of the 
wood of the 
Tree of 
Knowledge. 

When Adam 
felt death 
near, he 
sent Seth to 
Paradise for 
oil of Mercy, 


[i fol. 6 o] 


but ho was 
only allowed 
three seeds 
of the Tree. 

He was 

hnried with 
those seeds 
uuder his 
tongue; 


from the- 
sprang the 
tnreo trees 
that went to 
the making 
of the Cross. 


For two 
hundred 
years the 
True Cross 
was hidden. 
St. Helena, 
King Coel's 
daughter. 
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[CH. II. THE CROSS AND CROWN.] 


Part of the 
Crown of 
Thorns is in 
tlie Saint* 
Chapelle, in 
Paris. 

[l fol. 6 b] 


This Crown 
is made of 
rushes of the 
sea. 


Tiie other 
part is in 
Constanti¬ 
nople. 


Many thorns 
are broken 
off. 


When our 
Lord was 
first taken, 
lie was 
crowned 
with white 
thorn*. 


Therefore 
while thorn 
is a pro¬ 
tection 
against 
thunder and 
ghosts. 


was dougliter of kyng Cool bom in Colehostre pat wus 
kyug of Engolond pat was clopt panne Brytayne the more 
the whiche the Emperour Constance wedded to his wif 
for her bewtee t gat vpon hire Constantyn pat was after 4 
Emperowr of Rome t kyng of Englond. And $ee scbull 
vndiretonde pat the cros of oure lord was .viij. cubytes 
long And the ouerthwart piece was of lengthe .iij. 
cubytes i an half And .o. partio of the crowne of oure 8 
lord wherwttA he was crowned t on of the nayles t the 
spereheed t many oper relikos ben in Eraunce Mn the 
kynges Cbapeli And the crowne lyth in a vessel! of 
cristall richely dyght. For a kyng of Fraunco boughte 12 
peise relikes somtyme of the Jewes to whom the Fmperonr 
had leyde hem to wedde for a grot summe of syluer. And 
;if aH it bo so pat men seyn pat this crouue is of thornes, 

$ee schull vnderstonde pat it was of jonkes of tho see pat 16 
is to sey russhes of the see pat prykkon als scharpely as 
thornes. For 1 haue scon t beholden many tymes pat of 
parys t pat of Costantyuoblo for pei were botho on made 
of russches of tho see. But men lian departed hem in 20 
,ij. parties of tho whiche .o. part is at Parys t the oper 
part is at Costantynoble. And I hauo on of tho precyouso 
thornes pat semeth licho a white thorn And pat was 
$ouen to mo for gret specyaltee. For pere are many of 24 
hem broken t fallen in to tho vessel! pat tho croune lyth 
in. For pei broken for dryoness wlian men meven hem to 
schewen hem to grete lordes pat comen thider. And $ee 
schull vnder8tond pat oure lord Iheeu in pat nyght pat 28 
he was taken he was ylad in to a gardyn t pere he was 
first examyned right scharply t pere the Jewes scorned him 
t maden him a crowne of tho braunchos of Albespyne pat 
is white thorn pat grew in pat same gardyn t setten it on 32 
his heued so faste t so sore pat the blood ran down be 
many places of his visage t of his necke t of his schuldres. 
And perfore hath the white thorn many vertuos. For 
he pat beretli A braunclie on him percoffe no tlionder ne 36 
no maner of tempest may dere him ne in the hows pat it 
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is juno may non euytt gost eutre no conic vuto the place 
pat it is jnno. And 1 in pat same gardyn seynt Peter denyed 
oure lord thryes. Afterward was oure lord lad forth 
4 before the Bisschoppes t the maystres of the lawe in to 
anoper gardyn of Anne And pere also ho was examyned 
repreuod t scorned and crouned eft wttA a swete thorn pat 
men clepeth Barbarynes pat grew in pat gardyn t pat 
8 hath also manye vertues. And afterward he was lad 
into a gardyn of Cayphas t pere he was crouned w*t/i 
Eglentior And after he was lad into the chambre of 
Pylate t pere he was examynd t crouned. And the 
12 Jewes setten him in a chayere t cladde him in a man tell 
t pere made pei the crouue of jonkes of the see And pere 
pei kneled to liim t skornede him seyengo: Aue Rex 
JuDEORPir, pat is to seye: heyl kyng of Jewes. And of 
16 this croune half is at Parys and the other half at Costan- 
tynoble. And this croune had crist on his heued whan he 
was don vpon the cros t per fore oughte men to worschipe 
it t holde it more worthi pan ony of the othere. And the 
20 spero schaft hath the Emperonr of Almayno but the 
heued is at Parys. And natheles the E in per our of 
Costautynoble seyth pat he hath the spere heed t I haue 
often tyme seen it but it is grottere pan pat at Parys. 


OF THE CYTEE OF COSTANTYNOBLE t OF 
THE FE1TH OF GREKAiS. 


24 A T Costantynoble lyeth seynte Anne oure ladyes moder 

whom seynte Elyne leet brynge fro Ieruealem. And 
pere lyeth also the body of John Crisostom pat was Erche- 
bisschopp of Costanty noble. And pere lyth also seynt 
28 luke the Euuangelist for his bones weren brought from 
Bethanye where 2 he was beryed t many opere relikes ben 
pere. And pere is the vessett of ston as it were of marbel 
pat men clepen Enydros pat eueremore droppeth water t 
32 filleth himself euerich ^eer til pat it go ouer aboue wttA- 
outen pat that men take fro witAjime. Costantynoble is 


[1 fbL 7 a] 

In Annah's 
garden He 
was crowned 
with sweet 
thorn. 


He waa 

twice 

crowned 

afterwards. 


This is the 
Crown now 
divided 
between 
Paris and 
Constanti¬ 
nople, and 
worn on the 
Cross. 

There is one 
spearhead 
in Paris end 
another in 
Constanti¬ 
nople. 


Cli. III. 


The 8lirines 
of 8t. Anne, 
8L John 
Chrysostom, 
and St. Lake 
are in Con¬ 
stantinople. 


P fol. 7 b] 

There is also 
a marble 
vessel for 
ever drop¬ 
ping water 
and filling 
ifself. 
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Constanti¬ 
nople is 
triangular 
and lies 
on the 
Hellespont. 


The ruins of 
Troy are on 
the sea-side. 


The Isles of 
Greece. 


In Lemnos 
Is Mount 
.Athos. 


At Stagira 
Aristotle 
was born, 
and there 
annual cele¬ 
brations 
take place 
near his 
tomb. 


[X fol. 8 a] 

Mount 

Olympus 

stands 

between 
Macedonia 
snd Thrace. 
The shadow 
of Mount 
Athos 
reaches 
Lemnos; 
the air on 
its summit 
is clear 
and dry. 


Philoso¬ 
phers have 
found that 
the dust on 
the summit 
was undis¬ 
turbed after 
a year, 
showing 


a full fair cytee i a gode t a wel walled t it is .iij.cornered. 
And Jjere is an arm of the see hellespont and sum men 
callen it the mouth of Costantynoble And sum men 
callent it the brace of seynt George. And pat arm closeth 4 
the ij. partes of the cytee. And vpward to the see vpon 
J>at water was wont to be the grete cytee of Troye in a 
full fayr playn but Jrat cytee was destroyed by hem of 
Grece t lytyll appereth Jiereof because it is so longe sith 8 
it was destroyed. Abouten Grece )>ere ben many Ilea 
As Calistre Calcas Critige Teshria Mynea Flaxon Melo 
Carpate t Lempne. And in this jle is the Mount Athos 
pat passeth the cloudes. And pere ben manye dyuerse 12 
langages t many contreys pat ben obedyent to the 
Emperour, pat is to seyne Turcople Pyncynard Comange 
t manye othere as Tragye t Macedoigne of the whiche 
Alisandre was kyng. In pat contree was Aristotle bom 16 
in a cytee pat men clepen Stragers a lytil fro the cytee of 
Trachye. And at Stragers lyth Aristotle t pere is an 
awtier vpon his toumbe And pere maken men grete festes 
of hym euery $eer as J>ough he were a seynt. And at his 20 
awtier pei liolden here grete conseilles t here assembleez 
And thei hopen pat )>orgh inspiracioun of god t of him 
pei schuH haue the better conseiH. In this contree ben 
right hyghe 1 hilles toward the ende of Macedonye 24 
And pere is a gret hill pat men clepen Olympus J>at 
departeth Macedonye t Trachie And it is so high pat it 
passeth the cloudes. And pere is anoJ>er hill pat is clept 
Athos pat is so high pat the schadewe of hym recheth to 28 
Lempne pat is an He and it is .lxxvj. myle betwene. And 
abouen at the cop of pat hiH is the eyr so cleer pat men 
may fynde no wynd pere And perioie may ho best lyue 
J>ere so is the eyr drye. // And men seye in this contrees 32 
pat Philosophres some tyme wenten vpon theise hilles t 
helden to here nose a spounge moysted witA water for to 
haue eyr for the eyr aboue was so drye. And abouen in the 
dust t in the powder of J»o hilles pei wroot \ettres t figures 36 
witA hire fyngres t at the jeres ende pei comen ajen t founden 
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the same lettres t figures the whiche )>ei hadde writcn the 
^eor before witAouton ony defaute. And ferfore it semeth 
wel pat theiso hilles passen the clowdes t ioynen to the 
4 pure eyr. At Costantynohle is the palays of the Em per our 
right fair t wel dyght And pere in is a fair place for 
justyngee or for o per pleyes t desportes. And it is made 
with stages t hath degrees aboute pat euery man may wel 
8 se t non greue o per. And vnder )>eiso stages ben stables 
wel yvowted for the emperours hors t att the pileres ben 
of marbeti. And within the chirche of seynt Sophie 
An Emperour somtyme wolde haue biryod the body of 
12 his fader whan he was ded t as j>ei maden the graue J>ei 
founden a body in the ertho t vpon the body lay a fyn 
plate of gold And pera on was writen in Ebru / grou / t 
latyn lettres pat soydon pus : Ibesur cristus nasce 1 tur 
10 de virgine Maria t ego credo in rum. pat is to 
seyno: Jheeu crist schatt be born of the virgyne Marie 
t I trowe in hym. And the date whan it was leyd in the 
erthe was .ij.Mit. ^eer before oure lord was bom And $[it] 
20 is the plate of gold in the thresorye of the chirche. And 
men seyn pat it was hermogene the wise man. And $if 
att it so be pat men of Grece ben cristene 3 ft J>ei varien 
from oure foith For pei seyn pat the holy gost may not 
24 come of the sone but aH only of the fadir. And )>ei are 
not obedyent to the chirche of Rome ne to the pope And 
J>ei seyn pat here Patriark hath as meche power ouer the 
see as the Pope hath on this syde the see. And )>erfore 
28 Pope John the .xxij. semle leWres to hem how cristene feith 
sclioldo 1 jen all on t pat poi scholde ben obedyent to the 
Pope Jxit is goddes (*) [vicario] on erthe to whom god 3 af his 
pleyn powere for to bynde t to assoille t )>erfore ]>ei scholde 
32 ben obedyent to him. And )>ei senten a 3 en dyuerse answeres 
\ amongee othere )?ei seyden jms : Potenciaat tdam 8UAf- 

MAM CIRCA TUOS 8 UBIECTO 8 FIRMITEB CREDIM17S SuPEKBIAM 
TUAAf SUAfMAM TOLERARE NON PO 86 UMDS AUARICIAAf TUAAf 
36 SUAfMAM SACIARE NON INTENDIMUS. DoAf/Nt/S TECUAf QUIA 

vacne. 0. 


that no 
clouds 
reached so 
high. 


The amphi¬ 
theatre at 
Constanti¬ 
nople. 


In St. 
8ophia was 
found the 
grave of 
Herino- 
genes, who 
believed in 
Christ two 
thousand 
vears be¬ 
fore the 
Nativity. 

[l fol. 8 b] 


The Greek 
Church, its 
faith and 
independ¬ 
ence of the 
Pope. 


Pope 

John XXII 
bade the 
Greeks 
submit 
to him. 


They dettod 
and insulted 
him. 
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Wl«t 
miction* 
they use. 

They deuy 
purgatory, 


condone 
carnal sin, 

forbid 

second 

marriages. 


Blmony 
prevails In 
the East 
as In the 
West 


Their rules 
for Lent 
and for the 
weekly 

fast*. 

They forbid 
the Latins 
to use their 
altars. 


They deny 
that Jesus 
used food 
for his body. 
They con¬ 
demn the 
practice of 
shaving, * 
and that of 
eating the 
flesh of 
animals 
forbidden 
in the Old 
Testament. 

[2 fol. 96] 


DOMitwa nobiscum B8T. Jjat is to seye: Wee trowe wel 
pat thi power is gret vpon thi subgettes. Wee may not 
suffre thin high pryde Woo ben not in purpos to fulfille 
thi gret couetyse. lord be witA |>e for oure lord is with vs. 4 
fare well. And oper answere mygftte he not haue of hem. 
And also J>ei make here sacroment of the awteer of therf 
bred for oure lord made it of such bred whan he made his 
mawndee. And on the scherethorsday make 1 J>ei here therf 8 
bred in tokene of the mawndee t dryen it at the sonne 
t kepen it alt the ^eer t ^euen it to seke men in stede of 
goddes body. And )>ei make but ou vnxioun whan J>ei 
cristene children And }>ei anoynte not the soke men. 12 
And thei seye pat pere nys no purgatorie t pat soules 
schuti not liaue nou}>er ioye ne peyne tiH the day of 
doom. And pei seye pat Foraicacioun is no synne dedly 
but a thing pat is kyndely And pat men t wommen scholde 16 
not wedde but ones And whoso weddeth oftere pan ones 
here children ben bastardee t geten in synne And here 
pres tee also ben wedded. And )>ei soy also J>ot vsure is 
no dedly synne. And J>ei sellen benefices of holy chircke 20 
t so don men in o)>ere places, god amende it whan liis 
wille is, And pat is gret sr’aundre. For now is Simonye 
kyng crouned in holy chirche, god amende it for liis 
mercy. And }>ei seyn pat in lentone men schatt not faste 24 
ne synge masse but on the sa ter day t on the sonday. 

And pei faste not on the saterday no tyme of the 3 eer but 
it be cri 8 temass euen or Ester euon. And )>ei suffre not 
the latynes to syngen at here awteres t 3 if thei don be ony 28 
a venture anon |>ei wasschen the awteer w*tA holy water. 

And )>ei seyn pat pere scholde be but . 0 . masse seyd at ou 
awtier vpon . 0 . day. And pei seye also pat oure lord ne 
eet neuere mete but he made tokene of etyng. And also 32 
)>ei seye pat wee synne dedly in schauynge oure berdes. 

For the herd is tokene of a man t ^ifte of oure lord. 

And J>ei seye pat wee synne dedly in etynge of bestes 
pat weren forboden in the olde testemeut t of the 36 
olde lawe as swyn hares t opera bestes 2 pat ckewen not 
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here code. And pei seyn pat wee synnen wlian wee eten 
flessch on the dayes before Asschwednesday i of pat 
pat wee eten flessch the Wednesday t egges t chese vpon 
4 the frydayes And pei acursen aft po pat abstynen hem 
to eten flescli the saterday. Also the Emperour of Cos- 
tantynoble maketh the Patriark the Erchebysschoppes t 
the Bi 8 shoppes t jeueth the dignytees t the benefices 
8 of chirches t depryueth hem pat ben worthy whan he 
fyndeth ony cause And so is he lord bothe temporettt 
spmtueR in his contree. And $if $ee wil wite of here 
.A.B.C. what lettres pei ben here $ee may seen hem 
12 with the names pat pei clepen hem pere amonges hem: 


Other 
variations 
between the 
Churches. 


The Greek 
Brape ror Is 
the head 
of ttair 
Church. 


The Greek 
alphabet 


[Only photographs can do justice to the various alphabets 
contained in Mandeville.] 


OF SEYNT JOHN THE EUUAYGELIST t OF ch. iv. 
YPOCRAS DOUGHTER TRANSFORMED FROAf 
A WOJfMAN TO A DRAGOU.Y. 


A ND aR be it pat peise thingcs touchen not to . 0 . way 
neuerthelcs pci touchen to pat pat I haue hight $ou 
to schewe $ou a par tie of cnstumes t maneres t dyucrsitees 
16 of contrees. And for this is tho firste contree pat is dis¬ 
cordant in feyth t in beleeue t varieth from oure feyth 
on this half the see, perefore I haue sett it here, pat ;ee 
may knowe the dyuersitee pat is betwene oure feyth i 
20 theires. For many men han gret likyng to here speke 
of straunge thinges of dyuerse contreyes. 1 Now returne I 
a^en for to teche 30 U the way from Constantynoble to 
Iertwalem. He pat wol porgh Turkye he goth toward 
24 the cytee of Nike t passeth porgh the $ate of Chieuetout 
t aR weys men soon before hem the hiR of Chieuetont 
pat is right high t it is a myle * an half from Nike. 
And whoso wil go bo watre be the brace of seynt George 
28 t by the see where seynt Nicholas lyetli t toward many 
oper places First men goth to an jle pat is clept Sylo. 
In pat lie groweth Mastyk on smale trees t out of hem 
cometh gomme as it were of plombtrees or of cherietrees. 


These 
variations 
of Church 
rules, 
though no 
part of an 
Itinerary, 
are yet 
curious to 
notice. 


[1 fol. 10 a] 


The land 
road. 


The sea 
voyage. 
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[CH. IV. THE LADY OF LANGO.] 


Path mo*. 


St John 
lived a 
hundred 
years. 


He died and 
was buried 
in EphesiiB. 


His crave 
contains 
mannah, for 
his body is 
in Paradiso. 

The Turks 
hold Asia 
Minor. 

St. John lay 
down in his 
grave alive. 
Some be¬ 
lieve he is 
not dead. 


The soil of 
his grave 
moves as if 
a live thing 
stirred 
below. 

Paters, the 
birthplace of 
St. Nicholas. 

P fol. 10 ft) 


Crete has 
been 

granted to 
the Genoese. 


Hippo¬ 
crates' 
daughter 
has been 
transformed 
Into a 
dragon by 
Diana. 


And after gon men porgh the lie of Pathmos t pere wrot 
seynt John the Euuangelist the apocalips. And $ee 
schuH vnderstonde pat seynt John was of age .xxxij. 3 eer 
whan oure lord suffred his passioun And after his paseioun 4 
he lyuede .Ixvij. $eer And in the .c. ^oer of his age ho 
dyede. From Pathmos men gon vnto Ephesim a faire 
citee t nygh to the see And )>ere dyede seynte John i 
was buryed behynde the high awtiere in a toumbe. And 8 
pere is a fair chirche For cristene men weren wont to 
holden pat place alweys. And in the tombe of seynt John 
is nought but Manna pat is clept Aungeles mete for his 
body was translated in to poradys. And Turkes holden 12 
now aH pat place t the citee t the chirche And all Asie 
the lesse is ycleped Turkye. And $eo schuH vnderstonde 
pat seynt John leet make his graue pere in his lyf t leyd 
himself perejnne alt quyk And perfore sommo men seyn 10 
pat he dyed nought, but pat he resteth pere til the day 
of doom. And foraothe pore is a gret merueyle for men 
may see pere the erthe of the tombe 1 apertly many tymes 
steren t meuen as pere weren quykke thingee vnder. And 20 
from Ephesim men gon porgh many lies in the see vnto 
the cytee of Paterane where seynt Nicholas was bom t 
so to martha where he was chosen to hen Bisschopp t 
pere groweth right g[o]de wyn t strong And pat men 24 
callen wyn of martha. And from thens gon men to the 
He of Crete pat the Emperour $af somtyme to Janeweys 
And panne passen men porgh the lies of Colcos t of 
lango of the whiche lies ypocras was lord oflfe. And 28 
somme men seyn pat in the lie of lango is $it the dougbter 
of ypocras in forme t lykness of a gTet dragoun pat is an 
hundred fadme of lengthe as men seyn, for I haue not seen 
hire. And pei of the lies callen hire lady of the lond 32 
And ache lyeth in an olde castell in a cave t scheweth 
twyes or thryee in the 3 eer and sche doth non harm to 
no man hut jif men don hire harm. And sche was thus 
chaunged t transformed from a fair damysele in to lyk- 36 
ness of a dragoun he a Goddess pat was clept Deane. And 
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[CH. IV. THE LADY OP LANGO.] 


Site can 
only be 
reconverted 
into a 


A bold 
knight of 
Rhodes 
would try 
the adven¬ 
ture, 

[fol. 11 a] 


Another 
young man 
came upon 
the damsel 
iu her fair 
natural 
shape, and 
asked for 
her love. 


men seyn fat sche schal so endure in fat forme of a 
dragoun vnto tyme pat a knyght come pat is so hardy pat 
dar come to hire t kisse hire on fe mouth and fan schall 
4 sche tnme a$en to hire owne kynde t ben a womman ajen ki88 l,er - 
hut after pat sche schaH not lyuen longe. And it is not 
longe sithen fat a knyght of the [hospital of] Rodes pat 
was hardy t doughty in arraes seyde J>ot he wolde kyssen 
8 hire. And whan he was vpon his coursere t wente to 
the casteH t entred in to the cave the dragoun lifte vp 
hire hed a$enst him And whan the knyght saugh hire in 
pat forme so hidous t so horrible he fleygh awey t the J ) n u J e 1 }J 0 ® ed 
12 dragoun bare the knyght vpon a roche mawgree his hede jj*J ®^ c “ t 
And from pat roche sche caste him in to the see t so was the 86a - 
lost bothe hors t man. And also a $onge man pat wiste 
not of the dragoun wente out of a schipp t wente forgh 
16 the He til pat he come to the castell t cam in to the 
cave and wente so longe til pat he fond a chambre t fere 
he saugh a damysele fat kembed hire hede t lokede in 
a myrour. And sche hadde meclie tresoure abouten hire 
20 t he trowede fat sche hadde ben a comoun womman fat 
dwelled fere to resceyue men to folye. And he abode till 
the damysele saugh [t]he schadewe of him in the myrowr. 

And sche turned hire toward him t asked hym what he 
24 wolde And he seyde he wolde ben hire lemman or para¬ 
mour and sche asked him $if fat he were a knyght t he 
seyde nay. And fan sche seyde fat he myglite not ben 
hire lemman But sche bad him gon a$en vnto his felowes 
28 t [let] make him knyght t come a^en vpon the morwe jjjj[ n h d er 
t sche scholde come out of the cave before him t fanne 
come and kysse hire on the mowth. t haue no drede, for 
I schall do fe no maner harm all be it fat fou see me 
32 in lykeuess of a dragoun For fough fou se me hidouse 
t horrible to loken onne I do fe to wytene fat it is 
made be enchauntement. For witAouten doute I am non 
ofer fan fou seest now, a womman, 1 And ferfore drede [ifoi. n bj 
36 fe nought. And $if fou kisse me fou schalt haue all 
this tresoure t be my lord t lord also of all fat lie. And 


She replied 
that he 
must be 
knighted 
first and he 
might then 
gain herself, 
her treasure 


But he must 
not be afraid 
of her 
dragon* s 
shape. 
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[CH. IV. THE LADY OP LANQO.] 


When he 
had been 
knighted, he 
came back, 
but tied in 
terror at her 
eight. 


' She cried 
with sorrow, 
and he Boon 
died. Sin4e 
then, no 
knight can 
Bee her and 
live. 

She may yet 
be freed by 
akiBB. 


Rhodes 
belongs to 
the Hospi¬ 
talers. 

The Coloa- 
sians of 
Paul's 
epistle were 
the people 
of Rhodes. 


lie departed fro hire t wente to his fel owes to schippe t 
leet make him knyght t cam ajen vpon the morwe for 
to kysse this damysele. And whan he saugh hire coraen 
out of the cave in forme of a dragoun so hidouse t so 
horrible he hadde so gret drede \>at he fleygfc a$en to the 
schipp t sche folewed him. And whan sche sawgh \>at he 
turned not a$en sche began to crye as a thing \at hadde 
meche sorwe And Jianne sche turned a}en in to hire cave 8 
And anon the knyght dyede t sithen hiderwardes inyghte 
no knyght se hire but )>at he dyede anon. But whan a 
knyght cometh pit is so hardy to kisse hire he schall not 
dye, but he schall tume the damysele in to hire right 12 
forme t kyndely scliapp t ho schal be lord of all the 
contreyes t lies aboueseyd. And from J>ens men comen 
to the lie of Rodes the whicho lie hospitaleres holden t 
gouernen And J>at token )>ei sumtyme from the Emperour 16 
And it was wont to be clept Collos t so calle it the Turkee 
$it And seynt Poul in his epistles writeth to hem of J»at 
lie Ad Collocknses. This lie is nygli .viij c . myle long 
from Constanty noble. 20 


ch v. [OF DIVERSITIES IN CYPRUS; OF THE ROAD 
FROM CYPRUS TO JERUSALEM, AND OF THE 
MARVELS OF THE FOSS FULL OF SAND.] 


The wines 
of Cyprua. 


In Satalia 
was a lover 
who dese¬ 
crated the 
grave of a 
dead lady. 

Pfol. 12 o] 


A ND from this lie of Rodcs men gon to Cipro where 
. betb many [wynes] (*) )**t first.ben rede t after .o. 

$ere )>ei becomen white And J>eise wynes )>at ben moat white 
ben (*) most clere t best of smett. And men passen be )>at 24 
way be a place J>at was wont to ben a gret cytee \ a gret 
lond i the cytee was clept Cathaillye, the whiche cytee 
1 1 lond was lost J)orgh folyo of a $ongo man. For he had 
a fayr damysele )>at he loued wel to his paramour t sche 26 
dyed sodeynly t was don in a tombe of marble t for the 
grete lust )>at he had to hire he wente in the nyght vnto 
hire tombe t opened it t went in t lay be hire t wente 


(») vynes, C. 


(*) repeated in C. 
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[CH. V. CYPRUS AND ACRE.] 

his wey. And whan it cam to tho ciidc of .ix. moncthes 
pere coin a voys to him t seyde: Go to tho tombe of pat 
womman t open it t behold what }x)u host begoten on 
4 hire * 3 if Jxm lette to go )>ou schalt haue a gret harm. 
And he $ode t opened the tombe t pere flcygfi out an 
Eddere right hidous to seo, the whicho als swythe fleigh 
abonto the cytee i tho contree t sone after the cytoo sank 
8 down t pero ben manye perilouse passages witA oaten 
fayle. From Itodes to Cypre ben .v. myle t more, But 
men may gon to Cypre t come not at Rodes. Cypre is 
right a gode lie and a fair t a gret and it hath .iiij. 
12 princypaH cy tees wit Ain him And pere is an Erchebysshopp 
at Nichosio t .iiij. othere bysschoppes in pat lond. And 
at Famagost is on of the princypall huuenes of the see, 
pat is in the world And J>ore arryuen cristene men t 
16 sarazynes t men of aR nacyons. In Cipre is the hiR of 
the holy cros t pere is an abbeye of monke* blake And 
)>ere is the cros of Dismas the gode theef as I haue seyd 
before, And sumrae men trowen J>at pere is half the cross 
20 of oure lonl but it is not so and J)oi don euyH pat make 
men to beleeue so. In Cipre lyth seynt zenomyne of 
whom men of pat contree maken gret solempnytee. And 
in the casteR of amoure lyth the body of seynt Hyllarie 
24 t men kepen it right 1 worechipfully. And besyde Famagost 
was seynt Barnabee the Apostle bom. In Cipre men 
hunten witA Papyouns pat ben lyche lyberdee t J>ei 
taken wylde bestes right well and j>ei ben somdeH more 
28 J»an lyouns i J>ei taken more scharpelych the bestes t 
more delyuerly J>an don houndes. In Cipre is tho manero 
of lordes t all opero men aH to eten on the ertho, for J>ei 
make dyclies in tho erthe aR aboute in the hallo depe to 
32 the kneo t J>ei do paue hem And whan J?ei wil etc J?ci 
gon pere in t sytten J>cre. And the skyH is for )>ei may 
l>e the more fressch for pat lond is meche more hottore 
))an it is here. And at grete festes t for straungeres J>ei 
36 setten fomies t tables as men don in this contree, but }>ci 
had leuer sytten in the ertho. From Cypre men gon to 

MANDEVILLE. 


An Rdilor 
roue from 
the Knw®t 
and tfte city 
aank down. 


In Cyprna 
is the hnsy 
harbour of 
Fauiagosta. 


In Cyprus 
are the cross 
of the good 
thief, 


and the 
shrines of 
St. Zeno- 
myne and 
St. Hilary. 

[ifol. 12 6] 


Hunting 
]coi*rds are 
used there. 


Meals are 
taken in 
sunk ditches 
in which it 
is cool. 
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Tjrt is the 
first port on 
the passage 
to Jeru¬ 
salem. 


Scriptural 
associations 
of Tyre. 


[1 fol. 13 a] 


Sarphen 
or Sarepta. 


Sydon,the 
home of 
Dido. 


Beyrouth. 


Jaffa. 


[CH. V. CYPRUS AND ACRE.] 

the lond of Jerusalem be the see and in a day t in a 
nyght he pat hath gode wynd may come to the hauene 
of Thire pat now is clept Surrye. There was somtyme a 
gret cytee * a gode of crystenemen but sarazins han 4 
destroyed it a gret partye And |>ei kepe pat haue right 
weH for drede of cristene men. Men myghte go more 
right to pat hauene t come not in Cypre But pei gon 
gladly to Cipre to reste hem on the lond or eH to byggen 8 
thinges pat pei haue node to here lyuynge. On the see 
syde men may fynde many rubyes. And pere is the welle 
of the whiche holy writt speketh offe t seyth: Fons 
ortorum t ptJTEUs AQUARi/jf viubnciuat, pat is to seye: 12 
the welle of gardyns t the dych of lyuynge watres. In 
this cytee of Thire seyde the womman to oure lord: 

BEATU8 VENTER QUI TE PORTAUIT t VBERA QUE BUOOI8TI, 

pat is to seye: Blessed be the body pat pe baar t the 16 
pappes pat pou sowkedest. And pere oure lord for^af 1 the 
womman of Chananee hire synnes And before Tyre was 
wont to be the ston on the whiche oure lord sat t 
prechede t on pat ston was founded the chirche of seynt 20 
8auyour. And .viij. myle from Tyre toward the Est vpon 
the see is the cytee of Sarphen in sarept of sydonyens 
And pere was wont for to dwelle helye the prophete t 
pere reysed he Jonas the wydwes sone from deth to lyf. 24 
And .v. myle fro sarphen is the cytee of Sydon of the 
whiche citee Dydo was lady pat was Eneas wif after the 
destruction of Troye t pat founded the cytee of Cartage 
in Affrik t now is eloped Sydon Sayete. And in the 28 
cytee of Tyre regned Agenore the fader of Dydo. And 
.xvj. myles from Sydon is Beruth And fro Beruth to 
Sardenare is .iij. ioumeyes And from Sanlenar is .v. myle 
to Damask. And whoso wil go longe[r] tyme on the see 32 
t come nerre to Jerusalem he schal go fro Cipre be see to 
the port Jaff For pat is the nexte hauene to Jerusalem. 
And the town is called Jaff for on of the sones of Noe 
pat highto Japhet founded it t now it is clept Joppe. 36 
And 3 ee schuH vnderstonde pat it is on of the oldest 
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[CH. y. CYPRUS AND ACRE.] 
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townes of the world For it was founded before Noeis 
flode And pt pere scheweth in the roche per as the Irene 
cheynes were festned pat Andromade a gret Geaunt was Andromjde 
^ bounden witA t put in prisoun before Noees flode of the 
whiche geant is a ryb of his syde pat is .xl. fote longe. 

And whoso wil arryue at the firete port of Thire or of jwgjgjj 
Surre pat I haue spoken of before may go be londe ^if he lem b r Und - 
® wil to Jerusalem. And men goth fro Surre vnto the 
citee of Dacoun 1 in a day And it was clept somtyme ^femais 
Tholomayda And it was somtyme a cytee of cristenemen [ifoi. is 6] 
fuH fair but it is now destroyed t it stont vpon the see. 

12 * * XX 

And fro venyse to Akoun be see is .mm t iiij. myles of 

lombardye And fro Calabre or fro Cecyle to Akoun be see 
* 

is a .niccc. myles of lombardye And the He of Crete is 
right in the myd weye. And besyde the cytee of Akoun 

to ward the see vj. furlonge* on the right syde toward the 
south is the hiH of Carmelyn where helyas the prophete 
dwelled t pere was first the ordre of frere carmes founded. 

This hiH is not right gret ne fuH high And at the fote of 
this hiH was somtyme a gode cytee of cristenemen pat 
men cleped Cayphas for Cayphas first founded it but it H * lffc 
is now aH wasted. And on the lift syde of the hill 
Carmelyn is a town pat men clepen Saffre t pat is sett 8e i** borii - 
^ on anoper hiH pere seynt James t seynt John were bom 

And in the worschipe of hem pere is a fair chirche. And 

% 

fro Tholomayda pat men clepen now akoun vnto a gret 
hiH pat is clept [Scala Tyriorum is a .c. furlonges. And 

QO 

pere besyde renneth a lytil ryuer pat is clept] Belon. And 
pere nygh is the Foss of Mennon pat is aH round t it is 
an hundred cubytes of largeness t it is aH fuH of graueH £oni P which 
schynynge brighte of the whiche men maken fairs verres 
^ * clere. And men comen fro fer by watre in schippes JiS*" 8 
t be londe wit h cartes for to fetten of J>ot graueH And 
Jiough pere be neuere so meche taken awey pere of on 
the day at morwe it is as fuH a$en as euere it was 2 And proi. i 4 a] 
pat is a gret meruaille. And pere is eueremore gret wynd 
in pat Foss pat stereth eueremore the graueH \ roaketh it 
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[CH. y. CYPRUS AND ACRE.] 


ftimsa made 
from metal 


Gaza. 


Sainaon 
Delilah, and 
the Philis¬ 
tine*. 


Land 

journey to 
Jerusalem. 


To reach 
Cairo and 
obtain the 
atil tan’s 
licence for a 
pilgrimage 
to Binai, one 
ahould pass 
the desert 

[1 fol. 14 b) 


Egypt. 


trouble And $if ony man do )>ere jnne ony maner metaH 
it turneth anon to glass. And the glass }»t is made of 
]»at graueH $if it be don a$en in to the graueH it turneth 
anon in to graueH as it wns first And )>erfore somme men 4 
seyn ]>ot it is a swelogh of the grauely see. Also from 
Akouw aboue seyd gon men forth .iiij. ioumees to the citee 
of Palostyne pat was of the Philistyencs pat now is clept 
Gaia pat is a gay cytee t a riche t it is right fayr t fuH g 
of folk t it is a lytill fro the see. And from this cytee 
brought Sampson the stronge the ^ates vpon an high lond 
whan he was taken in pat cytee And pero he slowgh in a 
palcys the kyng t hymself t gret nombre of the beste of 
the Philistienos the whicho had put out his eyen t 
schauen his hod t enprisound him bo tresoun of Dalida 
his paramour, And pereforo ho made falle vpon hem a 
gret hallo whan pei wore at mete. And from pens gon jg 
men to the cytee of Cesaire t so to the casteH of 
Pylgrymes t so to Ascolonge t pan to Jaff t so to 
Jerusalem. And whoso wiH go be londe porgh the lond 
of Babyloyne where the sowdan dwolleth comonly lie 20 
moste gete grace of him t leuo to go more sikerly porgh 
J)o londes t contrees And for to go to the mount of synay 
before pat men gon to Jerusalem t panne tume a$en to 
Jerusalem he scha go fro Gaza to the casteH of Daire. 24 
And after pat men comen out of Surrye t entren in to 
wylderne 88 t pero the weyo is fuH 1 sondy. And pat 
wylderness t desert lastcth .viij. iourneyes but aH woys 
men fynden gode jnnos t aH pat hem nedeth of vytaylle, 2 g 
And men clepon pat wylderness Achollek. And whan a 
man comoth out of pat desert lie entreth in to Egypt pat 
me clepen Egipt Canopat And after o|>er langage men 
clepen it Morsyn. And )>ere first men fynden a gode «j 2 
tonn pat is clopt Bolcth t it is at the ende of the 
kyngdom of Halappce \ from pens men gon to Babyloyne 
t to Cayre 
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OF MANYE NAMES OF SOUDANS, t OF THE C h. vi 
TOUR OF BABILOYN.R 


A T Babyloyne fere is a faire cliirche of oure lady 
where she dwelled .vij. $eer whan sche fleygh out 
of the lond of Judee for drede of kyng heroud. And )>ere 
4 lyth the body of seynt Barbre the virgine t martyr And fere 
duelled Joseph whan he was sold of his bretheren. And 
fere made Nabugodonozor the kyng putte .iij. children in 
to the fomeys of fuyr for fei weren in the right trouthe 
8 of beleeue The whiche children men cleped Ananya 
Azaria Mizaett as the psalm of Benedicite seith But 


Cairo, 
church of 
the Virgin, 


■brine of St 
Barbara. 


The Three 

Holy 

Children. 


Nabugodonozor cleped hem oferwise Sydrak Misak t 
Abdenago pat is to seye god glorious, god victorious t 
12 god ouer all thinges t remes and fat was for the myracle 
pat he saugh goddes sone go witA the children forgh 
the fuyre, as he seyde. J)ere duelleth the Soudan in 
his Calahelyk for pere is comounly his see in a fayr 
16 ca8tell strong t gret t wel sett vpon a roche. In fat 
casteU duetie all wey to kepe it t for to serue the sowdan 

ml 

mo )>an .vj. persones fat 1 taken ati here necessaries of 
the sowdanes court. I oughte right wel to knowen it for 
20 I duelled -with him as soudyour in his werres a gret 
while, a$en the Bedoynes And he wolde liaue maryed me 
fuH highly to a gret Princes doughter $if I wolde han 
forsaken my lawe t my beleue. But I thanke god I had 
24 no will to don it for nothing fat he behiglite me. And 
$ee schuti vnderstonde fat tho soudan is lord of .v. 
kyngdomes fat he hath conquered t apropred to him be 
strengthe And feise ben the names: Tho kyngdom of 
28 Canapak fat is Egipt t the kyngdom of Jerusalem where 
fbt Dauid t Salomon were kynges And the kyngdom of 
Surrye of the whiche the cytoe of Damasc was chief 
And the kyngdom of Alappee in the lond of Math t the 
32 kyngdom of Arubye fat was to on of the .iij. kynges fat 


The i*on dan'g 
castle. 


Its guard. 

I 1 fel. 15 a] 


I refused to 
marry a 
Princess. 


The soudan’■ 
fly© 

kingdoms : 


B Wpt, Jeru¬ 
salem, Syria, 


Aleppo, 
Arabia, 
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[CH. VI. CAIRO AND THE SULTANS.] 


Caliph. 


List of 16 
soudana of 
Egypt. 


4. Saladin 
fights 
Richard 
Occur do 
Lion; 

3, 4. 

[> fol. 15 6] 

5. 


fights St 
Loots of 
France. 


6 . 


7. 


8 . 


Edward I. 
when Prince 
of Wales. 


0 . 

10 . 


made offryng to oure lord whan he was born. And 
many ojiere loaded ho holdeth in his liond. And )>ere 
wttA att he holdeth Calyffes, )>at is a futt gret thing in 
here Ian gage And it is als meche to seye as kyng. 4 
And Jiere were wont to ben .v. soudans but now J»ere is 
nomo but he of Egypt. And the firste soudan was Zarocon 
pat was of Mede t was fader to Sahaladyn \at toke the 
Califfee of Egipt t slough him t was made soudan bo 8 
strengthe. After pat was soudan Sahaladyn in wlioos 
tyine the kyng of Euglond Richard the firste [was )>ere] 
vrith manye oJ>ere J>ot kepten the passage pat Sahaladyn 
no myghte not passen. After Sahaladyn reined his sone 12 
Boradyn And after him his nevewe. After ]»at the 
Comay nz 1 pat weren in seruage in Egipt folten hemsc[l]f |>at 
)>ei weren of grot power )>ei chosen hem a Soudan amongee 
hem the whiche made him to ben clepod Melechsalan. 16 
And in his tyme entrod into the eontree of the kyngee of 
Franco seynt Lowyjs t fauglit wttA him t [he] toke him 
4 enprisound him. And this was sluyn of his owne 
Beruautes And after J»ei chosen an other to be soudan 20 
)>at )>ei doped Tympieman And he let delyueren seynt 
lowys out of prisoun for certeyn raunsoun. And after on 
of theise Comaynz regned pal highte Cachas t slough 
Turqueman for to be soudan t made him ben cleped 24 
Melechemes. And after anojier pat hadde to name 
Bendoclidare pat slough Melechemes for to be Soudam t 
cleped him self Melechdare. In his tyme entred the gode 
kyng Edward of Englond in Syrye * dide grot harm to 28 
the Sarrazines. And after was this soudan enpoysound 
at Damasce And his sone thoughts to regnen after him 
be heritage t made him to ben clept Meleschsach. But 
another pat had to name Elphy chaced him out of the 32 
eontree t made him soudan. This man toke the cytee of 
Tripollee t destroyede manye of the cristene men the 
jeer of grace .Mitt cc iiij score t ix. And after was he 
enprisound of another pat wolde be Soudan but he was 35 
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anon slayn. After pat was the sone of Elphy chosen to 
ben Soudan t cleped him Mellethasseraf t he tok the 
citee of Akoun t chaced out the cristene men t this was 
4 also enpoysond. And pan was his brother ymade Soudan 
t was cleped Melechnasser And after on pat was clept 
Guytoga toke him t put him in prisoun in the castett of 
1 MountryuaH t made him Soudan be strengthe t cleped 
8 him Melechcadett t he was [a] ( l ) Tartaryne. But the 
Coinnynz chaced liim out of pe contree t diden hyin 
meche sorwe And maden on of hem self soudan pat 
hadde to name lachyn i he made him to ben clept 
12 Melechmanser the whiche on a day pleyed at the chess 
t his swerd lay besyde him t so befell pat on wratthed 
him i with his owno propro swerd he was slayn. And 
after pat pei weren at gret discord for to make a soudan 
16 And fynally pei nccordeden to Melechnasser pat Guytoga 
had put in prisoun at MountrivaH And this regnede 
longe t gouerned wisely so pat his eldest sone was chosen 
after him Melechmader the whiche his brother leet sle 
20 prtuyly for to haue the lordschipe t made him to ben 
clept Melechmadabron t he was Soudan whan I departed 
fro po contrees. And wyte $ee wel pat the Soudan may 
lede out of Egipt mo pan .xx Mitt, men of armes And out 
24 of Surrye t out of Turkye t out of oper contrees pat he 
holt he may arrere mo pan .1. Mitt, and all po ben at his 
wages And pei ben all weys at him witAouten the folk of 
his contree pat is wttAouten nornbre. And euerych of hem 
28 hath be 3 ere the mountance of .vj score, floreynes But it 
behoueth pat euery of hem liolde .iij. hors t a cameylle. 
And be the cytees t be townes ben amyralles pat han 
the gouernance of the peple, On hath to gouerne .iiij. 
32 t anoper hath to gouerne .v. anoper mo t anoper wel 
mo And als many taketh the Amyratt be him allone as 
all the oper *souldyours han vnder hym And perfore 
whan the Soudan will availce ony worthi knyght he 
36 maketh him a amtratt. And whau it is ony derthe the 
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knyghtes ben right pore t panne )>ei sellen bothe here 
hors t hero hameys. And the Soudan hath .iiij. wyfes on 
cristene t .iij. sarazines of the wliicho on dwelloth at Jeru¬ 
salem t ano per at Damasce t ano per at Ascolon And 4 
whan hem lyst |>ei remewen to o per cytees And whan 
the Soudane wiH he may go to visite hem whan him list. 
And he hath as many paramours as him lyketh. For he 
maketh to come before him the fairest t the nobleste of 8 
birthe t the gentyllesto damyseles of his contree And he 
maketh hem to ben kept t serucd fuH honourabely And 
whan he wole haue on to lye with him he maketh hem all 
to come before him And ho boholdeth in aH which of 12 
hem is most to his plesauce t to hire anon ho sendeth 
or casteth a iyng fro his fynger And )>anno anon sche 
schaR ben bathed t richely atyred t anoynted with delicat 
thinges of swete smell t pan lad to theSoudanes chambre, 16 
and pus he doth als often as him list whan lie will haue 
onye of hem. And before the soudan cometh no strangier 
but $if ho be clothed in cloth of gold or of tartnrie or of 
camaka in the Sarozines guyse t as the sorazins vsen. And 20 
it behoueth pat anon at the firste sight pat men see the 
Soudan be it in windows or in what place elles 1 pat men 
knele to him t kysse the erthe For pat is the rnanere to 
do reuerenco to tho soudaun of hem pat spoken v/ith him. 24 
And whan pat messangeres of straunge contrees comen 
before him the meyneo of the Soudan, Whan tho 
strangeres spoken to frym, pei ben abouto the souldan 
with swerdes drawen t gysarmez t axes, hers armes lift 28 
vp in high with po wepenos for to smyte vpon hem $if 
pei soye ony woonl pat is displesance to the soudan. 
And also no straungere cometh before him but pat he 
maketh him sum proinys t graunt of pat the sowdan 32 
asketh resonabely beso it be not a$enst his lawe. And 
so don opcre Prynces bejondon For pei seyn pat noman 
scliatt come before no Prynce but pat the souldan is bettre 
And schaR bo more gladders in departynge from his 36 
presence panne he was at the cornynge before hyra. And 
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vnderstondeth fat tliat Babyloyne fat I bauo spoken offe 
where fat the Soudan duelleth is not fat gret Babyloyne 
where the dyuersiteo of langoges was first made for 
4 vengeance by the myracle of god whan the grete tour of 
Babel was begonnen to ben made of the whiche the walles 
weren .lxiiij. furlonge* of heighte. pat is in the grete 
desertes of Arabye vpon the weye os men gon toward the 
8 kyngdom of Caldee. But it is full longe sith fat ony 
man durste neyghe to the tour for it is aU desert t full of 
dragouns t grete serpentee t full of dyuerse venymouse 
bos tee all abouten. pat tour with the cytee was of .xxv. 
12 myle in cyrcuyt of the walles As foi of the contree seyn 1 
t as men may demen by estimactoun after fat men tellen 
of the contree. And fough it be clept the tour of Babi- 
loyne jit natheles fere were ordeynod wttAjnno many 
16 mansiouns and many gret dwellynge places in lengths t 
bredo And fat tour conteyned grot contree iu circuyt, for 
the tour allone conteyned .x. myle sqware. pat tour 
founded kyng Nombroth fat was kyng of fat contree t 
20 he was the firsts kyng of the world And he loot make an 
ymage in the lykness of his fader t constreyned all his 
subgettee for to worechipe it And anon begonnen othere 
lordes to do the same And so begonnen the ydoles t the 
24 symulacres first. The town t the cytee weren full wel 
sett in a fair contree t a playn fat men clepen the contree 
of Samar of the whiche the walles of the cytee weren .cc. 
cubytes in heighte t .1. cubytes of depnes. And the 
28 Ryuere of Eufrate ran forgh out the cytee t aboute the 
tour also. But Cirus the kyng of Perse toke from liem 
the ryuere t destroyed aH tho cytee and the tour also. 
For he departed fat llyuere in .ccc. t .lx. smale ryueres 
32 be cause fat he had sworn fat he scholde putte the ryuere 
in such poynt' fat a womman myghte wel passe fere with 
outen castynge of of hire clothes for als moche as he hadde 
lost many worthi men fat troweden to passen fat ryuere 
36 be 8wymmynge. And from Babyloyne where the soudan 
dwelleth to go right betwene the Oryent t the Septem- 
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tryon toward the grete Babyloyne is xl. ioumeyes to 
passen be desert. But it is not the grete Babiloyne in 
the lond t in the powers of the seyd Soudan but it is in 
the power and the lordschipe of Pereye. 1 But he holdeth 4 
it of the grete Chane fat is the gretteste Emperour t the 
most souereyn lord of aH the parties be;onde t he is lord 
of the iles of Cathay t of manye ofero iles * of a gret 
partie of Inde And his lond marcheth vnto Prestre 8 
Johnes lond And he holt so moclie lond that he 
knoweth not the ende And he is more myghty t gretter 
lord wttAouten coni[»arsoun fan is the Soudan. Of his 
ryaH estate t of his niyght I schaH speke more plenerly 12 
when I schall speke of the lond 4 of the coutree of ynde. 
Also the cytee of Methon where Machomet lyth is also 
of the grete desertes of Arabye. And fere lith the body 
of hym fuH honourabely in here temple fat the Sarazines 16 
clepen Musketh. And it is fro Babyloyne the lease 
where the Soudan dwelleth vnto Methon aboueseyd in 
to a .xxxij. ioumeyes. And wyteth wel pat the rewme 
of Arabye is a full gret con tree, but )>ere in is ouer moche 20 
desert And noman may dweH fere in pat desert for 
defaute of water. For fat lond is aH grauelly t full 
of sond And it is drye 4 no thing fructuous be cause 
pat it hath no moysture 4 ferfore is fere so meche desert. 24 
And pf it hadde Ryueres 4 wolles t the lond also were 
as it is in o per partyes it scholde ben als fuH of peple 
4 als fuH enhabyted with folk as in other places. For 
fere is fuH gret multitude of peple where as the lond 28 
is enhabyted. Arabye dureth fro the endes of the reme 
of Caldee vnto the laste ende of * Affryk t marcheth to 
the lond of ydumee toward the ende of Botron. And 
in Caldee the chief cytee is Baidak And of Affryk the 32 
chief cytee is Cartage fat Dydo fat was Eneas wif 
founded The whiche Eneas was of the cytee of Troye t 
after was kyng of Itayllo. Mesopotamyc streccheth also 
vnto the desertes of Arabye t it is a gret contree. In 36 
this coutree is the cytee of Daraym where abrahamea 
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fader duelled t from whens Abraham departed be 
commandemeut of the Aungett. And of )>at cytee was 
Effraym fat was a grot clerk t a grot doctour And 
Thoopliilus was of pat cytee also pat oure lady sauede 
from oure onemye. Aud Mesopotayme dureth fro the 
ryuere of Eufrates vnto the ryuere of Tygris. For it 
is betwene fo .ij. ryueres. And bejonde the ryuere of 
Tygre is Caldee pat is a fuH gret kyngdom. In pat 
rewme, at Baidak aboueseyd was wont to duello the 
Calyffez pat was wont to ben bothe as Emperour t Pope 
of tho Arabyenez so pat he was lord spmtuett t temporett 
12 And ho was successour to Machomote t of his generactoun. 
pat cytee of Baidak was wont to ben doped Sutis t 
Nabugodonozor founded it And per® duelled the holy 
prophete Daniel * fere ho saugh visiounes of heuene 
16 t fere he made tho exposictoun of dromes. Aud in old 
tyme fere wore wont to be .iij. Calylfeez : He of Arabye, 
he of Caldeoz And fei Mwelleden in the cytee of Baidak 
aboueseyd. And at Cayre besides Babyloyne duelled the 
20 Calyffoe of Egypt t at Marrok vpon the west see duelte 
the Calyffee of Barbaryenes t of Affrycauos. And now 
is fere non of the Calyffeez ne nought han ben sithe the 
tyme of the Sowdan Sahaladyn For from fat tyme hider 
24 the Sowdatw clepeth him self Calyffee And so han the 
Calyffeez ylost here name. Also wyteth wcl fat Babyloyne 
fe lease where the Soudan duelletli t ( x ) the cytee of 
Cayr fat is nygh besyde it ben grete huge cytees manye 
28 t fayre and fat on sitt nygh fat other. Babyloyne sytt 
upon the ryuere of Gyson somtyrae clept Nyle fat cometli 
out of Paradys terrestre. )>at ryuere of Nyle aB the $eer 
whan the sonne entreth in to the signe of Cancer it 
32 begynneth to wexe And it wexeth attweys als longe as the 
sonne is in Cancro t in the signe of the lyoun). And 
it wexeth in such manere fat it is somtyme so gret fat 
it is .xx. cubytes or more of depness And fanne it doth 
36 gret harm to the godes fat ben vpon the lond For fanne 
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may noman trnuayllo to ore the londee for the grete 
moystness And )>erforo is )wre dero tyme in pat contree. 
And also whan it wexetli lytyH it is dere tyme in pot 
contree for defaute of moysturo. And whan the sonne 1 
is in the signe of Virgo panne begynneth the ryuere for 
to 1 wane t to decrece lytyl t lytyti So pat whan the sonne 
is (*) entred in to the igne of libra panne pei entren 
betwene tlieise ryueros. This ryuere cometh rennynge ® 
from Paradys terrestre betwene the desertes of ynde t 
after it smytt vn to londe t renneth longe tyme many 
grete con trees vnder erthe And after it goth out vnder 
an high hill pat men clepen Aloth pat is betwene ynde 12 
t Ethiope the mountance of .v. monethes iourneyes fro the 
entree of Ethiope And after it onvyrouneth ati Ethiope 
t Morekane t goth all along fro the loud of Egipte vnto 
the cyteo of Alisandre to the ende of Egipte and pere it 16 
falleth in to the see. Abouto this ryuere ben manyo 
briddes t foulos As Sikonyes pat pei clepen Ibes. 


ci,. vii. OF THE CONTREE OF EGIPT; OF THE BRID 
FENIX; OF ARABYE; OF THE CYTEE OF 
OAYR^; OF THE COVNYNGE TO KNOWEN 
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E GYPT is a long contree but it is streyt J>at is to seye 

narow for pei may not enlargon it toward the desert 20 
for defaute of water And the contreo is sett along vpen 
the ryuere of Nyle bo als moche as pat ryuere may seme 
be flodes or operwise J>at whanno it floweth it may spreden 
abrood )>orgh the contree, so is the contreo large of longthe. 24 
For pere it reyneth not but lityll in J>ot contreo t for pat 
cause )»ei liaue no water, but ^if it 2 be of pat flood of pat 
ryuere. And for als moche as it no reyneth not in 
pat contree but the eyr is alwey pure t cloer, perfore in 28 
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pat contree ben the gode aatronomyores, for )>ei fynde 
pere no cloudes to letten hem. Also the cytee of Cayrc 
is right gret t more liuge )>an J»at of Babyloyne tho lease 
4 And it sytt abouen toward the desert of Syrye a lytill 
abouen tho ryuere abouesoyd. In Egipt }>ere ben .ij. 
parties, Tho hoghte pat is toward Ethiope t the lowenoss 
pat is towardes Arabyc. In Egypt is the lond of 
8 Ramassos t the lond of Gessen. Egipt is a strong 
contree for it hath many schrewedc haucnes be cause 
of the grete Roches pat ben strongo and daungorouse 
to passe by. And at Egipt toward tho Est is the rede 
12 see pat dureth vnto tho cytee of Coston t toward the 
west is the cytee of lybye pat is a fuH drye lond t litytt 
of fruyt, for it is ouer moclie plentee of hete And pat 
lond is clept Fusth. And toward tho partio meridional! 
16 ia Ethiope t toward the north is the desert pat dureth 
vnto Syrye t so is the contree strong on alt sydes. And 
it is wel a .xv. iournoyes of lengths t more )>an two 
so moche of desert t it is but .ij. ioumees of largeness. 
20 And betwene Egipt t Nubye it hath wel a .xij. ioumees 
of desert And men of Nubye ben cristen but )>ei bon 
blake as the Mowres for gret hote of the sonne. 1 In 
Egipt j»ere ben .v. prouynces, pat on hight Sahyth J>at 
24 other hight Dkmesber another Resich, pat is an lie in 
Nile, Another Alisandre t another the lond of Damyete. 
pat citce was wont to be right strong but it was twyes 
wonnen of the cristeno men And J>erfore after pat the 
28 sarazines botcn down the wallos And ■with the walles t 
the toures peroi tho sarazaincs maden another cytee more 
fer from the see l clepeden it the nowo Damyete, So pat 
now no man duelloth at the rathore toun of Damyete. 
32 At pat cytco of Damyete is on of the hauenes of Egypt 
* at Alisandre is pat other pat is a futt strong cytee, But 
J>ere is no water to drynke, but $if it come bo condyt from 
Nyle pat entroth in to here cistomos, And who so stopped 
36 pat water from hem, j>ci myghte not endure pere. In 
Egypt )>ere ben but fewe Forcelettes or castelles be cause 
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pat the contree is so strong of himself. Nota of a 
mxaueylb. At the desertea of Egypte was a worthi man 
pat was an holy heremyte t pere mette wit h him a Monstre 
pat is to seyne a monstre is a )>ing difformed ajen kynde ^ 
bothe of man or of best or of ony }>ing elles t )>at is cleped 
a Monstre. And this monstre pat mette witA this holy 
heremyte was as it hadde ben a man Jsot hadde .ij. homes 
trenchant on his forhede t ho hadde a body lyk a man ® 
vnto pe navele 1 And benetho he hadde the body lych a 
goot t the heremyte asked him what he was. And the 
monstre answerde him t seyde he was a dedly creature 
such as god hadde formed * duelled in )>o dcsertes in 12 
purchacynge his sustynance, t besoughte the heremyte 
|)ot he wolde preye god for him the whiche )>at cam from 
heuene for to sauen all mankynde t was bom of a mayden 
t suffred passioun t deth as wee wel knowen, be whom 16 
wee lyuen t ben. And jit is the hede with the .ij. homes 
of pat monstre at Alisandre for a merueyle. In Egipt 
is the citee of Elyople pat is to seyne the cytee of the sonne. 

In pat cytee pere is a temple made round after the schapp 20 
of the temple of Iemsalem. The prestes of pat temple han 
all here wrytynges vnder the date of the foul pat is clept 
Fenix t pere is non but on in aH the world And he cometh 
to brenne himself vpon the awtere of J>ot temple at the ende 24 
of .v. hundred jeer for so longe he lyueth. And at the 
.vc. jeres ende the prestes arrayen here awtere honestly 
and putten pere vpon spices t sulphur vif t oJ>er thinges 
pat wolen brennen lightly And f>an the brid Fenix 28 
cometh t brenneth himself to askes. And the first day 
next after men fynden in the askes a worm And the 
seconde day next after men fynden a brid quyk t parfyt 
And the thridde day next after he fleeth his wey And 32 
so pere is no mo briddes of pat 2 kynde in all the world 
but it allone t treuly pat is a gret myracle of god. And 
men may wel lykne pat bryd vnto god be cause pat )>ore 
nys no god but on And also J>at oure lord aroos from 36 
deth to lyue the thridde day. This bryd men seen often 
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tyme flecn in fo con trees And he is not meclieles more 
fan an Egle And he hath a crest of fed res vpon his hed 
more gret fan the poocok hath t his nekke is 3 alow after 
4 colour of an OrieH fat is a ston wel schynynge. And 
his bak is coloured blew as ynde And his wenges ben 
of purpre colour And the tayH is ^elow * red, castynge 
his tayH a$en in travere. And he is a full fair brid to 
8 loken vpon a^enst the sonne, for he schyneth full glori¬ 
ously t nobely. Also in Egipt ben gardynes fat han 
trees t herbes fe whiche beren frutes .vij. tymes in the 
;eer And in fat lond men fynden manye fayre Emeraudes 
12 t ynowe And ferfore fei ben fere grettere cheep. Also 
whan it reyneth ones in the somef in the lond of Egipt 
fanne is aH the contree fuH of grete myzs. Also at Cayre 
fat I spak of before sellen men comounly bothe men t 
16 wommen of other lawe as we don here bestes in the markat. 
And fere is a comoun hows in fat cytee fat is aH fuH of 
Bmale fumeys t thider bryngen wommen of the toun here 
eyren of hennes of gees t of dokes for to ben put into 
20 fo forneyses And fei fat kepen fat hows coueren hem 
wttft hete of hors dong Withouten henne goos or doke 
or ony ofer foul. And at the ende 1 of .iij. wokes or of a 
moneth fei comen a$en t taken here chikenes t norisschen 
24 hem t biyngen hem forth so fat aH the contree is fuH of 
hem And so men don fere bothe winter t somer. Also 
in fat contree t in ofere also men fynden longe Apples to 
selle in hire cesoun t men clepen hem Apples of Paradys 
28 t fei ben right swete t of gode sauour And fogli $ee 
kutte hem in neuer so many gobettes or parties ouer- 
thwart or endlonges eueremore $ee schull fynden in the 
myddes the figure of the holy cros of oure lord Iheeu 
32 But fei wil roten wtt/rin .viij. dayes And for fat cause 
men inay not carye of fo apples to no fer contrees. Of 
hem men fynden the mountance of an hundred in a 
bascat to selle t fei han grete leues of a fote t an half 
36 of lengthe t fei ben couenably large. And men fynden 
fere also the appuH tree of Adam fat han a byte at on 


It la yellow, 
blue and 
purple. 


Seven crops 
in a year. 
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[l fol. 22 a] 
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Fig* of 
Pharmoh. 

The field 
where balm 
grow*. 


Well* made 
hy the 
Infant 
Chriat. 


[i fol. 22 h) 


Balm will 
grow 
nowhere 
else. 


The bongh* 
should not 
be rut with 
iron. 


Haracen 
names for 
the wood 
the fruit, 
and the 
gum. 


Only Chris¬ 
tian* can 
grow balm. 


It i* said to 
grow in 
India 
M^Jor. 


It is sophis¬ 
ticated in 
variou* 
way*. 


[CH. Vn. EGYPT, BALM, THE PYRAMIDS.] 

of the sydes And )>ero ben also Figc trees pat boren no 
leves but fygea vpon the smalo braunchcs t men clepen 
hem Figes of Pharoon. Also besydo Cayrk wttAouten 
pat cytee is the fold whore Bawmo growoth And it 4 
cometh out on smale trees pat ben non hyere J>an to a 
mannes breek ginliti t )>ei semon as wode pat is of the 
wyldo vyne. And in J)ot fehl ben .vij. wclles pat oure 
lord Ihesu crist made wttA on of his feet whan ho wentc 8 
to pleyen witA o per children, pat fehl is not so wol 
closed but pat men may entren at here owne list, But 

in pat ccsoun pat the 1 bawme is growyngo men put 

)>ere to gode kepyngo )>at no man) 1 ) dar ben hardy to 12 

entre. This bawme groweth in no place but only )>ere 

And Jjough pat men bryngen of j>o plauntes for to planten 
in oper controes |>ei growen wel t fayre but )>oi bryngen 
forth no fructuous thing, t the loves of bawmo no faHe 16 
nought. And men kutten the braunches witA a scharp 
flyntston or with a scharp bon whanne men wil go to 
kutto hem, For who so kutte hem witA jren it woldo 
destroyo his vertuc t his nature. And the sarazines 20 
clepen the wode Enochbalse, And the fruyt the whiche 
pat is as quybytxis J>ei clepen Abebissam And the lycour 
pat droppeth fro the braunches f»ei clepen Guybalse. 
And men maken aH weys f>at bawme to bon tyled of the 24 
cristen men or elles it woldo not fructyfye As the Sara- 
zins seyn hemself for it hath ben oftentyme preued. 
Men seyn also pat the bawmo groweth in ynde the more 
in pat desert whore Alysaundre spak to the trees of the 28 
sonne t of the mono But i haue not seen it For I haue 
not ben so fer abouen vpward bccauso pat J»ero ben to 
many oerilousc passages. And wyte $co wel pat a man 
oughte to take godo kepe for to bye bawmo but $if ho 32 
cone known it right wel, for ho may right lyghtly Ixjn 
disceyued For mon sellen a gommo pat men clepen 
Turbonl.yne in stede of bawme And put ten pero. lo a 
litift bawme for to }eucn godo odour And summe putten 36 

( l ) entre, MS. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



[CH. VII. EGYPT, BALM, THE PYRAMIDS.] 

wax in oyle of the 1 wode of the fruyt of bawme t seyn 
Jwt it is bawme And sumine destyllen clowes of gylofre 
•fc of spykenard of Spayne t of opere spices pot ben 
4 wel smellynge t the lykour fat gotli out perof pei 
clepe it bawme And pus ben many gretc lordes t opere 
disceyued And pei wenen pot pei han bawme t pei haue non. 
For the Sarazines countrefeten it be sotyltee of craft for to 
8 disceyuen the cristene men as I haue seen full many a 
tyme. And after hem the marchauntes t the Apotecaries 
countrefeten it eftsones t panne it is lasse worth t a gret 
del worse. But 3 d it lyke 30 U I schall schewe how ^ee 
12 schull knowe t preue to the ende pot ^ee schull not ben 
disceyued. First ^ee schull wel knowe pot the nature!! 
bawme is full cleer t of cytryne colour t strongly 
smellynge. And 3 d it be thikke or reed or blak it is 
16 Sophisticate pot is to seyne contrefeted t made lyke it 
for disceyt. And vnderstondeth pot 3 d jeo wil putte a 
lityll bawme in the pawme of 3 oure bond a^en the sonne, 
$d it be fyn t gode $ee ne schull not suffre ^oure hand 
20 a^enst the hete of the sonne. Also taketh a lytill bawme 
w»tA the poynt of a knyf t touche it to the fuyr t 3 d it 
brenne it is a gode signe. After take also a drope of 
bawme t put it into a dissch or in a cuppe w»tA mylk of 
24 a goot And 3 d it be natureH bawme anon it wole take t 
beclippe the mylk. Or put a drope of bawme in clere 
water in a cuppe of syluer or in a clere bacyn t stere it 
wel with the clere water And 3 d pot the 2 bawme be 
28 fyn t of his owno kynde the water schoH neuere trouble, 
And 3 d the bawme be sopliisticat pot is to seyne 
countrefeted the water schall beco[m]e anon trouble. 
And also 3 if the bawme be fyn it schall falle to the 
32 botmo of the vessel! as pough it were quyk syluer, For 
the fyn bawme is more heuy twyes pan is the bawme pot 
is sophisticat t countrefeted. Now I haue spoken of 
bawme -t now also I schall speke of another thing pot is 
36 be 3 onde Babyloyne aboue the Flode of Nile toward the 
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Turpentine, 
wood of the 
balm-tree, 
cloves and 
spikenard 
are used as 
substitutes. 

[1 foL 28 a] 


Saracens, 
merchants 
and apo¬ 
thecaries 
adulterate 
it. 


Genuine 
balm is 
mellow and 


{ 'eiio' 
ight. 


It burns in 
the sun and 
in fire, 


and curdles 
goat's milk. 


P fol. 28 6] 

It does not 
make clear 
water 
turbid. 
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The Pyra¬ 
mid*, or 
Garner* of 
Joseph, 
where corn 
waa kept in 
times of 
dearth. 


They are not 

sepulchral 

monuments, 

l 1 fol. 24 a] 


for then 
they would 
neither be 
hollow, nor 
have any 
gates. 


The 

Egyptian 

alphabet. 


desert betwene Affrik t Egypt pat is to seyne of the 
Gerneres of Joseph pat he leet make for to kopo the 
greynes for tho perile of tho dere $eres. And pei ben 
made of ston full wel made of Masounes craft Of the whiclie 4 
.ij. ben merueylouse grete t hye And the topere lie ben 
not so grete. And cuery Gemer hath a $ate for to entre 
witAjnno A lytitt hygh from the erthe For the lond is 
wasted t fallen sithe the Gerneres were made. And 8 
witAjnne )>oi ben all full of serpentes And abouen the 
Gerneres wtt&outen ben many scriptures of dyuerse 
langages. And summon seyn pat pei ben sepultures of 
grete lordes |xzt weren somtyme but pat is not trewe For 12 
all the comoan rymour t specho is of all the pople 1 pere 
bothe fer t ncre pat pei ben the Garneres of Joseph And 
so fyndcn pci in here scriptures t in here cronycles. On 
pat oj>er portic, $if pei wercn sepultures pei scholden not 16 
ben voyd witAjnuo Ne |>ei scholde hauc no ^ates for to 
entre witAjnne. For $eo may wel knowe pat tombes t 
sepultures no ben not made of such gretnoss ne of suche 
highness, Wherfore it is not to beleue pat pei ben tombes 20 
or sepultures. In Egypt also pere ben dyuerse langages 
t dyuerse lettres t of oper manere condictoan pan pere 
ben in oper partes As I scliall deuyso $ou suclie as pei 
ben And the names how thei elopen hem, To such entent 24 
pat $ee mowo knowe the differonco of hem t of otliere. 

[Another alphabet.] 


cu. viii. OF THE YLE OF CECYLE; OF THE WEYE FKO 
[foL BABYLOYNE TO THE MOWNT SYNAY; OF 

THE CHIRCHE OF SEYNTE KATERYNE, AND 
OF ALLE THE MERUAYLLES )>ERE. 


More rontes 

toward* 

Egypt 


N OW wil I retoume a^en or I precede ony forthere for 
to declare 30U the othere weyos pat drawen towards 
Babiloyne where the Soudan himself duelleth pat is at 28 
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the entree of Egypt, for als moche as many folk gon 

pider first i after pat to the mownt Synay t after re- 

tournen to Ieraaalem, As I liaue seyd 3011 here beforn. 

4 For J)ei fulfillen first the more longe pilgrymage t after 

retournen a$en be the nexte weyes because pat the more 

ny weye is the more worthi t pat is Ierusalem, For non 

other pilgrymage is not lyk in comporsoun to it But 

8 for to fuHfille here pilgrymages more esily t more sykerly 

men gon first the longer weye rathere pan the nerere 

weye. But whoso wil go to Babyloyne be another weyo 

more scliort from pe contrees of- the west pat I haue 

12 reherced before or from oper contrees next fro hem, pan 

men gon by Fraunce be Burgoyne t be Lombardye. It 

nedeth not to telle $ou the names of the cytees ne of 

the townes pat ben in pat weye For the weyo is comoun 

16 t it is knowen of many nacyouns. And pere ben manye 

havenes [where] pat men taken the see. Summe men taken 

the see at 1 Gene, Somme at Venyse t passen be the see 

Adryatyk pat is clept the Goulf of Yenyse, pat departeth 

20 ytaylle t Greco on pat syde. And somme gon to Naples 

somme to Rome t from Rome to Brandys t pere pei 

taken the see t in many othere places where pat hauenes 

ben. And men gon be Tussyo be Champayne be Calabre 

24 be Appuille t be the hiiles of ytaylle be Chorisqe be 

Sardyne t be Cycile pat is a gret lie t a gode. In pat 

« 

He of Cycile per is a maner of a gardyn in the whiche 
ben many dyuerse frutes And the gardyn is alweys 
28 grene t florisshing, all the cesouns of the ^eor als wel 
in winter as in somer. ) 5 at lie holt iu compas aboute 
.ccc t 1. frensche myles And betweno Cycile t Itaylle 
pere is not but a lytiti arm of the see pat men clepen 
32 the Farde of Mescyne And Cycile is betwene the see 
Adryatyk t the see of lombardye, And fro Cycile in 
to Calabre is but .viij. myles of lombardye. And in 
Cycile pere is a manere of serpentee be the whiche men 
36 assayen t preuen wheper here children ben has tardea or 
none or of lawefull manage, For $if pei ben bom in right 


Many 

pilgrims go 
there ana to 
Sinai-before 
turning to 
Jerusalem. 


From the 
West, 
Northern 
Italy is first 
reached. 


Genoa, 

Venice. 

[i fol. 26 a] 

Naples, 

Brindisi. 


Tuscany, 

Campania, 

Apulia. 

Corsica, 

Sardinia. 

Sicily and 
its garden. 


Straits or 
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that try the 
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children. 
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Etna and 
the vol¬ 
canoes. 

P fol. 25 6] 


Pisa. 


Corfu. 


Valona, 

Durazzo. 


Alexandria, 
the scene of 
Sfc. Cath¬ 
erine's and 
of 8t. Mark's 
martyrdom. 

P fol. 26 a] 

Pictures 
white¬ 
washed by 
Saracens. 


8 


mariage the serpen tes gon abouto hem t don hem non 
harm And }if Jjei bon bom in avowtrie the serpentes 
byten hem t envenyme hem t thus manye wedded men 
preuen ^if the children ben here owne. Also in Jjat lie 
is the Mount Ethua Jjat men clepen Mount Gybett 1 1 the 
wlcanes pat ben eueremore brennynge. And Jjere ben 
.vij. places pat brennen t pat caston out dyuerse flawmes 
and dyuerse colour And be the chaungynge of )>o flawmes 
men of pat contree k no wen whanne it schaH be derthe or 
gode tyme or cold or hoot or moyst or drye or in aH 
othere manere how the tyme schall be gouerned. And 
from Itaille vnto the wlcanes nys but .xxv. myle And 12 
men seyn pat the wlcanes ben weyes of belle. Also 
whoso goth be Pyse $if Jjat men list to go Jjat weye Jjere 
is an arm of the see where J>ot men gon to ojjere hauenes 
in Jjo marches And )>an men passen be the lie of Greef 16 
)?at is at Gene And after arryueth men in Grbce at the 
hauene of the cytee of Myrok or at the hauene of Valone 
or at the cytee of Duras, t Jjere is a Duk at Duras, or at 
ojjere hauenes in Jjo marches t so men gon to Oostanty- 20 
noble. And after gon men be watre to the lie of Crete t 
to the lie of Rodes t so to Cypre t so to Venyse t fro 
Jjens to Costantynoble, to holde the more right weye be 

* c XX 

see it is wel a .m viij t iiij. score myle of lombardye. 24 
And after from Cipre men gon be see t leven Ierusalem t 
all Jjat contre on the left hond vnto Egypt t arryuen at 
the cytee of Damyete Jxzt was wont to ben fuH strong t 
it sytt at the entree of Egypt. And fro Damyete gon 28 
men to the Cytee of Alizandre Jjat sytt also vpon the see. 

In Jjat cytee was seynte kateryne beheded And Jjere was 
seynt 2 Mark the Euuangelist martyred t buryed, But the 
Emperour Looun made his bones to ben brought to 32 
Venyse. And }it Jjere is at Alizandre a faire chirche 
all white witAouten peynture and so ben all the othere 
chirches J>at weren of the cri stone men aR white witA- 
jnne, For the Paynemes t the Sarrazynes maden hem 36 
white for to fordon the ymages of seyntes Jjot weren 
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peynted on the walles. pat cytee of Alizandre is wel 
u 

.xxx. furlonges in lengthe but it is but .x. on largeness 
And it is a full noble cytee t a fayr. At pat cytee 
4 entreth the ryuere of Nyle in to the see as I to 30 U haue 
seyd before. In pat ryuere men fynden many precyouse 
stones t meche also of lignum aloes And it is a manere 
of wode pat cometh out of paradys terrestre the whiche 
8 is good for manyo dyuerse medicynes And it [is] right 
dereworth. And from Alizandre men gon to Babyloyne 
where the Soudan dwelleth pat sytt also vpon the ryuere 
of Nyle, And this weye is most schort for to go streyght 
12 vnto Babiloyne. 


Extent of 
Alexandria. 


Lignum 

aloes. 


Babylon 
the Less. 


OF THE WEYE THAT GOTH FROM BABI- C h. ix 
LOYNE, VNTO THE MOWNT SYNAY, t OF 
THE M^RUEYLES )3ERE. 



OW schall I seye $ou also the weye pat goth fro 

Babiloyne to the Mount of Synay where seynte To Mount 

8 inai. 

kateryne lyth. He moste passe be the desertes of Arabye 
16 Be the whiche desertes Moyses ladde the peple of Israel 
And )>anne passe men be the welle pat 
his hond in J>o desertes whan the peple grucched for pei hlB hand - 
fownden noHhing to drynke. And pan passe men be P foi. 2 # 6 ] 
20 the welle of Marach of the whiche the water was first £he well of 

Marah. 


byses made Wt'tA Moses made 
J a well with 


bytter But the children of Israel putten perejnne a tree 
t anon the water was swete t gode for to drynke. And 
panne gon men be desert vnto the vale of Elyn In the Bitm. 
24 whiche vale lien .xij. welles And pere ben .lxxij. trees 
of palme pat beren the dates The whiche Moyses fond 
with the children of Israel, And fro pat valeye is but a 
gode iourneye to the Mount of Synay. And whoso wil 
28 go be another weye fro Babiloyne pan me goth bo the 

Rede see pat is an arm of the see Occean. And pere Tim Red 

Sea. 

passed Moyses with the children of Israel ouerthwarl 
the see all drye, Whan Pharao the kyng of Egypt chaced 
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The wind 
!• red. 


Horace can¬ 
not be used, 
but only 
camels. 


P fol. 27 a] 

From Baby¬ 
lon the Less 
to Sinai is a 
twelve days’ 
Journey. 


Interpreters 
act as 
guides. 


Origin of the 
name Sinai. 


The 

Convent 


8t. Cath¬ 
erine's 
Church. 


8 


hew, And fat see is wel n .vj. myle of largeness in lengthe. 
And in fat see was Pharao drowned t all his boost fat he 
ladde. pat see is not more reed fan auothor see but in 
s[o]rae place fereof is the graueH reed And ferfore men 
clepen it the rede see. J)at see renncth to the endes of 
Arabye t of Palestyne, pat see lasteth more fan .iiij. 
iourneyes And fan gon men be desert vnto the vale 
of Elyn And fro fens to the mount of Synay. And 
$ee may wel vndirstonde fat be this desert no man may 
go on horsbak because fat fere nys noufer mete for hors 
no water to drynke And for fat cause men passen fat 
desert witA Caiuett, For the Camaylle fynt allwey mete on 12 
trees t on busshes fat he fedetli hiw with And he may 
wel faste fro drynk. ij. 1 dayes or .iij. And fat may non 
hors don. And wyte Avell fat from Babyloyne to the 
Mount Synay is well a .xij. gode iourneyes And sum men 16 
maken hew more And suw men hasten hew t peynen 
hew t ferefore fei maken hem lesse, And all weys fynden 
men latymeres to go with hem in the contrees t ferthere 
bejonde into tyrae fat men conne the langage. And it 20 
behoueth men to here vitaill witA hem fat schall duren 
hew in fo desertes t ofer necessaries for to lyue by. And 
the Mount of Synay is clept the desert of Syne fat is for 
to soyne the bussch brennynge Because fat Moyses sawgh 24 
oure lord god many tymes in forme of fuyr brennynge 
vpon fat liiH And also in a bussch brennynge t spak to 
hiw And fat was at the foot of the hill. There is an 
Abbeye of Monkes wel bylded t wel closed with $ates of 28 
Iren for drede of the wylde bestes. And the monkes 
ben Arrabyenes or men of Grece t fere [is] a gret couent 
And all fei lien as heremytes i fei drinkon no wyn but 
$if it bo on principal! festes And fei ben full deuouto 32 
men t lyuen porely t sympcly wit A joutes t witA dates 
And fei don gret abstynence t ponaunco. pere is the 
chirche of seynte kateryne in the whiehe 1 'ten manyo 
lampes brennynge For fei ban of oyle of Olyue ynow 36 

1. 4, same, C. 
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bothe for to brenne iu here lampes t to ete also And pat 
plentee haue pel bo the myracle of god For the ravenes 
t the crowes t the choughes t oper foules 1 of the contree P fol. 27 6] 
4 assembler! hem pere euery jeer ones t fleen )>ider as in 
pilgrymage And euerych of hem bryngeth a braunche of The bird* 

bring twigs 

the Bayes or of Olyue in here bekes in stede of offryng t for 
leuen hem pere, of the whiche the monkes maken gret makln g oil - 
8 plentee of oyle t this is a gret meruaylle. And sith pat 
foules pat lian no kyndely wytt ne resoun gon thider to 
seche pat gloriouse virgyne wel more oughten men pan to 
secho hire t to worschipen hire. Also behynde the awtier 
12 of pat chirche is the place where Moyses saugh oure lord The^pot 
god in a brennynge bussch And whanne the monkes JlljJ 111 * 1 
entren in to pat place pei don of bothe hosen t schoon »PP«"ed. 
or botes alweys, Be cause pat oure lord seyde to Moyses: 

16 do of thin hosen t thi schon for the place pat pou stondest 
on is lond holy t blessed. And the monkes clepen pat 
place Dozoleel pat is to seyne the scliadew of god. And 
besyde the high awtier .iij. degrees of heighte is the fertre 
20 of Alabastre where the bones of seynt Kateryne lyjn And The *aroo. 
the prelate of the monkes scheweth the relykes to the jjjkCath. 
pilgrymes And with an Instrument of syluer he froteth 
the bones t panne per goth out a lytyH oyle as pough it 
24 were a mauer swetynge pat is nouther lych to oyle no to 
bawme but it is full swete of smell. And of pat pel 
jeuen a lytill to the pilgrymes, for pere goth out but lityll 
quantitee of pat likour. And after pat pei schewen the 
28 heed * of seynte kateryne t the cloth pat sche was wrapped The8aint’» 
jnne pat is jit all blody, And in pat same cloth so . proi. 280 ] 
y wrapped the aungeles bcren hire body to the mount Synay 
t pere pei buryed hire with it. And panne pei schewen • 

32 the bussch pat brcnned t wasted nought in the whiche 
oure lord spak to Moyses t opere relikes ynowe. Also 
whan the prelate of the abbeye is ded I haue vndirstonden 
be informacioun pat his lampe quencheth And whan pei 
36 chesen anoper prelate jif he be a gode man t worthi to be 
prelate his lampe schal lighte with the grace of god with- 


phagtts of 

8t. c*th. 
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The miracle 
of the lamps 
going out 
and re¬ 
kindled 
without 
being 
touched. 


I admon¬ 
ished the 
monks to 
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them. 
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outen touchinge of ony man. For euerych of hem hath a 
lampe be himself And bo here lam pea J>ei knowen wel 
whan ony of hem schall dye. For whan ony schall dye 
the lyght begynneth to chaunge t to wexe dym And $if 4 
he be chosen to ben prelate t is not worthi his lampe 
quencheth anon. And other men han told me pat he J>ot 
syngetli the masse for the prelate pat is ded he schall 
fyndo vpon the awtier the namo written of him pat schall 8 
ben prelate chosen. And so vpon a day I asked of the 
monkee bothe on i oper how this befell, But J>oi woldo 
not tett me no thing Into the tyme pat I seydo pat J>ei 
scliolde not hydo the grace pat god did hem but pat )>ei 12 
scholde publisscho it to make the peplo to haue the more 
deuocioun And J>at ]>ei diden synne to hide goddes 
myracle as mo semed, For tlie myracles pat god hath don 
and $it 1 doth euery day ben the wytnesso of his myght t of 16 
his merueylles as darn'd seyth in the psaultere: Mirab/lia 
TE8TIMONIA tua Dow/NB, pat is to 8eyne: Lord thi 
merueyles ben J)i wytness. And Jianne pei tolde me 
bothe on and o per how it befell full many a tyme, But 20 
more I myghtc not haue of hem. In pat abbeye ne 
entreth not no flye ne todes no ewtes ne such foul 
venymouse bestes no lyzs no flees bo ]?o myracle of god 
t of oure lady. For pero were wont to ben many suche 24 
inanere of filthes j>at the monkes weren in wiB to leve the 
placo t the abbeye And weren gon fro thens vpon the 
mountayne abouen for to cscliewe J>at place. And oure 
lady cam to hem t bad hem turnen a$en And from J>ens 28 
forewardes neucre entred such filthe in pat place amonges 
hem Ne neuere schall entre here after. Also before the 
$ate is the welle where Moyses smot the ston of the 
whiclie the water cam out plentevously. Fro )>at abbeye 32 
men gon vp the mountayne of Moyses be many degrees t 
)>ere men fynden first a chirche of oure lady where pat 
sche mette the monkes whan pci fledden awey for the 
vermyn aboueseyd. And more high vpou pat mountayne 36 
is the Chapell of helye the prophete And pal place pei 
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clepen Oreb, whereof holy writt speketh : Et ambi/lauit 

IN FORTITUDINE CIBI ILLIUS VS qUE AD MONTEM DEI OREB, 

pat is to 1 seyne: And ho wente in strengths of )>ot mete 
4 ynto the hill of god Oreb. And pere nygli is the vyne 
pat seynt Iohn the Euuangelist planted pat men clepen 
Reisins of Staphis. And a lytill abouen is the Chapell of 
Moyses t the roche where Moyscs fleygh to for drede 
8 whan he saugh oure lord face to face, And in pat roche is 
printed the forme of his body For he smot so strongly t 
so harde him self in J>ot roche pat all his body was doluen 
wttAjnne Jjorgli the myracle of god. And pere besyde is 
12 the place where oure lord toke to Moyses the .x. com- 
mandemenfce8 of the lawe. And pere is the caue vnder 
the roche where Moyses duelto whan he fasted .xl. dayes 
t .xl. nyghtee But ho dyede in the lond of promissioun, 
16 But noman knoweth where he was buryed. And from 
pat mountayne men passen a gret valeye for to gon to 
anoper mountayfi where seynt Kateryne was buryed of 
the Aungeles of oure lord. And in pat valeye is a 
20 chirche of .xl martyres t pere Bingen the monkee of the 
abbeycs often tymo And pat valeye is right cold. And 
after men gon vp the mountayne of seynt Kateryne pat is 
more high J>an the mount of Moyses And pere where 
24 seynt Kateryne was buryed is nouther chirche ne chapell 
ne other duellynge place, But J>ere is an heep of stones 
aboute the place where the body of hire was put of the 
Angeles. 2 pere was wont to ben a chapell but it was 
28 casten down) t $it lyggen the stones J>ere And all be it pat 
the Collect of soynte kateryne seye pat it is the place 
where oure lord betaughte the .x. comman demen tes to 
Moyses t pere where the blessed virgyne seynte kateryne 
32 was buryed, Jra,t is to vnderatonde in .o. contree or in .o. 
place berynge. o. name, For botho pat on t pat o per is clept 
the mount of Synay, But pere is a gret weye from )>at on 
to bat ojjer t a gret deep valeye betwene hem. 
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OF THE DESERT BETWENE THE CHIRCHE 
OF SEYNTE KATJftYNE t IERJ7&4LEM; OF 
THE DRIE THE, t HOW ROSES CAM FIRST 
IN J)E WORLD. 

N OW after fat men han visited fo holy places fanne 
wil fei tumen toward Ierusalem And fan wil J>ei 
take leue of the monkes t recomraenden hem to here 
preyeres, And fanne fei $euen tlie pilgrtiues of here vitaylle 4 
for to passe with the desertes toward Surrye. And fo 
desertes duren wel a .xiij. iourneyes. In fat desert 
duellen manye of Arrabyenes fat men clepen Bedoynes 
\ Ascopardes. And |>ei ben folk full of aB euyli con- 8 
dictouns And Jjei haue none houses but tentes fat fei 
maken of skynnes of bestes as of Camaylles t of ofer 
bestes |)at fei eten And fere benetlie fei couchen hem t 
dwellen in place where fei may fynden water As on the 12 
Rede see or elleswhere, For in J)ot desert is full gret 
defaute of water 1 And often tyme it falletli fat where 
men fynden water at o tyme in a place it fayleth ano)5er 
tyme And for that sky 11 )>ei make none hobitactouns 16 
£ere. Tlieise folk \at I speke of j)ei tylen not the loud 
no J)ei lalxjure nought for )>ci eten no bred but $if it be 
ony \at dwellen nygh a godo toun |>at gon thider t eten 
bred somtyme And J)ei rosten here flesch t.here fissch 20 
vpon the hote stones a 3 enst the sonne. And |>ei ben 
8 tronge men t wel fyglitynge And J>ere is so meche 
multytude of Jiat folk fat fei ben with outen uombre 
And fei n6 recchen of no thing no don not but chacen 24 
after bestes to eten hem And }>ei recchen no fing of here 
lif And ferfore fei dowten not the Soudan ne non o per 
prince, But fei dar wel werre with hem $if fei don ony 
thing fat is greuance to hem. And fei han often tyme 28 
werre wit A tho Soudan t namely fat tyme fat I was 
with him. And fei beren but o scheld t o spere w»tA 
outen ofer armes And fei wrappen here hedes t here 
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necke with a gret qwantytee of white lynnen cloth And 
pei ben right felonouse t foulc t of cursed kynde. And 
whan men passen this desert in comynge toward Ieru- 
4 solem pei comen to Bersabee pat was wont to ben a full 
fair town t a delytablo of cristene men And $it pere ben 
Bumme of here chirches. In pat toun dwelled Abraham 
the Patriark a lougo tyme. pat toun of Bersabee founded 
8 Bersabee the wif of sire vrye the knyght on the whiche 
kyng Douid 1 gatt Salomon the wyse pat was kyng after 
Dauid vpon the .xij. kynredes of Iomsalem And regned 
.xl. ^eer. And fro pens gon men to the cyteo of Ebron 
12 pat is the montance of .ij. gode myle And it was clept 
somtyme the vale of Mambree And sumtyme it was clept 
the vale of teres because pat Adam wepte pere an .c. ^eer 
for the deth of Abell his sone \>at Caym slowgh. Ebron 
16 was wont to ben the princypall cytee of the Philistyenes 
And J>ere duelleden somtyme the Geauntz And pat cytee 
was also Sacerdotall pat is [to]( 1 ) seyne seyntuarie of the 
tribe of Iuda. And it was so fie \)at men resceyued pere 
20 nH manere of fugitvfes of oper places for here euyl dedee- 
In Ebron Iosue Caleph t here companye comen first to 
aspyen how pei myglito wynnen the lond of boheste. In 
Ebron regried first kyng Dauid .vij. jeer t an half And in 
24 Ierasalem he regnede .xxxiij. jeer t an half. And in 
Ebron ben aH the sepultures of the Patriarkes Adam 
Abraham ysaac t of Iacob t of here wyfes Eue Sarre 
t liebekke t of Lya the whiche sepultures the Sarazines 
28 kepen full curyously t han the place in gret reuerence 
for the holy fadres the Pafriarkes ]>at ly^n pere And pei 
suffre no cristene man entre in to that place but $if it be 
of spccyatt grace of the Soudan, For pei holden cristene 
32 men t Iewes as dogges And pei seyn pat pei scholde 
not entre into so holy place. And men clepen 2 pat place 
where pei ly 3 n double spelunke or double cavo or double 
dycli for als mcche as pat on lyeth aboue pat other And 
36 the Sarazines clepen pat place in here langage Karicarba 

( l ) to missing in MS. 
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J>at is to seyne the place of Pa/riarkes And the Iewes 
clepen pat place Arboth. And in pat same place was 
Abrahames hous And pere he satt t saugh .iij. persones 
t worschipte but on as holy writt seyth: Tres yidit t 4 
YNUM adorauit, pat is to seyne : he saugh .iij. t worschiped 
on. And of po same resceyued Abraham the Aungeles 
in to his hous. And right faste by pat place is a cave in 
the roche where Adam i Eue duelleden whan pei weren 8 
putt out of paradyse t pere goten J»ei here children. And 
in pat same place was Adam formed t made, after pat 
summen seyn. For men weren wont for to clepe pat 
place the feld of Damasce, be cause pat it was in the 12 
lordschipe of Damask. And fro j>ens was he translated 
into paradys of delytes, as }>ei seyn. And after pat he 
was dryuen out of paradys he was per e left. And the 
same day pat he was putt in paradys, the same day he 16 
was putt out, For anon he synned. pere begynneth the 
vale of Ebron J>at duretli nygh to Ieruealem. There the 
Aungell cowmaunded Adam pat he scholde duelle -with 
his wyf Eue, Of the whiche he gatt Seth, of whiche tribe 20 
pat is to seye kynrede Iheeu crist was born. In J>at 
valeye is a feld where men drawen out of tho erthe a 
thing pat men clepen Cambyll t ]>ei ete it in stede of 
spice 1 1 )>ei bere it to selle. And men may not make 24 
the hole ne the cave where it is taken out of the erthe 
so depe ne so wyde, but pat it is at the ^eres ende full 
a$en vp to the sydes, }>orgh the grace of god. And .ij. 
myle from Ebron is the graue of loth J>at was Abrahames 28 
broker [sone]. And a lytill fro Ebron is the mount of 
Mambre, of the which the valeye taketh his name, And 
pere is a tree of Oke pat the Sarazines clepen Dirpk 
pat is of Abrahames tyme, the whiche men clepen the 32 
drye tree. And )>ei seye pat it hath ben pere sithe the 
begynnynge of the world t was sumtyme grene t bare 
leues vnto the tyme pat oure lord dyede on the cros 
And J>anue it dryede t so diden all tho trees pat weren 36 

1. 1, Iew-wes, C. 
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panne in the world [or elles pai failed in paire hertes and 
become liolle within, of whilk per er many $it standand in 
diueree placez of the world] (*) And summo eeyn be here 
4 prophecyes pot a lord, a Prince of the west syde of the world 
schall wynnen the lond of promyssioun j*ot is the holy lond At the re 

conqueut of 

wtt^ help© of cristene men t he schall do synge a masse 
vndir pot drye tree t pan the treo scliall wexen grene t 
8 bere bothe fruyt t leves And porgh pot myracle manye 
Sara$ines t Iewes schuH ben turned to cristene feyth. 

And perfore pei don gret worschipe pereto t kepen it fuH 
besyly. And all be it so pot it be drye natheles ^it he 
12 bereth gret vertuo for certeynly he pot hath a litill pere Jjrtajsof 
of vpon him it heleth him of the fallynge euyH, And 
his ho re schall not ben afoundred t manye oper vertues 
it hath, Wherefore men 1 holdeu it full precyous. From p foi.aa a] 
16 Ebron men gon to Bethlem in half a day, for it is but Bethlehem, 
.v. myle t it is full fayre weye be pleynes t wodes full 
delectable. Bethleem is a lityll cytee long t narwe t 
wel walled t in eche syde enclosed witA gode dyches 
20 And it was wont to ben cleped Effrata, as holy wrytt 
seyth : Ecce audiuimus euat in effrata, pot is to seye: 
lo wee lierde him in effrata. And toward the est ende 
of the cytee is a full fair chirche and a graciouse t it 
24 hath many toures, pynacles t corneres fuH stronge t 
curiously made And wttAin pot chirche ben .xhiij. 
pyleres of marble grete t faire. And betwene the cytee 
t the chirche is the feld Floridous, pot is to seyne, the campus 
28 feld flori8sched. For als moche as a faire may den was The innocent 
blamed with wrong t sclaundred pot sche hadde don iHved from 
fornycacioun, For whiche cause sche was demed to the flre ‘ 
deth t to be brent in pot place, to the whiche sche was 
32 ladd. And as the fyre began to brenne aboute hire sche 
made hire preyeres to oure lord pot as wissely as sche 
was not gylty of pot synne pot he woldo helpe hire t 
make it to be knowen to aH men of his mercyful 1 grace. 

36 And whan sche hadde pus seyd sche entred in to the 
( 1 ) J Omitted through homoiotel. Restored partly from Eg. 
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[CH. X. THE DESERT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

fuyr And anon was the fuyre quenched t oute. And the 
brondes pat weren brenuyngc beconien red roseres And 
the brondes pat weron not kyndlod nor tend becomen 
white roseres full of roses. And Jjeiso 1 weren the first 4 
Roseres t Roses bothe white t rede, pat euere ony man 
saugh. And pus was j>is mayden saued be the grace of 
god And )>erfore is pat feld clept the feld of god florysscht, 
for it was full of roses. Also besyde the queer of the 8 
chirche at the right syde as men comen dounward .xvj. 
greces is the place whore oure lord was born, J>at is full 
wel dyght of marble. t full richely poynted with gold 
syluer azure t o per coloures. And .iij. paas besyde 12 
is the crybbo of the ox t the asse. And besyde pat is 
the place where the sterre fell pat ladde the .iij. kynges 
Iaspar Melchior \ Balthazar, But men of Grece clepen 
hem )>us : Galgalath Malgalath t Saraphie, And the Iewes 16 
clepen [hem] in this manero in Ebrew: Appelius Amerbius 
t Damahus. Theiso .iij. kynges offreden to oure lord gold 
ensence t myrre And )>ei metten to gedre J>orgh myracle of 
god, For )>ei metten to gedre in a cytee in yndo pat men 20 

4 * 

clepen Cassak J>at is .liij. iourneyes fro Bethteom. And 
J>ei weren at Bethleem the .xiij. day And pat was the 
.iiij. day after J>at )> e i hadden seyn the sterre whan J>ei 
metten in J»at cytee, And J>ns )>ei weren in .ix. dayes 24 
fro pat cytee at Bethleem t pat was gret myracle. Also 
vnder the cloystre of the chirche be .xviij. degrees at the 
right syde is the charueH of the Innocentes where here 
bones ly^n And before the place whore oure lord was 28 
bom is the tombe of seynt a Ierome pat was a preest t a 
Cardynati pat translatedo the bible t the psaultere from 
Ebrew in to latyn And withoute the mynstre is the 
chayere pat he satt in whan he translated it. And faste 32 
besyde j>ot chirche a .lx. fedme is a chirche of seynt 
Nicholas where oure lady rested hire after sclie was 
lyghted of oure lord And for as meche as sche had to 
meche mylk in hire pappes j>at greued hire, sche mylked 36 
hem on the rede stones of marble so pat the traces may 
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$it ben sene in the stones aH w[h]yte.( 1 ) And jeo scliuti 
vnderstondo pot ati pot dwellen in Bethleem ben cristene 
men And pere ben faire vynes aboute the cytee 4 gret 
4 plentee of wyn pot the cristene men lian don let make 
But the Saraziues ne tylon not no vynes ne pei 
drynken no wyn. For here bokes of here lawe pot 

Makomete betokc hew, whiche pei clepen here Alkaron 
8 t suwme clepen it Mesaph 4 in anoper langage it is 
eloped Harme And the same boke forbedeth hew to 
drinke wyn, For in pot boke Machomete cursed aH po 
pot drynken wyn 4 alle hew pot sclle?i it. For suwmen 
12 seye pot ho slough ones an heremyte in his dronkeness 
pot he loued ful wel And perfore lie cursed wyn 4 hew 
pot drynken it. But his curs be turned in to his owne 
lied as holy writt scitli: Et in vertioem ipsius iniquitas 
16 eius dk8cendet, pot is for to seye : his wykkedness 
scliall turne 4 falle in his owne heed. 1 And also the 
Sarazines bryngen forth no pigges nor pei eten no swynes 
flesscli, for pci seye it is brother to man 4 it was forboden 
20 be the oldc lawe 4 pei holde[n]( 2 ) hew alle acurscd pot eten 
pereof. Also in the lond of Palestyne 4 in the lond of 
Egypt pei eten but lytill or non of flessch of veel or of 
boef but he bo so old pot he may nomoro trauayle for 
24 elde, for it is forbode And for because pei hauen but 
fewe of hew, perfore pei norissche hew for to ere here 
londes. In this cytee of Bethleem was Dauid. the kyng King David, 
bom And he hadde .lx. wyfes 4 the firste wyf highte 
28 Michol And also ho hadde .ccc. lewmannes. And fro 
Bethleem vnto IerwsoJem nys but .ij. mylo And in the 
weye to Ierwsolem half a myle fro Bethleem is a chirche 
where the aungel seyde to the schepperdes of the birthe 
32 of crist. And in pot weye is the tombe of Rachett pot 
was Iosephes moder the poJriarke. And sche dyede anon 
after pot sclie was delyuered of hire sone Beniamyn 4 
pere sclie was buryed of Iacob hire husbonde, And he 
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[CH. X. THE DESERT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

leet setten .xij. grete stones on hire in tokene jjat ache 
had bom .xij. children. In j>at same weye half myle 
fro Ierusalem appered the sterre to the .iij. kynges, In 
pat weye also ben manye chirches of cristene men be the 
whiche men gon towardes the cytee of Ierusalem. 


OF THE PILGRIMAGES IN IERC/NAL^M t OF 
THE HOLY PLACES Jj^ffABOWTE. 


A FTER for to speke of Ierusalem the holy cytee $ee 
schuH vndirstondo pat it stont full faire betwene 
hilles t 1 pere ben no ryueres ne welles but water cometh 8 
be condyte from Ebron. And ^ee schutt vnderstonde J>at 
Ierusalem of olde tyme vnto the tyme of Melchisedech 
was cleped Iebus, And after it was clept Salem vnto the 
tyme of kyng Dauid pat putte theise .ij. names togidere t 12 
cleped it Iebusalem And after pat kyng Salomon cleped 
it Ierosolomye And after Jjot men cleped it Ierusalem t 
so it is cleped $it. And aboute Ierusalem is the kyngdom 
of Surrye And pere besyde is the lond of Palestyne And 16 
besyde it is Ascolone And besyde pat is the lond of 
Maritame. But Ierusalem is in the lond of Iudee, And 
it is clept Iude for pat Iudas Machabeus was kyng of 
J>at contree And it marcheth Estward to the kyngdom 20 
of Arabye, on the south sydo to the lond of Egipt t on 
the west syde to the grete see, On the north syde 
toward the kyngdom of Surrye t to the see of Cypre. In 
Ierusalem was wont to be a Patriark t Erchebysschoppes 24 
t Bisschoppes abouten in the contree. Abowten Ieru¬ 
salem ben Jieise cytees: Ebron at .vij. myle, Ierico at .vj. 
myle, Bersabee at .viij myle, Ascalon at .xvij. myle, Iaff at 
.xvj. myle, Ramatha at .iij. myle And Bethteem at .ij. 28 
myle. And a .ij. myle from Bethteem toward the south 
is the chirche of seynt karitot pat was Abbot pere For 


1. 5, men, repeated in C. 
1. 22, to, repeated in C. 
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whom )>ei maden meche dool amonges the rnonkes whan 
he scliolde dye t $it J>ei ben in moomyngo 1 in the wise p foi. 34 6] 
))at )>ei maden here lamentacioun for him the firste tyme 
4 t it is fuH gret pytee to beholde. This contree t lond of 
Ieruealem hath ben in many dyuerse naciounes hondes Many 

_ nations have 

And often berfore hath the contree suffred meche tribu- ruled the 

r Holy Land. 

lactoun for the synne of the pocple \>al duellen per*. For 
8 pat contree hath ben in the hondes of aH nacyouns pat is to 
seyne of I ewes, of.Chananees, Assiryenes, Persos, Medoynes, 
Macedoynes, of Grokes, Romaynes, of Cristenemen, of 
Sarrazines, Barbaryenos, Turkes, Tartaryenes t of manye 
12 othere dyuerse nacyouns. For god wole not pat it be longe 

in the hondes of traytoures ne of synneres be bei cristene or No ainnors 

J J T can hold It 

othere And now haue the hethene men holden pat lond in long, 
here hondes .xl. $ere t more, But )>ei schuH not holde it 
16 longe $if god wole. And $ee scliuH vndirstondo J>ot whan 
men comen to Ierusalem here first pilgrymage is to the 
chirche of the holy Sepulcre where oure lord was buryed The Holy 

. . Sepulchre. 

pat is wUnouto the cytee on the north syde But it is now 
20 enclosed in with the toun waH. And Jiere is a fuB fair 
chircho aH Rownd t open aboue t couered with leed 
And on the west syde is a fair tour t an high for belles 
strongly made And in the inyddes of the chirche is a 
24 tabernacle as it were a lytytt hows made with a low litytt 
dore And J>at tabernacle is mado in m&nere of half a 
compas right curiousely t richely made of gold t azure t The 

Compass. 

oper& riche coloures full nobelyche made And 8 in the pr 0 i.s&a] 
28 right syde of pat tabernacle is the sepulcre of oure lord 
And the tabernacle is .viij. fote long t .v. fote wyde t .xj. 
fote in heghte. And it is not longe sithe the sepulcre 
was aH open pat men myghten kisse it t touche it. But 
32 for pilgrymes pat comen thider peyned hem to breke the 

ston in peces or in poudre berfore the Soudan hath do Why the 

r r r Sepulchre 

make a waH aboute the sepulcre pat noman may towche j" fenced 
it. But in the left syde of the waH of the tabernacle is 
36 wel the heighte of a man is a gret ston to the quality tee of 
a mannes lied pat was of the holy sepulcre t pat ston 

MAN DEVI LLE. E 
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kissen the pilgrymes j>ot comen fider. In fat tabernacle 
ben no wyndowes but it is aH made light with lampes fat 
hangen before the sepulcre And fere is a lampe pat 
hongeth before the Sepulcre pat brenneth light -t on the 4 
gode Fryday it goth out be himself [and on fe Pasch day 
it lightez agayne by it self] (*) at pat hour pat oure lord roos 
fro deth to lyuo. Also with in the chirche at the right 
syde besyde the queer of the chirche is the mount of 8 
Caluarye where oure lord was don on the cros And it is 
a roche of white colour and a lytiH medled with red 
And the cros was set in a morteys in the same roche t on 
pat roche dropped the wonndos of oure lord whan he was 12 
pyned on the cross t pat is cleped Galgatha, And men 
gon vp to pat Golgatha be degreos. And in the place of 
pat morteys was Adames hod founden after Xoes flode in 
tokene pat thesynnes of Adam scholde ben bought in pat 16 
same place And vpon pat roche made Abraham sacrifise 
to oure lord. And )>ere is an awtere And before pat 
awtier ly 3 n Godefray de Bolcyne t Bawdewyn) t of ere 
cristeno kynges of Ierasalem. And fere nygh where oure 20 
lord was crucyficd is this writen in Greew: Otheos 

BASILION Y8MON PiJOSIONAS ERGASA BOTH FAS EMESOTIS GY8. 

pat is to seyne in latyn : Hie deus nostf.k Rex 

ANTE 8FCULA OPERATU8 E8T 8ALUTEM IN MEDIO TERRE. 24 
pat is to soyc : this god oure kyng before the worldes 
hath wrought liele in myddes of the crthc. Anri also on 
fat roche where the cros was sett is writen within the 
roche feise wordcs : Cyos myst ys basis toupisteos they 28 
thesmofy, pat is to seyne in latyn : Quod vides est 

FUNDAMENTUJf TOCIU8 FIDEI MUNDI HUIU8, fat is to Seye *. 

fat fou seest is ground of aH the world t of this feyth. 
And 30 c schuH vndirstonde fat whan oure lord was don 32 
vpon the cros he was .xxxiij. 3 er t .iij. monethes of 
elde And the prophccyc of Dauid. seyth f us: Quad- 

RAGINTA ANNIS PAOXIMUS FUI GENE /? AC/ON I HUIC, pat 

is to seye: Fourty 3 ecr was I noighhore to this kynrede, 36 

H Eg. 1982. 
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[CH. XI. JERUSALEM AND THE SEPULCHRE.] 

And pus scholdo it seme pat the propheeyes ne were not 
trewe, But J>ei ben bothe trewc, For in old tyrao men 
maden o jocr of .x. monethes, of the wliicho March was 
4 the firste t Docombre was the laste, But Gayus pat was 
Eraperour of Romo putte> Jjeiso .ij. monethes pere to : 
Janyuer t Feuerer t ordeyned the ^eer of .xij. monethes, 
1 pat is to seye .ccclxv. dayes witAouto lepe ^eer after the 
8 propre cours of the sonpe. And perlovQ after cowntyngo 
of .x. monethes of the 3 eer he dyedo in the .xl. ^eer, as 
the jiropheto soyde t after the ^eer of .xij. monethes he 
was of ago .xxxiij. ^eer t .iij. monethes. Also witAin the 
12 mount of Caluarie on the right side is an awtere where 
the piler ly^th pat oure lord Ihesu was bounden to whan 
he was scourged And pers l)esyde .iiij. fote ben .iiij. 
pileres of ston pat attweys droppen water t summon seyn 
16 pat )>ei wepen for oure lordes doth. And nygh pat aw tier 
is a place vnder erthe .xlij. degrees of depnesse where the 
holy croys was foundon be the wytt of seynte Elyne vnder 
a rochc where the Iewes had hidde it And pat was the 
20 verray croys assayed For J>ei founden .iij. crosses, on 
of oure lord t .ij. of the .ij. tliefes And seynte Elyne 
preued hem on a ded body pat aros from deth to lyue 
whan f»at it was leyd on it pat oure lord dyed on. And 
24 Jieroby in the waH is the place where the .iiij. nayles of 
oure lord weren hidd, For he had .ij. in his hondee t 
.ij. in his feet And of on of jieise the Emperour of Costan- 
tynople made a brydiH to his hors to bere him in bataylle 
28 t ]>orgh vertuc jiercof he ouercam his enemyes And wan 
aH the lond of Asye the lesso pat is to seye Turkye, 
Ennonye the lasse t the more And from Surrye to 
Ierusalem, From Arabye to Persic, from Mesopotayme 
32 to the kyngdom of Halappee, From Egypt the highe t the 
lowe t all the ojiere kyngdomes vnto 8 the dope of Ethiope 
t in to ynde the lesso pat )>anne was cristcne. And Jiere 
was in jxit tyme many gode holy men t holy heremytes of 
36 whom the book of fadres lyfes speketh t j>ei ben now in 
paynemos t sarazines hondes, But whan god aH myghty 
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[CH. XI. JERUSALEM AND THE SEPULCHRE.} 

wole right als the londes weren lost )>orgh synne of 
cristone men, so schuH J>ei ben wonnen a$en be cristen 
men porgh help of god. And in myddes of pot chirche is a 
compas in the whiche Ioseph of Aramathie leyde the body 4 
of oure lord whan he had taken him down of the croys t pere 
he wassched the woundes of oure lord And pot compas 
seye men is the myddes of the world. And in the chirche 
of the sepulchre on the north syde is the place where oure 8 
lord was put in prisoun, For he was in prisoun in many 
places. And per is a portye of the cheyne pot he was 
bounden with And pere he appered first to Marie Magda- 
leyne whan he was rysen t sche wende pat he had ben 12 
a gardener. In the chirche of seynt Sepulcre was wont 
to ben Chanouns of the ordre of seynt Augnetyn t hadden 
a Priour but the Patriark was here souereyn. And witA- 
oute the dores of the chirche on the right syde as men 16 
gon vpward .xviij. greces seyde oure lord to his moder : 
Mulikb bcce filius tuub, pat is to seye : Womman lo 
thi sone, And after pot he seyde to John his disciple: 
Ecce mater tua, pat is to seyne : lo behold thi moder 20 
And peise wordee he seyde on the cros. And on poise 
greces wente oure lord J whan he bare the cros on his 
schulder And vnder this grees is a cliapett t in pot 
chapett syngen prestes yndyenes pot is to seye prestes of 24 
ynde noght after oure lawe but after here t aH wey pei 
maken here sacroment of the awtier [of breed] (*) seyenge 
Pater nobt eh t opere preyeres perewitA, WitA the whiche 
preyeres pei seye the wordes pat the sacrement is made of 28 
For pei ne knowe not the Addiciouns pot many popes han 
made, but pei synge witA gode deuoctoun. And pere nere 
is the place where pot oure lord rested him whan he was 
wery for berynge of the cros. And $ee schuH vnder- 32 
stonde pot before the chirche of the Sepulcre is the cytee 
more feble pan in ony othere portie for the grete playn 
pot is betwcne the chirche t the citee. And toward the 
Est syde witAoute the walles of the cytee is the vale of 36 

O Eg- 
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[CH. XI. JERUSALEM AND THE SEPULCHRE.] 

Iosaphath pat toucheth to the walles as pough it were 
a large dyeh, And abouen pat vale of Iosaphath, out of the 
cytee, is the. chirche of Seynt Steuene where he was 
4 stoned to deth And pere beside is the gildene $ate pot 
may not ben opened, be the whiche $ate oure lord entrede 
oh Palmesonday vpon an asse t the $ate opened a^enst 
him whan he wolde go vnto the temple Ajid $it apperen 
8 the steppes of the asses feet in .iij. places of the degrees 
pot ben of fuH harde ston. And before the chirche of 
seynt Sepulcre toward the south a .cc. paas is the gret 
hospital! of seynt Iohn of the whiche the Hospitoleres 
12 hadd 1 here foundacioun And wttAinne the palays of the 

XX 

sekemen of pot hospital! ben .vj. t .iiij. pileres of ston And 

in the walles of the hows wt’tAoute the nombre aboueseyd 

u 

pere ben .liiij. pileres pat beren vp the hows And fro pot 
16 hospital! to go toward the Est is a fuH fayr chirche pot 
is clept nosfre Dame la graund And pan is pere another 
chirche right nygh pot is clept nosJre Dame de latyne. 
And pere weren Marie Cleophee t Mario Magdaleyne 
20 t teren here heer whan oure lord was peyned in the 
croe. 


OF THE TEMPLE OF OURE LORD; OF 
CRUELTEE OF KYNG HEROUD; OF THE 
MOUNT SYON; OF PROBATICA PISCINA, 
AND OF * NATATORIUM SYLOE. 

ND fro the chirche of the Sepulcre toward the Est 



at .viij. paas is Tbmpluat Domini. It is right a 
24 feir hows t it is aH round t high t c[u]uered vrith leed 
t it is wel paued -with white marble, But the sarazines 
wole not suffre no cristene man ne Iewes to come perein, 
For pei seyn pot none so foule synfuH men scholde not 
28 come in so holy place. But I cam in pere t in othere 
places pere I wolde for I hadde leftres of the Soudan 
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[CH. XII. THE TEMPLE, SION AND OLIVET.] 


[i foL 88 a] 
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[2 fol. 88 &] 


his grete seel t comounly o per men han but his 
signett. In the whiche lettres he commanded of his 
specyaH grace to alt his subgettes to lete me seen alt the 
places t to enformc me pleynly alt the mysteries of euery 4 
place t to condyte me fro cytee to eytee $if it were nede t 
buxomly to resceyue me t my companye H for to obeye to 
alt my requestes resonable $if )>ei weren not gretly a$en 
the Ryalt power t dignytce of the Soudan or of his lawe. 8 
And to oJ>ere pat asken him grace, suche as han serued 
him he ne ;eueth not but his signett the whiche j>ei make ' 
to be born before hem hangynge on a spere. And the 
folk of the contreo don gret worechipe t reuerenco to his 12 
signett or his seel t knelen Jjereto as lowly as wee don to 
Corpus Domini And $it men don fuli grettere reuerence 
to his lettres, For the AdmyraH t alte o|>ere lordes J>ot 
J>ei ben schewed to, before or J>ei resceyue hem J>ei knelen 16 
doun t )>an )>ei take hem t putten hem on here hedes 
t after j>ei kissen hem t J»an Jjei reden hem knelynge 
with gret reuerence t J>an |>ei ofEren hem to do alt pat the 
berere asketh. And in this templum domini weren 20 
somtyme Chanouns Reguleres t ]>ei hadden an Abbot to 
whom J»ei weren obedient. And in this temple was 
Charlemayn whan J»at the aungelt broughte him the 
prepuce of oure lord Ihesu crist of his Circumcisioun And 24 
after kyng Charles leet bryngen it to Parys in to his 
chapelt And after pat he leet brynge it to Peyteres t 
after pat to Chartres. And $ee schult vnderstonde pat 
this is not the temple J>at Salomon made, for )>at temple 28 

dured not but .me t ij. ^eer, For Tytus YaspasianCs 

sone Emperour of Rome had loyd sege aboute Iemsolem 

for to discomfyte the Iewes for J>ei putten oure lord to 

dethe, 2 witAouten leue of the Emperour And whan he 32 

hadde wonnen the cytee he brente the temple t beet it 

down t all the cytee t toke the Iewes t dide hem to 
urn t 

dethe .xj.cm. t the othere he putto in prisoun t solde hem 


L 36, Total: 11,900. 
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[CH. XII. THE TEMPLE, SION AND OLIVET.] 
tl 

to seruage .xxx. for o peny, for bei seyde bei boughte 

u 

Ihesu for .xxx. pcnyes And he made of horn better cheep 

ti 

Whan he jaf .xxx. for o peny. And after J»ot tyme 
4 Iulianus Apostata pat was Emperour jaf leue to the 
Iewes to make the temple of Iemsalem for he hated 
cristene men. And jit he was cristned but he forsoke 
his lawo t becam a renegate And whan the Iewes hadden 
8 made the temple coin an erthequakeng t cast it doun as 
god wolde t destroyed aR Jxit J>ei had made. And after 
pat Adryan pat was Emperour of Rome t of the lynage 
of Troye made Jerusalem ajen t the temple in the same 
12 manere as Salomon made it And he wolde not suffre no 
Iewes to dwelt fere, but only cristene men, For although 
it were so pat he were not cristned jit he louedo cristene 
men more fan ony other nacioun saf his owne. This 
16 Emperour leet enclose the chirche of seynt Sepulcre t 
walle it wit Ain the cytee, fat before was witAoute the 
cyteo long tyme beforn And he wolde haue chaunged the 
name of Ierusalem t haue cleped it Elya But fat name 
20 lasted not longe. Also jee schuR vndirstonde pat the 
sarazines don moche reuerence to fat temple t fei seyn 
pat that place is right holy And whan fei gon Mn ]>ei 
gon barefote t knelen many tymes And whanne my 
24 felowes t I seygh pat whan wee comen in wee diden of 
oure schoon t camen in barefote t fougliten J>at wee 
Beholden don as moche worschipe t reuerence fereto as 
ony of the mysbeleeuynge men scholde t als gret con- 
28 punctioun in herte to haue. This temple is .lxiiij. cubytes 
of wydeness t als manye in Iqpgthe And of heghte it is 


.vj. cubites And it is witAjnne aR aboute made witA 
pyleres of marble t in the myddel place of the temple 
32 ben many high stages of .xiiij. degrees of heghte made 
with gode pylers aR aboute. And this place the Iewes 
callen Sancta Sanctorum pat is to seye holy of halewes 
And in \>at place cometh noman saf only here prelate 
36 pat maketh here sacrifise And the folk stonden aR 
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aboute in diuerse stages after J>ei ben of dignytee or of 
worschipe so pat J»ei att may see the sacrifice. And in 
pat temple ben .iiij. entrees t the ^ates lien of cypress wel 
made t curiousely dight And witAin the Est $ate oure 
lord seyde : here is Ierusalem. And in the north syde of 4 
pat temple witAin the $ate pere is a welle but it renneth 
noght of the whiche holy writt spekethof -t soyth: Yidi 
aqua 4f egredientem DB templo, pat is to seyne : I saugh 
water come out of the temple. And on |>at other syde of 8 
the temple pere is a roche J>at men clepen Moriach, but 
after it was clept Bethel where the Arke of god with 
relykes of Iewes weren wont to ben put. Jjat 1 arke 
or hucche with the Relikes Tytus ledde witA hym to 12 
Rome whan he had scomfyted att the Iewes. In pat 
arke weren the .x. commandementee t of Aarones $erde t 
of Moyses }erde with the whiche ho made the rede see 
doparten as it had ben a watt on the right syde t on the 16 
left syde, while pat the peple of Israel passeclen the see 
drye foot. And witA pat ^erdo he smoot the Roche t 
the water cam out of it t with pat jerde he dide manye 
wondres. And j>ero in was a vessel of gold futt of 20 
Manna t clothinges t honournementes t the tabernacle of 
Aaron t a [table]( 1 ) square of gold witA .xij. precyous stones 
And a boyst of Iasper grene with .iiij. figures t .viij. 
names of oure lord t .vij. candelsl.ykes of gold t .xij. 24 
pottos of gold t .iiij. Censores of gold t an Awtier of gold 
t .iiij. lyouns of gold vpon the whiche J>ei bare Cherubyn 
of gold .xij. spannes long and the Cercle of Swannes of 
heuene witA a tabernacle of gold t a table of syluer t 28 
.ij. trorapes of siluer * .vij. barly loues t att the opere 
relikes pat weren before the birthe of oure lord Ihesu crist. 
And vpon pat roche was Iacob slepyngo whan he saugh 
the aungeles gon vp t doun by a ladder t he seyde: Verb 32 
locus 18 TH SANorua est t ego ignorabam, pat is to seyne: 
Forsothe this place is holy t I wiste it nought. And 


( x ) t&Wnacle, C. 

1. 14, >at, repeated in C. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



[CH. Xn. THE TEMPLE, SION AND OLIVET.] 


57 


pere an aungel helde Iacob stille 4 turned his name 4 
cleped him Israel. And in pat same place Dauid saugh 
the Aungett pat smot the folk with a swerd 4 put it vp 
4 blody in the schethe. 1 And in pat same Roche was 
seynt Symeon whan he resceyued oure lord in to the 
temple. And in this roche he sette him whan the Iewes 
wolde a stoned him 4 a sterre cam doun 4 ;af him 
8 light. And vpon pat Roche preched oure lord often 
tyme to the peple t out pat seyd temple oure lord drof 
out the byggeres t the selleres. And vpon pat roche 
oure lord sette him whan the Iewes wolde haue 
12 stoned him t the Roche cleef in two 4 in pat 
cleuynge was oure lord hidd And pere cam doun a sterre 4 
}af light 4 serued him with cl are tee. And vpon pat roche 
satt oure lady t lerned hire sawtere And pere oure lord 
16 foi^af the womman hire synnes pat was founden in 
avowtrie And pere was oure lord circumcyded And pere 
the aungett schewede tydynge* to zacharie of the birthe of 
seynt Baptyst his sono And pere offred first Melchisedech 
20 bred t wyn to oure lord in tokene of the sacrement pat 
was to comene And pere fell Dauid preyeng to oure lord 
t to the Aungett pat smot the peple pat he wolde hAue 
mercy on him 4 on the peple 4 oure lord herde his preyere 
24 4 perfore wolde he make the temple in pat place, but oure 
lord forbade him be an Aungett. for he had don tresoun 
whan he leet sle vrie the worthi knyght for to haue 
Bersabee his wyf And perfore all the purueyance pat he 
28 hadde ordeyned to make the temple witA he toke it 
Salomon his sone 4 he made it. And he preyed oure 
lord pat all po pat preyeden to him in pat place witA 
gode herte pat he wolde heren here preyere 4 graunten it 
32 hem jif pei asked it right * fullyche And oure lord 
graunted him And perfore Salomon cleped pat temple the 
temple of conseill 4 of help of god. And witAoute the 
;ate of pat temple is an awtiere where Iewes weren wont 
36 to offren dowues 4 turtles. And betwene the temple 4 
pat awtier was zacharie slayn 4 vpon the pynacle of pat 
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temple was oure lord brought for to ben tempted of the 

enemye the feend. And on the lieghte of pat pynacle the 

% 

Iewes setten seynt lame t costed bym down to the erthe 
pat first was bisschopp of Ierusalem. And at the entree 4 
of pat temple toward the west is the ;ato pat is clept 
Pobta 8 PE 0 I 06 A. And nygh besyde pat temple vpon the 
right syde is a chirche couered with leed pat is clept 
Salomones scole And fro pat temple towardes the south 8 
right nygh is the temple of Salomon pat is right fair t 
wel pollisscht And in pat temple duotie the knyghtes of 
the temple pat weren wont to be clept Templeres t pat 
was the fundacioun of here ordre so pat pore duelleden 12 
knyghtes t in templo Dom/ni Chanouns Kegulerea. 

XX 

Fro pat temple to ward the Est a .vj. paas in the com ere 
of the cytee is the bath of oure lord And in pat bath was 
wont to come water fro paradys t $it it droppeth. And 16 
pere besyde is oure ladyes bed And faste by is the 
[tombe] of seynt Symeon. t witAoute the cloystre of the 
temple toward the north is a fuH faire chirche of seyntc 
Anne oure ladyes moder And per 1 was oure lady con- 20 
ceyued And before pat chirche is a gret tree pat began to 
growe the same nyght. And vnder pat chirche in goenge 
doun be .xxij. degrees lyth loachym oure ladyes fader in 
a faire tombe of ston And pere besyde lay somtyme seynt 24 
Anne his wif but seynt Helyne leet translate hire to 
Costantynople. And in pat chirche is a welle in manere 
of a cisteme pat is clept Probatica piscina pat hath .v. 
entreez. Into pat welle Aungeles weren wont to come 28 
from heuene t bathen hem wttAjnne t what man pat first 
bathed him after the mevynge of the water was made 
hool of what maner sykenes pat he hadde. And pere 
oure lord heled a man of the palasye pat lay .xxxviij. $eer 32 
t oure lord seyde to him: Tolle grabatum tuum t 
ambitla, pat is to seye: Take thi bed t go. And pere 
besyde was Pilates hows And faste by is kyng Heroudes 
hows pat leet sle the Innocentes. This heroude was ouer 36 

1. 18, temple of seynt Symeon, C. 
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moche cursed t crueH. for first he leet sle his wif J>ot he 
louedo right weH t for the passynge loue pat he hadde to 
hire whan he saugh hire ded he feH in a rage t oute of his 
4 wytt a gret while t sithen he cam a;en to his wytt t after 
he leet sle his ,ij. sones pat he hadde of pat wyf. And after 
pat he leet sle another of his wyfes t a sone pat ho hadde 
wttA hire And after pat ho let sle his owne moder t he 
8 wolde haue slayn his broJ)er also, but he dyede sodeynly. 
And after pat he dide ah the harm pat he cowde or 
inyglite And after he fell in to sekness t whan he felte 
1 pat he scholde dye he sente after his suster t after all 
12 the lordes of his lond t whan pei were comen he leet 
commando hem to prisoun t pan he seyde to his suster 
he wiste wel pat men of the contree wolde make no sorwe 
for his doth t perfore he made his suster swere pat sche 
16 scholde lete smytc of all the hodee of the lordes whan he 
were ded t pan scholde aH the lond make sorwe for his 
doth t ell nought t pus he made his testement. but his 
suster fullfilled not his wiH For als sone as he was ded 
20 sche delyuered aH the lordes out of prisoun t lete hem 
gon eche lord to his owne [hous] t tolde hem aH the 
purpos of hire brothers ordynance t so was this cursede 
kyng neuer made sorwe fore as he supposed for to haue 
24 ben. And $ee schuH vnderstonde pat in pat tyme pere 
weren .iij. heroudes of gret name t loos for here crueltee. 
This heroude of which I haue spoken oflfe was Heroud 
Asoolonite And he pat leet beheden seynt Iohn the 
28 Baptist was Heroude Antypa And he pat leet smyte of 
seynt lames hed was Heroude Aorippa t he putte 
seynt Peter in prisoun. Also furthermore in the cytee 
is the chirclie of seynt Sauyour t pere is the left Arm of 
32 Iohn Grisostom t the more partye of the hed of seynt 
Steuene. And on pat oper syde in the strete toward the 
south as men gon to mount Syon is a chirche of seynt 
lames where he was beheded. And fro pat chirche a 


36 .vj. paas is the mount Syon t pere is 2 a faire chirche of 
oure lady where sche dwelled t pere shee dyed And pere 
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Doubting 

Thomas. 


Pentecost 


was wont to ben an abbot of Chanouns reguleres, And 
fro fens was sc he born of the Apostles vnto the vale of 
Iosapliatft. And pere is the ston pat the Aungett 
broughte to oure lady fro the mount of Synay t it is of 4 
J>at colour pat the roche is of seynt kateryne And pere 
besyde is the jate where thorgh oure lady wente whan 
sche was wttA childe whan sc he wente to Bethleem. 
Also [at] the entree of the mount syon is a chapett t in 8 
J»at chapett is the ston gret t large with the whiclie the 
sepulcre was couered with whan Ioseph of Aramathie had 
put oure lord )>erejnne. The whiche ston the .iij. Maries 
sawen turnen vpward whan j>ei comen to the sepulcre the 12 
day of his resurrexioun And peve founden an aungett )>at 
tolde hem of oure lordes vprisynge fro deth to lyue. 
And pere also is a ston in a watt besyde the jate of the 
pyleer pat oure lord was scourged ate. And pere was 16 
Annes hows pat was Bisshop of the Iewes in pat tyme 
And pere was oure lord examyned in the nyght t 
scourged t srayten t vyleously entreted. And in pat 
same place seynt Peter forsoke oure lord times or the cok 20 
creew. And pere is a party of the table J>at he made his 
sou per onne whan he made his maundee with his discyples 
whan he jaf hem his flesch t his blode in forme of bred t 
wyn. And vnder pat chapett .xxxij. degrees is the place 24 
where oure lord wossch his disciples fete And jit is the 
vessett where the water was And pere besyde pat same 
vessett was seynt Steuene buryed And pere is the autier 
where oure lady herde the Aungeles synge messe And 28 
pere appered lirst oure lord to his disciples after his 
Resurrexioun the jates enclosed 1 and seyde to hem: 

Pax vobis, pat is to seye: Pees to jou t on J>at mount 
appered crist to seynt Thomas the Apostle and bad him 32 
assaye his woundes t )>an beleeued he first t seyde: 
Dominus meu8 t deus iiEus, pat is to seye: my lord t 
my god. In the same chirche besyde the awteer weren 

att the Aposteles on Wytsonday when the holy gost 36 

1. 8, Jwt, C. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



[CH. XH. THE TEMPLE, 8ION AND OLIVET.] 


61 


descended on hem in lykness of fuyr. And pere made 
oure lord his Posk with his disciples And pere slepte 
seynt Iohn the Euuangelist vpon the breest of oure lord 
4 Ihesu crist t saugh slopynge many heuenly priuytees. 
Mount Syon is wttAjnne the cytee t it is a lytiH 
hiere )>an the o per syde of the cytee And the cytee 
is strongere on pat syde )>an on pat other syde 
8 For at the foot of the mount Syon is a faire casteH t a 
strong pat the soudan leet make. In the mount Syon 
weren buryed kyng Dauid t kyng Salomon t many 
othere kynges Iewes of Ieruealem And pero is the place 
12 where the Iewes wolden han cast vp the body of oure lady 
whan the Apostles boren the body to be buryed in the 
vale of Iosaphath And pere is the place where seynt Petir 
wepte fuH tenderly after pat he hadde forsaken oure lord. 
16 And a stones cast fro pat chapel! is ano))er chapel! where 
oure lord was jugged, for pat tyme was pere Cayphases 


hows. From pat chapel! to go toward the est at .vij. paas 
is a depe cave vnder the roche pat is clept the Galylee 
20 of (*) oure lord where seynt Peter hidde him whan he had 
forsaken oure lord. Item betwcne the mount syon t the 
temple Salomon is the place where oure lord reysed the 
mayden in hire faderes hows. Vnder the mount Syon 
24 toward the vale of Iosaphath is a welle pat is clept 
Natatoriua/ Siloe t pere was oure lord wasshen after 
his baptemo Anil pero made 1 oure lord the blyndo man 
to see And pero was yburyed ysaye the prophote. Also 
28 streght from Natatorie Syloe is an ymage of ston t of 
olde auncyeu werk pat Absalon leet make And be cause 
pere of men clcpcn it the bond of Absalon. And faste 
by is $it the tree of Eldro pat Iudas henge him self vpon 
32 for dispcyr pat he hadde whan he solde and betrayed 
oure lord. And pere besyde was the synagoge where the 
bysschoppes of Iewes t the sarrazins camen togidere and 
helden here conseiH And pere caste Iudas the .xxx. pens 
36 before hem and seyde pat he hadde synned betrayenge 

( x ) of, repeated, C. 
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oure lord. And perc nygh was the hows of the Apostles 
Phtlipp t Iacob Alphe. And on )>ot o]>er sydo of mount 
Syon toward the south be;onde the vale a stones cast is 
Acheldamach pat is to soye the feld of blood J>ot was 4 
bought for the .xxx. liens pat ouro lord was sold foro 
And in pat feld ben many tombes of cristene men for 
pere ben manye pilgrymes grauen. And J>ere ben many 
oratories as chapeR t hermytages where lieremytos weren 8 
wont to duel!. And toward the est an .c. pas is the 
chameR of the hospitaR of seynt Iohn where men weren 
wont to putte the bones of dede men. Also fro Iemsolem 
toward the west is a fair chircho where the tree of the 12 
cros grew. And .ij. myle fro J>ens is a faire chirche 
where oure lady mette with Elizabeth whan )>ei weren 
bothe with childe t soynt Iohn stered in his modres 
wombe t made reuerenco to his creatour pal ho saugh 16 
not. And vnder the awtier of pat chirche is the place 
where seynt Iohn was born. And fro pat chirche is a 
myle to the casteH of Ernaux. And pere also oure lord 
schewed him to .ij. of his disciples after his resurrexioun. 20 
Also on pat o per syde .cc. pas fro Icrusalem is a chirche 
where was wont to 1 be the caue of the lyoun And vnder 

pat chirche at .xxx. degrees of depnoss weren entered .xij 

ra. martires in the tyme of kyng Cosdroe, pat the lyoun 24 
mette witAaR in a nyght be the wille of god. Also fro 
Ierasalem .ij. myle is the mountjoye a fuH fair place t a 
delicyous and Jiere lyth Samuel tho prophete in afair 
tombe. And men clepen it mountioyc for it ^eueth 28 
ioye to pilgrymes hertes because pat )>ere men seen first 
Ierusalem. Also betwene Ierwealem t the mount of 
Olyuete is the vale of Iosaphath vnder the walles of tho 
cyteo as I haue seyd before. And in the myddes of pat 32 
vale is a lytiR ryuere pat men clepen Torrens cedron. 
And abouen it ouerthwart lay a tre pat the cros was made 
offe pat men ^eden ouer onno. And faste by it is a lityH 
pytt in the erthc where the foot of the pileer is $it 36 

1. 2, Alphe or Alphei, C. 
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entered And pere was oure lord first scourged, for he 
was scorged t viloyusly entretod in many places. Also 
in the myddol place of the vale of Iosaphath is the 
4 chirche of oure lady t it is of .xliiij. degrees vnder the 
ertlie vnto the sepulchre of oure lady; And oure lady was 
of age whan sche dyed .lxx\j. jeer And beside the sepulcre 
of oure lady is an awtier where oure lord forjaf seynt 
8 Peter aH his synnes t fro thens toward the west vnder an 
awtere is a welle pat cometh out of the floihe of poradys. 
And wyteth wel pat pat chirche is fuR lowe in the erthe 
t sum is aH wttAjune the erthe, But I suppose wel pat it 
12 was not so founded, But for because pat Jerusalem hath 
often tyme ben destroyed t the walles abated t beten 
doun t tombled into the vale And pat )>ei han ben so 
filled ajen t the ground enhaunced, t for pat skyH is the 
16 chirche so lowe witAin the erthe t natheles men soyn 
pere comounly pat the erthe hath so ben clouen 1 syth the 
tyme pat ouro lady was pere buryed, And jit men seyn 
pere pat it wexeth t groweth euery day witAouten dowto. 
20 In pat chirche were wont to ben monkes blake pat 
hadden hire abbot. And l>esyde pat chirche is a chapoH 
besydo the Roche pat hight Gethsomany t pere was oure 
lord kyssed of Iudas. And J>ere was he taken of the 
24 Iewes And pere laft oure lord his disciples whan he wente 
to preye before his passioun whan he preyed t seyde: 
Pater si fieri potest tjjansbat A me calix iste, pat is 
to seye : Fuder jif it may be do lete this chalys go fro 
28 me, And whan he caw ajen to his disciples he fond hew 
slepyngo. And in the Roche witAjnne the chapeR jit 
apperen the fyngres of oure lordes hond whan he putte 
hew in the roche whan the Iewes wolden liaue taken hiw. 
32 And fro thens a stones cast toward the south is another 
chapeH where oure lord swotte droppes of blood. And 
)>ere right nygh is the tombe of kyng Iosaphath of whom 
the vale bereth the name. This Iosaphath was kyng of 
36 pat contree t was conuertod by an heremyte pat was a 
wortlii man t dide moche gode. And fro J)ens a bowo 
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drawght toward the south is the chircbe where seynt 
lames t Zacharie the prophete weren buryeu. And aboue 
T i>« **°nnt hat vale is the mount of Olyuete And it is clepcd so for 

of CHlrea. ’ J r m 

the plentee of Olyues pat growen )>ere. )5at mount is 4 

more high ]>an the cytee of Ierusalem is And periore may 

men vpon J?at mount see manye of the stretes of the cytee 

And betwene J>at mount t the cytee is not but the vale 

of Iosaphath pat is not fuH large t fro pat mount steigh 8 

Aicenaion oure lord Ihesu crist to heueno vpon Ascencioun day 
ehoreh. 

And jit pere scheweth the schapp of his left foot in 
[t foi. u 6] the ston, And pere is a chirche where was wont to 1 be 

An Abbot t Chanouns reguleres. And a lytyti thens 12 
•xxviij. pas is a chapeH t Jjerein is the ston on the whiche 
oure lord sat whan he prechede the .viij. blessynges t 
seyde J>us : Bbati pauperes BPi/trru. And pere he taughte 
his disciples the Pater nobter And wrot it with his 16 
fynger in a ston. And pere nygh is a chirche of seynte 
Marie Egipcyane t per® sche lyth in a tombe. And fro 
BethpUage. J>ens toward the Est a .iij. bo we schote is Bethfagee to the 

whiche oure lord sente seynt Peter t seynt lames for to 20 
seche the Asso vpon Palme sonday t rode vpon pat asse 
to Ierusalem. And in comynge doun fro the mount of 
Bethany, st. Olyuote toward the est is a castett J)at is doped Bethanye 

And J>ere dwelte Symon leprous t j>ere herberwed oure 24 
lord t after he was baptized of the apostles t was clept 
lulian t was made bisschopp, And this is the same Iulyan 
pat men clepe to for godo horberghgago, for oure lord 
herberwed with lii m in his hows. And in pat hous oure 28 
lord forjaf Mario Magdaleyno hire synnes, pere sche 
wi8sch his feet witA hire teres t wyped hem witA hire 
heer And pere seruod seynt Martha oure lord; pere oure lord 
The niaing roysed lazar fro deth to lyue bat was ded .iiij. dayes t stank 32 

of Lazarus. 

\>at was brother to Marie Magdaleyne t to Martha; And 
pere duelte also Marie Cleophe. pat castett is wel a myle 
long fro Icrusalem. Also in comynge doun fro the mount 
of Olyuete is the place where oure lord wepte vpon Ieru- 36 
salem. Aud pere besyde is the place where oure lady appe- 
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red to seynt Thomas the Aposde after hire Assumpctoun 
t $af him hire gyrdyH. And right nygh is the ston where 
ouro lord often tyme sat vpon whan lie prechede And 
4 vpon pat same he schaH sytte at the day of doom right as 
him self seyde. Also after the mount of Olyuete is the 
mount of Galilee, pera assembleden the Apostles whan 
Marie Magdaleyne cam H tolde hem of cristes vprisyngo 
8 And pere betwene the mount Olyuete t the mount Galilee 
is a chirche where the angel seyde to oure lady of hire deth. 
Also fro Bethanye to Icrico [er fyue rayle. Ierico]( 1 ) was 
somtymo a lityH: cytee but it is now aH destroyed t now 
12 is pero but a lityH village. \)at citeo tok Iosue be myracle 
of god t commandement of the Angel t destroyed it t cursed 
it t aH hem pat bygged it a^en. Of pat citee was zacheus the 
dwerf pat clorab vp into the sycomour tre for to see oure 
16 lord because he was so litiH, he myghte not seen him 
for the peple. And of pat cytee was Raab the comoun 
womman pat escaped allono with hem of hire lynage t 
sche often tyme refressched t fed the message/es of Israel 
20 t kepte hem from many grete periles of deth t pei'ioie 
sche haddc gode reward as holy writt seyth: Qui accipit 

PUOPHETAM IN NOJVIiVB MEO ME7JCEDEM PR0PHETE ACCIPIET, 

pat is to seye : he Jxzt taketh a propheto in my name, he 
24 schaH take mede of the propheto. And so hadde sche, For 
sche prophecyed to the messagercs seyengc : Nodi quod 

D0JlfiND8 TRADET VOBIS TERRAM HANC, pat is to 8eye : I WOt 

wel pat oure lord schal betake $ou this loud, And so he 
28 dido And after Salomon Naasones sone wedded hire t 
fro pat tyme was sche a wortlii womman t smiod god wel. 
Also fro Betanye gon men to Horn Iordan by a moun- 
tayne t J)orgh desert t it is nygh a day iorneye fro 
32 Bethanye toward the est to a gret hiH where oure lord 
fasted .xl. dayes. Vpon pat hiH the enemy of heH bare 
ouro lord t tempted him t seyde: Die vt lapides isti panes 
fiant, pat is to seye: sey |>at theise stones be made loues. 
36 In pat place vpon the hiH was wont to ben a faire chirche, 
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but it is aH destroyed so Jxzt Jiere is now but an hermytage 
Jiat a maner of cristene men holden Jiat ben cleped Geor- 
gyenes for seynt George conuerted he;n. Vpon x pot hiH 
duelte Abraham a gTet while t Jiei-fore men clepen it 4 
Abrahames gardyn And betwcne the hiH t this gardyn 
renneth a lityH broke of water ]>ot was wont to ben 
bytter, but be the blessyng of heliseo the prophete it 
becam swete t godo to drynke. And at the foot of this 8 
hiH toward the playn is a grete welle Jiat entreth into 
flom Iordan. Fro Jiat hiH to Ierico Jiat I spak of before 
is but a myle in goynge toward flom Iordan. Also as men 
gon to Ierico sat the blynde man cryenge : In/;su fili 12 
T)auid misereke mei, Jiat is to seye: Ihesu dauides sone 
haue me?*cy on me, t anon he haddo his sight. Also .ij. 
myle fro Ierico is flom Iordan t an half myle more nygh 
is A fairo chirche of seynt Iohn the Baptist, where he 16 
baptised oure lord And pere besyde is the hous of Ieremye 
the prophete. 


Ch.xm. OF THE DEDE SEE, AND OF THE FLOM 

JORDAN; OF THE HED OF SEYNT JOHN THE 
BAPTIST, t OF THE YSAGES OF THE 
SAMAR1TANES. 

The Dead A ND fro Jerico a .iij. myle is the dede see; Aboute 

XjL pat see groweth moche Alom t of Alkatran. 20 
EngeddL Betwene Jerico t Jiat see is the lond of Dengadde t Jiere 

was wont to growe the bawme, But men make drawe the 
braunches Jiereof t beren hem to ben graffed at Babyloyne, 
And $it men clepen hem vynes of Gaddy. At a cost of Jiat 24 
see as men gon from Arabe is the mount of the Moabytes 
where Jiere is a cave Jiat men clepen karua. Ypon Jiat 
Balaam the hiH ladde Balak the sone of Booz Balaam the prest for to 

priest, Hon 

ofBeoror curse the peple of Israel. Jiat dede see departeth the 28 

lond of [Iudee]( 1 ) t of Arabye and Jiat see lasteth from 
zoar. Soara vnto Arabye. The water of Jiat see is fuH bytter 

(*) ynde, MS. 
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t salt And ^iff the ertho were made moyst t weot with 
pat water it wolde neuere here fruyt. And the erthe 
t the lond chaungep often his colour And it casteth t 
4 out of the water a thing )>at men clepen Aspalt Also gret 
peces as the gretness of on hors 1 euery day t on all sydes. 
And fro Ierweolem to pat see is .CC. furlonges; pat see is 
in lengthe fyue hundred and foure skore furlonges And 
8 in brede an hundred and fifty furlonges And it is clept 
the dede see for it renneth nought, but is euere vnmou- 
able. And nouther man ne best ne nothing pat bereth 
lif in him ne may not dyen in pat see And pat hath ben 
12 preued many tymes be men pat ban disserued to ben dede 
pat han ben cast Jierjnne t left )>erjnne .iij. dayes or .iiij. 
* )>ei ne myghte neuer dye ferjnne for it resceyueth no 
thing. witAjnne him that bereth lif. And noman may 
16 drynken of the water for bytternesse, And $if a man caste 
jren per am it wole flete abouen, And $if men caste a fedre 
Jjerein it wole synke to the botme. And )»eise ben 
things a^enst kynde. And also the cytees pere weren 
20 lost because of synne [a^enst kynde] And J>ere besyden 
growen trees Jwt beren fuH: faire apples t faire of colour 
to beholde but whoso breketh hem or cutteth hem in two 
he schall fynde witAin hem coles t cyndres jn tokene pat 
24 be w rat the of god the cytees t the lond weren brente 
t sonken in to helle. Summon clepen pat see the lake 
dalfetidee, summe the flom of deueles t summe the flom 
pat is euer stynkynge [for )>e water Jieroff es stynkand]^ 1 ) 
28 And in to )>at see sonken the .v. cytees be wratthe of god 
pat is to seyne Sodom Gomorre Aldama Seboym t Segor 
for the abhomynable synne of sodomye pat regned in 
hem. But Segor be tho preyere of loth was saued t kept 
32 a gret while For it was sett vpon an liiH And $it scheweth 
)>erof sum porty aboue the water t men may see the 
walles whan it is fayr weder t cleer. In pat cytee loth 
dwelte a lytyB while t per% was he made dronken of his 
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Pfol. 


Lot’* wife. 


▲ge of cir- 
cumciaion 
among Jews 
and Muham¬ 
madans, 


The mouth 
of Jordan. 


Jabbok. 


[2 fol. 47 a] 


d ought res t lay with licm t engciulrecl of hem Moab 
t Anion And the cause wlii his doughtres made him 
dronken t for to ly by hem was this: because pei 1 sawgh 
no man aboute hem but only here fader And perfore J>ei 4 
trowed pat god had destroyed aft the world as ho hadde 
don the cytees, as he had don before be Noeis flood, 
t perfore pei wolde ly wt'tA here fader for to haue issue t 
for to replenysscho the world a$en witA peple to restore 8 
the world a$en be hem, for pei trowed pat per had ben no 
mo men in aft the world. And pf here fader had not ben 
dronken ho hadde not yleye with hem. And the hift 
abouen Segor men cleped it )>anne Edom And after men 12 
cleped it Seyr And after ydumea. Also at the right syde 
of pat dedo see dwclleth pt the wif of loth in lykness of 
a salt ston for pat schee lokcd behyndo hire whan the 
cytees sonken in to belle. This loth was Araames sone 16 
pat was brother to Abr&ham, And Sarra Abrahames wif t 
Melcha Nachors wif weren sustrcn to the seyd loth. 

XX 

And the same sarra was of elde .iij. $eer and .x. whan 
ysaac hire sone was goten on hire, And Abraham hadde 20 
another sone ysmael pat he gat vpon Agar his chnmbrere 
whan ho was but .xiiij. jeer of elde. And whan ysaac 
his sone was .viij. dayes old Abraham his fader leot him 
ben circumcyded And ysmael with him pat was .^iiij. 24 
3 eer old, wherfore the Iewes pat comen of ysaacces lyne 
ben circumcyded the .viij. day And the sarrazines pat 
comen of ysmaelcs lyne ben circumcyded whan pei ben 
.xiiij. $eer of age. And }ee scliuft vndirstonde pat witAin 28 
the dede see renneth the flom Iordan t pere it dycth, for 
it renneth no furpermoro And pat is to a place pat is a 
rnyle fro the chircho of seynt Iohn the Baptist toward 
the west, a lytift benethe the place where pat cristene 32 
men bathen hem comounly. And a mylo from flom 
Jordan is the ryuere of laboch, the whiche Iacob passed 
ouer whan ho cam fro Mesopotayme. This flom Ionian 
is no *gret ryuere but it is plentefous of gode fissch And 36 
it cometh out of the hift of lyban be .ij. welles pat ben 
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eleped lor ami Dan, and of )x> .ij. welles liatli it the 
name And it passeth be a lake pat is clept Moron and 
after it passeth by the see of Tyberye t passeth vnder the 
4 killes of Gblboe. And J>ere is a fuH faire vale bothe on 
pat o syde t on }>at other of the same ryuero. And( 1 ) 
gon the hilles of lyban ah' in lengthe vnto the desert of 
Pharan And |»o hilles departen the kyngdom of surrye 
8 and the contree of Phenesib And vpon )»o hilles growen 
trees of Ceil re pat ben fntt bye t J>ei bcrcn longe apples t 
als grete as a mannes heued. And also this florn Iordan 
deportej) the loud of Galilee t the lornl of Ydumtb t the 
12 lond of Bbtron. And pat renneth vnder erthe a gret 
weye vnto a fayre playn t a gret pat is clept Meldan 
in Sarmoyz pat is to seye feyre or inarkett in here 

langage be cause J>at pero is often feres in pat playn ; And 
16 pero becoraeth the water grot t large. In pat playn is 
the tombe of lob And in pat flom Ionian aboueseyd was 
oure lord baptizeil of seynt Iohn And the voys of god the 
fader was herd seyengo: Hio kst filius me us dilectus 
20 t cetera, pat is to seyo: this is my bcloued sone, in the 
which I am wel plesed, liereth liyni. And the holy gost 
alyghte vpon him in lykness of a collier And so at his 
baptizynge was all the hool trynytee. And jiorgh J>at 
24 flom pas8edcn the children of Israel aH drye feet And )>ei 
putten stones pore in the myddel place in tokene of the 
myracle pat the water witAdrowgh him so. Also in pat 
flom Iordan Naaman of Syrie bathed him )>at was fuH 
28 riche but he was meseH t pero anon ho tokc his hele. 
Aboutcn the flom Iordan bon mauye chi relics where pat 
luanyc cristoue men dwelled on And nygh perto is the 
cy tee of Haylla pat Iosue assay led t toko. 1 Also beyond c 
32 the flom Iordan is the vale of Mambre t pat is a futi fair 
vale. Also [from]( 2 ) the hiH pat I spak of before where 
oure lord fasted .xl. dayes, a .ij. myle long [towards] (*) 
Galilee is a fair hiH t an high [where] ( 4 ) the enemy the 
36 fend bare oure lord the thridde tyme to temptc him t 
(*) men, in C. (*) vpon, C. (*) from, C. ( 4 ) when, C. 


Meroin. 


Lebanon 
divide* Syria 
from 

Phoenicia. 


Tlie oourae 
of Jordan. 


The Baptiein 
of Chriet 


The river 
crossed dry- 
foot 


Naainan'e 

cure. 


Al. 

fol. 47 6] 


TcmptAtion 
of Our I»ord. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



70 


[OH. XIII. THE DEAD SEA, THE SAMARITAN8.] 


Krftk, or 
Montroyal. 


Samuel’s 
birthplace 
in Mount 
Epbraim. 


Shiloh. 


[> fol. 48 o] 


Sichem, or 
Nablus. 


Luz. 


schewede him aH the regiouns of the world t seydc: hec 

OMNIA TIBI DABO SI CADENS ADORAUEAI8 ME, fat is to 

seyne: AH this schaH I 3 eue fe yd foil falte t worschipe 
me. Also fro the deile see to gon estward out of the 4 
marches of the holy lond fat is clept the lond of promys- 
sioun is a strong casteH and a fair in an hitt fat is clept 
Carak en Sarmotz, fat is to seyne Ryally. Jjat casteH 
let make kyng Baldwyn) fat was kyng of France whan he 8 
had conquered fat lond t putto it into cristene mennes 
hondes for to kope the contrce; And for fat cause was it 
clept the Mownt riaH. And vnder it fere is a town fat 
hight Sobaoh And fere aH abowte dwellen cristene men 12 
vnder trybute. Fro feus gon men to Nazareth of the 
whiche oure lord bereth the surname, And fro fens fere 
is .iij. iourneyes to Jerusalem t men gon bo the prouynce 
of Galtlee, be Ramatha, be Sothym t be the high hiH 16 
of Effraim, wliore Elcliana t Anne the moder of SamueH 
the prophete dwolleden. Jjere was born this prophete 
And after his deth he was buryed at mountjoye as I haue 
seyd 3 ou before. And fun gon men to Sylo where the 20 
Arke of god with the rolikes weren kept longo tyme 
vnder Ely the prophete; fere made the pople of Ebron 
sacrifice to oure lord t fei 3 oldon vp here avowes And 
fere spak god first to Samueia and schewed him the 24 
mu tact on n of ordre of presthode t the misterie of the 
sacrement And right nygh on the left syde 1 is Gabaon 
i Rama t Beniamyn of the wliiclio holy writt speketh 
offo. And after men gon to Sycliem sumtyme clept 28 
Sychar t fat is in the prouynce of Saniaritanes t fere is a 
fuH fair vale t a fructuouso t fero is a fair cytec t a gode 
fat men elepen Neople. And from fens is a iorneye to 
Terwsalem And fere is the wello where oure lord spak to 32 
the womman of Samaritan And fer was wont to ben a 
chirche but it is beten doun. Besyde fat welle kyng 
Roboas let make .ij. calunren of gold t made hem to ben 
worschipt t put fat on at Dan t fat ofer at Beteia. 36 
And a myle from Sychar is the cytee of Deluxe And in 
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pat cytee dwolte Abraham a ccrteyn tyme. Sychem is a 
.x. myle fro Ierasalem t it is clept Neople, pat is for to 
scyno the newe cytee. And nygh besyde is the tombe of 
4 Ioseph the sone of Iacob pat gouernod Egypt, For tho 
Iewes baren his bones from Egypt t buryed hem pexe, 
And J>ider gon the Iewes often tyme in pilgrimage with 
gret deuocioun. In pat cytee was Dyne Iacobes doughter 
8 rauysscht for whom hire bretfieren slowen many persones 
t diden many harmes to the cytee. And pere besyde is 
the hiH of Garasoun where the Samaritanes maken here 
sacrifise; In pat hiH wolde Abraham hauc sacrificed his 
12 sone ysaac. And pere besyde is the vale of Dotaym t 
fere is the cisterne where Ioseph was east in of his 
brejjeron which )>ei solden t pat is a .ij. myle fro Sychar. 
From J>ens gon men to Samarye pat men clepen now 
16 Sbbast And jmt is the chief cytee of pat centres And it 
sjtt bet we n e tho hill of Aygues as Ierusalem doth. In 
that cyteo was tho sittynges of the .xij. tribes of Israel 
but the cyteo is not now so grot as it was wont to be. 
20 pere was 1 buryed seynt Iohn the Baptist betweno .ij. 
proplietes; helyseus and Abdyan, but he was boheded in 
the casteH of Macharyme besyde tho dedo see And after 
he was translated of his disciples t buryed at Samarie 
24 And Jjere let Iulianus Apostata dyggcn him vp t let 
brennen his bones, for ho was pat tyme Eruperour, t let 
wyudwe the askes in the wynd; But tho fynger J>at 
schcwed oure lord seyonge: Ecce Agnus dei, pat is to 
28 seyno: lo the lomb of god, pat nolde neuero brenno but 
is aH hoi, pat fynger leet seynte Teclo the holy virgyne 
bo born in to the liiH of Sebast t )>ere maken men gret 
festc. In ^at place was wont to ben a fair chirche t 
32 manyo oJ>ere pere weren but )>ei ben aH beton doun. pere 
was wont to ben the heed of seynt Iohn Baptist enclosed 
in the waH, but the Emperour Theodosib let drawe it 
out t fond it wrapped in a litiH cloth aH blody And 
36 so he leet it to be born to Gostantynorle, And 
jit at Costantynoble is the hyndcr partye of tho heed. 
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Bt. John’s 
head partly 
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Julian the 
Apostate 
had It 
burned. 


The charger 
is at Genoa. 
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John's head 
is at 
Amiens? 

[1 fo). 49 o] 


Well of Job. 


The 

Samaritan 

sect 


Their creed 
slid sacred 
1 >ooks. 


Their 

clothing. 


And the forpartie of the heed til vnder the cliyn is at 
Rome in the cliirche of seynt Siluestre, where ben 
Nonnes of an hundred ordres t it is $it aH broylly as 
]>ougfc it were half brent, For the Emperour Iuliani/s 4 
aboueseyd of his cursedness t malice let brennen pat 
portie witA the oJ>er bones t $it it scheweth. And this 
thing hath ben preued bothe be Popes t by Emperours. 
And the jowes benethe pat holden to the chyn t a partie 8 
of the assches t the platere J>at the lied was leyd in whan 
it was smyten of is at Gene, And the Geneweyes maken 
of it gret feste, And so don the Sarazynes also. And 
summen seyn pat the heed of seynt Iohu is at Amt as in 12 
Picardye And ojjer men seyn pat it is the heed of seynt 
Iohn the bysschop; I wot nere, but god knoweth. 1 But 
in what wyse pat men worschipen it the blessed seynt 
Iohn holt him apayd. Fro this cytee of Sebast vnto 16 
Ierusalem is .xij. myle And betwene the hilles of J>ot 
contreo pere is a welle pat .iiij. sithes in the ^eer 
chaungeth his colour, somtymo grenc somtyme reed som- 
tymc cleer t somtyme trouble, And men clepen ]>ot welle 20 
Ion And the folk of )>at contree pat men clepen Sama- 
ritanes weren conuerted i baptized by the AposJles, but 
J>ei liolden not wel here doctryne, And aH weys j>ei 
holden lawes by hem self, varyenge from cristene men, 24 
from Sarrazines, Iewos t paynemes. t the samaritanes 
leeven wel in o god And Jjei seyn wel j?at per is but 
only o god pat aH formed t aH sehaH demc And Jjei 
holden the bible after the leMro And )>ei vsen the psawtere 28 
as the Icwes don And ]?ei seyn pat )>ei ben the right 
sones of god, And among aH o per folk )?ei seyn pat J>ei 
ben best beloued of god, And pat to hem belongeth the 
heritage ]>at god behighte to liise beloued children. And 32 
J)ei han also dyuerse clothinge t schapp to loken on j)an 
oj>er folk han, for J>ei wrappen here hedes in red lynnene 
cloth, in difference from opere. And the Sarazines 
wrappen here hedes in white lynnene cloth, And the 36 

1. 8, Iowes [sic]. 
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cristenc men fat duollen in the con tree wrappen liew in 
blew of ynde, Aud the Iewes in 30I0W cloth. In fat 
contree dwellon manye of the Iewes payenge trybute as 
4 cristene mew don And $if $ee wil knowe the lettres fat the 
Iewes vsen fei ben suche And the names ben As fei 
clepen hew writen aboucw in manere of here . A . B . C. 

[Another alphabet.] 


OF THE PROUINCE OF GALILEE t WHERE 
ANTECRIST SCHALL BE N BORN; OF NAZA¬ 
RETH; OF THE AGE OF OURE LADY; OF 
THE DAY OF DOOM, t OF THE CUSTOMES OF 
IACOBITES, SURRYENES t OF THE YSAGES 
OF GEORGYENES. 


8 



jlROM this contree of the samaritanes fat I haue 
spoken of before gon men to the playnes of 
Galilee And men leuen the hilles on fat o partye. 
And Galilee is on of the prouynces of the holy lond, 
And in fat prouynce is the cytee of Naym t Caphaknaua/ 
12 t Chorosaym and Bethsayda. In this Bethsayda was 
seynt Peter t seint Andrew born And fens a .iiij. mylc 
is Chorosatm t .v. inyle fro Chorosaym is the cytee of 
Cedar whereof the psauter spekoth: Et habitaui oua/ 
16 hab/t antibus cedau, fat is for to seye: And I haue 
dwelled witA the dwellyngo men in Cedar. In Choro¬ 
saym scliaH Antecrist be born, as suwmen seyn, And 
ofer men seyn he schatt be bom in Babyloyno. For the 
20 prophete seyth: De babilonia coluber exist, qui 
totua/ mu.yduai deuorabit, fat is to seyne: Out of 
Babiloyne schal come a worm fat schal deuouren all the 
world. This Antecrist schaH be norysscht in Beth- 
24 sayda t he schati regnen in Capharnauai And feri'ore 
seyth holy writt: Ve tibi Chorosaym, ve tibi Beth¬ 
sayda, Ve tibi Caphaunaua/ ! J)at is to seye: Wo be 
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Cana of 
Galilee. 


[1 fol. 60 aj 

Architri- 
clinua = 
ruler of tho 

feast. 


Kndor, 

Kishon. 


Deborah. 


|ueen 

ezabel. 


The hills of 
Gilboa 
cursed by 
Da rid aftor 
Saul's 
defeat. 


Bethshan,or 
8 cythopoli 8 . 


Nazareth. 


to fe Chorosaym, Wo to fe Bbthsayda, Wo to fe 
Capharnauji! Ami afi tlieise townes ben in tho loml 
of Galilee And also* the Cane of Galilee is .iiij. myle 
fro Nazareth. Of fat cytee was Symon Chananeos 4 
t his wif Canoe of the which tho holy Euuangelist 
spekoth olfe. 1 £ere dido oure lord tho fireto myracle at 
the weddyng of Architriclyn whan he turned water in to 
wyn. And in the elide of Galilee at tho hilles was 8 
the Arke of god taken t on pat o per syde is the mownt 
liendor or hermon And fere abouto goth tho broke 
of Torrens Cison fat somtyme was clept the broke 
Itadumu. And fere besyde Baracli fat was Abymelech 12 
sone wttA sone of Delboro the prophetisso ouercam the 
oost of ydumea whan Cysara tho kyng was slayn of 
GebeB tho wif of Aber t chaced bejonde the Horn Iordan 
be 8trengthe of swerd, zeb and zebee t Salmana t fere 16 
he slowgh hem. Also a .v. myle fro Naym is tho cytee 
of Iezrael, fat sointymo was clept zarym, of tho whichc 
cytee Iexabel the cursed queen was lady t queen fat 
toke awey the vyne of Nabaoth be hire strengths. 20 
Faste by fat cytee is the fold Magede in the whiche 
the kyng lores was slayn of the kyng of Samarie And 
after was translated t burycd in the mount Syon. And 
a myle fro Iezreel ben the hilles of Gclboe, where Saul 24 
t Ionathas fat wercn so faire dyeden, wherfore Daiud 
cursed hem as holy writt seyth: Montes gklboe kkc 
bos nag pluuia t cjcfrra , fat is to seye: $ee hilles of 
gelboe noufer dew ne reyn com vpon 30 U. And a myle 28 
fro the hilles of Gelboe toward the est is the cytee 
of Cytople fat was clept before Bethsayn And vpon 
the walles of fat cytee was tho hed of Saul lionged. 
Afte gon men be the hiB besyde the pleynes of Galylee 32 
vnto Nazareth where was wont to ben a gret cytee and 
a fair, but now fere is not but a lytill village t houses 
a brood here t fere. And it is not walled t it sytt in 
a litiB valeye t fere ben hilles aB abouto. )5ere was 36 

1. 6, spekoth offe, repeated in C. 
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1 oure lady born, but sohe was goton at Jerusalem. And 
because J>at oure la[d]y was born at Nazareth periore bare 
oure lord his surname of pat town. Jjere toko Ioseph 
4 oure lady to wyf whan sche was .xiiij. jeere of age And 
J>ere Gabrieli grette oure lady seyenge : Aue gracta plena 
domtnus tecum, pat is to seyno: Heyl full of grace oure 
lord is with )>e. And this salutactoun was don in a 
8 place of a gret awteer of a fairo chirclie pat was wont to 
be somtyme, but it is now aH downe. t men han made 
a lityH resceyt besyde a pylere of J>at chirclie for to 
resceyue the olfrynges of pilgrymes And the sarrazines 
12 kepen pat place full dorely for the profyto |>at |>ei han 
pereofta And )>ei ben fnH wykked sarrazines t crueH t 
more dispytous pan in ony o|>er place t han destroyed 
aH the chirchcs. Jjere nygh is Gabrielles welle where 
16 oure lord was wont to bathe him whan lie was jong 
And fro pat welle bare he water oftentynie to his moder 
And in pat welle sche wossch oftentymo the clowtes 
of hire sone Ihesu crist, And fro Iemsalein vn*» thider 
20 is .iij. iournoyes. At Nazareth wa° oure lord norisscht, 
Nazareth is als meche to seyo as flour of the gardyn And 
be godo skyll may it ben clept flour, for pera was 
norisscht the flour of lyf, pat was crist Ihesu. And 
24 .ij. myle fro Nazareth is ]w cytee of Seplior be the weyc 
pat goth fro Nazareth - to Aeon. And an half myle fro 
Nazareth is the lepc of ou’re [lord]( 1 ), for the Iewes hidden' 
[him]( 2 ) vpon an high roche for to make [him]( 2 ) lepe 
28 doun t haue slayn [him]( s ) but Iheeu passed amonges hem 
t lepte vpon another roche t jit ben the steppes of his 
feet sene in the roche where he allyghte. And periove 
seyn summen whan )>ei dreden hem of tliefes in ony 
32 weye or of ene 2 myes: Ihksus aute.v t/iansiens per 
medium illorum ibat, pat is to seyne : Ihest^s forsothe 
passyngo be the myddes of hem he wente, In tokene t 
mynde |>at oure lord passed forghout the Iewes crueltee 
36 t scaped eafly fro hem, so surely mowo men passen the 

(*) lady, C. («) hire, C. ( 8 ) hire, C. 
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Our Lady’s 
life. 


Mount 

Tabor. 


The Trans¬ 
figuration. 


[' fol. 51 6] 


Doomsday. 


perile of thefes. And )>au soy men .ij. vers of the 
psauter .iij. sillies: Irruat super eob formido t tauor 

IN MAQNITUDINE BRACHU TUI DO-I/JNB. FlANT 1MM0B/LK8 
QUASI LAPIS DONKC PERTRAN8BAT POPULU8 TUU8 D0.1//NB 4 

DONEC PERTRANSEAT POP ULUS TUU8 I8TE QUEM P0SSBDI8Tf. 

And Jianne may men passe witA outen perile. And 30 c 
schull vnderstonde \>at oure lady liadde child whan sclie 
was .xv. jeere old and sche was conuersant with hire 8 
sone .xxxiij. jeer t .iij. monothes And after the passioun 
of oure lord sche lyuede .xxiiij. jeer. Also fro Nazareth 
men gon to the mount Thabor t pat is a .iiij. mylo t it 
is a fuH faire hill t wel high, where was wont to hen 12 
a toun t many cliirches but pei ben alt destroyed, but 
jit Jiere is a place j>at men clepen the scole of god, where 
he was wont to techcn liis disciples t toldc hew the 
priuytcos of heuene. At the foot of Jx*t hiH Melchisedech 16 
pat was kyng of Salem in the turninge of pat hiH mctte 
Abraham in comynge ajen from the batayllo whan he 
had slayn Abymelech t ]>is Melchisedech was botlie kyng 
t prest of Salem pat now is cleped Ierusolem. In pat 20 
hill Thabor oure lord transfigured him before seynt 
Peter seynt Iohn and seynt lame And pere j>ei sawgh 
gostly Moyses t Elye the prophetcs beside hew And 
perfore soyde seynt Peter: Dom/nb bonum bst nos me 24 

ESSE, FACIAMUS HIO TRIA TABERNACt/LA, pat is lo 8Cye : 

Lord it is gode for vs to ben here, make wee here .iij. 
dwellyng places. And pere herd J>ei a voys of the fadir *pat 
seyde : Hie bst filius meus dilectus in quo mi//i bena 28 
complacui. And oure lord defended hew pat )>ei scholde 
not teH pat avisiourt til J>at he were rysen frow deth to lyf. 

I 11 pat hill t in J>at same place at the day of doom .iiij. 
Almgeles wit A .iiij. trompes schull blowen t reysen aH 32 
men j>at hadden suffred detli sitli that the world was 
formed frow deth to lyue. And schull comon in body 
[and] ( J ) soule to juggcmeztt before the face of oure lord in 
the vide of Iosaphath And the doom schall ben on Estre 36 

( l ) Missing, C. 
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day, such tyme as oure lord aroos, And the dom schal 
begywne such lioure as oure [lord] ( J ) descended to heft t 
dispoyled it. For at such houre schal he despoyle the 
4 world t lede his chosene to blisse t the opere schaft he 
conderapne to perpetueft peynes. And pa?me schaH eue?*y 
maw haue afte>* his dissert ouper gode or euyft but jif the 
mercy of god passe his rightwisness. Also a myle from 
8 mount Thabor is the mount heremon t pere was the cytee 
of Naym. Before the jate of pat cytee rcysed oure lord 
the wydewes sone pat had no mo children. Also .iij. 
myle fro Nazareth is the ca9teft Saffra of the whiche the 
12 aones of zebedee t the sones of Alphee weren. Also a .vij. 
myle fro Nazareth is the mount kayn t vnder pat is a 
welle And besyde pat welle lamech Noees fader slough 
kaym with an arwe. For this kaym wente porgh breres 
16 t busshes as a wylde best t he had lyued fro the tyme 
of Adam his fadir vnto the tyme of Noe t so he lyuede 

nygh to .M.M. jeer, And this Lamech was aft blynd for 

# 

elde. Fro Saflra mo goth to the see of Galylee t to the 
20 cytee of Tyberye pat sytt vpon the same see And aft 
be it pat men clepen it a see jit is it noupe?* see ne arm of 
the see, for it is but *a stank of fresch water pat is in 
lengthe .c. furlonges t of brede .xl. furlonges t hath witAin 
24 hi?n gret plcntee of gode fissch t renneth into flom Iordan. 
The cytoo is not fuft gret but it hath gode bathes witAiu 
him And pere as the Horn Iordan parteth fro the see 
of Galilee is a gret brigge where me?* passen from the lond 
28 of p?’omys8ioun to the lond of kyng Baazan t the lond of 
Gerrasentz pat ben aboute the flom Ionian And the begyn- 
nynge of the see of Tyberie. And fro pens may men 
go to Damask in .iij. dayes be the kyngdom of Traconye, 
32 the whiche kyngdom lasteth fro mount heremon to the 
see of Galilee or to the see of Tyberie or to the see of 
Ienazareth t aft is o see, And this [is] the stank pat I 
haue told jou, But it chaungeth pas the name for the names 
36 of the cytces pat sytten besyde hem. Vpon pat see wente 

( 1 ) Missing, C. 
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Our Lord 
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[1 fol. 62 6] 


Capernaum 
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Ceaarea 
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Extent of 
the Holy 
Land. 


oure lord ilrye feet And pere be toke vp seynt Peter whan 
he began to drenche wit Ain pat see t seyde to him: 
Modicb fidei, quake dubita8tj ? And after his resur- 
rexioun oure lord appered on Jwtt see to liis disciples 4 
t bad hem fysschen t filled all the nett full of gret 
fisshes. In pat see rowed oure lord often tyme t 
pere he called to him seynt Peter, seynt Andrew, seynt 
lames t seynt Iohn the sones of zebedee. In pat cytee 8 
of Tyberie is the table vpon the whiche oure lord eete 
vpon witA his disciples after his resurrexkmn t )>ei knewen 
him in brekynge of bred as the gospell seyth : Et oogno- 
veuvnt bum in fract/onk PANis. And nygh |>ot cytee 12 
of Tyberie is the hiH where oure lord fedde .v. Mil 
persones witA .v. barly loues t .ij. fishes. In fat cytee 
a man cast an brennynge dart in wratthe after oure 
lord t the hed sraot in to the erthe t wax grene t it 16 
growed to a gret tree t x jit it groweth t the bark pere of 
is aH lyk coles. Also in the hed of pat see of Galylee 
toward the Septemtryon is a strong castel t an high pat 
bight Saphor t fast beside it is Capharnaum ; witA 20 
in the lond of promyssioun is not so strong a casteH 
t J>ere is a gode touw benethe pat is clept also Saphor. 

In pat castel seynt Anne oure ladyes moder was bom 
And Jjere benethe was Centurioes hous. pat contree 24 
is clept the Galilee of folk pat weren taken to tribute 
of Sabulon t of Neptalym. And in a$en comynge 
fro pat casteH a .xxx. myle is the cytee of Dan pat 
80 intyme was clept Belynas or Cesaire Philippon, pat sytt 28 
at the foot of the mount of lyban, where the flom Iordan 
begynneth. pere begynneth the lond of promyssioun t 
dureth vnto Bersabee in lengthe in goynge toward the 

XX 

north into the South t it conteyneth wel a .ix. myles. i of 32 
lengthe, pat is to seye fro Iericho vnto Iaffe, t pat con¬ 
teyneth a .xL myle of lombardye or of oure contree pat ben 
also lytyB myles; J»eise be not myles of Gascoyne ne of 
the prouynce of Almayne, where ben grete myles. And 36 
wite ^e well pat the lond of promyssioun is in Sirye For 
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the Reme of Syryo duretti fro the desertes of Arabye 
vnto Cecyle And pat is Ermonye the grete, pat is to 
seyne fro the south to the north, t fro the est to the 
4 west it dureth fro the grete desertes of Arabye vnto the 
west see. But in pat Rerae of Syrie is the kyngdom of 
Iudee t many o)j er prouynces as Palestyno, Galilee, lityH 
Cilicye t many othere. In pat contree t o per contrees 
8 ln^onde jjei han a custom whan )>ei schuH vsen werre 
t whan men h olden sege abouten cytee or casteH t J)ei 
wttAjnnen dur not senden out messagers 1 with lettres 
from lord to lord for to aske sokour J)ei maken here 
12 leWres t bynden hem to the nekke of a coluer t leten the 
coluer flee t the colueren ben so taughte J)at j>ei fleen 
vrith )>o leftres to the verry place pat men wolde sende 
hem to. For the colueres ben norysscht in )»o places where 
16 J»ei ben sent to t J»ei senden hem )>us for to, beren here 
lettres. And the colueres retournen ajen whereas |>ei 
ben iioiisscht i so )>ei don coraouuly. And $ee schuH 
vnderstonde pat amonges the sarazines o port t other, 
20 duellen many cristene men of many maneres t dyuerse 
names t aH ben baptized t han dyuerse lawes t dyuerse 
customes. But all beleuen in god the fader t the sone 
i the holy gost, But aH weys faylo )>ei in somme articles 
24 of oure feytli. Somme of Jjeise ben clept Iacobytes 
for seynt lame conuerted hem t seynt Iohn baptized 
hem ; )>ei seyn pat a man schal maken his confessioun 
only to god t not to a man, for only to him scholde man 
28 jelden him gylty of aH pat he hath mysdon. Ne god 
ordeyned not ne neuer deuysed ne the prophete nouther 
pat a man scholde schryuen him to another, as J)ei seyn 
but only to god, as Moyses writoth in the Bible t as 
32 Dauid seyth in the psawter boke: Confitbbor tibi 

DUMI NE IN TOTO CORDK MEO, Alld : DELIOTUAf MEUAf 
TIBI COGNITUAf FECI t : DbUS ME US ES TU t CONFITBBOR 

tibi, And: Quon/am oogitac/o hom/nis confitebiti/t; 
36 tibi t cetera. For ]>ei knowen aH the bible t the psautere 
t periovQ allegge J)ci so the lettre but )>ei alleggen not the 
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[• fol. 54 a] 


Auctoritees pus in latyn but in here langage fuH appertoly 
t soyn wel pat Dom’d t opero prophetes seyn it. Natheles 
seynt Austyn t seynt Gregory seyn pus, Augustinus : 

QUI 8C.*?LERA SUA COGITAT t CONUWiSU8 FUtfRIT VBNIAAf 4 
SIBI CREDAT. 1 GregOllMS : Dov/Nf'3 POCIU8 MENTEiV Qt7AM 

vizrba. respicit. And seynt Hillary seyth : Longoruat 

TEMPORUAf CRIMINA IN ICTU OC6LI PE/iEU.YT 81 CORDIS 

nata fue/ht CONPU-YCTIO. And for suche auctoritees poi 8 
seyn pat only to god schaH a man knoulecho his dc- 
faute9, jeldynge him self gylty t cryenge him mercy t 
bohotynge to him to amende himself. And }>erfore 
whan pei wil schryuon hem pei taken fyro t sette it 12 
besyde hem t casten per in poudre of frankenccns t in 
the smoke perof )>ei schryuon hem to god i cryen liim 
mercy. But soth it is pat this confessioun) was first t 
kyndoly, but seynt peter the aposJle t ]?ei pat camen after 16 
him han ordeynd to make here confessioon to man 
t be gode resoun. For pei perceyueden wel pat no 
sykness was curable, gode medycyne to leye perto but 
3 if men knewen the nature of the maladye. And also 20 
no man may $euen couenable medicyno but $if he knowe 
the qualitee of the dede. For o synno may ben gretter 
in o man pan in another t in o place t in o tyme j>an 
in another t perfore it behovoth him pat he knowe the 24 
kynde of the dede t Jierovpon to $euen him penance, 
pere ben opera pat ben clept Surienes and pei holden 
the boleeve amonges vs t of hem of Grece And poi vsen 
all berdes as men of Groce don t pei maken the sacrement 28 
of therf bred t in here langage pei vsen lettres of Sarazines, 
but after the misterie of holy chirche thei vsen levies 
of Grece t pei maken here confessioun right as the 
lacobytes don. pere ben opere pat men clepen Georgybnes 32 
pat seynt George conuerted t him pei worscliipen more 
pan ony other seynt t to him pei crien for help t pei 
camen out of the Remo of George ; poise folk vsen crounes 
schauen. 2 The clerkes han rounde crounes t the lewed 36 
men han crownes att square t pei holden cristene lawe 
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as don J)ei of Grece of whom I liaue spoken of before. 

Othere here ben hot men clepen cristene men of gyrdynge Christians of 

9 girding and 

for Jjei ben ail gyrt abouen. And per ben opere pat other moU. 
4 men clepen Nestoryenes, And summe Arryenes, Summe 
Nubyenes, Summe of Grees, summe of Ynde t summe 
of Prestre Iohnes lond. And aH J»eise ban manye 
articles of oure feyth t to othere )>ei ben varyaunt t of 
8 here variance were to longe to telle t so I wil leue as 
for the tyme witAouten more spekynge of hem. 


OF THE CYTEE OF DAMASCE; OF .1IJ. C h. xv. 
WEYES TO IERUSALEM: ON BE LONDE t BE 
SEE, ANOTHER MORE BE LONDE J)AN BE 
SEE, AND THE THR1DDE WEYE TO IERU- 
SALEM: ALL BE LONDE. 


N OW after pat I liaue told 30 U sum partye of folk in 
the contrces before [said] (*) now wil I turnen a;en 
12 to my weye for to tumen a$en on this half. Jjawne whoso 
wil go fro the lond of Galilee of j>at pat I haue spoke for 
to come ajen on this half, men comen a$en be Damasce pat 
is a full fayr cytce t full noble t full of aH marchandises 
16 And a .iij. iomeyes long fro the see t a .v. iorneyes fro 
Iemealem. But vpon Camaylles / mules / hors / drome¬ 
daries t oper bestes men caryon hore merchandise thider, 
And thider comen the marchauntes with march and ise be 
20 see from ynde, persee, Caldee Ermonye t of manye open 
kyngdomes. This cytee founded Helizeus Damascus put 
was 30 man t despensor of Abraham before pat ysaac was 
born, for he thoughte for to haue ben Abrahames hoir 
24 t he named the toun after his surname Damasce. And 
in pat place where Damasc was 1 founded kaym slough 
Abel his brojier And besyde damasc is the mount Seyr. 
In pat cytee of Damasce per is gret plentce of welles And 
28 witAin the cytee t witAoute ben many fayre gardynes 
i of dyuerse frutes. Non oper cytee is not lyche in 

(*) Missing, 0. 

MANDEVILLE. 


The way 
from the 
Holy Land 
to Europe. 


Damascus. 


Merchants 
from all 
parts meet 
nere. 

Its epony¬ 
mous hero 
Elieser. 


P fol 54 6] 


Its fair 
gardens, 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


82 


[CH. XV. VARIOUS ROUTE8 TO JERUSALEM.] 


Bt. Paul a 
physician, 
Hrat of 
bodies, then 
of soals. 


The Vision 
of 8 t. Paul. 
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compttrisoun to it of faiic gardynes t of faire desportes. 
The cytee is gret t fuH of peple t wel walled vrith double 
walles. And pere be?i manye Phisicyens And seint Poul 
himself was pere a phisicyen for to kepen mennes bodyes 4 
in hele before he was conuerted t after pat he was 
phisicien of soules. And seynt luk the Euuangelist was 
disciple of seynt Poul for to lerne phisik t many oJ>ere. 
For soint Poul held |>anne scole of phisik. And neere 8 
beside daraasco was ho conuerted t after his conuersioun 
he duelto in pat cytee .iij. dayes witAouten sight t witA- 
outen mete or drinke And in )>o .iij. dayes he was 
ravisschtto heuene t J>ere he saugh many preuytees of 12 
oure lord. And faste beside damnsce is the casteH of 
Arkes pat is bothe fair t strong. From Damasce men 
comen a$en be oure lady of Sardenak, J>at is a .v. myle 
on this half damasce t it sytt vpon a roche t it is a 16 
fuH faire place t it semeth a casteH for pere was wont to 
ben a casteH, but it is now a fuH faire chirche. And 
pere witAinne ben moDkes t nonnes cristene And per is a 
vowt vnder the chirche where pat cristene men duellen 20 
also t )>ei han many gode vynes. And in the chirche 
behynde the high awtere in the waH is a table of blak 
wode on the whiche somtyme was depeynted an ymage 
of oure lady pat tumeth into flesch, but now the ymage 24 
scheweth but litiH. But aH weys be the grace of god j>e 


[A long gap here occurs in the Cotton MS. As the only alterna¬ 
tive text is in a more Northern dialect, we print it in appeudix.] 
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t J>ei eton houndes, cattes, ratouns t aH oJ>ere wyldo 
bestes. And J>ci hauo no wode or eH lytyH And jerforo 
)>ei warmen t sothen here mete wttA hors dong t cow 28 
tjong t of o per bestes dryed a^enst the sonne. And 
princes t o)>cre eten not but ones in the day t pat but 
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lytiH t J>ei ben right foule folk t of euyl kynde. And 

in somer l>e att J>o contree* fallen many tempostes t many 

hidouse thondrcs t leytes And slen meche peple t bestes 

4 also futt oftentymo. And sodoynly is pere passynge heto t 

sodeynly also passynge cold And it is the foulest contree 
* 

t the most cursed and the porest )>ot men knowen. And 
here prince pat gouerueth pat contree pat )>ei clopen 
8 Batho, duelleth at the cytce of Orda. 'And treuly no 
gode man scholde not duollen in pat contro, For tlie 
loud t the contree is not worthi houndes to duett jnne; 
It were a gode contree to sowen jnne thristett i brores 
12 t broom t thornes t breres, t for non o per J>ing is it not 
good. Natheles pero is gode lond iu sum place but it 
is pure litiH as men seyn. I haue not ben in pat contre 
ne be J>o woyes but I hauo bon at o per londee pat marchen 
16 to )>o contreyos As in the lond of Russye t in the lond of 
Nyflan t iu the reme of Crako t of lette t in the rome of 
Daresten t in manye o per places pat marchen to po costes, 
but I wente neuer be pat weye to Ierasalem, Wherfore I 
20 may not wel teti jou the manere. But $if this matiere 
plese to ony worthi man pat hath gon be pat weye he 
may telle it 3 if him lyke to \>at ontent pat po pat wolen go 
by pat weye and maken here viage be )»o costes mowen 
24 knowen what weye is J>ere. For npman may passo be pat 
weye godely but in Hyme of wynter for the perilous 
watros \ wykkedo mareys pat bon in ]>o contrees, J>at 
noman may passe but jif it be strong frost t snowe 
28 abouen, for $if the snow no were men myght not gon vp 
on the yse no hors no carre nou)>er t it is wcl a .iij. 
iourneyes of suche weye to passe from Prusse to the 
lond of sarazin habitable. And it behoueth to the 
32 cristene men pat schutt werre ajen horn euery jeer to bere 
here vitaylles with hem, for J>ei schutt fynde |>ero no good, 
And jjan most J>ei let caryo here vitaylle vpon the yse w*tA 
carres pat haue no wheelcs pat )>ei clepen Scleyes, And als 
36 longe as here vitailles Insten J>ei may abydo pere but no 
longer, For Jjero schutt J>ei fynde no wight pat wil selle 
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hem ony vit&ille or ony thing. And whan the spyes seen 
ony cristene men comen vpon hem )>ei rennen to the 
townes t cryen wttA a lowd voys kerra kerra kebra 
t J>an anon )>ei armen hem t assemble hem togydere. 4 
And jee schuH vnderstonde pat it freseth more strongly 
in |>o contrees Jwin on this half t periore hath euery man 
stewes in liis hons t in ]x) stewes |>ei eten t don here 
occupaciouns all pat )>ei may. For J>at is at the north 8 
parties pat men clepen the septentrioneU where it is ail 
only cold, For the sonne is but lytiH or non toward po 
contreyos t per fore in the Septemtryon pat is verry north 
is the lond so cold pat noman may dueU pere t in the 12 
contrarye toward the south it is so hoot pat noman ne 
may duel! pere, be cause J>at the sonne whan he is 
vpon the South casteth his bernes all streght vpon pat 
portye. 16 


ch. xvi. OF THE CUSTOMES OF SARASINES, t OF HIRE 
LAWE, t HOW THE SOUDAN ARRESOND ME 
AUTOUi? OF THIS BOOK, AND OF THE BE 
GYNNYNGE OF MACHOMETE 


N OW because pat I haue spoken of sarazines t of here 
contre now aif aee wil knowe a portye of here lawe 

of Btricrais 

[»foi m o] * of here 1 beleue I schall tell jou after Jwt here book pat 
The Corsn. is clept Alkaron telleth, And summon clepcn |>ot book 20 

Meshaf t sum me clepen it harhe after the dyuerse 
langages of the contree, The whiche book Machamete toke 
hem. in. the wliiche boke among oper thinges is writen, as 
I haue often tyme seen t radd, pat the gode schuR gon to 24 
paradys t the euele to belle t )>at beleeuen aH sarazines. 
And 3 if a man aske hem what paradys )>ei menen J»i seyn 
Pandia» to paradys pat is a place of delytes where men schuR 
lShSmi 0 fynde ail maner of frutes in aH cesouns t ryueres rennynge 28 

Han| , 

of mylk i hony t of wyn t of swete water t pat )>ei schuH 
haue faire houses t noble euery man after his dissert made 
of precyou* stones t of gold t of syluer. And !>at euery 
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man schaH haue .iiij. wyfes aH may denes t he schaH haue 
ado euery day with hcm 4 $it he schaH fynden hem aH 
weys maydenes. Also J>ei beleeuen 4 speken gladly of the 
4 virgine Marie 4 of the Incamactoun And )»ei seyn pat 
Marie was taught of the Angel 4 pat GabrieH seyde to 
hire J»t 8cho was forchosen from the begynnynge of the 
world 4 pat he schewed to hire the Incamactoun of Ihesu 
8 crist 4 pat sche conceyued 4 bare child may den 4 pat 
wytnesseth here boke. t J»ei seyn also pat Iheeu crist 
spak als sono as ho was bom 4 J>at he was an holy 
prophete 4 a trewe in woord 4 dede 4 moke 4 pytous 
12 4 rightfuH 4 with outen ony vyco. And )>ei seyn also 
pat whan the Angel schewed the Incamactoun of crist 
vnto Marie sche was $ong 4 had gret drede. For pere was 
panne an enchauntour in the contree pat deled wttA 
16 wycchecraft pat men clepten Taknia pat be his enchuunte- 
mentee cowde make him in lykness of an Angel 4 wonte 
often tymes 4 lay wttA maydenes 1 4 perfore Marie dredde 
lest it hadde ben Taknia pot cam for to desceyue the 
20 maydenes. And perfore sche coniured tlie Angel pat he 
scholde toH hire $if it were he or no And the angel 
answerde 4 seyde pat sche scholde haue no drede of him 
for he was verry messager of Ihesu crist. Also here book 
24 seyth pat whan pat sche had childed vnder a palrae tre 
sche had gret schame pat sche hadde a child 4 sche grette 
4 seyde pat sche wolde pat sche hadde ben ded; And 
anon the child spak to hire 4 comforted hire t seyde: 
28 Moder no dysmaye pe nought, for god hath hidd in )>e his 
preuytees for the saluactoun of the world. And in othere 
many places seyth here Alkaron pat Ihesu crist spak als 
sone as he was bom. And pat book seyth also pat Ihesu 
32 was sent from god aH myghty for to ben myrour 4 
ensainple 4 tokne to alle men. And the Alkaron seyth 
also of the day of doom, how god schal come to deme aH 
maner of folk 4 the gode he schaH drawen on his syde 
36 4 putte hem into blisse, And the wykkedo he schal 
condempne to the peynes of heH. And amonges aH 
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prophetea Ihesu was the most excellent t the mosto 
worthi next god, And pat he made the gospelles in the 
whiche is gode doctryne t helefutt, fuH of c[h]aritee (*) t 
sothfastness t trewe prechin go to hem J?ot beleeuen in god 4 
And pat he was a verry i >ro phete t more J>an a prophete 
t lyued witAouten synne t jaf syght to J>e blvnde t helede 
the lepres t reysede dede men t steigh to heuene. And 
whan J>ei mowe holden the boko of the gospelles of oure 8 
lord writen t namely Missus est Ang/tlus Gabriel, pat 
gospeH )>ei seyn J>o pat ben lettred often tymes in here 
orisoun* t )>ci kissen it t worschipen it with gret 
deuocioun. \)ei fasten an hool moneth in the jeer t eten 12 
nought but be nyghtc 1 1 J?ei kcpon hetn from here wyfes • 
all pat moneth. But the seke men bo not constreyned to 
pat fast. Also this book spekth of lewes t seyth pat )>ei 
ben cursed for )>ei wolde not beleuen pat I liesu crist was 16 
comen of god t pat Jiei lyeden falsely on Marie t on hire 
sone Ihesu crist seyenge pat )>ei haddon crucyfyed Ihesu 
the sone of Marie. For he was neuero crucyfyed as j)ei 
seyn, but pat god made him to stye vp to him witAouten 20 
deth t witAouton anoye, But he transfigured his lykness 
into Iudas Scarioth t him crucifyeden the lewes t 
wenden pat it had ben Ihesns But Ihesu steygh to 
heuenes aB quyk t J>erforo J>ci seyn pat the cristene men 24 
erren t ban no gode knoulecho of this t )>at J»ei beleeuen 
folyly t falsly pat Ihesu crist was crucyfyed. And )»ei 
seyn jit J>at, t he had ben crucyfyed, pat god had don ajen 
his rightwisness for to suffre Ihesu crist J>at was Innocent 28 
to ben put vpon the cros witAouten gylt. And in this 
article )>ei seyn pat wee faylen t pat the gret rightwisness 
of god ne rayhte not suffre so gret a wrong. And in this 
fayleth here feyth, For )>ei knoulechen wel )>at the werkes 32 
of Ihesu crist ben gode t his wordes t his dedes t his 
doctryne be his gospelles weren trewe t his ineracles also 
trewe t the blessede virgine Marie is good t holy may den 
before t after the birtlie of Ihesu crist, And pat aH )>o pat 36 
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beleuen perfectely in god schul ben aaued. And be cause 
pat pei gon so ny oure feyth )>ei ben lyghtly conuerted to 
cristene la we whan men preche hem And scliewen hem dis- 
4 tynctly the lawe of Ihesu crist t. wlian [men] ( J ) tellen hem 
of the prophecyes. And also )>ei seyn pat pei knowen wel 
be the prophecyes pat the lawe of Machomete schaH fayte 
as 1 the lawe of the Iewes dide And pat the lawe of cristene 

8 peple schaH laste to the day of doom. And $if ony man 

# 

aske hem what is here beleeue, pei answeren pus t in 
this forme: Wee beleuen god formyour of heuene t of 
erthe t of aft opere thinges pat he made t witAouten him 
12 is no thing made. And we beleuen of thay of doom t pat 
euery man schatt haue his meryte after he hath disserued 
And we beleue it for soth aft pat god hath seyd be the 
mouthes of his prophetes. Also Machomet commanded in 
16 his Alkaron pat euery man scholde haue .ij. wyfes or 
.iij. or .iiij. but now pei taken vnto .ix. t of lemmannes als 
manye as be may susteyno. And yd ony of here wifes mys 
beren hem a^enst hire husbonde ho may caste hire out 
20 of his hous t departe fro him t take anoper, But he schaft 
departe witA hire of his godes. Also whan men speken 
to hem of the fader t of the sone t of the holy gost pei 
seyn pat pei ben .iij. persones, but not o god, For here 
24 Alkaron speketh not of the trynyto. But pei seyn wel 
pat god hath speche t eft were he dowmb t god 
hath also a spirit pei knowen wel for eft pei seyn he were 
not on lyue. And whan men speken to hem of the 
28 Incamacioun how pat be the word of the Angel god sente 
his wysdom in to erthe t envmbred him in the virgyne 
Marie t be the woord of god schuft pe dedo ben reysed 
at the day of doom, pei seyn pat it is soth t pat the woord 
32 of god hath gret strengthe, And pei seyn pat whoso knew 
not pe woord of god he scholde not knowe god. And pei 
seyn also pat Ihesu crist is the woord of god t so seyth hire 
Alkaron, where it seyth pat the Angel spak to Marie 
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and seydo: Marin, god scliaH }>reclio J>o the 1 gospcH be 
the woord of his mowth t his name schaH be clept Ihesu 
crist. And j>ei seyn also )»ot Abraham was fiend to god 
And pat Moyses was familier spekere with god t Ihesu 4 
crist was tlie woord t the spirit of god t |>ot Machomete 
was right uiessager of god. And )>ei seyn pat of theise .iiij. 
Ihesu was the most worthi t the most excellent t the 
most gret so pat J>ei han many gode articles of oure feyth, 8 
aH he it pat J»ei haue no parfite lawe t feyth as cristeno 
men han. t Jjcrfore ben )>ei lightly comierted t namely 
)>o pat vnderstonden the scriptures \ the prophocyes, For 
J»ei han the gos^lles t the prophecies t the byble writen 12 
in here langago. Wherfore )>ei conen mcche of holy 
wrytt, but j>ei vinlerstondo it not but after the lettre t so 
don the Iewes. For )>oi vndirstoiule not the lettre gostly 
but bodyly t )>erforeben )>oi repreuod of )>e wise pat gostly 16 
vnder 8 tonden it. And )>erforo seyth Seynt Poul: Litkra 
ocoidit, HPiimvB AUTB.u viuifioat. Also the sarazines 
soyn pat the Iewes hen cursed for )>ei han defouled the 
lawe pat god sente, hem be Moyses, And the cristene ben 20 
cursed also, as )>ei seyn, for J>ei kepen not the commande- 
mentes t the preceptes of the gospeH j?ot Ihesu crist 
tanghte hem. And )>erforo I schaH teH 30 U what the 
Soudan toldo me vpon a day in his chambre. He leet 24 
voyden out of his chambre aH maner of men, lordee t 
opera, for he wolde si>eke with mo in conseiH. And pero 
he asked me how the cristene men gouerned hem in oure 
contree, and I seyde him right wel, thonked be god. t he 28 
seydo mo treulych nay, for $ce cristene men no recche 
right noght how vntrewly to seruo god ; $ee scholde jeuen 
ensample to the lewed peple for to do wel t $ee ;euen 
hem ensamplo to don euyH. for the comownes vpon 32 
festyfuH dayes whan J»ei scholden gon to chirche 2 to serue 
god, )>an gon ]>ei to tauernes t hen pera in glotony aH J>e day 
t aH nyght t elen t drynken as bestes pat haue no resoun 
t wite not whan |>ei haue ynow. And also the cristene 36 
men enforcen hem in aH man erf *r pat f»ei mowen for to 
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tighten 4 for to desceyuon )>at on pat other, Ami J>ero- 
witAaH J»ei ben so proude Jx»t J>ei knowen not how to ben 
clothed, now long, now schort, now streyt, now large, 
& now sworded, now daggered t in all manere gysea. J>ei 
scholden ben symple meke 4 trewe t full of almesdede as 
Ihosu was in whom J»ei trowe, but )>ci ben all the con- 
trarie 4 euere enclynod to the euyH 4 to don euyH. And 
8 J?ei ben so coueytoue pat for a lytyH syluer )»ei sellen 
here doughtres, here sustres t here owne wyfes to putten 
hem to leccherie, Ami on witAdrawoth tlie wif of another 
4 non of hem holdeth feyth to another, but )>ei defoulen 
12 here la we pat Iheeu crist l>etook hem to kepe for here 
saluactoun. And pus for hero synnes han J>ei lost all 
this lond pat wee liolden. For for hire synnes here god 
hath taken hem in to oure hondee, noght only be strengthe 
16 of oureself, but for here synnes. For weo knowen wel in 
verry soth pat whan $ee seruen god god wil helpe $ou, 
And whan he is with $ou noman may ben a$enst $ou. 
And pat knowe wo wol be oure prophecyes, J»at cristene 
20 men schuH wynnen a$cn this lond out of oure hondes 
whan J»ei seruen g<xl more deuoutly. But als longe ns |>ei 
ben of foul 4 of vnclene lyvynge as )>ei ben now wee haue 
no dredo of hem in no kynde, for here god wil not hulpen 
24 hem in no wise. And )>an I asked him how he knew the 
state of all cristene men t ho answerdo me pat he knew 
aH the state of aH contres of cristene kyngee 4 princes 
4 the state of the comounes also be his messangeres, pat 
28 he sente to aH londee in manere as )>ei weren marchauntes 
of precyous stones, of clothes of gold 4 of othere * thin gee 
for to knowen the manero of euery con tree am on gee 
cristenemen. And J>an he leet clepe in aH tho lordes J»ot 
32 he made voyden first out of his chambre 4 pere he schewed 
me .iiij. pat weren grete lordee in the contree pat tolden 
me of my contree 4 of manye 0 per cristene con trees als wel 
as J?ei had ben of the same contree 4 |>ei spak frensch 
36 right wel 4 the sowdan also, whereof I had gret meruaylle. 
Allas, pat it is grot sclaundre to oure feith 4 to oure lawe, 
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whan folk pat ben wttAouten lawe schutt repreuen vs t 
vnderaemen vs of oure synnes, And J>ei pat seholden ben 
conuerted to crist t to the lawe of Ihesu be oure gode 
ensamplea t be oure acceptable lif to god, t so conuerted 4 
to the lawe of Ihesu crist, ben )>orgh oure wykkedness t 
euytt lyuynge fer fro vs t straungeres fro the holy t verry 
beleeve schutt jius appelen vs i holden vs for wykkede 
lyueres t cureedo. And treuly )>ei sey soth, For the 8 
8arazine8 ben gode t feythfutt, For )>oi kepen entierly the 
commandement of the holy book Ai.karon pat god sente 
hem be hisinessager Machomet, to the whiche, as )>ei seyn, 
Seynt Gabrieli the aungel often tyme tolde the wille of 12 
god. And $ee schutt vnderstonde pat Machamote was 
bom in Arabye, pat was first a pore knaue pat kepto 
Cameles pat wenten with Marchantes for marchandiue; t 
so befell pat he wente with the marchandes in to Egipt 16 
t |>ei weren panne cristene in )>o portyes. And at the 
desertes of Arabye he wonte in to a chapett where a 
Eremyte duelte, And whan ho entred in to the chapett 
pat was but a lytitt t a low thing t had but a lityl dore 20 
t a low, pan the entree began to woxe so gret t so large 
t so high as Jiough it had ben of a gret mynstre or the 
jatc *of a paleys. And this was the firste myracle the 
sarazins seyn )>at Macliometc dide in his ;outhe. After 24 
began he for to wexe wyse and riche t he was a gret 
Astronomer t after he was gouemour t prince of the 
lond of CoiTodane t he gcuerned it full wisely in such 
manere pat whan the prince was ded he toke the lady to 28 
wyfe, pat highto Gadrige. And Machomete fell often in 
the grete sikeness pat mon callen the fallyngo euytt, 
Wherfore the lady was full sory pat euere sche toke him 
to liushonde. But Machomete made hire to beleeue pal 32 
all tymes whan ho fell so Gabriel the angel cam for to 
speke with him t for the gret light t brightness of the 
angett he myghtc not susteyne liim fro fallynge; And 
perfore the sar.izines seyn pat Gabriel cam often to speke 36 
with him. This Machomete regned in Arabye the $eer 
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of oure lord Ihesu crist .vj. C. t .x. and was of the 
generactoun of ysnmel pat was Abrahames sone pat he 
gat vpon Agar his chamberere. And per fore per ben 
4 sarazinSs pat ben clept Ismaelytenes, t summe Agaxyenes 
of Agur t the opere proptirly ben clept Sarrazines of Sarra 
t summe ben clept Moabytes t summe Amouytes for the 
.ij. soncs of loth, Mbab * Amon pat he begatt on his 
8 doughtres, pat weren aftirward grete erthely princes. 
And also Machomete loued wel a gode heremyte J»ot 
duelled in the desertes a myle fro pat Mount Synay in 
the woye pat men gon fro Arabye toward Caldee t toward 
12 ynde, o day ioumey fro the see, where the marchaunte* 
of Venyse comen often for marchandise. And so often 
wente Machomete to this heremyte pat aH Ins men weren 
wrotho for he wolde gladly here this heremyte preche * 
16 make his men wake aH nyght, t perfore his men 
poughten to putte the heremyte to deth. t so befeH 
vpon a nyght pat Machomete was dronken of gode wyn 1 1 
he feH on slepe t his men toke Mnchometes swerd out of 
20 his schethe whils ho slepte t pere w»tA pei slowgh this 
heremyte t putten his sword al blody in his schethe 
a$en. And at morwe whan he fond the heremyte ded 
he was fuH sory t wroth t wolde haue don his men 
24 to deth, but pei aH witA on accord [said] (*) pat he himself 
had slayn him whan he was dronken t schowed him his 
swerd aH blody t he trowed p at pei hadden seyd soth. 
And pan he cursed the wyn t aH po pat drynken it, 
28 And perfore sarrazines pat ben deuout drynken neuere 
no wyn ; but summe drynken it preuyly, For 3 if pei 
dronken it openly pei scholde ben repreued. But pei 
drynken gode beuerage t swete t norysshynge pat is 
32 made of GalameH t pat is pat men maken sugre of, 
pat is of right gode sauour t it is gode for the breest. 
Also it befalleth sumtyme pat cristeno men becomen 
sarazines ouper for pouertee or for sympleness or elles 
36 for hore owne wykkedness; And perfore the Arcliiflamyn 
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bow ad- 
mitt ad by 
Saracen 
di Tinas. 


or the Flamy n, [as]( 1 ) onre Efrjchebisshopp (*) or Bisshopp, 
Whan he resceyueth hem seytli pus: La kllec olla 
syla Machomkt rohes alla, po< is to seye: pere is no 
god but on t Machomote his messager. Now I haue 
told 3011 a party of here luwe t of here customes I schal 
seye $ou of here lettros )>at pei haue vrith here names t 
tlie manere of hire figures, Wliat )>ei ben. 

[Another alphabet.] 


And .iiij. lettres )>ei haue more pan opero for dyuersitee 8 
{> foi. Mfc] of hire langage 1 1 speche, for als moche as pei speken in 

here throtes. And wee in Englond haue in oure langage 
Tb« Euffiiah t 8}x:che .ii. lettres mo pan pei haue in hire .a.b.c. t pat 

alphabethn« . . -i . . . . . 

two extra is: J) t J, the wliicfie bew clept bom t aoGH. 12 

lettei s. 

•(*) os, C. (*) Echebishhopp, C. 
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OF THE LON DES OF ALBANYE AND OF 
LIBYE; OF THE W1SSHINGES FOR WACCH- 
INGE OF THE SP^HAUK, t OF NOES 
SCHIPPE. 


N OW sitli I haue told 30U beforn of the holy lond t 
of fat contrce abouten t of many weyes for to 
go to fat lond t to fo mount Synay t of Babyloyne 
4 the moro t the less t to o per places fat I haue spoken 
beforn, now is tyme $if it lyke $ou for to teH $ou of the 
marches t lies t dyuerse bestes t of dyuerse folk beyond 
tbeiee marches. For in J>o con trees be^onden bun many 
8 dyuerse contrees t many grete kyngdomes pat ben deported 
be tho .iiij. flodes J>ot comen from poradys teriestre. For 
Mesopotayme t the kyngdom of Caldee t Arabye ben 
betwene the .ij. ryueres of Tygre t of Eufrates, And the 
12 kyngdom of Mode t of Persye ben betwene tho ryueres 
of Nile t of Tygves. And the kyngdom of Syrio wliere 
of I haue spoken beforn t Palestyne t Phenicyo ben 
betwene Eufrates t the se Medyterrane. The whiche see 
16 dureth in lengthe fro Mayrok vpon the see of Spayne 
vnto the grete see, so fat it lasteth bejonde Costanty- 

nople .MMM. t .xl. mylos of lombardyo. And toward 
the see Occyan t Indo is tho kyngdom of Shithie 
20 )wt is aH closed wttA hilles And after vudcr Schithie t 
fro the see of Caspie vnto the flom of Thamy is 
Amazovne fat is the lond of femynte, where pat noman 
is bu[t] only aH worn men. And after is Albanye a fuH 
24 gret reme, And it is clopt Albanye be cause fat the folk 
ben whitere fere fan in ofer marches fere abouten ; And 
in fat con tree ben so gret houndes t so stronge fat fei 
assaylen lyouns t slen hem. And fanne after ’is Hircanye 
28 Bactrie Hiberye t many ofer kyngdomes. And betwene 
the recle see t the see occyan toward the south is the 
kyngdom of Ethiopc t of libye the liyere, The whiche lond 
of Lybye fat is to seyne libye the lowe fat begynneth at 
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the see of Spayne fro fens where the pyleres of hercules 
ben And duroth vnto aneyntes Egipt t toward Ethiope. 

In fat contre of libye is the see more high fan the lond 
t it someth fat it wolde conere the ( L ) erthe t nathelea 4 
$it it passeth not his murkes. And men seen in fat 
contre a mountayne to the whiche noman come. In this 
lond of libye whoso turneth toward the Est the schadewe 
of himself is on the right syde And here in oure contree 8 
the schadwe is on the left syde. In fat see of libye is 
no fissch, for fei mowe not lyve ne dure ( 2 ) for the 
gret hete of the sonne, because fat the water is euermore 
boyllynge for the gret hete. And many of ere (*) londes |>er 12 
ben, pat it were to long to telle or to nombren, But of 
sum parties I schatt spoke more pleynly here after. 
Whoso wil fanne gon toward Tartarie, toward Persie, 
toward Caldee t toward ynde, ho most entre the see at 16 
Gene or at Veuyse or at sum other hauene J>at I haue 
told $ou before ; And fan passe men the see t arryuen at 
Trapazond pat is a gode cytee t it was wont to ben the 
hauene of Pountz. J)ere is the hauene of Persanes t of 20 
Medaynes t of the marches fere bejonde. In pat cytee 
lyth seynt Athanasie pat was Bisshopp of Alisandre 
pat made fe psalm : Quicumqi/e wlt. This Athanasius 
was a gret doctourof dyuynytee t because pat he prcched 24 
t spak so depely of dyuynytee t of the godhede he was 
accused to the Pope of Borne fat he was an heretyk, 
Wherfore the Pope sente after hym putte him in 

presoun. And while he was in presoun he made pat 28 
psalm t sente it to the Pope t seyde pat ^if he were an 
heretyk fan was pat heresie, for fat he seyde was his 
beleeue. And whan the Pope saugh it t had examyned 
it, fat it was perfite t gode t verryly oure fcytfc t oure 32 
beleeue, he made him to ben delyuered out of presoun t 
commanded pat psalm to ben seyd euery day at pryme t 
so he held Athanasie a gode man. But he wolde neuere 


(*) lond, cancelled, C. ( a ) for, repeated, C. 

(*) ojwres, C. 
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go to his bisshoprichc 03011 because )>at foi accused him of 
horesye. Trapozond was wont to lx?n holden of tlie 
Emp^rour of Costantynople, Rut a gretman fat he sente 
4 for to kepe the contrec a^eust tlie Turkes vsurped the lond 
t lielde it to him self t eloped him Emperour of Trapa- 
zond. And from fens men gon tliorgh litiH Erraonye, 
And in fat contrec is an old costeH fat stont vpon a roclie 
8 tlie whiche is cleped the caste H of the Sparreuawk, fat 
is bepnde tho cyteo of layays beside the town of 
Phareipee fat belongeth to the lordscliipc of Cruk fat 
is a riche lord t a gode cristenc man ; Whore men fynden 
12 a Sparehauk vpon a perchc right fair t right wel made t 
a faire lady of fay rye fat kepeth it. And who fat wil 
wake fat Sparhauk .vij. dayes t .vij. nyghtes t as summe 
men seyn .iij. dayes t .iij. nyghtes witAouten companyo 
16 t witAouten sleop, fat faire lady schal ^euen him whan he 
hath don the first wyssch fat ho wil wyssche of erthely 
thingee; t fat hath ben proued often tymes. And o 
tymo befoH fat a kyng of Ermonye fat was a worthi 
20 knyght t a doughty man i a noble prince woke fat liauk 
sum tymo t at the ende of .vij. dayes t .vij. nyghtes the 
lady cam to him t bad him wisschen : for he had wel 
disserued it. And he answorde fat he was grot lord ynow 
24 t wel in pecs 1 1 hadde ynowgh of worldly richess i ferfore 
he wolde wisshen non ofer thing but tho body of fat 
faire lady to haue it at his willc. And sclie answerde him 
fat he knew not what ho asked t seydo fat he was a fool 
28 to desire fat ho myghte not haue for sclie seyde fat he 
scholdc not aske but erthely thing, for sche was no/t 
erthely thing, but a gostly thing. And the kyng seyde 
fat he ne wolde asken non of er thing. And the lady 
32 answerde: sythe fat I may not witAdrawe 30U fro 3 oure 
lowed courage I schal 30110 3011 witAouten wysschinge t to 
att hem fat schufl com of 30U. Sire kyng 3 ee schuH haue 

t 

werre wtt/iouten pees t aH weys to the .ix. degree 30 c 
36 schuH ben in snbieccrouji of 3 oure enemyes t 3 ee schull 
ben nody of aH godes. And neuere sithon nouther the 

HANDEVILLB. 


The Umpire 
of Trebi- 
zond. 


Anneiiia. 


Tlie castle 
of the 
Sparrow- 
hawk. 


Whoever 
watches the 
hawk shall 
have his 
first wish. 


A king of 
Armenia 
wished for 
the lady of 
fairy's love. 


[> foL 62 a] 


She gives 
him and his 
descendants 
eternal war. 


II 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


98 [CH. XVII. ARMENIA. THE SPARROW-HAWK TALE.] 


▲ poor 
man's son 
wished for 
wealth, and 
obtained It 


A Templar 
obtained a 
purse 
alwars tall 
of gold. 


[i fbl. 63 b ] 


Brsernm. 


Subterra¬ 

nean 

streams 

from 

Euphrates. 


Ararat. 


Some claim 
to haye 
touched 
Noah’* 

Ark. 


kyng of Ermonye ne the contree weren neuer in pees ne 
)>ei hadden neuer sithen plentee of godes t Jiei lian ben 
sithen aHweyes vnder tribute of the sarrazines. Also the 
sone of a pore man woke )>at hauke t wisshed fiat he myghte 4 
cheue wel t to ben happy to merchandise t the lady graunted 
him And ho becam the most riche t the most famouse 
marchant fiat myghte ben on see or on erthe. And he 

becam so riche fiat he knew not the .M. part of fiat he 8 
hadde t he was wysere in wisschinge fian was fie kyng. 
Also a knyght of the temple wooke fiere t wyssched a 
purs euereraore fuR of gold t the lady graunted him. But 
sche seyde him fiat he had asked the destruccioun of here 12 
ordre for the trust t the affiance of fiat purs t for the grete 
pryde fiat Jiei scholde hauen t so it was. And Jierfore 
loke he kepe him wel fiat schaH wako, For $if he slepe he 
is lost fiat neuere man schaR seen him more. This is not 16 
the right weye for to go to the parties fiat I haue nempned 
before, but for to see the merueyle pat I haue spoken of, 
*And jierfore whoso wil go right weye, men gon from 
Trapazo.vd toward Ermonye the grete vnto a cytee fiat is 20 
clept Abtyroun : \)at was wont to ben a gode cytee t a 
plentifoue, but the Turkes han gretly wasted it. fiere 
aboute groweth no wyn ne frut but lityR or eR non. In 
this lond is the erthe more high fian in ony of>er t fiat 24 
maketh gret cold And fiere ben many gode watres t 
gode welles fiat comen vnder erthe fro the Horn of Paradys 
fiat is clept Eufrates, pat is a iomeye besyde fiat cytee. 
And fiat ryuere cometh towardee ynde vnder erthe t 28 
resorteth into the lond of Altazar And so passe men be 
this Ermonye t entren the see of Persie. Fra fiat cytee 
of Artyroun go men to an hiH fiat is clept Sabissooolle ; 
And pere besyde is anofier hiR fiat men clepen Ararath, 32 
but fie lewes clepen it Taneez, where Noes schipp rested 
t $it is vpon pat montayne, And men may seen it a ferr 
in cleer weder. And fiat montayne is wel a .vij. myle 
high And summen seyn Jiat jiei han soen t touched the 36 
schipp t put here fyngres in the parties where the feend 
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went out, Whan pat Noe seyde : Bbnedicitb, But pei pat 
seyn suche woordes seyn here wille. For a man- may 
not gon vp the montayne for gret plentee of snow pat is 
4 aHweys on pat montayne nouper somer ne wynter, so pat 
noraan may gon vp pere ne* neuere man dide si the the tyme 
of Noe saf a monk pat be the grace of god broughte on 
of the plankes doun, pat $it is in the mynstre at the foot 
8 of the montayne. And besyde is the cytee of Dayne pat 
Noe founded, And faste by is the cytee of Any in the 

t 

whiche were wont to ben a .M. chirches. But vpon pat 
montayne to gon vp this monk had gret desir And so vpon 
12 a day he 1 wente vp And whan he was vpward the .iij. 
part of the montayne he was so wery, pat he myghte no 
fertfrere and so he rested him t feH oslepe. And whan 
he awook he fonde him self liggynge at the foot of the 
16 montayne And pan he preyede deuoutly to god pat he 
wolde vouchesaf to suflfre him gon vp. And an angett 
cam to him t seyde pat he scholde gon vp And so he 
dide, And sith pat tyme neuer non; wherfore men 
20 scholde not beleeve suche woordes. Fro pat montayne go 
men to the cytoe of Thauriso pat was wont to ben 
clept Faxis pat is a full fair cytee t a gret t on of the 
beste pat is in the world for merchandise. J)ider comen 
24 all marchauntee for to byen auoir de poys and itr is 
in the lond of the Emperour of Persie And men seyn pat 
the Emperour taketh more gode in pat cytee for custom of 
marchandise pan doth the ricchest cristene kyng of aH his 
28 reme pat lyueth; For the toHt the custom of his marchantes 
is wttAouten estymacyoun to ben nombred. Beside pat 
cytee is an hill of salt And of pat salt euery man taketh 
what he wil for to salte with to his nede. fiere duellen 
32 many cristene men vndir tribute of Sarrazines. And fro 
pat cytee men passen be many townes t casteH in goynge 
toward ynde vnto pe cytee of Sadonye pat is a .x iourneyes 
fro Thauriso t it is a full noble cytee t a gret. And pere 
36 duelleth the Emperour of Persie in somer for the contree 
is cold ynow t pere ben gode ryueres berynge schippes. 
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Coasiiti. 


[> fol. *36] 


Uelli. 


Christian* 
kooii die 
there. 


After go men tlio weye toward yndc be many iorneyes t 
be many contreyes vnto the cytoe pat is clcpfc Cassak fat 
is a full noble cytee t a plentyfone of comes t wynes 
t of all oper godes. This 1 is tlie cytee where the .iij. 4 
kvngee mutton togedre whan |>ci wen ten to sechcn ourc 
lord in Bcthlem to worecliipe him t to )>resente him with 
gold, ensence t myrre. And it is from fat cytee to 
Bcthleem .liij. iournoyos. Fro pat cytoe men gon to 8 
anofer cytoe pat is clept Geth pat is a ioumeyo fro the see 
fat men elepen tlie gravely soe. pat is the beste cytee 
fat the Emperour of Persic hath in aH his loud And fei 
elepen tiessch pere Dabauo t the wyn vapa. And the 12 
paynemos seyn fat no cristene man may not longe duellc 
ue enduron with the lif in pat cytee, but dyen witAin 
schort tyine * noman knowoth not tlie cause. After gon 
men be many cytoes t townes t greto contrees fet it wore 16 
to longe to tell vnto the cytee of Cornaa pat was wont to 
be so gret fat the wailcs abouten helden .xxv. myle 
aboute. the walles schewen jit, but it is not aH enliabited. 
Fro Cornaa go men bo many londes t many cytees t 20 
townes vnto the loud of Iob, And fere endeth tlie lond 
of the Emperour of Pa/sib. And jif jeo wole knowc 
the lettres of Persaynes \ what names J>ci ban, pei ben 
suche as I last douysed jou, but not in sownyngc of hero 24 
woordes. 


ci.. xviii. OF THE LOND OF IOB t OF HIS AGE; 

OF THE ARAY OF MEN OF CALDEE; OF 
THE LOND WII ERA WO A/MEN DUELLE 
W7T//OUTEW COil/PANYE OF MEW; OF THE 
KNOULECHK t VEIT TUKS OF THE V AAR AY 
DYAMAUWT. 


The land 
of Job. 

Bozrmh 
in Teman. 


A FT ER the departyng fro Cormaa men entren into 
J>e lond of Iob pat is a fuH fair contreo t a 
plenty ious of aH godes, And men elepen pat lond the 28 
lond of Sweze. In pat lond is the cytoe of Thrman. 
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lob was a payneem t he was Are of Gosra is sono t 
held pat lond as prynco of that contree * lie was so 
riche pat ho knew not tho hundred 1 part of his godes. P foi. 64 o] 
4 And aH Jiougli he were a payneem natheles ho serued 
wel god after his lawe And oure lord toko his seruice 
to his ples&nce. And whan he fell in pouerto ho was 
.lxxviij. ^eer of age. And after whan god had preued his 
8 pacyence t it was so grot, ho brought© him a$en to richess 
t to heere estate J>an ho was before And after )>at he 
was kyng of ydumye after kyng Esau. And whan he 
was kyng he was clept Iobab And in pat kyngdom Jobidenti. 
12 he lyuede after .clxx. $cr And so he was of age whan 
lie dyed .ccxlviij. jeer. In pat lond of lob pere nys no 
dcfauto of no )>ing pat is nedefull to niannes body. 
pere ben hilles where men geten gret plcnte of Manna, Manna. 

16 in gretter hahundance J>an in ony other con tree. This 
Manna is clept bred of aungeles t it is a white )>ing 
pat is fuH swete t right del icy owe t more swete }>an bony 
or sugre and it cometh of the dew of heueno pat falleth 
20 vpon the herbes in pat contree And it congeloth t 
becometh all white t swete. And men putten it in 
raedicynes for ryche men to make tho Wombe lax t 
to purge euyH blode, for it clonseth the blood t putteth 
24 out malencolye. This lond of Iob marcheth to the 

kyngdom of Caldee; This lond of Caldbb is full gret chaidaca. 

* the langoge of pat contree is more gret in sownyngo 
j>an it is in o per parties bejondc J>e see. Men passen 
28 to go be^ondc lie the tour of Babiloyne the gretc of the 
whiche I haue told $ou before, where J>at all the langnges 
weren first chaungcd; And pat is a .iiij. iomeyes fro Caldee. 

In bat reme ben faire men t bei gon full nobely arrayed Men arc 

Mr and 

32 in clothes of gold orfraycd 2 1 apparayled with grete wear tine 

garment*. 

penes t precyows stones full nobely, t tho wowmen Women are 

foul and 

ben right foule t euyH arrayed t pel gon aH bare fote poorly 

drw88d« 

t clothed in euyll garnementes large wyde hut J>ei ben [• r 0 i. 04 A] 
36 schorte to the knees i longe sieves doun to the feet lych 
a Monkes frokke t here sieves ben hongyng doun to the 
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feet; And )>ei han grot heer t long hanginge aboute here 
schuldres. And )>ei ben blake wommen, foule t hidouse; 
And treuly as foule us J>ei ben als euele )>ei ben. In 
pat kyngdom of Caldee in a cytee pat is clept Hub 4 
dueled Thare Abrahauies fader t pere was Abraham 
bom. And pat was in )>ot tyme pat Nunus was kyng 
of Babiloyn) of Arabye t of Egypt. This Nunus made 
the cytee of Nynyuee the wliiche J>at Noe had begonne 8 
before t be cause J>at Nunus performed it he cleped 
it Nynyuee after his owne name. ))ere lytfc Thobye the 
prophete of whom holy writt speketh offe. And fro 
)»ot cytee of Hur Abraham departed be the commands-12 
ment of god fro )>ens after the deth of his fader t ladde 
with him Surra his wif t Loth his brotheres sone because 
J>at he haddo no child, And j>ei wenten to duelle in the 
lond of Chan a an in a place )>at is clept Sychbm. And 16 
))is loth was he )>at was sailed whan Sodom t Gomorre 
t the opere cytees ( l ) weren brent t sonken doun to 
helle where pat the dede see is now, as I haue told jou 
before. In |>at lond of Caldee J>oi ban here propre 20 
langages t here propre lettres, suche as $ee may see 
here after. Besyde the lond of Caldee is the lond of 
Amazoynb J>at is the lond of Fbmynye t in pat reme 
is all wommen t noman, Noght as summe 1 iuen seyn 24 
pat men inowe not lyue perc, but for because J>at the 
wommen wil not suti're no men amongee hem to ben 
here souereynes. For sum tyme per was a kyng in pat 
contrey t men maryed as in o per contreyes t so befeH 28 
pat the kyng had werre wit A hem of Siohie, the whiche 
kyng highte Colepeus, jjat was slayn in bataylle t aH the 
gode blood of his reme. And whan the queen t all the 
othere noble ladyes sawen }>at J>ei weren aH wydewes t pat 32 
aH the riaH blood was lost J)ei armed hem t as creatures 
out of wytt J)ei slowen aH the men of the contrey J>at weren 
lttft for J)ei wolden pat aH the wommen weren wydewes 
os the queen t )>ei weren. And fro pat tyme hiderwardes 36 

(*) ^ c. 
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)>ei neuere wolden suffren man to dweH amonges hem 
longer )>an .vij. dayes t .vij. nyghtes, Ne J)at no child pat 
were male scholde dueH amonges hem longer pan he were 
4 noryscht t Jmnne sente to his fader. And whan J>ei wil 
haue ony com pan ye of man J>an pe\ dm won hem towarde* 
the londee marchynge next to hem. And )>an £ei [haue] ( l ) 
here loues j>at vsen hem t pei duellen wttA hem an .viij. 
8 dayes or .x. t )>anne gon hom a$en. And $if )»ei haue 
ony knaue child )>ei kepen it a certeyn tyme t J>an senden 
it to the fadir whan he can gon allone t eten be him self 
or eH )>ei sleon it; And $if it be a femele J>ei don awey 
12 pat on pappe with an hote hiren. And $if it be a 
wominan of gret lynage )>ei don awey the left pappe pat 
pei may the better beren a scheeld, And $if it be a 
wominan on fote )>ei don awey the [ri$t] ( a ) pappe for to 
16 scheten with bo we turkeys, For they schote wel with 
bowes. In pat loud |>ei haue a queen J>at gouerneth aH 
pat lond t aH )>ei ben obeyssant to hire And 1 alweys J>ei 
maken here queen by electtoun pat is most worthy in 
20 armes. For )>ei ben right gode werryoures t orped t 
wyse, noble t worthi. And )>ei gon often tyme in sowd 
to help of o per kynges in here werres for gold t syluer 
as othere sowdyoures don. And )>ei meyntenen hemself 
24 right vygouresly. This lond of Amazoyne is an He aH 
envirouned iritA the see saf in .ij. places where ben .ij. 
entrees, And be^onde pat water duellen the men )>at ben 
here poramoures t hire loues, where )>ei gon to solacen 
28 hem whan }>ei wole. Besyde amazoyne is the lond of 
Tarmegyte pat is a gret contre i a fuH delectable And 
for the godness of the contree kyng Alisandre leet first 
make pere the cytee of Alisandre ; And $it he made .xij. 
32 cytees of the same name; But pat cytee is now clept 
Celsite. And fro pat ojier cost of Caldee toward the 
south is Etliiope a gret oontree pat streccheth to the ende 
of Egypt; Etliiope is deported in .ij. parties princypaH. 
36 And pat is in the est portie t in the meridionatt portie, 

( l ) Missing, C. (*) left, MS. 
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The whiehe porbio meridionaH is clept Moretane. And 
the folk of pot contree ben blake ynow t more blake pan 
in the toper portie t J)oi ben clept mowres. In pot portie 
is a wett pat in the day it is so cold pot noman may 
drynko pare offe And in the nyght it is so hoot pot noman 
may sull're hys hond pare in. And be^ondc pot portie 
toward the south to passe by the see Occean is a grct lond 
t a grot con trey, but men may not duett pere for the 8 
feruent brennynge of the sonne, so is it passynge hoot in 
pot coutrey. In Ethiope att the Ryueres t att the watres 
ben trouble t pei ben somdett salte for the grot hete pot 
is pere. And the folk of pot contree bon Myghtly dronken 12 
t han but lititt appetyt to mete And pei lian comounly 
the flux of the wombe t poi lyuen not longe. In Ethiope 
ben many dyuerse folk And Ethiope is clept Cusis. In 
pot contree ben folk pot han but o foot t pei gon so 16 
blyue pot it is meruaylle And the foot is so large pot it 
schadoweth att the Inxly a$en the sonne Whanne pei wole 
lye t rcste hem. In Ethiope whan the children l>e» 
jonge t lytiti poi ben att ^alowe And whan pot pei 20 
wexen of age pot ^alowness turneth to ben att blak. In 
Ethiope is the cytee of Saba t the lond of the whiehe on 
of the .iij. kynges pot presented owe lord in Bethleem 
was kyng offe. Fro Ethiope men gon into ynde be 24 
manye dyuerse contreyes And men clepen the high ynde 
Emlak. And ynde is devyded in .iij. princypatt porties 
pat is [ynde] ( J ) the more pot is a full hoot contree t 
ynde the less pat is a futt atumpreo con trey pot 28 
streccheth to the londe of Mode. And the .iij. port 
toward the Soptentrion is futt cold so pot for pure 
cold t contynuett frost the water becometh Cristatt. And 
vpon tho roclies of cristatt growen the gode dyamandes 32 
pot ben of trouble colour; lalow Cristatt draweth colour 
lyke oylle And pei ben so harde pot noman may 
pollysch hem t pien clepen hem dyamandes in pot contree 
t iiamesb in anoper contree. Othere dyamandes men 36 
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fynden in Ambye pat ben not so gode i )>ei ben more 
broun t more tend re. And o per dynraandes also men 
fynden in the He of Cipro pat ben $it more tendre t hem 
4 men may wel pollisclicn; And in the lond of Macedoyne 
men fynden dyamaiuides also, But the beste t the moste 
precyiouse bon in ynde. J And inen fynden many tymo 
harde dyaraauiules in a masse pat cometh #utof gold whan 
8 mwi pure;/ it t fyncn it out of the myne whan men 
broken pat mass in sinale peces. And sum tyme it 
liappeneth J>«t men fynden summe as grete as a peso t 
summe lasse t |>ei bon als harde as j>o of ynde. And att 
12 be it pat men fynden gode dyamandes in ynde, pt 
natheles men fynden hem more comounly vpon the roches 
in the see t vpon hilles where the myne of gold is; And 
)>ei growen many to gedre on lytitt another gret And per 
16 ben summe of the gretness of a bene t summe als grete 
jis an based note t )>ei ben square t poynted of here owne 
kynde bo)>e abouen t benethen wttAouten worchinge of 
manues bond t )»ei growen togedre male t femele Aud 
20 }>ei ben norysscht with the dew of heuene And )>ei engen- 
dren comounly t bryngen forth smale children pat multi¬ 
ply cn t growen all the $eer. I haue often tymes assayed 
pat $if a man kepe hem wttA a litytt of the roche, t 
24 wete hem w»tA may dew ofte sithes pei schuH growe 
eueryche $eer, t the smale wole wexen grete. For right 
as the fyn perl congeleth and wexeth gret of the dew 
of heuene right so doth the verray dyamand, Aud right 
28 as the perl of his owne kynde taketh roundness right so 
the dyamand be vertu of god taketh squareness. Aud 
men schatt bere the dyamaund on his left syde for it is 
of grettere vertue )>anne |>an on the right syde; For the 
32 strengths of here growynge is toward the north pat is 
the left syde of the world, t the left portie of man is 
whan he tumeth his face toward the est. And }if $011 lyke 
to knowe the vertues of J»e dyamand 2 as men may fynden 
36 in the lapidarye pat many men knowen noglit, I schatt 
telle )ou as pei bejonde the see seyn t affermen, of whom 
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all science t all philosophic coraeth from. He fat bereth 
tlie dyamand vpon him, it ^eueth him hardyness t man- 
hode t it kepeth the leines of his body hole, It 3 eueth 
him victorye of his enemyos in plee t in werre }if 4 
his cause be rightfuH, t it kepeth him pat bereth it in 
gode wytt. And it kepeth him fro strif t ryot, fro 
euyH sweuenes, from sorwes t from enchawntemente* t 
from fantasyes t illusiouns of wykked spirites. And $if 8 
ony cursed wycche or enchanntour wolde bewycchen him 
pat bereth the dyamand, aH pat sorwe t mischance schaH 
turne to himself forgh vertue of pat ston And also no 
wylde best dar assaylle the man pat bereth it on him. 12 
Also the dyamand scholde ben jouen frely witAoutcn 
coueytynge t witAouten byggynge t fan it is of grettere 
vcrtue. And it maketh a man more strong t more sad 
a$enst his enemyes And it heleth him pat is lunatyk t 16 
hem pat the fond pursueth or trauayleth. And pf 
vonym or poysoun be brought in presence of the dyamand 
anon it begynneth to wexe moyst t for to swete. pere ben 
also dyamandes in ynde pat ben clept violastres for here 20 
colour is licho vyolet or more browne fan the violettes, 
pat ben fuH harde t fuH precyooe, But pt sum men 
loue not hem eo wel as the ofere But in soth to me I 
wolde loucn hem als raoche as pe o)>ere, For I haue seen 24 
hem assayed. Also fere is a nofer matter of dyamandes 
pat ben als white as cristaH but pei ben a lityH more 
trouble t pei ben gode t of gret vertue t all pei ben 
square t poynted of here owne kynde, And summe 28 
be?i .vj. squared 1 summe .iiij. squared t summe .iij. 
ns nature schapeth hem t ferfore whan grete lordes t 
knyghtes gon to sechen worschipe in armes pei beren 
gladly the dyamaund vpon hem. I schal speke a 32 
litiH more of the dyamandes aH fough I tarye my 
matere for a tyme, to fat ende fat fei fat knowen 
hem not be not disceyued be gabberes fat gon be the 
contree fat sellen hem. For whoso wil bye the dyamand, 36 
it is nedefuH to him fat he knowe hem be cause fat men 
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counterfeten hew often of cristaH fat is ^alow. t of 
Saphires of cytryne colour fat is ^alow also, t of the 
Saphire loupe t of many ofer stones ; But I teft 30U theise 
4 contrefetes ben not so harde. And also the poyntes wii False stones 

are softer. 

broken lightly t men may esily pollisschen hew But 
sumine werkmon for malice wil not pollisschen hew, to 
fat entent to maken men beleue fat fei may not ben 
8 pollis 8 cht. But men may assaye hew in this manere: 

First schere wttA hew or write with hew in saphires in Precious 

stones or 

cristatt or in o fer. precious stones. After bat men taken magnet* 

may be need 

the ademand fat is the schipmannes ston fat draweth to try 
12 the nedle to hiw And men leyn the dyamand vpon the 
Ademand t leyn the nedle before the ademand And ;if 
the dyamand be gode and vertuous, the ademand draweth 
not the nedle to hiw wliils the dyamand is J>ere present. 

16 And fis is the preef fat fei be;onde the see maken. 

Natheles it befalleth often tyme bat the gode dyamand Th« 

diamond 

leseth his vertue l>e synne t for Incontynence of hiw 
fat bereth it And fanne is it nedfuH to make it to through 
20 recoueren his vertue ajen or ell it is of litiH value. 


OF TIIE CUSTOMS OF YLES ABOUTEiY YNDE; ch. xix. 
OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWIX YDOLES t 
SIMULACRES; OF .IIJ. MAN^ GROWYN GES 
OF YEPER YPON O TREE; OF THE WELLE 
\)AT CHAUA^GETH HIS ODOUR EUERY HOUR t'foi.esa] 
OF THE DAY, t \)AT IS M£#UAYLLE. 

I N ynde ben fuH manye dyuerse contrees And it is 
cleped ynde for a flom fat rennoth forghout the 
contree fat is clept ynde. In pat flome men fynden 

24 Eles of .xxx. fote long t more And the folk fat duellen Indus and 
nygh fat water ben of euyH colour, grene t 3 alow. In 23J? ant 

ynde t abouten ynde ben mo fau .v. M. lies gode t grete 
pat men duellen in, witAouten fo fat ben inhabitable t 
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witAouten oj>ere smalo lies. In euery lie is grot plcutec 
of cytees t of townes t of folk witli outen nonibre, For 
men of ynde han this condicioun of kymle, pit pei neuere 
gon out of here owne contrco t J>erfore is per gret multi- 4 
tude of peple, but J)oi l>en not sterynge ne movable be 
cause pit p?i ben in the fireto clyinat, )>ot is of Saturne 
t Saturne is slough t litift raovynge. For lie taryetb 

to make his turn be the .xij. signes .xxx. ^eer. And the 8 
mone passoth Jiorgli the .xij. signes in o moneth. Ami 
for because pit Saturne is of so late sterynge Jjerfore the 
folk of pat contree pit lien vnder his clymat han of 
kynde no witt for to mere ne store to seche strange 12 
places. And in oure contrcy is aft the contrario, For 
wee ben in the seuentho clymat pit is of the mone. And 
the mone is of lyghtly mevyngo t the mone is plancte 
of weye. Ami for pit sky ft it }euoth vs wift of kymle 16 
for to meve lyghtly t for to go dyuerse weyes t to sechen 
strange thin gee t o per dyuersitees of the world, For the 
mone envyrouneth tlie ertlie more hastyly pm ouy o\er 
planete. Also men gon p>rgli yndo be many dyuerse 20 
contrees to the gret see Occean And after men fynden 
pere an lie pat is elept Crues t pider comen marchantee 
of Venyse t Gene 1 ami of ojier marches for to byen 
marchandyses. But peve is so grete hete in po marches 24 
t namely in pat lie, pit for the grete distress of the hete 
menncs ballokkos liangon doun to here knees for the gret 
dissolucioun of the body. And men of pit contree pat 
knowen the manere lat bynde hem vp or eft myghte pei 28 
not lyue t anoynt hem wit A oynomontes made perfore to 
holde hem vp. In pit contree t in Ethiopc t in many 
oj>er contrees the folk lyggeu aft naked in ryueres t 
watres, men and womincn to gedro, fro vndurne of the 32 
day tift it be passed the noon. And pei lyen aft in the 
water saf the visage for the gret hete pit J>erc is. And 
the wommen hauen no scliame of the men, but lyon aft 
togidre, syde to syde, tift the hete bo past, pere may 36 
men see many foule figure assembled t namely nygh the 
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gode townes. In pat Ho ben schippes witAouten nayles of 
Iren or bolides for the roelies of the Ademandes, for pei 
ben att full pern aboute in pat see pat it is merueyle to 
4 spoken of. And $if a schipp passed be po marches pat 
hadde ou per Iren bolides or Iren nayles, anon bo scholde 
ben perisscht, For the Ademand of his kynde drawoth 
the Iren to him And so woldo it drawo to him the schipp, 
8 bo cause of the Iren, pat lie scholde ncuer departen fro 
it no ncuer go pens. Fro pat He men gon be see to a 
no per lie pat is clept Ciiana, where is grot plentee of 
com t wyn. And it was wont to ben a gret lie t a gret 
12 hauene t a good but the see hath gretly wasted it t 
ouercomen it. The kyng of pat contreo was wont to 
ben so strong t so myghty pat he lieeld werre 1 ajenst 
kyng Alisandre. The folk of pat contreo lian a dyuers 
16 la we, for summo of hem wofechipo the sonne, summe the 
wonc, summe the fuyr, summo trees, summe serpentes or 
the iirete ping pat pci meoten at monven, And summe 
worechipen symulacros t summo ydoles. Hut botwene 
20 synmlacrcs t ydoles is a gret difference, For symulacres 
lien ymage8 made after lykness of men or of womruen or 
of the 8011110 or of the mono or of ony best or of ony 
kyndely thing, t ydoles is an ymage made of lewed wiH 
24 of man pat man may not fynden among kyndely thinges 
As an ymage pat hath .iiij. hedee, on of man, anoper of 
an hors or of an ox or of sum o per best pat noman hath 
so) n after kyndely disposicioun. And pei pat worechipen 
28 symnlacres pei worechipen hem for sum wortlii man pat 
was sumtyme, as liercules t many opera pat diden many 
ineruayles in here tyme, For J>ei seyn wol pat pei be not 
goddes for J)ei knowen wcl pat pare is a god of kynde 
32 pat made all thiuges, the whichc is in heuene. 'Hut pei 
knowen wel pat this may not do the meruayles pat he 
made but $if it had hen be the specyaH pfte of god t 
perfore pci seyn pat ho was wel wit A god, And for because 
36 pat ho was so wel with god perfore pei worechipe him. 
And so seyn pei of the sonne be cause pat lie chnuugctli 
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the tyme t $eueth hete t norissclieth aH thinges vpon erthe 
and for it is of so gret profite fei knowe wel fat fat 
myghte not be, but fat god loueth it more fan ony ofer 
thing And for fat skyH god hath jouen it more gret vertue 4 
in the world; ferfore it is gode resoun as foi seyn, to 
don it worschipe and reuerence. And so seyn fei t 
maken here resounes of 1 ofere planetes t of the fuyr 
also, be cause it is so profitable. And of ydoles fei seyn 8 
also fat the ox is fe moste holy best fat is in erthe t most 
pacyent and most profitable fan ony other, For he doth 
good ynow t he doth non euyH t fei knowen wel fat it 
may not be wttAouten specyaH grace of god. And ferfore 12 
maken fei here god of an ox the on part t the ofer 
halfondett of a man be cause fat man is the most noble 
creature in erthe t also for he hath lordscbipe abouen aH 
bestes; ferfore make fei the halfondel of ydole of a 16 
man vpwardes t the tofer half of an ox dounwardes. 
And of serpente* t of ofer bestes t dyuerse finges fat 
fei worschipen fat fei meten first at morwe. And fei 
worschipen also specyally aH fo fat fei han gode 20 
meetyngo of, And whan fei speden wel in here iomeye 
after here meetynge, t namely suche as fei han preued 
t assayed be experience of longe tyme. For fei seyn 
fat filke gode meetynge ne may not come but of the 24 
grace of god And ferfore fei maken ymages lych to fo 
thinges fat fei han beleeue jnne for to beholden hem 
t worschipen hem first at morwe, or fei meeten ony 
contrarious thinges. And fere ben also sum cristene 28 
men fat seyn fat summe bestes han gode meetynge, fat 
is to seye for to meete with hem first at morwe t summe 
bestes wykked meetynge t fat fei han preued ofte tyme 
fat the hare hath fuH euyH meetynge t swyn t many 32 
ofere bestes. And the Sparhauk or ofer foules of raveyne 
whan fei fleen after here praye t take it before men of 
armes, it is a gode signe, And $if he fayle of takynge his 
praye it is an euyH signe. And 2 also to suche folk it is 36 
an euyH meetynge of Ravenes. In feise thinges t in such 
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oj>ere per ben many folk pat beleeven because it happen eth 
so oftentyme to fallen after here fantasyes; And also pere 
ben men ynowe )>at han no beleve in hem. And sith 
4 pat cristene men han such beleeve, pat ben enformed t 
taught all day be holy doctryne wherejnne )>ei scholde 
beleeve, it is no meruaylle jranne pat the paynemos |>at 
han no gode doctryne but only of here nature beleeven 
8 more largely for here sympless. And treuly I haue 
seen of paynemes t sarazines f>at men clepen Auourynes 
pat whan wee ryden in armes in dyuerse contrees vpon 
oure enemyes, be the flyenge of foules Jjei wolde teH vs 
12 the pronosticaciouns of thinges pat fell after And so J>ei 
diden full oftentymes t profreden here hedea to wedde, 
but $it it wold fallen as pei seyden. But natheles )>erfore 
scholde noght a man putten his beleeve in suche thingea, 
16 but alweys han full trust t beleeve in god oure souereyn 
lord. This He of Chana the sarazines han wonnen t 
holden, In )>ot lie ben many lyouns t many o per wylde 
bestea And pere ben rattea in pat jle als grete as houndea 
20 here And men taken hem w*tfc grete mastyfes, for cattes 
may not take hem. In this jle t manye othere men berye 
not no dede men, for the hete is pere so gret |>ot in a 
lityH tyme the flesch wil consume fro the bones. Fro 
24 j>ens Aien gon be see toward ynde pe more to a cytee pat 
men clepen Sabchbb, |>ot is a fair cytee t a gode t pere 
duellen many cristene men of gode feytb. And J>ere ben 
manye religious men t namely of mendynantca. After 
28 gon men be see to the lond of lomb, In pat lond 1 groweth 
the peper in a Forest pat men clepen Combar t it 
groweth nowhere eH in aH the world but in pat Forest 
t pat dureth wel an .xviij. iourneyes in lengthe. In pat 
32 forest ben .ij. gode cytees, )>at on highte Fladrine t 
pat other zinqlantz And in euery of hem duellen cristene 
men t I ewes gret plentee, For it is a gode contree t a 
plentefona, but pere is ouer meche passynge hetc. And 
36 $ee schuH vnderstonde pat the peper groweth in maner as 
doth a wylde vyne fat is planted faste by the trees of fat 
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wode for to susteynon it by as doth the vyne, And the 
fruyt ferof liangeth in manere as reysynges And the tree 
is so tliikke charged fat it someth pat it wolde breke t 
whan it is ripe it is all grcne as it were juy beiyes t fan men 4 
kytten hew as men don the vynes t fan fei putten it 
vpon an owven) t fere it waxetfc blak t crisp. And fere 
is .iij. maner of peper all vpon o tree : Long peper, blak 
peper t white peper. The long peper men clepen Sor- 8 
BOTYN t the blak peper is clept Fulfubl. And the 
white pejier is clept Bano. The long peper cometh first 
whan the lef begynneth to come t it is lycho the chattes 
of haseH fot cometh before the lef t it hangeth lowe ; 12 
And after cometh the blake witA the lef in manere of 
clustres of reys[i]nges aH grene; And whan men han 
gadrcd it fan cometh the white fat is somdeH lasse fan 
the blake And of fat men bryngen but litiH in to fis 16 
1 contrees for fei be^onden witAhohlen it for hemself 
because it is better and more attempree in kynde fan 
the blake, t ferfore is fer not so gret plentee as of the 
blake. In fat contree ben manye manere of serpeutes 20 
t of ofer vermyn for the gret hete of fe contree 
and of the peper. And summe men seyn fat whan pei 
wil gadre the peper fei maken fuyr t brennen about© to 
make the serpentes and the cokedrillea to flee, But saue 24 
here grace of aH fat seyn so, For $if fei brenten abouten, 
the trees fat beren the peper scholden ben brent t it wolde 
dryen vp aH fe venue, as of ony ofer fing And fan fei 
diden hemself moche harm ; And fei scliolde neuere 28 
quenchen the fuyr. But fus fei don : fei enoynten here 
hondee t here feet [with an oynement] (*) mad of snayles 
t of ofer thinges made ferfore, of the whiche the serpeutes 
t the venymous bestes haten t dreden the sauour, t fat 32 
maketh hem flee before hem be cause of the smcH t fan 
fei gadren it seurly ynow t wyndwe[n] 2 for fan is no drede 
of no vermyn to come nere hem. Also toward the heed 
of fat forest is the eytee of Polombe, And abrue the 36 

(*) Missing in C. * wyndwed, C. 
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cytee is a grctc mountaync fat also is clept Polombr And 
of fat mount tlio cytco hath his name, And at the foot 
of that mount is a fair wello t a gret fat hath odour t 
4 sauour of alio spices, And at euery hour of the day he 
chauugeth his odour t his sauour dyne/’sely And whoso 
drynketh .iij. tymes fasting of pat water of pat welle he 
is hool of all maner sykenoss fat he hath And fei pat 
8 duellen fere t drynken often of fat well fei neuere han 
sekoness t fei semen aH weys jonge. I haue dronken 
fere of .iij. or .iiij. sithes t $it me thinketh I fare the 
better. Sum men clepen it the wcH of joutho for J>ei 
12 fat often drynken fere of semen all weys jongly t lyuen 
with 1 outcn sykonu&s, And mou seyn fat that wello cometh 
out of paradys t ferfore it is so vertuous. Be aU fat 
coutree growoth gode gyngeuere And ferfore thider gon the 
16 inarchauntes for spicerye. In fat land men wurschipen 
the Ox for his synipleness t for his mekoncss t for the 
profitc fat cometh of him And fei seyn fat he is the 
holyest best in ortlie, For hem somoth fat whosoeuero 
20 be mcke t pneyent he is holy t profitable, for fanne fei 
seyn be hath aH vertues in him. pc i makon tho ox to 
labouro .vj. jeer or .vij. t fan fei eto him. And the 
kyng of fat coutree hath aHwey an ox with him And 
24 he fat kopeth him hath euery day grctc fcos t kepeth 
euery day his dong t his vryno in .ij. vessell of gold t 
bryngen it before here prelate fat fei clepen Archipaothe- 
papaton. And ho l»crcth itbeforo tho kyng t maketh fero 
28 ouor a gret blessyng t fan the kyng weteth his liondes 
fere in fat fei clepen Gaul t anoynteth his front t his 
brest and after ho froteth him with the dong and with 
the vryne with gret reuercnce for to ben fulfilt of vertues 
32 of the ox t made holy be the vertuo of fat holy fing fat 
nought is worth. And whan the kyng hath don fanno 
don the lordes And after hem here mynystres t ofer men, 
$if fei may haue ony remenant. In fat contree fei maken 
36 ydolos half man half ox And in fo ydolos euyH spirites 
spoken t y \\on answere to men of what is asked hem. 
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[CH. XIX. INDIA. ITS SUPERSTITIONS.] 

Before feise ydolos men slccn lioie children many Lymes 
t spryngen the blood vpon theydoles t so fei maken here 
sacrifise. And whan ony man dyetli in the contree fei 
brennen his body in name of penance to fat entent fat lie 4 
suffre no peyne in ertlie to ben eten of wormes. And $if 
1 his wif haue no child ]>ei brenne hire with him t seyn fat 
it is re8onn fat sche make him company© in fat o per 
world ns sche did in this. But t sche haue children with 8 
him fei leten hire lyue with hem to brynge hem vp $if 
sche wole. And 3 if fat sche lone more to lyue witA here 
children fan for to dye with hire husbonde, men holden 
hire for fats t cursed no schee schaH neuer ben loued no 12 
trusted of the peple. And }if the womman dye before 
the husbonde men brennen liim with hire ^if fat he 
wole And $if he wil not, noman constreyneth him fere 
to, but he may wedde anofer tyme witAouten blame or 16 
reproof. In fat contree growen many stronge vyncs t the 
wowimen drynken wyn t men not And the wommen 
schauen hire hordes t men not. 


OF THE DOMES MADE BE SEYNT THOMAS 
IIOND ; OF DEUOCIOUiV t SACRIFICE MADE TO 
YDOLES pELUS, IN THE CYTEE OF CALAMYE; 
AND OF THE PiZOCESSlOUN IN GOYNGE 
ABOUTE THE CYTEE. 

F ROM fat contree men passen be many marches 20 
toward a contree a .x. iourneyes fens fat is 
clept Mababon t it is a gret kyngdom t it hath many 
faire cytees t townes. In fat kyngdom litll the body of 
seynt Thomas the Apostle in flescli t bon in a faire torabc 24 
in the oytee of Calamyk, for fere he was martyred t 
buryed. But men of Assirie beeren his body in to Meso- 
patayme in to the cytec of Edisse And after lie was 
brought fider ajen, And the arm t the hond fat ho putte 28 
in oure lordcs syde whan ho appered to him after his 
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resurrexioun and seydo to him: Noli esse incredulus 
s ed fidelis, is $it lyggynge in a vessel! witAouten the 
toinbo. And be pat bond Jjci inaken aH here Iuggementes 
4 in the contree, whoso hath right or wrong, For whan per 
is ony dissoncioun betvvene 1 .ij. jwrtyes t euery of hem 
meynteneth his cause t seyth pat his cause is rightful! 
And pat oper seyth the coutrarye, panne hothe i>artyes 
8 writen liere causes in .ij. billes And putten hem in the 
bond of sevnl Thomas And anon lie casteth a wey the 
bille of tlio wrong cause t holdeth stille the bille with 
tlio rigid cause. And perforo men comen fro fer controes 
12 to haue juggement of doutable causes, And oper jugge- 
ment vse pei non pere. Also the chircho whore seynt 
Thomas lyth is bothe grot t fair t aH fuH of grete 
SuMULAcnfes i po ben grete ymages pat )>ei clepen here 
16 goddes, of the whiche the leste is als gret as .ij. men. 
And amonges peise opere perc is a grot yniagc more pan 
ony of the opere ]>at is :iH eouercd with fyn gold t 
preeions stones t riche perles And pat ydole is the god 
20 of false cristeno pat hau reneyed hire feyth And it sytteth 
in a chayere of gold fuH nohely arrayed t lie hath aboute 
his necko large gyrdles wrought of gold t i>reciows stones 
t perles; t this chircho is fuH richely wrought t aH ouer 
24 gylt witAjnnc. And to pat ydole gon men on pilgrimage 
als comounly t with als gret deuocioun as eristeno men 
gon to seynt lames or oper holy pilgrimages. And many 
folk pat comen fro fer londes to seclie pat ydole, for tho 
28 gret deuoeyoun pat pci ban, J>ci loken noueru vpward 
but euermore down to the erthe, for drede to see ony thing 
aboute hem pat seholde lette hem of here deuocioun. And 
summe per ben pat gon on pilgrimage to this ydole pat 
32 beren knyfes in hire hondes pat ben made fuH keno t 
scharpo t aH weyes as pei gon pei smyten hem self in 
here armes t in here legges 2 t in here thyes with many 
hidouse wonndes i so ]>ei scheden here blood for loue 
36 of J>at ydole And J>oi seyn pat he is blessed t holy 
pat dyeth so for loue of his god. And opere pere ben 


How his 
hand gives 
judgment 

P fol .72 6] 


Large idols 
hi his 
church. 


Tho god of 

renegade 

Christians. 


Pilgrims 
looking 
always 
towards tlie 
earth. 


Pilgrims 
that wound 
themselves 
with kiiivi H. 


[2 fol. 73 a} 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



116 [CH. XX. ST. THOMAS. THE JUGGERNAUT CAR.] 


Children 

sacrificed. 


Kneeling 
at every 
third step. 


The pond 
containing 
valuables 
for keeping 
the minster 
in repair. 


The J ngger- 
naut car. 


[* fol. 73 6] 


pat leden hire children for to sic to make sacrifise to pat 
ydolo t after pei han slayn hem pei spryngen the blood 
vpon the ydole. And summe per ben pat comen fro ferr 
t in goynge toward tliis ydole at euery thrydde pas pot 4 
pei gon fro here hows, pei knelen 4 so contynuen till 
pei come thider. And whan pei comen pere pci taken 
ensence 4 oper aromatyk thin gee of noble smell and 
sensen the ydolo as we wolde don here goddes preciouse 8 
body. And so comen folk to worechipe this ydole sum 
from an hundred myle 4 summe fro many mo. Aud 
before the mynstre of this ydole is a vyuers in maner 
of a gret lake full of water And pere in pilgrymes casten 12 
gold 4 syluer, perles 4 precious stones witAouten uomhre 
in stede of offrynges And whan the mynystres of pat 
chirclie uedon to maken ony reparactoun of the chirclie 
or of ony of the ydoles, pei taken gold 4 siluer, perles 16 
or precious stones out of the vyuere, to quyten tho 
costages of such ping as pci maken or reparen; so pat 
no thing is fawtv, but anon it scliaH ben amended. And 
$ee schuH vnderstonde pat whan [ben] ( x ) grete festes 4 20 
solempnytees of pat ydole, ns the dedicactoun of the 
chirclie 4 the thronyngo of tho ydolo aH the contree 
aboute meten pere to gidere. And pci setten this ydolo 
vpon a chare with gret reuerence, wel arrayed with 24 
clothes of gold, of riche clothes of Tartarye, of Oamacaa 
4 oper preeyous clothes, 4 pei leden him alxmte the cytee 
with gret solcmphiytee. And ljofore the chare gon first 
in processioun aH the maydenes of the contree -ij. 4 .ij. 28 
togydere fuH ordynatly, And after tho maydenes gon 
the pilgrymes Aud summe of hem fallen doun vuder 
the wlieles of the chare 4 lat the chare gon ouer hem, 
so pat pei ben dedo anon. And summo han here armes 32 
or here lymcs aH tobroken 4 somme the sydes, 4 aH 
this don pci for louc of hire god in grot devoctoun. 
Aud hem thinketh pat the more peyno 4 the more 
tribulacioun \at pei suflren for loue of here god, the 36 
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more ioye J>ei schuH haue in another world And schortly 
to soye 30U, ]>ei suffren so grete peynes t so harde 
martyrdomes for loue of here ydole ]>at a cristene man 
4 I trowe durst not taken vpon him the tenths port the 
peyne for loue of oure lord Ihesu crist. And after I seye 
30U before the chare gon all the mynstrelles of the contrey 
witAouten nombre wttA dyuerse instrumented t |>ei maken 
8 aH the melodye ]>at J)oi cone. And whan )>ei han gon 
aH aboute the cytee ]>a»ne J)ei returnen a^en to the 
mynstre t putten the ydole ajcn into his placo And 
J>anne for the loue t in worschipe of pat ydole and for 
12 the reuerence of the feste ]>ei slen hem self a .cc. or 
.ccc. persones witA scharpe knyfes, of the whiche )>ci 
bryngen the bodyes before the ydole t )>an ]>ei soyn pat 
po ben seyntes because pat J>oi slowen hem self of here 
16 owno gode wille for loue of here ydole. And as men 
here pat hadde an holy soynt of his kyn wolde thinke 
pot it were to hem an high worschipe, right so hem 
thinketh pare, And as men here deuoutly wolde writen 
20 holy seyntes lyfes t here myracles t sewen for here 
canonyzaciouns, right so don J>ei pere for hem pat sloen 

t 

hemself wilfully for loue of here ydole t seyn J>at J>ei 
ben 1 gloriouse martyres t seyntes t putten hem in here 
24 wrytynges t in here letanyes t avaunten hem gretly on 
to a nother of here holy kynnesmen pat so becomen 
seyntos t seyn: I haue mo holy seyntes in my kynrede 
J>an ]>ou in J)in. And the customo also J>ere is this, pat 
28 whan )>oi pat han such douocioun t ontent for to sle 
himself for loue of his god, j)ei senden for aH here 
frendes t han gret plentoo of mynstreH \ ]>ei gon before 
the ydole ledynge him pat wil sle himself for such 
32 deuocioun betwene hem wit A gret reuerence. And he 
aH naked hath a ful scharp knyf in his hond t he 
cuttcth a gret pece of his tlesch t casteth it in the face 
of his ydole seyenge his orysounes, recommendynge him 
36 to his god. And }wm he smyteth himself t maketh grete 
woundes t depe here t J>ere tiH he falle doun ded. And 
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J»an liis frond es prescnten liis body to the ydole t pan pei 
seyn syngynge : holy god behold what tlii trewe seruant 
hatli don for ]>o, he liatli forsaken his wif t his children 
t his ricchess t aH the godes of the world t his owno lyf 4 
for the loue of pc t to make po sacrifise of his flesch t of 
his blode, wherfore holy god putte him among thi beste 
belouede seyntes in thi blissc of poradys, for ho hath 
wel dissented it. And pan pei maken a grot fuyre t 8 
brennen the body t panne ouerych of his frendes taken 
a qnantyte of the assches t kepen hem in stedc of 
relykes t seyn |>at it is holy thing. And pei haue no 
drede of no perile whils pei han po holy asshes vpon 12 
hem, And putton his name in here letanyes as a seynt. 


[fol. 74 6] 


ch. xxi. OF THE EUYfcE CUSTOMS YSKD IN THE YLE 

OF LAMARY, t 1IOW THE ERTHE AND THE 
SEE BEN OF KOWND FORME AND SCHAPT, 

BE PREF OF THE STERRE THAT IS CLEFT 
ANTARTYK, \)AT IS FIX IN THE SOUTH. 

F RO pat contrco go men be the sec Occean t bo many 
dyuerso ylcs t be many contrees pat were to longe 
for to teH of. And a .lij. iorneyes fro this loml pat I haue 16 
spoken of pero is another loml pat is full grot pat men 
clepon lamary. In pat loml is fuH gret heto t the custom 
pere is such pit men t wommon gon all naked. And pei 
scornen whan thei seen ony strange folk goynge clothed 20 
Ami pei seyn pat god made Adam t Eue all naked And 
pat noman scholde schamo him to schewcn him such as 
god made him, For no thing is foul pit is of kyndely 
nature. And pei seyn pat pei pat ben clothed ben folk of 24 
another world or pei lien folk pit trowen not in god. 
Anil pei seyn pat pei beleeuen in god pat formed the 
world t pat made Auam t Kue t aH oper pinges. \ pei 
wedden pere no wyfes, for aH the wommon pere ben 28 
comoun t pei forsake noman And pei seyn pci synnen $if 
pei rofusen ony man, And so god commanded to Adam 
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t Euk t to aH J>at comen of him, whan he seyde : Crbscitb 

KT MULTIPLICAMINI ET REPLETE TAARAM. And )>erfore 
may noman in J>at contree seyn: this is my wyf, ne no 
4 womman may seye: this is myn husbonde. And whan 
j>ei han children )>ei may }euen hem to what man )>ei 
wole pat hath companyed wttA hem. And also all the 
lond is comoun, for aH ))at a man holdeth o $eer another 
8 man hath it ano)>er $eer, And euery man taketh what 
part )>at him lyketh. And also aH the godes of the lond 
ben comoun, cornes t aH oper J)inges, for noting )>ere is 
kept in clos ne noting perc is vndur lok t euery man )>ere 
12 taketh what he wole witAouten ony contmdicctoun t als 
riche is o man pere as is another. 1 But in )>at contree 
perQ is a cursed custom, for J>ei eten more gladly mannes 
flesch |>an ony o per flesch And $it is pat contree habundant 
16 of flesch, of fissch, of cornes, of gold t syluer t of aH 
o per godcs. J)ider gon marchauntee t bryngen w»tA hem 
cliihlren to selle to hem of the contree t ]>ei by$en hem And 
$if J»ei ben fatte ]>ei eten hem anon, And $if J)ei ben lene ]>ei 
20 feden hem tiH Jjei ben fatte t )>anne )>ei eten hem. And 
)>ei seyn pat it is the best flesch t the swettest of aH the 
world. In pat lond ne in many othere be^onde pat noman 
may see the stem transmontanb )>at is clept the sterre of 
24 the see, pat is vnmevable t pat is toward the north, pat 
wee clcpen the lodesterre. But men seen ano)>er sterre 
the contrarie to him, pat is toward the south, pat is clept 
Antartyk. Auil right as the schipmen taken here avys 
28 here t gouerne hem be the lodesterre, right so don 
schipmen be$onde J>o parties be the sterre of the south, 
the whiche sterre appereth not to vs. And this sterre pat 
is toward the north pat we clepen the lodesterre ne 
32 appereth not to hem. For whiche cause men may wel 
parceyue pat the lond t the see ben of rownde schapp t 
forme, For the partie of the firmament scheweth in o 
contree )>at scheweth not in another contree. And men 
36 may wel preuen be experience t sotyle compassement of 
wytt pat pf a man fond passages bo schippes )>at wolde go 
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to serchen the world, men myghto go be schippo aH aboute 
the world t abouen t bene then, The whiclie thing 1 proue 
pus, after )>ot I liaue seyn. For I haue ben toward the 
partes of Bralwm t beliolden [in]( 1 ) the Astrolabrb pat the 
sterre pat is clept the transmontayne is .liij. degrees high, 
And more forpere in Almayne -t Bkwmk it hath .lviij. 
degreos, And more forth toward tho 1 i>arties Septbm- 
trioneles it is . lxij. degrees of lieghto t certeyn mynutes, 
for I self haue mesured it be tho Astrolabre. Now schuH 
3 c knowe pat 03011 pat transmontayne is tho toper sterre 
pat is clept Antartyke as I haue seyd before. And )>o 
.ij. sterres no meevon neuere, And bo hem tumeth aH the 12 
firmament right as doth a wheel pat tumeth be his nxitt 
tree, 80 pat po sterres boron tho firmament in .ij. cgaH 
parties, so pat it hath als mochel abouen as it hath 
bonethen. After this I haue gon toward the parties 16 
meridionales, pat is toward the south And I haue founden 
pat in lybyo men seen first tho sterre Antartyk. And 
so for I liaue gon moro forth in po contrees pat I haue 
founde pat sterre more high, so pat toward the high lybye 20 
it is .xviij. degrees of heghto t certeyn mynutes, of the 
whiclie .lx. mynutes maken a degree. After goyngo lie 
see t bo londo toward this controe of pat I haue spoko 
* to oper yles t londes In^onde pat contree I haue founden 24 
the sterre Antartyk of .xxxiij. degrees of heghte t mo 
mynutes. And $if I haddo liad comj>anyo t schippynge 
for to go more be^onde I trowo wel in certeyn pat woe 
scholde liaue com all tho roundness of tho firmament aH 28 
aboute. For as I haue seyd 3011 beforn tho half of the 
firmament is betwene po .ij. sterres, The whiclie lialfondeH 
I haue seyn. And of tho toper halfondeH I haue seyn 
toward tho north vnder the transmontane .lxij. degrees 32 
t .x. mynutes, And toward the partie Meridional. I liaue 
[seyn](*) vnder the antartyk .xxxiij. degrees t .xvj. mynutes. 
And panne the lialfondeH of the firmament in aH ne 

XX XX 

holdeth not but .ix. degrees. And of po .ix. I haue seen 36 
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.lxij. on fat o part t .xxxiij. on fat ofer i>art fat ben .iiij. 
t .xv. degrees t nygh the hulfondeft of a degree. And so 
jwe ne faylcth but fat I hauo seen aft tlie firmament saf 

XX' 

4 .iiij. t .iiij. degrees t fc halfondeft of a degree And fat is 
not the fourths partic of the firmament, For the .iiij. 

XX 

partio of the roundness of the firmament holt .iiij. t .x. 
degrees, So fere fayletli but .v. degrees t an half of the 
8 fourthe portie. And also I hauo seen the .iij. parties 
of aft the roundeness of the firmament t moi*e 3 U .v. 
degrees t an half, Be the whiclio I scye 30 U corteynly, fat 
men may envirowne aft the ertho of aft J>e world as wel 
12 vnder as abouen t turnon ajon to his contre fat hadde 
companye t schippynge t couduyt. And attweys he 
scholde fynde men londes t ylcs as wel as in this contreo, 
For 3 eo wyten weft fat fei fat ben toward the antartyk 
16 |>ei bon streght feet a^cn feet of hem pat dwellen vnder 
the TAAN8MONTANB also wel as wee t J>ei pat dwellyn 
vnder vs ben feet n 3011 st feet. For aft the parties of 
see t of lond hau here appositees habitables or trepnss- 
20 ables t [yles]^) of fis half t l>e 3 ondhalf. And wyteth 
wel fat after fat fat I may parcoyuo t comprehends the 
londes of Prestrb Iohn Emperour of Ynde ben vnder 
vs. For iu goynge from Scotlond or from Englond toward 
24 leru 8 alem men gon vpward alweys, For oure lond is in the 
lowe partie of the ertho toward the west And the lond of 
Prkstb# Iohn is the lowe partie of the erthe toward 
the Est and han there the day whan wee haue the nyght; 
28 And also high to the contrarie fei han the nyght whan 
woe han the day. For the ertho t the see ben of round 
forme and schapp as I hauo seyd beforn And fat fat men 
gon vpward *to o cost, men gon dounward to another 
32 cost. Also 366 haue herd me seye fat Ierc/s^lem is in 
the inyddes of the world t fat may men preuen t schewen 
fere be a spere fat is right into the erthe vpon the hour of 
mydday whan it is Equbnoxn/m, fat scheweth no schadwo 
36 on no syde. And fat it scholde lien in the myddes of 

(>) >ei, MS. 
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the world Dauid wytnesseth it in the psauter where he 
seyth: Dius otkhatus est salptxm in mkdio terra. 
Jjanne J>ei |>at porten fro j>o parties of the west for to 
go toward Irrc/salem, ala many iomeyes as J>ei gon 4 
vpward for to go thider, in als many iourneyes may J>ei 
gon fro Ibrosalam vnto o per confynyes of the super- 
ficialtee of the erthe bejonde. And whan men gon 
be^onde po iourneys toward ynde t to the foreyn yles, 8 
aft is envyronynge tho roundnesse of the erthe t of the 
see vnder oure contrees on this half. And perloxe hath it 
befallen many tymes of o Jjing )>at I haue herd cownted 
whan I was $ong, how a worthi man departed somtyme 12 
from oure contrees for to go serche the world, And so 
he passed ynde t the yles be^onde ynde where ben mo 

)>an .v. M. yles. And so longe he wente be see t lond 
t so enviround the world be many seisons, J>at he fond 16 
an yle where he herde speke his owne langage, callynge 
on oxen in the plowgh suche wordee as men speken to 
bestes in his owne contree, Where of he hadde gret 
meruayle, for he knew not how it myghte be. But 1 20 
seye pat he had gon so longe be londe t be see, )>at he 
had envy round aft the erthe, pat ho was comen a$en 
envirounynge pat is to seye goynge aboute vnto his owne 
marches, t ^if he woldo haue passed forth, ( l ) he had 24 
founden his contre 1 and his owne knouleche. But he 
turned ajen from J>ens fro whens he was come fro t so 
he loste moche peynefuft labour, as himself seyde a gret 
while after )>at he was comen hom. For it befeft after 28 
pat he wente in to Norweyo and pere tempest of the sec 
toke him and he arryued in an yle And whan he was in 
pat yle he knew wel pat it was the yle where he had 
herd speke his owne langage before, t the callynge of 32 
oxen at the plowgh, \ pat was possible J)inge. But how 
it someth to syniple men vnlemed pat men ne mowe not 
go vnder the erthe t also pat men scholde falle toward 
the heuene from vnder. But |>at may not be vpon less 36 

(') til, C. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



[CH. XXI. THE EARTH IS A SPHERE.] 


123 


J>an wee raowe falle toward heuene fro the erthe where 
wee ben. For fro what portie of the erthe pat man duett 
ou per abouen or benethen it semeth always to hem pat 
4 duellen pat pei gon more right Jnui ony oper folk And 
right as it semeth to vs pat pei ben vnder vs, right so it 
semeth hem J>ot wee ben vnder hem. For $if a man 
myghto falle fro the erthe vnto the firmament, be grettere 
8 resoun the erthe t the see pat bon so grete t so heuy 
scholde fallen to the firmament, but pat may not be And 
per fore soith oure lord god : Non timeas me qui suspendi 
T ifiiRAJf ex NiciiiLO. And att bo it \at it be possible 
12 ping pat men may so envyroune att the world, natheles 

of a .M. persones on ne myghto not happen to returnen 
in to his contree. For, for the gretness of the erthe 

i i 

t of the see men may go bo a .M. and a .M. other 
16 weyes, pat noman cowdo redye him perfitely toward the 
parties pat ho cam fro, but jif it were be aventure t 
liapp or be the grace of god. For the erthe Ms futt 
large t futt gret t holt in roundness \ aboute envyroun 

20 lie abouen t bo benethen .xx. M.CCCC. t .xxv. myles, 
after the opynyoun of oldo wise astronomeres. And 
here seyenges I repreue nought, But after my lytytt wytt 
it semeth me, sauyngo here rouerence, pat it is more. And 
24 for to haue better vndirstondynge I soye pus: Bo per 
ymagyned a figure pat hath a gret com pas t aboute the 
poynt of the gret compos pat is clept the centre be made 
another lititt compos. ])an after be the gret compas 
28 devised be lynos in munye parties And pat att the lynes 
meeten at the centre, so pat in as many parties as the 
grete compas schal lie departed, ill ols manye schatt be 
departed the lititt pat is aboute the centre, att be it 
32 pat the spaces ben lesse. Now panne, be the gret compas 
represented for the firmament And the lititt compas 
represented for the erthe. Now panne, the firmament is 
deuysed be Astronomeres in .xij. signes and enery signe 
36 is deuysed in .xxx. degrees, pat is .CCC. t -lx. degrees 
pat the firmament hath a bouen. Also be the erthe 
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p fol. 78 o] 


deuysed in als many parties as the firmament t lat euery 
partye answers to a degree of the firmament. And 
wyteth it wel pat after the Auctoures of Astronomye 
.DC. furlonge8 of erthe answeren to a degree of the 4 

n 

firmament And J»o ben .iiij. .vij. Mit. t .iiij. furlonges. 
Now be pat here multiplyed be .CCC. sithes t .lx. t pan 
pei ben .xxxj. M l . t .DC. myles, euery of .viij. furlonges, 
after myles of oure contree. So moche hath the ortho in 8 
round ness t of heghte enviroun after myn opynyoun t 
myn vndirstondynge. And $ee schuH vndirstondo pat after 
the opynyoun of oldc wise 1 Philosophres t Astronomeres 
oure contree lie Irelond ne Wales lie Scotlond ne Norweye 12 
ne the o per yles costynge to hew ne ben not in the 
superficyalte cowntcd abouen the erthe, as it schewe)) 
be aH the bokes of Astronomye. For the superficial tee 
of the erthe is departed in .vij. parties for the .vij. 16 
planetes And po parties ben clept clymates. And oure 
parties be not of the .vij. clymates, for pei ben de- 
sccndynge toward the west betwene high toward the 
roundness of the world, t pere ben the yles of ynde, 20 
And pei ben a^onst vs pat ben in the lowe contree, 
t the .vij. clymates strccchen hew envirounynge the 
world. 


ch. xxii. OF THE PALAYS OF THE KYNG OF THE YLE 

OF IAUA; OF THE TREES pAT BEREN MELE, 
HONY, WYN t VENYM, t OF OTHER!? 
MERUAYLLES t CUSTOMS VSED IN THE 
YLES MARCHINGE bERE ABOUTEN. 


B ESYDE pat yle pat I liaue spoken of pere is another 24 
yle pat is clept Sumobor pat is a gret yle t the 
kyng percof is right myghty. The folk of pat yle maken 
hew alweys to ben marked in the visage wttA an liote 
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kuowen from o)>er folk, for poi hoklen hemself most noble 
t most wortlii of aH the world. And J>ei ha» werre 
aHweys with the folk pat gou aH naked. And I'astc besyde 
4 is another yle pat is clept Bkteuga pat is a gode yle t a 
plenty foue. And many o per yles hen pere aboute where 
pero lien many of dyuerse folk of the whiche it were to 
longe to speke of aH. But fast besyde pat yle for to passe 
8 be see is a grot yle t a gret con tree pat men clepen Iaua 

* it is nygh .ij. M. myle in circuyt. And the kyng of pat 
contree is a fuH gret lord t a riche t a myghty And 
hath vnder him .vij. o per kynges of.vij. oper yles abouten 
12 hyra. 'This yle is fuH wel enhabyted t fuH wel manned, 
pere growen aH mnner of spicerie more plentyfouslich 
pan in ony oper contree, As of gyngeuere, clowegylofres, 
caneH, zodewaH, liotemuge* t maces. And wyteth wel 
16 pat the notomuge Ijeroth the mnees, For right as the note 
of the haseH hath an husk wtfAouten, pat tho note is 
closed in til it l>e ripe t after falleth out, right so it is of 
tho notomuge t of tho maces. Manye oper spices t many 
20 oper godes growen in pat ylo, For of aH ping is pere 
plentee saf only of wyn. But pere is gold t siluer gret 
plentee. And tho kyng of pat contra hath a paleys fuH 
noble t fuH merueylloue t moro riche pan ony in the 
24 world, For aH the degroz to gon vp in to hallos t chainbres 
ben on of gold, anoper of syluer. And also the paumentes 
of hallos t chambre8 ben nH square on of gold t anoper of 
syluer t alio tho walles wttAinno ben couered with gold 
28 t syluer in fyn plates. And in po plates ben stories t 
batayles of kuyghtes enleved t the crounes t the cerclos 
alouten here liedes bon made of precious stouos t riche 
jierles t gretc. And tho hallos t the chambres of tho 
32 [inlays lion aH couered wttAinno wit A gold t syluer, so 
pat noman woldo trowo tho richess of pat palays but ho 
had seen it. And witeth wel pat tho kyng of pat ylo is 
so myghty pat ho hath many tymes ouercomcn tho grate 
36 Cane of Catiiay in hataylle, pat is the most gret 
Emperour pat is vnder the firmament ouper bejonde the 
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[i fol. 79 o] 
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P fol. 79 6] 

Honey, 
]Kji«on and 
wine exude 
in the s mie 
way. 


hong canes. 


see or on this half. Fur J>ei han liad of ten ty me werre 
betwene hem, because pit the grete Cane wolde constrey- 
1 non him to holden his lend of him, but pit other at all 
tymes defendoth him wol ajenst him. After pit ylo in 4 
goyngo bo see men fynden another yle gode t gret pat 
men clejten Patsbn, pit is a gret kyngdom fuH of faire 
cytees t full of townes. In pit loud growen trees pat 
l>eren mele wherof men maken gode bred t white t of 8 
gode sauour And it someth as it were of whete, but it is 
not allynges of such sauour. And )>ere ben oper trees 
pat beren hony gode i swete And o)>er trees pit beren 
venym njenst the whiche pere is no medicyne but [on] 12 
And pat is to taken he:e i>ropre leves t stampe hem t 
tempere him witA water t pm drynkc it And eH he schall 
dye, for triacle wil not avaylle ne non o per medicyne. 

Of this venym the Iewes had let sechen of on of here 16 
frendes for to enpoysone all cristiantee as I liuue lierd 
hem seye in here confessioun before here dyenge. But 
thanked be aH myghty god )>ei fayloden of hire purpos 
but allweys poi maken gret mortalitee of poeple. Ami 20 
oJ>er trees per ben also pit beren wyn of noble sentoment. 
And $if 30 U lyke to here how the mele cometh out of the 
trees I schuH seye 3011 . Men hewen the trees with an 
hacliet aH alx>ute the fote of the tree till pit the bark 24 
he perced in many parties t pm cometh out perof a 
tliikke lykour, the whiche pei resceyuen in vessclles t 
drycn it at the hete of the sonne. And pan pei han it to 
a mylle to grynde And it 2 bccometh faire mele t white. 28 
And the hony t the wyn t the venym l>en drawen out of 
oper trees in the same manerc t put in vesselles for to 
kepe. In pit yle is a ded see pit is a lake pit hath no 
ground And $if oily thing falle in to pit lake it schaH 32 
neuere comcn vp ajen. In pit lake growen reedcs pit ben 

ti 

Cannes pit ]>ei clepen Thaby pal ben .xxx. fadme long 
And of peisc Cannes men maken faire houses. And per 
ben o per canes pat ben not so longe pit growen nere the 36 
loud t ban so longe rotes J at duren wcl a .iiij. quarteres of 
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a furlong ore more. And at the knottes of )>o rotes men 
fynden precious stones )>at han gret vertues And he J>ot 
bereth ony of hem vpon him, yren ne steel ne may not 
4 hurt him ne drawe no blod vpon him And perfore )>ei pat 
han )>o stones vpon hem fightcn full hardyly bothe on see t 
lond For men may not harmen [hem] on no portye. And 
J>erforc )>ei pat knowen tlie mancre t schutt fighte witA 
8 hem )>ei schoten to hem arwes t quarelles witAouten yren 
or steel i so |>ei hurten hem t slcen liem. And also of 
J)o Cannes )?oi maken houses and schippes t ojier thinges 
as wee han here makynge houses and schippes of oke or of 
12 ony oper trees. And deme noman l>at I seye it but for a 
truffuH, for I haue seen of )>o Cannes with myn owne 
ey^en fuH many tymes lyggynge vj>on the Ryuere of pat 

ti 

lake, of the whiche .xx. of oure felowes ne myghtcn not 
16 liften vp ne bcren on to the erthc. After this 1 yle men 
gon be see to anojier yle \>at is clept Calonak i it is a 
fair lond t a plentifous of godes. And the kyng of j?ot 
contrey hath als many wyfes as ho wolo For he maktli 
20 serche all the contree to geten him the fairest maydens 
pat may ben founde t inakoth hem to ben brought before 
him And he tuketh on o nyght t ano|>er a nojjer nyght t 

so forth contynuelly sewyng, so pat he hath a .M. wyfes 
24 or mo. And ho liggoth neuer but o nyght with on of 
hem t anojier nyght with a noper, but $if ]>at on happene 
to be?» more lusty to his plesance Jxin another. And 
perfore the kyng geteth fuH many children, sumtymc an 
28 .C. sumtyme an .CC. t sumtyme mo. And ho hath also 
into a .xiiij. Mit Olifauntz or mo, pat he maketh for to 
ben brought vp amonges his viloynes bo aH his townes. 
For in ciis J?at he had ony werre ajenst ony o)>er kyng 
32 alxmtc him )>a/me [he] maketh ce/’teyn nie?i of annes for 
to gon vp in to the castclles of tree made for the werre 
pat craftylly b en sett vpon the Olifantes bakkes, for to 
fyghtea ajen hire onomyes, t so don o)>er kynges f>e?’e 
36 aboule. For the mime/* of werre is not ]>erc as it is here 

1. 31, J»at repeated, C. 
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or in o)>er con trees, lie the only nance of worre noujicr. 
And mew clepen the Olifantos wakkbs. And in pat ylo 
pei'G is a gret mevuayle more to speke of )>an in ony oj>er 
par tie of the world: For all raancre of fissclics pat hen 
J fere in the see ahouten hew conien ones in the $ecr eche 
1 man ere of dyuersc fissches, on maner of kymlo after other, 
t )>oi castcn hew self to tho sco banko of pat yle, so grot 
plenloe t multitude J>ot noninn may vnncthesce but fissch 
t |>ere }>ei abyden .iij. dayes and ouery man of the contree 
taketh of hem als many as him lyketh, And after )>at 
maner of fissch after the thriddo day departotfi i goth 
into the see. And after hem comen another multitude of 12 
fyssch of anojier kymlo t don in the same maner as the 
Arete *didon ojier .iij. dayes. And after hem anojier liH 
aH tho dyuerse maner of fisshes han hen )>ere t )>at men 
ban taken of hem J>ot hem lykoth. And noman knowoth 10 
tho cause wlierforc it may bon, But J>oi of the contree 
soyii pat it is for to do roiiercnco to here kyng ]>at is 
tlio most worthi kyng j>at is in tho world us )>oi seyn, be 
cause pat he fulfilleth tho commandement pat god lmd to 20 
Adam t Eue whan god eeyde : Crrscitjc f.t mi/ltipli- 
camini kt replete tekram. And for becaune pat lie 
multiplicth so the world w*tA chihlrcn Jierforo god sendeth 
him so the fissches of dyuerse kyndes of aH f>at Ixm in 24 
tlio see, to takon at his wille for him t aH his peple. 
And Jierfore aH |>o fissches of tho see comen to maken him 
homago as the most noble t excellent kyng of the world 
t |>ot is l>cst lieloucd with g(xl als J>ei seyn. I kuowe not 28 
tho re 80 un wlii it is but god knoweth. Blit this me 
[ a r«.»i. si a] someth *is the moste merueylle pat euere I saugh, For 

this mervaylle is ngeust kynde t not with kyndo, |>at the 
fisshes pat han fredom to enviroun aH the costos of the 32 
see at here owno list comcn of hire owne wiH to profron 
hem to the doth wttAoutcn constreynyngo of man. And 
Jierforo I am syker pat this may not ben witAouten a gret 
tokene. Jjero lien also in pat contree a kynde of Snayles 36 
pat lien so grete pat many jiersones may loggen hem in 
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hire schelles, as men wolde don in a lityH bous, And 
oper snayles fere ben pat ben fuH grete, but not so huge 
as the ofer. And of feise snayles t of gret white 
4 wormes pat ban blake hedes pat ben als grote as a mannes 
thigh t Somme losse as gret-o wormes pat men fyndon pere 
in wodes men maken Vyaunde KiaH for the kyng t for 
ofer grete lordos. And $if a man pat is maryed dye in 
8 pat contree, men buryon his wif witA him aft quyk, For 
men seyn pere pat it is resoun fat sche make him com- 
panye in fat o per world as sche did in this. From fat 
contree men gon bo the see occean be an yle pat is clept 
12 Cafpolos. Men of pat contree whan here freudes ben 
seke fei hangen hem vpon trees t seyn fat it is better j>at 
briddes fat ben Angeles of god eten hem fan the foule 
wormes of the erthe. From pat yle men gon to another 
16 yle where the folk bon of full cursed kyndo for fei norys- 
schen 1 grete doggee i tcchon hem to strangle here frendes 
whan fei ben syke, for fei wil nought fat fei dyon of 
kyndely doth, for fei soyn fat foi scholde suffren to 
20 gret peyne $if fei abyden to dyen be hemself as nature 
wolde. t whan fei ben fue enstrangled fei eten here 
flesch in stede of venysoun. Afterward men gon be 
many yles be see vnto an yle fat men clepen Milks t 
24 fere is a fuH cursed peple for fei delyten in nothiug more 
fan for to tighten and to sle men And fei drynken 
gladlyest mannes blood the wliiche fei clepen Disu, And 
the mo men fat a man may slee, the more worsohipe ho 
28 hath amonges hem. And pf .ij. persones ben at debate 
t perauenture ben accorded be here frendes or be sum of 
here alliance, it bchoueth fat euery of hem fat scliuH 
ben accorded drynke of oferes blood, And eh the accord 
32 ne the alliance is noght worth ne it schall not be no 
repref to him to breke the alliance t the acord, but 
pf euery of hem drynke of oferes blood, i from fat 
yle men gon be see from yle to yle vnto an yle fat is 
36 clept Tracoda, where the folk of fat contree ben os 
bestes t vnresonable t duellen in caves fat fei maken 

MANDKVILLE. 
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in the erthe for pei haue no wytt to makcn hem houses. 
And whan j>ei seen ony men passynge porgh here con trees 
pei hyden hem in here caves. And ]>ei eten flessch of 
serpentes t J>ei eten but litiH t pei speken nought 1 but 
p^i hissen as serpentes don And pei sette no prys be 
non aveer ne ricchess, but only of a precyous ston pat is 
amongee hem pat is of .lx. coloures; And for the name of 
the yle pei clepen it Tracodocn. And pei louen more pat 
ston pan ony thing ell And ^it thei knowe not the vertue 
peroof but pei coueyten it t louen it only for the beautee. 
After pat yle men gon be the see occean be many yles 
vnto an yle pat is clept Nacumera pit is a gret yle t 12 

good t fayr. And it is in kompas aboute more pan a .M. 

myle t all the men t wommen of pat yle han houndee 

% 

hedes and pei ben clept Canopholos t pei ben full 
resonable t of gode vnderstondynge, saf pat pei wor-16 
schipen an ox for here god. And also euerych of hem 
bereth an ox of gold or of syluer in his forhed in tokene 
pat pei louen wel here god. And pei gon all naked 
saf a lityH clout pat pei coueren with here knees t hire 20 
membre8. pei ben grete folk t wel fyghtynge t pei han 
a gret targe pat couereth all the body t a spere in here 
hond to fighte witA. And pf pei taken ony man in 
bataylle anon pei eten him. The kyng of pat yle is full 24 
riche t full myghty t right deuout after his lawe And 
he hath abouten his nekke .ccc. perles oryent gode t 
grete t knotted as Pater nostrbs here of Amber. * And 
in maner as wee seyn oure Pater nos7 RE t oure Auh 28 
maria, cowntynge the Pater nostrbs, light so this kyng 
seyth euery day deuoutly .ccc. preyeres to his god or pat 
he ete. And he bereth also aboute his nekke a Kubye 
oryent noble t fyn pat is a fote of lengths t fyve fyngres 32 
large. And whan pei chesen here kyng pei taken him 
pat rubye to beren in his hond And so pei leden him 
rydyngc aH abouten the cytce And fro pens fromward 
pei ben all obeyssant to him. And pat rubye he schall 36 
here aUwey aboute his nekke, For pf he hadde not pat 
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rubye vpon him men woldo not holden him for kyng. 
The grete Cane of Cathay hath gretly coueyted pat 
rubye but ho inyghte neuer han it for werre ne for no 
4 nianer of godes. This kyng is so rightfuH t of equytee 
in his doomes pat men may go sykerlych porghout all his 
contree t bere w»tA him what him list, pat noman schall 
ben hardy to robben him, And jif he were, the kyng 
8 wolde iustifyefn] anon. Fro this loud men gon to anoper 
yle pat is clept Silha t it is well a .Dccc. myles aboute. 
In pat lond is full mochell wast, for it is full of serpentes 
of dragouns t of Cokadrillbs pat noman dar duelle 
12 pere. jpeise Cocodrilles l>en serpentes jalowe t rayed 
abouen t han .iiij. feet t schorte thyes i grete nayles as 
clees or talouns. 1 And pere bon somme pat han .v. fadme 
in lengtho t sumrne of .vj. t of .viij. t of .x. And 
16 whau pei gon be places pat ben grauelly, it someth as 
pough men hadde drawen a gret tree porgh the grauelly 
place. And pere ben also many wylde bestes t namelych 
of Olyfauntbs. In pat yle is a gret mountayne t in 
20 mydd place of the mount is a gret lake in a full faire 
pleyn t pere is gret plentoe of water. And pei of the 
contree seyn pat Adam t Eub wepten vpon pat mount 
an .c. jeer whan pei weren dryuen out of paradys And 
24 pat water pei seyn is of here teres, For so moclie water 
pei wepten pat made the forseyd lake. And in the botme 
of pat lake men fynden many preciows stones t grete 
perles. In pat lake growen many reedes t grete Cannes 
28 And pere witAjnne ben many Cocodrilles t serpentes t 
grete waterleches. And the kyng of pat contree ones 
euery jeer jeueth leve to pore men to gon in to the lake 
to gadre hem precyows stones t perles be weye of almess 
32 for the loue of god pat made Adam. . And all the jeer 
men fynde ynowe. And for the vermyn pat is witAjnne 
pei anoynte here armes t here thyes t leggos with an 
oynement made of a ping pat is clept Lymons pat is a 
36 manere of fruyt lych suiale pesen, And panne haue pei 

1. 8, iustifyed, C. 
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11 fol.83 6] 


Those beasts 
attack no 
strangers. 


Two-headed 
geese and 
white lions. 


The sea 
hangs from 
the clouds. 


Ch.XXIir. 


In Dondyn 
one relative 
eats another. 


[2 fol. 84 a) 

The idols 
are con¬ 
sulted about 
diseases. 
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no drede of no Cocodrillks no of non oper venyiuotts 
vermyn. This water 1 rennetfc flowynge t ebbynge be a 
syde of the mouutayne t in pat ryuer men fynden 
preciowe stones t perles gret plentee. And men of pat 
yle seyn comounly pat the serpentes t the wilde bestes 
of bat contrce ne wil not don non harm no touclien with 

M 

euyH no strange man pat eutreth in to pat contrce, but 
only to men pat ben born of the same contrce. In pat 
contree t opere pero abouten pere ben wylde gees pat ban 
.ij. hedes And pere ben lyouns all white i als gretc as 
oxen t many othere dyuerse bestes t foules also pat be 
not seyn amonges vs. And witetli wel pat in pat contree 12 
t in oper yles pere abouten the see is so high pat it 
semeth as pough it henge at the clowdes t pat it wolde 
coueren all the world; And pat is gret meruaylle pat it 
myghte be so, saf only the will of god, pat the cyr sus-16 
teyncth it. Aud perforo seyth Daaid in the psautere: 

MlRABJLKS ELAC70NE8 MARIS. 


HOW MEN KNOWE N BE THE YDOLE, *IF THE 
SIKE SCHALL DYE OR NON ; OF FOLK OF 
DYUERSE SCHAP AND MERUEYLOUSLY DIS¬ 
FIGURED, AND OF THE MONKES JxAT JEUEN 
HIRE RELEEF TO BABEWYNES, APES t MAR- 
MESETTES t TO 0 ])ER BEST ES. 


F ROM pat yle in goynge be see toward the south is 

anoper gret yle pat is clept Dondun. In pat yle 20 
ben folk of dyuerse kyndes so pat the fader eteth the 
sone, the sone the fader, the husbondo the wif t the wif 
the husbonde. And $if it so befalle pat the fader or 
moder 2 or ony of here frendes ben seke anon the sone 24 
goth to the prest of here lawe t preyeth him to aske the 
ydole $if his fader or moder or frend schaH dye on pat 
euyH or non. And pan the prest t the sone gon togydere 
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before the ydolo t knelen fuH ileuoutly t asken of the 
ydole here demande. And 3 if the deuyH pat is wttAinne 
answore pat lie schaH lyue pei kepen him wel, And jif 
4 lie seye J)ot lie schaH dye pan the prest goth with the 
sone witA the wif of him pat is seek t pei putten here 
hondes vpon his mouth t stoppen his broth t so J>oi sleen 
him. And after pat pei chop pen alt the body in smalo 
8 paces t preyen aH his frendes to comen t eten of him TWnnerai 
pat is ded t J>ei senden for aH the mynstraR of the 
contrce t maken a solempne feste. And whan pei lian 
eten the flesch J>ei taken the bones t buryen hem t 
12 syngen t maken gret nielodye. And alle )>o pat ben of 
liis kyn or preteuden hem to ben his frendes, t pei come 
not to pat feste pei ben repreuod for euere more t schamed 
t maken gret dool, for nouere after schuH |>ei ben liolden 
16 as frendes. And J>oi seyn also pat men eten here flesch 

for to dolyueron hem out of peyne, For $if the wormes of Thohunmn 

m- 1 t* body Mhould 

the crthe eten hem the soulo scholde entire grot peyne as not feed 

• wonna. 

pei seyn t namely whan the flesch is tendre t megre 
20 1 panne seyn here frendes pat pei don gret synne to leten [* foi. 84&| 
hem haue so long langure to suffre so moche peyne 
witAoute resoun. And whan )>ei fynde the flessch fatte 
J>an pei seyn pat it is wel don to senden hem sone to 
24 paradys t pat pei haue not sulfred him to longe t[o] endure 
in peyne. The kyng of this yle is a ful gret lord t a 
myghty t hath vnder him .liiij. greto yles pat ^euen 
tribute to him. And in eueryeh of theise yles is a kyng 
28 crowned t aH ben obeyssant to pat kyng And he hath in 
po yles many dyuerso folk. In on of peise yles ben folk 
of gret stature as geauntes t pei ben hidouse for to loke one-cyci 
vpon t pei ban but on eye t pat is in the rnyddyH of the 
32 front t pei eten no ping but raw flesch t raw fyssch. 

And in anoper yle toward the south duellen folk of foul 


stature t of cursed kynde, pat ban non hedes t liere oyen 
ben in here scholdres And here mouth is croked as an 
36 bore schoo t pat is in the myddes of here brest. And in 


Headlesfi 
men witli 
crooked 
moiitliH; 


1. 24, te, C. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



134 [CH. XXIII. IDOLATRY. TRANSMIGRATION OF SOULS.] 


others with 

mouths 

behind their 

becks. 

Noseless 

men. 


[i fol.85a] 

Feces 
covered by 
the upper 
lip. 


Dwerfg 
that suck 
in food 
through 
pipes. 


Kars lump¬ 
ing down 
t o the 
knees. 

Horse- 
footed 
I people. 

Quadruped 

]>eople. 


Hermnpl.ro- 

dites. 


p 161. 86 6] 


People that 
move on 
their 
knees. 


anoper yle also ben folk pot ban non hedes t here eyen 
t here mouth ben liehynde in here schuldres. And in 
ano per yle ben folk pat hail the face all platt all plcyn 
wttAouten nese t wttAouten mouth, but )>ei han .ij. 8male 4 
holes all roundo in stede of hire eyen t hire mouth is 
platt also witAouten lij»pes. And in ano per yle ben folk 
of foul fasceoun t schapp 1 pat han the lippe aboue the 
mouth so gret pat whan pei slepen in the sonne poi 8 
keueren aH the face with pat lipj>e. And in ano per yle 
per ben lityH folk as dworghes t pei ben to so meche as 
the Pyqmeyes t J>ei han no mouth, but in stede of hire 
mouth poi han a lytyH round hole. And whan J>ei scliuH 12 
eten or drynken )>ei taken J>orgh a pipe or a penne or 
such a J)ing and sowken it in, for pei han no tonge 
i perfore pei speke not, but pei maken a maner of hiss- 
ynge as a nedder doth t pei maken signes on to anoper 16 
as monkes don, be the whiche euery of hem vnderstondoth 
oper. And in anoper yle ben folk pat han grete eres t 
longe, pat hangen doun to here knees. And in anoper 
yle ben folk pat han hors feet t |>ei ben strongo t myghty 20 
and swift reuneres for poi takeu wylde besles with ren- 
nyng t eten hem. And in anoper yle ben folk pat gon 
vpon hire hondes t on hire feet as bestee t |?ei ben aH: 
skynned t fedred t pei wole lepen as lightly into trees t 24 
fro treo to tree as it were squyrelles or apes. And in 
anoper yle ben folk pat ben bothe man t womman t pei 
han kynde of pat on t of pat o per t pei han but o pappe 
on the o syde t on pat oper non And pei han membres 28 
of generacioun of man t womman t poi vsen bothe whan 
hem list ones pat on t anoper tyme pat oper. And pei 
geten 2 children whan J»ei vsen the membre of man t pei 
here children whan pei vsen the membre of womman. 32 
And in anoper yle ben folk pat gon aH weys vpon here 
knees ful meruey[l]Iously ( x ) t at euery pas pot pei gon it 
semeth that pei wolde falle t pei han in euery foot .viij. 
toos. Many oper dyuerse folk of dyuerse natures ben pen3 36 

( 1 ) inerueyslously, C. 
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' in oj>er yles abouten, of the whiche it were to longe to 

tett t perfore I passe ouer schortly. From peise yles in 

passynge be the see occean toward the est be many 

4 iourneyes men fynden a gret contree t a gret kyngdom 

pat men clepen Mangy t pat is in ynde the mofe. And 

it is the beste lond t on the fairest pat may ben in aH 

the world t the most delectable t the most plentifous of 

8 aH godes pat is in power of man. In pat lond dwellen 

many cristeno men t sarrazynes, for it is A gode contree 

* 

i a gret And pere ben jnne mo pan .ij. M. grete cytees 
t riche witAouten oper grete townes. And pere is more 
12 plentee of peple pere pan in ony oper portie of ynde foi 
the bountee of the contree. In pal contree is no nedy man 
ne non pat goth on beggynge. And pei ben fuH fairo 
folk, but J>ei ben aH pale And the men han thynne 
16 berdee t fewe heres, but pei ben longe; But vuetho hath 
ony man passynge .1. heres in his herd t on heer sitt 
here, anoper pere, as the herd of a lyberd or of a catt. 
In pat lond ben many fairere womraen pan in ony oper 
20 contree bejonde the see And perfore 1 men clepen pat lond 
Albanye because pat the folk ben white. And the chief 
cytee of that contree is clept Latoryn t it is a iourneye 
from the see And it is moche more pan Parys. In pat 
24 cytee is a gret ryuere berynge schippes pat gon to alle the 
costee in the see. No cytee of the world is so wel stored 
of schippes as is pat And aH po of the cytee t of the 
contre [worachipen] ( l ) ydoles. In pat contree ben double 
28 sithes more [briddes pan] ben here: Jjere ben white gees 
rede aboute the nekke t pei han a gret crest as a cokkes 
comb vpon hire hedes And pei ben meche more pere pan 
pei ben here t men byen hem pere aH quykk right gret 
32 chepe. And pere is gret plentee of neddres of whom 
men maken grete festes t eten hem at grete sollempnytees, 
And he pot maketh pere a feste, be it neuere so costifous 
t he haue no neddres he hath no thank for his trauayllc. 

( J ) Words between brackets here apd on p. 136 missing becaugo 
the parchment is torq, 
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Priests and 
idols. 


Idols fed on 
smoke, 
priests on 
meat. 

p foL 80 6] 

Woolly 

liens. 


Tame 
animals 
used for 
ilsbing. 


Cassay or 
Hangchow 


ILs lagoon 
mid 12,000 
bridges. 


I* fol. 87 «] 


Many gode cytoes pere ben in pat contree t men ban gret 
plentee t gret chep of all wynes t vitaillcs. In pat 
contree ben manye chirches of religious men i of here 
lawe And in po chirches ben ydoles als grete as geauntes 4 
And to theise ydoles J>ei $euen to ete at grete festyfuH 
dayes in this manere: j>ei bryhgen before hem mete aH 
soden, als hoot as pei comen fro the fuyr t pei leten the 
smoke gon vp towardcs the ydoles And pan pei seyn pat 8 
the ydoles han eten t J>an the religions men eten the 
mete afterwardes. In pat contree 1 ben white hennbs 
witAouten fetheres, but pei beren white wolle as scheep 
don here. In pat contree wommen pat ben vnmaryed 12 
J>ei han tokenes on hire hedes lych coronalos to ben 
knowen for vnmaryed. Also in pat contree per ben 
bestes taught of men to gon into watres into Ryueres -t 
into depe stankes for to take fysch, the whiche best is 16 
but lytiH t men clepen hem loyres. [t whanne] men 
casten hem in to the water, anon [|>ei bringen] gret 
fisshes als manye as men wole. And $if men wil haue 
mo j>ei cast hem in a$en t |>ei bryngen vp als many as 20 
men list to haue. And fro pat cyteo passynge many 
iourneyes is anoper cytee on the grettest of the world 
pat men clepen Cassay pat is to seyno the cytee of 
heuene. pat cyteo is wel a .1. myle abouto t it is 24 
stronglich enhabyted witA peple in so moche pat in on 
hous men maken .x. housholdes. In pat cyteo ben .xij. 
pririoypaH jates and before euery ^ate a .iij. myle or a 
.iiij. myle in lengthe is a gret toun or a gret cytee. pat 28 
cytee sytt vpon a gret lake on the see as doth Venyse. 

And in pat cytee ben mo pan .xij. .M. bridges t vpon 
euery brigge ben stronge toures t gode in the whiche 
duellcn tho wardeynes for to kepen the cytee fro the gret 32 
Cane. And on pat o part of the cytee renneth a gret 
ryuere aH along the cytee And pere duellen cristene men 
t many 2 marcliauntes t oper folk of dyuerse nacyouns 
because pat the lond is so good t so plentyfous. And 36 

11* 17-18, see p. 136, footnote. 
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)>ere groweth fuH goilc wyn pat men clepen Bigon pat is 
fuH inyghty t gentyH in drynkynge. This is a Cytec 
ryaH where the kyng of Mancy was wont to dwell t 
4 J>ere duellon many religious men as it were of the ordre 
of freres, for pei ben mendyfauntes. From pat cytce 
men gon be watre solacynge t disportin[g]e hem till pei 
come to an Abbeye of monkes pat is faste by pat ben 
8 gode religions men after here feyth t la we. In pat 
abbeye is a gret ganlyn t a fair where ben many trees of 
dynerse manere of frutes, And in this gardyn is a lytill 
liiH full of delectable trees; In pat hiH t in pat gardyn 
12 bon many dyuerse bestes, as of Apes, Marmozettes 
Babewynes t many oper dyuerse bestes. And euery day 
whan the Couent of this Abbeye hath eten the Awmener 
let here the releef to the gardyn t he smytoth on the 
16 gardyn $ate with a clykct of syluer pat he holdeth in his 
bond t anon aH the bestes of pe hiH t of dyuerse places 

of the gardyn comen out a .iij. .M. or a .iiij. Mit. t pei 
comen in gyse of pore men And men jeuen hem the releef 
20 in faire vesselles of syluer clene ouergylt. And whan pei 
ban eten the monk smyteth eftsones on the gardyn $ate 
with the clyket t pan anon aH the bestes retornen a$en 
to hore places pat pei come fro. And pei seyn pat theise 
24 bestes ben soules of worthi men pat resemblen in lykness 
of po bestes pat ben faire t perfore [pei $even] ( l ) 1 hem mete 
for the loue of god. And the oper bestes pat ben foule pei 
seyn ben soules of pore men t of rude comouns; t pus 
28 poi beleeucn t noman may putte hem out of pis opynyoun. 
Jjeise bestes aboueseyd pei let taken whan pei ben ^ongo 
t nori88chen hem so with almess als manye as pei may 
fyude. And I asked hem $if it had not ben better to 
32 haue $ouen pat releef to pore men rathere pan to po 
bestes And pei answerde me t seyde pot pei hadde no 
pore man amonges hem in pat contree And pougli it 
had ben so, pat pore men had ben among hem, $it were 
36 it gretter Almess to ^euen it to po soules pat don pere 

(») Missing, MS. 
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Chiton fo or 
Nanking. 


Dalny or 

Yant^ae 

Klang. 


The Pyg- 
mlea' lives 
are as short 
aa their 
bodies. 

[i fol. 88 o] 


They fight 
the cranes. 


Tuey 

despise men 
of normal 
height. 


Normal 
jicople’s 
children 
are born 
as Pygmies 
there. 


here penance. Manye oper meruoylles ben in pat cytee 
t in the contree pere aboute, pat were to long to tell 
jou. Fro pat cytee go men be the contree a .vj. 
iourneye 8 to auoper cytee pat men clepen Chilknfo, of 4 

ti 

the whiche cytee the walles ben .xx. myle aboute. In 
pat cytee ben .lx. briggea of ston so faire pat noman may 
see fairere. In pat cytee was the firste sege of the kyng 
of Mangy for it is a fair cytee \ plentevous of all 8 
godea. Aft er passe men ouerthwart a grot ryuere pat 
men clepen Balay t pat is the grettest ryuere of fressch 
water pat is in the world, For pere as it is most narow 
it is more pan .iiij. myle of bredc. An panne entren 12 
men a$on in to the lond of the grete Chank. pat 
ryuere goth porgh the lond of Pigmans, where pat the 
folk ben of lityH stature pat ben but .iij. span long and 
pei ben right faire t gentyH after here quantytees bothe 16 
1 the men t the wommen. And pei maryen hem whan 
they ben half 3 ore of age t geten children. And pci 
lyuen not but .vi. jeer or .vij. at the moste And lie pat 
lyueth .viij. jeer men holden him pere right passyngc 20 
old. bms® men ben the beste worcheres of gold, syluer, 
coutoun, sylk t of all suche thingea of ony oper pat ben 
in the world, And pei han often tymes werre w»tA the 
bryddea of the contree pat pei taken t eten. J )' 3 lityH 24 
folk riouper labouren in londea ne in vynes but pei 
han grete men amongea hem of oure stature pat tylen 
the lond t labouren amongea tho vynes for hem. And 
of po men of oure stature han pei als grete skorn t 28 
wonder as we wolde liaue among vs of geauntea jif pei 
weren amongea vs. pere is a gode cytee amongea opere 
where pere is dwellynge gret plentee of po lytyH folk 
And it is a gret cytee t a fair t the mon lien grete pat 32 
duellen amongea hem, But whan pei geten ony children 
pei ben as lityH as the Pygmeybs, And perfore pei ben 
aH for tho moste part aH Pygmkybs, for the nature of the 
lond is such. The grete Cane let kepe this cytee fuH 36 
wel, for it is his, And aH be it pat the Pygmkybs ben 
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lytyH 3 it J>ei ben futt resonable after here age t conne 
bothen wytt t godo t malico ynow. Fro pot cytee 
gon men be the contreo be many cytees t many townes 
4 vnto a cytee pot men clepen Ianichay t it is a noble 
'cytee t a riche t of grot profito to the lord. And J>ider 
go men to sechen marchandise of all manere of ping, 
fcot cytee 1 is futt moche worth ^erly to the lord of the 
8 contree, For he hath euery $or to rente of pot cytee as 
pci of .the cyte seyn .1. Mit. Cumantz of floreyns of 
gold. For pei cownten pero att be Cumanz, And euery 

Cumant is .x .M. [floreyns] ( 1 ) of gold. Now may men 
12 wel rokone how moche pot it amounteth. The kyng of 
pot contree is futt myghty t $it he is vnder the grete 
Canb And the grot Cane hath vnder him .xij. suche 
prouynccs. In pot contreo in the gode towns is a godo 
16 custom, For whoso will make a feste to ony of his 
frendes pere ben certeyn jnnes in euery gode town t he 
pot wil make the feste wil sey to the hostellere: Arraye 
for me to morwe a gnde dyner for so many folk t telleth 
20 him the nombre t deuyseth him the viaundes. And he 
soyth also: pus moche I wil dispende t nomore. And 
anon the hostellere armyeth for him so faire t so wel t 
so honestly pot per scliatt lakke no thing. And it schatt 
24 be don sunnere t with lasso cost pan t a man made it 
in his owne hows. And a .v. myle fro pot cytee toward 
the hed of the ryuere of Balay is anoper cytee pat men 
clepen Menkb. In pat cytee is strong navye of schippos 
28 and att ben white as snow of the kynde of the trees 
pot pei ben made offo, And pei ben futt grete schippes 
t faire and wel ordeyned t made with halles t chambres 
t oper eysementes, as pough it were on the loud. Fro 
32 pens go men be many townes t many cytees porgh the 
contree vnto a cytee pot men clepen Lanteryne t it is 
an .viij. iourneyes *fro pe cytee abouoseyd. This cytee 
sitt vpon a faire ryuere gret t brood pot men clepen 
36 Caramaron. This ryuere passeth porgh out Cathay t 

(*) MS., Cnmantz. 


Yangchow. 


[i fol. 88 b] 
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from that 
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it dotfi often fcyme liann t fat full grot Whan it is 
ouer grot 


Cb. xxiv. 


Cathay or 
China. 


Tsining- 

chow. 


Peking. 


The Tiirtar 
City. 


The Palace 
in the 
Forbidden 
City. 

(l fol. 80 LJ 


The Green 
IMl. 


OF THE GRETE CHANE OF CHATAY; OF THE 
RIALTEE OF HIS PALAYS t HOW HE SITT 
AT METE, AND OF THE GRETE NOMBRE OF 
OFFICERES DAT SERUEN HYM. 


C HATAY is a greto con tree t a fair, noble t riche t 

fuH of marchauntes; J>ider gon Marchauudee aH 4 
;eres for to sechen spices t aH inanere of marcliandises 
more comounly fan in ony o per partyc. And $ee schuH 
vnderstondo fat March aui ides pat comen fro Gene or 
fro Veny8E or fro Romanye or o per parties of Lombardye 8 
pei gon bo see t be londo .xj. moncthes or .xij. or more 
samtyme or pei may come to the ylc of Cathay, fat is 
the |>rincypaH regyoun of aH i>artycs be^onde t it is of 
the grete Cane. F 10 Cathay go men toward the est l>e 12 
many iorueyes t fau men fymlen a gode cytee betvvene 
feise of ere pat men clepen Suoarmago. pat cytee is 
on of the bestc stored of sylk t ofer marcliandises pat 
is in the world. After gon men $it to ano per old cytee 16 
toward the est t it is in the prouyncc of Cathay, And 
besyde pat cytee the men of Tartarye han let make 
a notlior cytee fat is clept Caydon t it hath .xij. jates 
And lietwene the .ij. jates fere is aHwoys a gret myle. 20 
So pat the .ij. cytees, fat is to seyne the oldc t the 

newe han in cyrcuyt more fan .xx. myle. In this cytee 
is the sege of the grete Cane in 1 a fuH gret palays t 
the most passyngo fair in aH the world, Gf the whiche 24 
the walles ben in circuyt more fan .ij. myle, And WftAin 
the walles it is aH fuH of ofer palays. And in the gardyn 
of the grete palays fere is a gret hiH vpon the whiche 
is anofer palays And it is the most fair t the most riche 28 
fat ony man may deuyse And aH abonte the palays t the 
hiH ben many trees beryngc many dynerse fnites. And 
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aH aboute pot liill ben dyches grete t depe And besyde 
liew ben • grcto vyueres on pat o port t on pot other 
And pere is a fuH fair brigge to passen ouer the dyches. 

4 And in peiso vyueres ben so many wylde gees t gandres 
t wylde dokes t swannes t lieirouns pot it is wttAouten 
norabre. And aH aboute peise dyches t vyueres is the 
grete gardyn fuH of wylde bestes so pot wlian the gret 
8 Cane wil haue ony dcsport ou per to takeu ony of the The Great 

Can watches 

wylde bestes or of the foulos, he wil lote chace hem the chase 

from his 

t taken hem at the windowes witoouten goyngo out of windows, 
his chambre. This palays where his sego is is bothe 
12 gret t passynge fair And witAin the palays in the halle 
pero ben .xxiiij. pyleres of fyn gold t all the walles ben 
couered wttAjnne of rede skylines of bestes pot men The palace 

walls hung 

clepcn Pantere8, pot ben faire bestes t wel smollyng with 
16 so pot for the swete odour of po skynnes non cuyH ayr sU mo t 
may entro in to the palays. J)o skynnes ben als rede as leather, 
blode t pei schynen so brighte 03011 the sonne pot vnethes 
noman may beholden hem. And many folk 'worschipen I 1 *oi. 90a] 
20 po bestes whan pei meeten hem first at morwe for here 
gret vertue t for the gode smell pot pci hail, i po skynnes 
pei prey sen more pan pough pei were plate of fyn gold. 

And in the myddes of this palays is the mountour for TbeGreat 
24 the grete Cane pot is aH wrought of gold t of precyous montour. 
stones t grete juries. And at .iiij. corneres of the 
mountour ben .iiij. serpentes of gold And aH aboute per is 
ymade large nettes of sylk t gold t grete perles hangynge 
28 aH aboute the mountour. And vnder the mountour ben 

Condytes of beuerage pot pei drynken in the Emperours The con- 

duittt for 

court And besydo }>e condytes ben many vesselles of gold beverage, 
be the whiche pei pot ben of houshold drynken at the 
32 condyt. And the halle of the palays is fuH nobelych The hall 

J and throne. 

arrayed t fuH meruoy[l]leousely a tyred on aH partyes in 
aH tliinges pot men apporayle with ony halle. And first 
at the chief of the halle is the Emperoures throne fuH 
66 high where he sytteth at the mete t pot is of fyn 

1. 33, s corrected to l. Cf. p. 134, 1. 34, and footnote. 
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Tlie 
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[» fol. 00 6] 


The head¬ 
dress <>f 
married 
women. 


The 

Emperor’s 

sons. 


The 

sovereign’s 

table. 


Single 
tables for 
members of 
the court. 


The 

secretaries. 
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precyouse stones bordured ati aboute witA pured gold t 
precyous stones t grete perles, And the grees pat he goth, 
vp to the table ben of precious stones raedled with gold. 
And at the left syde of the Emperoures sege is the sege 4 
of his Arete wif o degree lowere pan the Emperour t it is 
of jaspere bordured with gold t precious stones. And the 
sege of his seconde wif is also anoper [degree] more lowere 
pan his Arete wif t it is also of jaspere bordured witA 8 
gold as pat o per is. And the sege of the thridde wif is 
1 also more lowe be a degree pan the seconde wif. For he 
hath alweys .iij. wifes witA him where pat euere he be t 
after his wyfes on the same syde sytten the ladycs of his 12 
lynage jit lowere after pat )>ei ben of estate. And aH po 
pat ben inaryed hau a countrefete made lyche a majtkjcs 
foot vpon here hedes cubyte long all wrought with grete 
perles fyne t oryent t abouen made witA pecokes fedres 16 
t of oper schynynge fedres t pat stont vpon here hedes 
lyke a crest, in tokene pat pei ben vnder mannes fote t 
vnder subieccioun of man, And pei pat ben vnmaryed 
han none suche. And after at the right syde of the 20 
Emperour Aret sytteth his oldest sone pat schatt regne 
after him; And he sytteth also o degree lowere pan the 
Emperour in suche man ere of seges as don the Emperesses. 
And after him sitten oper grete lordes of his lynage, euery 24 
of hem a degree lowere pan oper, as pei ben of estate. 
And the Emperour hath his table allone be him self pat 
is of gold t of precious stones or of cristaH bordured witA 
gold t full of precious stones or of Amatystes or of 28 
Lignum Aloes pat oometh out of paradys or of Iuory 
bounden t bordured witA gold. And euerych of his 
wyfes hath also hire table be hireself And his eldest sone 
t the oper lordes also t the ladyes t aH pat sitten witA 32 
the Emperour han tables allone be hemself fuH riche. 
And pere nys no table but pat it is worth an huge tresour 
of gode. And vnder the Emperoures table sitten .iiij. 
clerkes pat writen aH pat the Emperour seyth, be it good, 36 

L 7, sege, C. 
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The auto¬ 
matic birds. 


Cleverness 
of the 
Chinese. 


Their boast 
tliat other 
nation 8 are 
blind. 
Christians 
one-eyed, 
end that 
only them-' 
selves use 
both eyes. 


be it euytt. 1 For ati pot he seyth moste ben holden, for l 1 foi. 9ia] 
lie may not chaungen his woord ne revoke it. And [at] (*) 
grete solempne fester before the Emperoures table men 
4 bryngen grete tables of gold t pereon ben Pecokes of gold 
t many oper maner of dyiierse foules ati of gold t richely 
wrought t enameled t men maken hem dauncen and 
syngen clappynge here wenges to gydere t maken gret 
8 noyse t wheper it be by craft or be nygromancye I wot nere, 
but it is a gode sight to beholdo t a fair, And it is gret 
meruayle how it may be. But I haue the lasse meruaylle 
because p at pei ben the moste sotyle men in all sciences t 
12 iu ati craftes pot ben in the world, For of sotyltee t of 
malice t of fer castynge pei x passen ati men vnder heuene. 

And perfore pei soyn hem self pot pei seen wt’tA .ij. eyen 
t the cristene men see but with on be cause pot pei ben 
16 more sotyti pan pei, For ati oper nactouns pei seyn ben 
but blynde in conynge t worchinge in comporisoun to 
hem. I did gret besyness for to haue lerned pot craft 
but the maistre tolde me pat he had made avow to his god 
20 to teche it to no creature but only to his eldeste sone. 

Also aboue the Emperoures table t the opere tables t 
abouen a gret portie in the halle is a vyne made of fyn 
gold t it spredeth ati aboute the hatt t it hath many 
24 clustres of grapes, somme white, somme grene, summe 
.$alowe t somme rede t somme blake, ati of precioos 
stones. The white ben of cristaIjL t of berylle t of 
jris, the ^alowe ben .of topazes, the rode ben of 
28 rubies 2 t of Grenaz t of Alabraundynes, The grene i»f 0 i. »i6j 
ben of Emeraudes of Perydos t of Crisolytes, And the 
blake ben of Onichez t Garantez. And pei ben ati so 
propurlych made pot it semeth a verry vyne berynge 
32 kyndely grapea And before the Emperoures table 
stonden grete lordes t riche barouns t othere pot seruen 
the Emperour at the mete. But noman is so hardy to 
speke a word but $if the Emperour speke to him, But jif 
36 it be Mynstrelles pot syngen songes t tellen gestes or oper 

O Missing, C. 
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of the hall. 
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court. 

[i fol. 92 a] 
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manners 
are vile. 

But the 
sovereign’s 
household 
is splendid. 


desportes to solace with the Emperour. And att the 
vesscH pat men ben serued with in the halle or in 
chambres ben of precious stones And specyally at gretc 
tables, ouper of jaspre or of cristati or of Amatystez or 4 
of fyn gold. And the cuppes ben of Emeraudez t of 
Saphires or of Topazes, of Perydoz and of many oper 
precyouse stones. Vessel! of syluer is pere non, for pei 
teB no prys pere of to make no vessel! offe, But pei 8 
maken perof grecynges t pi lores t pawmentes to halles t 
chambres. And before the halle doro stonden manyo 
barounes t knyghtes clene armed to kepe pat noman 
eutre, but ^if it be the wille or the commandement of the 12 
Emperour or but $if pei ben seruauntes or mynstrati of 
the houshold; And o per non is not so hardy to neighen 
liy the hati dore. And $e schuti vndirstonde pat my 
felawes and I with oure jomen we serueden this 16 
Emperour t weren his Soudyoures .xv. monethes a^enst 
the kyng of Mangy pat held werre a$enst him. And the 
cause was for wee 1 hadden gret lust to see his noblesse t 
the estat of his court * all his gouernance, to wite $if it 20 
were such as we herde seye pat it was. And treuly we 
fond it more noble and more excellent t ricchere t more 
merueyllows pan euer we herde speke offe. In so moche 
pat we wolde neuer ban levod it, had wee not a seen it, 24 
For I trowe pat noman wolde beleve the noblesse, the 
ricchesso ne the mwltytude of folk pat ben in his court, 
but lie had seen it. For it is not pere as it is here, For 
the lordes here ban folk of certeyn nombre als pei may 28 
suffise, But the grete Chane hath euery day folk at his 
costages t expens as witAouten nornbre. But the 
ordynance ne the expenses in mete t drink ne the 
honestee ne the clennesso is not so arrayed pere as it is 32 
here; for att the comouns pere eten witAouten cloth vpon 
here knees t pei eten ati maner of. flessch t lityti of bred, 
And after mete pei wypen here liondes vpon here skyrtes 
t pei eten not but ones a day. But the estat of lordes is 36 
full gret t riche t noble. And all be it pat sum men wil 
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not trow me, but holden it for fable to tellen hew the 
nobless of his persone t of his estate t of his court t of 
the gret multytude of folk pat he holt, natheles I schatl 
4 seye 30U A partye of him t of his folk, after pat I haue 
seen the manere t the ordynance fuH many a tyme. And 
whoso pat wole may leve me $if he wilt, And whoso will 
not may leue also. For I wot wel aif ony man hath No one can 

J J believe It. 

8 ben in po contrees be^onde, pough he haue not ben in the h « 
place 1 where the grete Chane duelleth, he schatt here Pfoi. osm 
speke of him so mecho merueylouse ping, pat he schaH 
not trowo it lightly; And trouly no more did I myself til 
12 I saugh it. And po pat ban ben in po contrees t in the 
gret Canes houshold knowen wel pat I seye soth And 
perfore I will not spare for hem pat knowo not ne beleue 
not but pat pat pei seen for to tell 3011 a partie of him t 
16 of his estate pat he holt whan he goth from contree to 
contrec t whan he maketh solempne feates. 


WHERFORE HE IS CLEPT THE GRETE CHANE; ch. xxv. 
OF THE STYLE OF HIS L^TTRES, AND OF 
THE SUP&RSCRIPC/OUiV ABOWTEN HIS GRETE 
SEAfct t HIS PRYUEE SEALL. 


1 


jlIRST I schaH seye 3011 wlii he was clept the gret Cham, the 


accursed 


JL Chank. 3 oe schuH vndiratondo fat att the world »on of 
20 was destroyed be Noes flood saf only Noe t his wif t his inherited 


children. Noe had .iij. sones Sem, Cham t Iapheth. 
This Cam was ho pat saugh his fadres preuy membres 
naked whan he slepte t scorned hem t sellewed hem with 
24 his fynger to his bretheren in scornynge wise t perfore 
he was cursed of god, And Iapheth turned his face 
awey t couered hem. b e i se .iij. bretheren had cesoun in 
all the lond And this Cham for his cruelteo toke the 
28 gretter t the beste partio toward tho e8t, pat is clept Asye 
And Sem toke Affryk And Iapheth toke Europe, And 
perfore is all tho ertho departed in theise .iij. parties be 
peise .iij. bretheren. Cham was the grettest t the most 

MANDEVILLE. 


Asia. 
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P fol. 98 a] 


The Great 
Can of A*ia 
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after Cham. 


Ritte of the 

Tartar 

people. 

[2 fol. 08 6] 


myghty t of him camen mo generactouns )>an of the 
oper* And of 1 his sone Chubb was engendred Mbmbroth 
the geaunt pat was the firste kyng pat euer was in the 
world t he began the fundactoun of the tour of Baby- 4 
loyne. And pat tyme the fended of helle camen many 
tymes t leyen wttA the wommen of his generactoun t 
engendred on hem dyuerse folk as Monstres t folk dis¬ 
figured, Summe wttAouten hedes, summe witA grete eres, 8 
Bumme wttA on eye, summe geauntes, sum witA hors feet 
\ many o per of dyuerse schapp ajenst kynde. And of 
pat generactoun of Cham ben comen the Paynbmbs \ 
dyuerse folk pat ben in ylos of the see be aH ynde. And 12 
for als moche as lie was the most rayghty t no man 
myghte witAstondo him he cleped himself the sone of 
god t souereyn of aH the world, And for this .Cham this 
Emperour clepeth him Cham t souereyn of aH the world. 16 
t of the generactoun of Sem ben comen the Sarrazines, 
And of the generactoun of Iapheth is comen the peple of 
Israel And [wee]( 1 ) J>ough pat wee duollen in Europe, this 
is the opynyoun pat the Syryenes t the Samaritanes han 20 
amongee hem t pat |>ei told me before pat I wente toward 
ynde, But I fond it operwise. Natheles the sothe is this, 
pat Tartarynes t )>ei pat duellen in the grete Asye J>ei 
camen of Cham, But the Emperour of Chatay clepeth 24 
him not Cham, bu[t] Can 1 1 schaH teH jou how. It is but 

U 

lityH more ]»an .yiij. jeer pat aH Tartarye was in sub- 
iecttoun t in seruage to othere nacyouns abouten, for )>ei 
weren but bestyaH folk t diden noting but kepten bested 28 
t lad hem to pastures. But amongee 2 hem )>ei hadden 
.yy. princyp^l nacyouns pat weren soueraynes of hem 
alle, Of the whiche the firste nacyoun or lynage was clept 
Tartar, And )>at is the most noble t the moste preysed. 32 
The seconde lynage is clept Tanghot, The Jiridde Euraoh, 
The .iiij. Yalair, The .v. Semooh, The .vj. Mengly, The 
.vij. Coboogh. Now befeH it so, pat of the firste lynage 
succeded an old worthi man pat was not riche, pat hadde 36 

( l ) wee, missing in C. 
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to name Changuys. This man lay vpon a night in 

bed, t he sawgh in avisioun pat fere cam before him a 

knyght Armed aH in white t he satt vpon a white hors 

4 t seyde to him: Can, slepest foul the InmortaH god 

hath sent me to pe t it is his wille pat po u go to the 

.vij. lynages t seye to hem fat fou schalt ben here 

Emperonr. For fou schalt conquere the londes t the 

8 contrees pat ben abouten, And fei fat marchen vpon 30 U 

scliuH ben vnder 30 ure subieccioun, as $ee han ben vnder 

hires, for fat is goddee wille InmortaH. And whan he 

cam at morwe Changuys roos t wente to the .vij. lynages 

12 t tolde hem how the white knyght had seyd, And fei 

scorned him t seyden fat he was a fool t so he departed 

fro hem aft aschamed. And the nyght sewynge this 

white knyght cam to the .vij. lynages t commaunded hem 

16 on goddes behalue InmortaH fat fei scholde make this 

Changuys here Emperour t fei scholde ben out of sub- 

ieccioun t fei scholde holden aH ofer regiounes abouto 

hem in here seruage, as fei had bon to hem befom. And 

20 on the morwe 1 fei chosen him to ben here Emperour And 

fei setten him vpon a blak fertre t after fat fei liften 

him vp with gret solempnytee t fei setten him in a 

chayer of gold t diden hym aH maner of reuerence t fei 

24 cleped him Chan, as the white knyght called him. And 

whan he was f us chosen he wolde assayen $if he myghte 

trust in hem or non t whefer fei wolde ben obeyssaut 

to him or non, And fanne ho made many statutes t 

28 ordynances, fat fei clepen ysya Chan. The firste statute 

was fat fei scholde beleeuen t obeyen in god InmortaH 

fat is aHmyghty, fat wolde casten hem out of seruage t 

at aH tymes clepe to him for help in tyme of nede. The 

32 tofer statute was fat aH maner of men fat myghte beren 

armes scholden ben nombred And to euery .x. scholde 

ben a mayster And to euery .c. a mayster And to euery 
* * 

.M. a mayster And to euery .x. M. a mayster. After he 

36 commanded to the princy pales of the .vij. lynages fat 

fei scholde louen t forsaken aH fat fei hadden in godee 
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t heritage t fro J>en 8 forth to holden hem payd of J>at |>at 
ho wolde 3011 c hem of his grace ; And J>ei didon so anon. 
Alter he commaunded to the princypales of the .vij 
lynages )>at euery of hem scholde bryngo his eldest sone 4 
before him t wttA here owne handee smyten of here hedes 
witAouten taryenge; And anon his commandement was 
perfonned. And whan the Chans sagh ]>at ]>ei made 
non obstacle to performen his commandement, panne he 8 
thoughto wel pot he myghte trusten in hem 1 1 com- 
maundod hem anon to make hem redy t to sewon his 
banere. And after this Chans putt in swbieettoun aH 
the londee aboutc him. Afterward it befett vpon a day 12 
pot the Chans rood wttA a fewe meynee for to beholde 
the strengthe of the contree pat he liad wonnen and so 
befett ]>at a grot multytude of his onemyes metten wttA 
him t for to 3 euen gode ensample of hardyness to his 16 
poeple ho was the firsts pat faught t in the myddee of 
his ene[myes] (*) encountred, t pere he was cast from 
his hors t his hors slayn). And whan his folk saugh him 
at the erthe pei weren att abasscht t wenden he had ben 20 
ded t flowen euerychone t hire onemyes after t cbaced 
hem, But pei wiste not pat the Emperour was pere. 
And whan the enemyes weren ferr pursuynge the 
cliace, the Emperour himself .hidde him in a thikke 24 
wode. And whan j>ei weren comen a 3 en fro the chace 
pei wenten t sough ten the wodee ^if ony of hem had 
ben hid in the thikke of the wodes t matiye )>ei 
founden t slowen hem anon. So it happend pat as J>ei 28 
wenten serchinge toward the place pat the Emperour was 
pei saugh an Owls syttyngo vpon a tree abouen hym 
And pan pei Beyden amongee hem pat pere was noman 
because pat pci saugh pat brid pere. And so pei wenten 32 
hire wey t pus escaped the Emperour from deth. And 
panne he wente preuylly att l>o nyghte titt he cam to his 
folk \>at weren futt glad of his comyngc t maden grete 
thankynges to god In mortal! t to pat bryd bo whom 36 
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here lord 1 was saued. And perfore princy pally abouen aH 
foules of po world pei worschipen the Owle And whan 
pei han ony of here fodres pei kepen hem fuH jirecyously 
4 in stede of relykes t ljeren hew Vpon here hedes wttA 
gret reuerence t J>ei holden hew self blessed t saf frow 
aH periles whil pat pei ban hew vpon hew t perfore pei 
beren here fedres vpon here hedes. After aH this the 
8 Chute ordeyned hiw t assembled liis peple t wente vpon 
hew pat hadden assayled hyw before t destroyed hew 
t put hew in subiecctoun t seruage. And whan he had 
wonnen t putt aH the loudes t contrees on this half the 
12 mount Bklyan in subiecctoun, the whyte knyght cam 
to hiw a^eu in his sleep t seyde to hiw: Chan, the 
wille of god InmortaH is pat pou passe the mouut Bklyan 
t )x>u sell alt Wynne the loud t |>ou schalt patten many 
16 nacyouns in subiecctoun. And for pou schalt fynde no 
gode passage for to go toward pat con tree, go [to] the 
mount Bklyan pat is vpon the see t knele pere .ix. tymes 
toward the est in the worscliipe of god InmortaH t he 
20 schal schewe pe weyo to passe by, And the Chane dide so. 
And anon the see pat touched t was fast to the mount 
began to withdraws hiw t schewed fair weye of .ix. fote 
brede large t so he passed with his folk t wan the lond 
24 of Cathay pot is the grettest kyngdom of the world. And 
for the .ix. kuelynges * for the .ix. fote of weye the 
Chane t alle the 2 men of Tartakye han the nombre of 
.ix. in gret reuerence. And jjerfore who pot wolo make 
28 the Chane ony present, be it of hors, bo it of bryddes 
or of Arwes or bowes or of frute or of ony other thing, 
alweys ho most make it of the nombr6 of .ix. And so 
panne ben the presentes of grettcre plesance to hiw t 
32 more bcnygnely ho wil resceyuen hew pan pough ho 
were presented wttA an .C. or .CC. For hym someth the 
nombre of .ix. so holy, be cause the messager of god 
jnmortaH devised it. Also whan the Chane of Cathay 
36 hadde wonnen the contree of Cathay t put iu subiec- 
cioun t vnder fote many contrees abouten he feH seek. 


(1 fol.05 a] 
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wear ita 
feathers. 
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[2 fol. 96 b) 
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[CH. XXV. RISE OF JENGHIZ KHAN.] 


8 


And whan he felte wel \>at he scholde dye, he seyde to 
his .xij. sones pat euerych of hem scholde brynge him 
on of his arewes t so pei diden anon And }>anne he 
commanded )>ot men scholde byndon hem to gedre in 
.iij. places And pan he toke hem to his eldest sone t 
bad him broke hem all togedre; And he enforced him 
witA ail his myght to breken hem, but he ne mygfile not. 
And pan the Chane bad his secondo sone to breke hem 
t so schortly to alio ech after other, but non of hem 
myght breke hem. And pan he bad the congest sone 
disseuere euerych from other t breken euerych be him 
self t so he didc. And pan seyde the Chane to his 12 
eldest sone t to alio the opere: wherforo myght $ee not 
breke hem? Aud pei answereden pat |>ei myght not, be 
cause pat pei weren .bounden togyder. 1 A nd wherfore, 
qwod he, hath joure litytt congest broper broken hem? 16 
Because, qwod pei, pat pei weren departed ech from other, 
t panne seyde the Chane : My sones, qwod ho, treuly 
pw 8 wil it faren bo $ou. For als longo as 300 ben 
bounden togedere in .iij. places pat is to seyno in loue, 20 
in trouthe t in gode accord, noman schaH ben of powere 
to greue $ou. But t ^eo ben disseuerod fro peise .iij. 
places, pat ^oure on lielpe not joure oper, $ee schuH be 
destroyed t brought to nought. Aud $if ech of 3011 loue 24 
other t helpe oper, }ee schuft be lordes t souereynes of 
aH opere. Ahd whan he hadde made bis ordynances he 
dyed. And panne after hym regned Eocheoha Cane liis 
eldest sone, And his othere brethereu wenten to wynnen 28 
hem many contrees t kyngdomes, vnto the lond of 
Pruysso t of Rossye, t made hem to ben cleped Chane 
but pei weren all obeyssant to hire elder brother, And 
perfore was he clept the grete Chane. After Ecchecha 32 
regned Guyo Chane And after him Mango Chan pat 
was a gode cristeno man t baptyzed t $af lettres of per- 
petuell pes to all cristene men t sente his brother halaon 
with gret mwltytude of folk for to wynnen the holy lond 36 
t for to put it in to cristene mennes hondee t for to 
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destroye Machametes lawe t for to take the Calyphee 
of Baldak J>at was Emperour t lord of all the Sarazines. 
And whan this Calyphee was taken, men fownden him 
4 of so high worschipe Jxjt in 1 all the remenant of the world 
ne myghte a man fynde a more reuerent man ne highere 
in worschipe. And )>an halaon made him come before 
him t seyde to liym: Why, quod he, haddestow not 
8 taken vrith )>e mo Sowdyoures t men ynowe for a lytiH 
quantytee of thresour for to defende }>e t thi contree J>ot 
art so habundant of tresore t so high in aH worschipe t 
And the Calyphee answerd him, For he wel trowede 
12 )»at he hadde ynowe of his owne propre men. And ]>an 
seyde halaon: J)° u were as a god of the sarazines t it is 
conuenyent to a god to ete no mete \>at is mortall t per- 
fore )*m schalt not ete but; precyous stones, riche perles 
16 And tresoure Jxit )>ou louest so moche. And pan he 
commanded liim to presoun t all his tresoure aboute him 
t so he dyed for hunger t threst. And ]>an after this, 
Halaon wan aH the lond of promyssioun t putte it. in 
20 to cristene mennes hondee. But the grete Chane his 
broj>er dyede t Jxit was gret sorwe t loss to aH cristene 
men. After Mango Chan regued Cobyla Chan pat was 
also a cristene man t he regnede .xlij. $eere; he founded 
24 the grete cytee of Ijonge in Cathay, pat is a gret del 
more )>an Rome. The tother gret Chane )>at cam after 
him becam a payneme t aH the o)>er after him. The 
kyngdom of Cathay is the grettest Reme of the world 
28 And also the gret Chan is the most myghty Emperour 
of the world t the grettest lord vnder the firmament, t 
so he clepelfc him in his lettres right pus: * Chan pilius 

DEI EXCELSI OMNIUM VNIUER8AM TERRAM COLENCIUA/ SUM- 
32 MU8 IMPEBATOR ET D0M1NUB OMNIUM DOM/NANCIUM. And 
the lettre of his grete seel writen abouten is this : Deus 
in oblo, Chan supkr teeram eius fortitudo omnium 
hominum Impeeatoris sigillum. And the superscrip- 
36 cioun aboute his lityH seel is this: Dei fortitudo 
omnium hominum Imperatori8 sigillum. And aH be it 


P fol. 96 6] 
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asked why 
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warlike 
prepara¬ 
tions. 
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All Tartan 
believe in 
God. 


pat pci be not cristncd, jit natlielcs the Emperour t 
the Taktaryenes beleeuen in god InmortaH. And wlian 
pei wiH manacen ony man, panne pei seyn : God knoweth 
wel pat I schaH do po such a thing, t telleth his 
manace. And pus liaue 300 herd Avhi he is clept the 
grete Chane. 


Oh. XXVI. 


Two 

festival* on 
the Can's 
blrtltday and 
on the 
anniversary 
of his pre¬ 
sentation in 
the temple. 


Two on 
anniver¬ 
saries of the 
idol's en¬ 
thronement 
and first 
miracle. 


[1 fol. 97 6] 


Four 
thousand 
barons rule 
those 
festival*. 


Precious 
cloths ami 
Jewels. 


OF THE G0UA7ZNANCE OF THE GRETE CHANES 
COURT t WHAN HE MAKETtt SOLEMPNE 
FESTES; OF HIS PHILOSOPHRES, AND OF HIS 
ARRAY WHAN HE RIDETH BE )>E CONTRE. 


8 


N OW scliaH I teH 3011 the gouernance of the court of 
the grete Chane whan he iuaketh solempne 
festes, t pot is priiicy^jally .iiij. tymes in the jeer. The 
firete feste is of his byrthe; pat oper is of his presen- 
tactoun in licre temple, pat pei clepen here Moseach, 
where pei makcii a manere of circumcisioun; And the 12 
tother .ij. festes ben of his ydoles. The lirslo feste of the 
ydole is whan lie is lirst put in to hire temple 1 throned. 
The toper feste is whan the ydole begyimeth first to speke 
or to worche myractes. Mo l>en pero not of solempne 16 
festes, but jif lie marye ony of his children. Now vnder- 
stondeth pat at euery of theiso 1 festes he hath gret nmlty- 
tude of peple wel ordey lied and wel arrayed be thousandes, 
be hundredes t be tenthes. And euery man knoweth 20 
wel what seruyse he schaH do, And euery man jeueth so 
gode liede t so gode attendance to his seruyse, )>at noman 

i 

fyndeth 110 defaute. And pere ben first ordeyned .iiij. .M. 
barouncB myghty t riche for to gouerne i to make 24 
ordynance for the feste t for to seruo the Emperour. 
And pcise solempne festes l^en made witAoutcn in hales t 
tentes made of clothes of gold t of tartaries fuH nobely. 
And aH po barouns lmn crounes of gold vpon hire liodes 28 
fuH noble t riche, fuH of jireciows stones and grete perles 
oryent, And pei ben aH clothed in clothes of gold or of 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



[CH. XXVI. SPLENDOUR OP THE CAN’S HOUSEHOLD.] 153 


tartaries or of camokas, so ricliely t so perfytly )>at 
noman in the world can amenden it ne better deviRcn it. 
And all po robes ben orf rayed all abouten t dubbed full 
4 of precious stones t of grote oryent perles fuH ricliely. 
And )>ei may wel do so, for clothes of gold t of sylk ben 
gretter chep pere a gret del pan ben clothes of wolle [liere]. 

And poise .iiij. .M. barouns ben devised in .iiij. companyes 
8 And euery thousand is clothed in clothes all of .0. colour 
And pat so wel arrayed t so ricliely J>at it is merueyle to 
beholde. The firete thousand, pat is of Dukes, of Erles, 
of Marquysc8 t of Amyralles, all clothed in clothes of 
12 gold wit A tysseux of grene silk t bordured wit A gold, fuH 
of preciouse 1 stones, in maner as I liauc seyd before. The 
secounde thousand is aH clothed in clothes dyapred of red 
selk all wrought witA gold t the orfrayes sett fuH of gret 
16 perl and precious stones, fuH nobcly wrought. The .iij. 
thousand is clothed in clothes of silk of purpre or of ynde 
And the .iiij. thousand is in clothes of jalow. And all 
hire clothes ben so nobely t so richely wrought witA 
20 gold t precious stones t riche perles pat 3if a man of this 
contreo hadde but only on of hire robes he rayghte wel 
seye pat he scholde neuere be pore. For the gold t the 
precious stones t the grete oryent jierles lien of gretter 
24 value on this half the see pan pei ben beyond the see in po 
contrees. And whan pei ben pus apporaylled pei gon 
.ij. t .ij. to gedre fuH ordynatly before the Emjierour, witA 
outen speche of ony woord saf only enclynynge to him. 
28 And euerych of hem bereth a tablott of Iaspere or of 
Iuory or of cristaH And the mynstraH goynge before hem 
sownynge here jnstrumontes of dyuerse melodye. And 
whan the firste thousand is pus passed t hath made liis 
32 mostre he witAdraweth him on pat o sydc. And pan 
entreth pat oper seconde thousand t doth right so in the 
same manere of array i contenance as did the tirste t after 
the pridde t pan the fourthe t non of hem seyth not o 
36 word. And at o syde of the Emperours table sitten 

1 1. 6, here, missiug in C. 
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Various 

soothnaven 
with their 
instnunente 

fol. 98 6] 


Thev fix 
the noun 
when the 
court should 
bow to the 
Emperor. 


Symbolical 

gestures. 


[2 fol. 99a] 


Explanation 
of them. 


The bowing 

means 

obedience. 


The finger 
in the ear: 
hear no evil 
design 
without 
reporting it. 


many Philosofbes )wt ben preued for wise men in many 
dyuerse sciences, as of 1 Astronomye, Nigromancye, Geo- 
MANOYE, PlROMANCYK, YDROMANOYE,of AUGURYE t of many 
o per sciences; And euerych of hem han before hem 1 
Astrolabres of gold, sum Speres, summe the Brayn 
paune of a ded man, summe vesseles of gold fuH of 
grauett or solid, Summe vcsselles of gold full of coles 
brennynge, summe vessell of gold full of water t of wyn 8 
t of oylo, And summe Oriloges of gold mad ful nobely t 
richely wrought t many ojier maner of Instrumentes after 
hire sciences. And at certeyn houres whan hem thinketh 
tyme )>ei seyn to certeyn Officeres }jat stonden before hem 12 
ordeynd for tlie tyme to fultille hire commaundementes: 
Maketh pees, And pan seyn the Officeres: Now pees, 
lysteneth. And after pot seyth anoper of the Philoso- 
phres: Euery man do reueronce t enclyne to the Emperour 16 
pat is goddes sone t souerayn lord of aH the world, for 
now is tyme; t panne euery man boweth his hed toward 
the erthe. And panne commandeth the same Philosophre 
a$eu : Stondeth vp, t pei don so. And at another hour 20 
seyth anoper Philosophre: Putteth $oure lititt fynger in 
$oure eres, And anon pei don so. And at another hour 
seyth anoper Philosophre: Putteth $oure bond before 
$oure mowth, And anon pei don so. And at anoper hour 24 
seith anoper Philosophre: Putteth ;oure hond vpon joure 
hede, And pei don so. And after pot he byddeth hem to 
don here hond awey t pei don so. * And so from hour to 
hour pei commanden certeyn thinges, And pei seyn pat 28 
tho thinges lian dyueree significaciouns. And 1 asked 
hem preuyly what po thinges betokened Aud on of the 
maistres told me pat the bowynge of the hed at pat hour 
betokened this : pat aH po pat boweden here hedes scliolden 32 
euere more after ben obeyssant t trewe to the Emperour 
And neuere for jiftes ne for promys in no kyndo to ben 
fal8 ne traytour vnto him for gode nor euytt. And the 
puttyngo of the lityH fynger in the ere betokeneth as pei 36 
seyn, pat none of hem ne schall not here spoke no con- 
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trarions thing to the Emperour, but pat he sch&H tell it 
anon to his conseiH or discouere it to sum man pat will 
make relacioun to the Emperour, pough ho were his fader 
4 or brother or sone. And so forth of aH oper thinges pat is 
don be the Philosophres pei tolde me tho causes of many 
dyuerse thinges. And trusteth right wol in certeyn pat 
noman doth nothing to the Emperour pat belongeth vnto 
8 him, nouper clothinge ne bred ne wyn ne bath ne non 
oper tiling pat longeth to hym, but at certeyn houres pat 
his Philosophres will deuysen. And $if pere falle werre 
in ony syde to the Emperour anon the Philosophres comen 

12 t 8eyn here avys after here calculaciouns t conseyleu the 

0 

Emperour after here avys be here sciences, so pat the 
Emperour doth no thing witAouten here conseill. And 
whau the Philosophres han don t perfourmed here 
16 comandementes, panne the Mynstrait liegynnen to don 
here mynstralcyc euerych in hire Instrumented ech after 
other, w»tA all the melodye pat pei can deuyso. And 
whan pei han don a gode while, on of the Officeres of 
20 the Emperour goth vp on an high stage wrought full 
curyously t cryeth t seyth with lowde voys : Maketh 
pees, And panne euery man is stills. And panne 
anon after aH the lorded pat ben of the Emperoures 
24 lynago nobely arrayed in riche clothes of gold and 
ryally apporayled on white stedes, als man ye as may wel 
sewen hem at pat tyme, ben redy to maken here presented 
to the Emperour. And pan seyth the Sty ward of the 
28 court to the lorded be name: N. of N., t nempneth first 
the moste noble t the worthieste lie name t seyth : Be jee 
redy xrith such a nombre of white hors for to seruo the 
Emperour 30 ure souereyn lord. And to anoper lord he 
32 seyth : N. of N., be $ee redy with such a nombre to serue 
joure souereyn lord. And to a nother right so. And to 
aH the lordes of the Emperoures lynage ech after other 
as pei ben of estate; And whan pei ben alle cleped pei 
36 entren ech after oper t presenten the white hors to the 
Emperour t pan gon hire wey. And pan after aH the 


And so of 
other eigne. 


The 

philoeophere 
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Emperor's 
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and public 
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The barons 
and clergy 
offer jewels. 


[i ful. 100 a] 


The lieests 
are made 
to do 
reverence. 


Enchanters 

make 

sunlight, 

moonlight 

and 

darkness. 


Imaginary 

dances, 


refresh¬ 

ments, 


tourna¬ 

ments 


and hunts. 


[» fol. 1006] 

180,000 

minstrels. 


o )ter barouns euery of hem $euc» him presentes or jueft 
or sum oper ping, after pat pei ben of estate. And pan 
after hem att the prelates of hire lawe t religiouse men 
i o|>er t euery man ^eueth him sum thing. And whan 4 
pat aH men han pt« presented the Emperour, the grettest 
of dignytee of the prelates ^euetfc hem a ble^synge seyenge 
an orisoun of liire lawe. And pan begynnen the Myn- 
streH Ho makon hire mynstralcie in dyuerse Instruments 8 
wttA aH the melodye pat pei can deuyse. And whan pei 
han don hire craft, pan pei bryngen before the Emperour 
lyouns, libardes t oper dyuerse bestes And Eglcs t 
ventours t oper dyuerse foules Aud fissches t serpentes 12 
for to don him reuerenco. And pan couien jooulouus 
aud Enchauntourks, pat don many meruayllcs, For pei 
makon to come in the ayr the soime t the liione be 
seiuynge to euery mannes sight. And after pei inakeii 16 
the nyght so derk pat noiuan may sec no thing, And after 
pei maken the day to come a^en fair t plesant with 
bright sonne to euery mannes sight. And pan pei 
bryngen in daunces of the faireste damyselles of the 20 
world * richest arrayed. And after pei maken to comen 
in oper damyselles, bryngynge coupes of gold fuH of mylk 
of dyuerse bestes t 3 eucn dry like to lordes t to ladyes And 
pan pei make knyghtes to jousten in avmes fuH lustyly t 24 
pei rennen togidre a grot raundoun t pei frussclien togidere 
fuH fiercely t pei breken here spores so rudely pat tho tron- 
cliouns flea in sprote* t peces aH aboute the halle. And 
pan pei make to come in huutyng for the belt t for the 28 
boor, witA lioundes rennynge wttA open mouth. And many 
oper thinges pei don bo craft hire enchauntementes, pat it 
is merueyle for to see. And such plcycs of desport pei 
make til the takyngo vp of tho boordcs. This grot 32 
Chan liath fuH gret peple for to seruen him, as I haue told 
3011 before, For he hath of myn 2 stralles the nombre of 
.xiij. Cumantz but pei abyde not aHweys wttA liym. 
For aH the mynstreH pat comen before liym of what 36 

1 . 7 - 8 , mynatreit, r added above by rubricator. 
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nacyoun pat thci ben of, pei ben witAholden with him as 
of his houshold, t entred in his bokes as for his owne men; 
And after pot, where pot euere pei gon, eueremore pei 
4 cleymen for inynstratt' of the grete Chane, And vnder pot 
tytle alle kynges and lordes cherisschen hem the more with 
$iftes t aH ping; And perfore he hath so gret multytude 
of hem. And ho hath of certeyn men as pough pei were 
8 ^omen pot kepen bryddes as Ostrycches, Gerfacouns, 

SpAREHAUKES, FAUKON8 GENTYL8, LANYERE8, SACRE8, 

sacrkttes, Popyngayes wel spekynge and briddes 
syngynge. And also of wylde bestes, as of Olifauntz 
12 tamo t othere, Babewynes, Apes, Marmesettes t opero 
dyuerse bestes, the mountance of .xv. Cumantz of jomen. 
And of Phisicyens cristene he hath .cc. And of leches 
pot ben cristene he hath .cc. t .x. And of leches t 
16 Phisicyens pot ben sarrazines .xx. But he trustcih 

more in the cristene leches pan in the Sarazines. 
And his oper comoun houshold is witAouten nombre, 
And pei all han aH necessaries t aH pat hem nedeth 
20 of the Emperoures court. And he hath in his 
Court many Baron ns as Seruytoures pot ben cristene t 
conuerted to gode feyth be the prechinge of Religiouse 
cristenmen pot dwellen wttA him; But pere ben man ye 
24 mo pot wil not pot men knowen pot pei ben cristene. This 
Emperour may dispenden als 1 moche as he wile witAouten 
estymacioun, For he not despendeth ne maketh no money 
but of lether cmprinted or of papyre. And of pat moneye 
28 is som of gretter prys t soin of lasse prys, after the dyuers- 
itee of his statutes. And whan pot money hath ronne so 
longe pot it begynneth to waste; pan men beren it to the 
Emperoures tresorye And pan pei taken newe money for 
32 the olde. And pot money goth thorgh out all the contree 
t porgh out all his prouynces, For pere 4 bejonde hem pei 
make no money nouper of gold nor of syluer, And perfore 
he may despende ynow t outrageously. And of gold t 
36 syluer pot men beren in his contree he maketh Cylours, 
Pyleres t Paumentes in his palays t oper dyuerse thinges, 


iso,ooo 

yeomen for 
birds and * 
beasts. 


480 

physicians 
and leeches 


Many 
Christians 
in the 
Household. 


[i fol. 101 a] 


Leather and 

paper 

money. 


Precious 
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600,000 men 
In the ran. 
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more 
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what him lyketh. This Emperour hath in his chainbre 
in on of the pyleres of gold a Rubye t a Charbonolb 
of half a fote long, pat in the nyght ^eueth so gret 
clartee t schynynge, pat it is als light as day; And he 4 
hath many oper precyons stones t many oper Rubyks 
t charbonCLB8, but po ben the grettest t the moste 
precyoit*. This Emperour duelleth in somer in a cytee 
pat is toward the north, ]>ot is cleped Saduz t J>ere is cold 8 
ynow. And in wynter he duelleth in a cytee pat is 
clept Camaalech t pat is an hote contree. But the contree 
where he duelleth in most comounly is in Gaydo or in 
Jong pat is a gode contree t a tempree, after pal the 12 
contree is pere, But to men of this contree it were to 
passyng hoot. And whan this Emperour wiB ryde 
from o contree to another 1 he ordeyneth .iiij. hostes 
of his folk, of the whiche the firste hoost goth before 16 
him a dayes ioumey, For pat hoost schaB ben logged 
the nyght where the Emperour schaB lygge vpon 
the morwe. And pere schaB euery man haue aB 
maner of vytaylle t nocessaryes pat ben nedefuB of the 20 
Emperours costages. And in this firste hoost is the 
nombre of poeple .1. Cumauntz, what of hors what of fote, 

Of the whiche euery Cumantz amownte .x.m. as I haue told 
3011 before. And another hoost goth in the right syde of 24 
the Emperour nygh half a ioumey fro him, And another 
goth on the left syde of him in the same wise. And in 
euery hoost is as moche mnltytude of peple as in the 
firste hoost. And panne after cometh the .iiij. hoost, pat 28 
is moche more pan ony of the opere t pat goth behynden 
him the mountance of a bo we draught. And euery hoost 
hath his iourneyes ordeyned in certeyn places where pei 
schuB be logged at nyght, And fere pei schufi haue aB 32 
pat hem nedeth. And $if it befaB pat ony of the hoost 
dye, anon pei putten another in his place, so pat the 
nombre schaB eueremore ben hool. And $ee schuB vnder- 
stonde pat the Emperour in his propre persone rydeth 36 
not as opere gret lordes don bejonde, but }if him liste to 
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go preuyly with fewe men for to ben vnknowen. And 
eH he rytt in a charefct with .iiij. wholes vpon the whiche 
is made a faire chambre 4 and it is made of a certyn wode 
4 pat cometh out of paradys terrestre, pat men clepen 
Lignum Aloes, pat the flodes of paradys bryngen out at 
dyuerse cesouns, as I haue told 30 U here befom. And this 
chambre is 1 fuH wel smellynge because of the wode pat it 
8 is made offe, And ati this chambre is couered with jnne of 
plate of fyn gold dubbed witA precyous stones 4 grete perles, 
And .iiij. Olifauntz and .iiij. grete destreres ati white 4 
couered with riche couertoures ledynge the chariot. And 
12 .iiij. or .v. or .vj. of the grettest lordes ryden aboute this 
charyot fuH richely arrayed 4 fuH nobely, so pat noman 
schall neyghe the charyot, but only the lordes, but $if 
pat the Emperour calle ony man to him pat him list to 
16 speke with aH. And aboue the chambre of this chariot 
pat the Emperour sitteth jnne ben sett vpon a perche .iiij. 
or .v. or .vj. Gerfacouns, to pat entent pat whan the 
Emperour seeth ony wylde foul pat he may take it at 
20 his owne list 4 haue the desport 4 the pley of the flight, 
First with on 4 after wttA another; And so he taketh his 
desport passynge be the contree. And noman rydeth 
before him of liis companye but alle after him. And 
24 noman dar not come nygh the Chariot by a bowe draught 
but )>o lordes only pat ben aboute him, t att the hoost 
cometh fayrely after him in gret multitude. And also 
such ano per charyot with such hoostes ordeynd t arrayed 
28 gon wttA the Emperesse vpon another syde euerych be 
him self witA .iiij. hoostes right as the Emperour dide, but 
not wttA so gret multytude of peple. And his eldest sone 
goth be ano)>er weye in ano)>er chariot in the same manere, 
32 so pat pere is betwene hem so gret multitude of folk 
J»at it is merueyle to tett it. And noman scholde trowe 
the nombre but he had seen it. And sumtyme it happeth 
pat whan he wil not go fer 4 pat it lyke him to haue the 
36 Emperesse 4 8 his children witA him; Jjan J>ei gon aH 
togydere And here folk ben all medled in fer$ 4 devyded 
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[i fol. 103o] 


The baiting 
places. 


in .iiij. parties only. Ami jce schnH vnderstonde fat the 
Empyre of this gret Chane is deuyded in .xij. prouynces 

i 

And euery prouynce hath mo fan .ij. m. cytees And of 
fcownes wttAouten nombre. This contree is fuH gret, For 4 
it hath .xij. princypaH kynges in .xij. prouynces And 
euery of fo kynges han many kynges vnder hem, t aH fei 
ben obeyssant to the grot Chane. And his lond t his 
lord8chipe duretli so ferr fat a man may not gon from on 8 
lied to anofer, noufer bo see ne londe,. the space of .vij. 
^eer. And forgh the desertes of his lordschipe fere as 
men may fynde no townes, fore ben j lines ordeyned be 
euery iomeye to rosceyue botlie man t hors, in the whiehe 12 
fei schaH fynde plenteo of yytayllo t of aH fing fat hem 
nedeth for to go bo tho contree. And fere is a merueylouse 
custom in fat contree, but it is j>rofitable, fat $if ony 
contrnrious thing fat scholde ben preiudice or greuancc 16 
to tho Emperour in ony kynde, [bo herd in fe contree] (*) 
anon the Emperour hath tydynges fereof t fuH knowleche 
in a day, fough it be .iij. or .iiij. iourneys fro him or 
more. For his ambessedours taken here dromedaries or 20 
hire hors t fei priken in aH fat euere fei may toward on 
of the jnnes. And whan fei comen fere anon fei blowen 
an home, t anon fei of the jn knowen wel ynow fat fere 
ben tydynges to wamen the Emperour of sum rebellyoun 24 
a^enst him. And fanne anon fei maken ofer men redy 
in aH haste fat fei may 1 to beren lettres and pryken in aH 
fat euere fei may, tiH fei come to the ofer jnnes w»tA 
here letires. And fanne fei maken fressch men redy to 28 
pryke forth with the lettres toward the Emperour, whiH 
fat the laste bryngere reste him t hayte his dromedarie 
or his hors, And so fro jn to jn till it come to the 
Emperour. And f us Anon hath he hasty tydynges of 32 
ony thing fat bereth charge be his corrours fat rennen so 
hastyly thorghout aH the contree. And also whan the 
Emperour sendeth his Corrours hastyly forghout his lond, 
euerych of hem hath a large thong fuH of smale belles 36 

f 1 ) Missing in C. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



[CH. XXVI. SPLENDOUR OP THE CAN’S HOUSEHOLD.] 161 


And whan )>ei neyghcn nere to the Innes of oper Corroures, 
pat ben also ordoyned be the iorneyes, )>ei ryngen here 
belles And anon the o per Corrours makon hem redy t 
4 rennen here woye vnto another In t J>us renneth on to 
oj ter full spedyly t swyftly, tiH the Emperours eutent be 
serued in aH liaste. And theise Currours ben clept 
Chydydo after here langage, pat is to seye a messagere. 
8 Also whan the Emperour goth from o contree to another 
as I haue told $ou here before t ho passe }>orgh cytees t 
townes, euery man maketh a fuyr bofore his dore t 
putteth pero jnne pouder of gode gommes pat ben swete 
12 smellynge, for to make gode sauonr to the Emperour. 
And aH the pople kneleth doun a^enst him t don him 
gret reuerenco, And |>ere where religyouse cristeno men 
dwellen, as £oi don in many cytees in the lond, J>ei gon 
16 before him with processioun with cros t holy water t )>ei 
syngon: Vkni cukatou spiiutus wttA an high voys 
gon towardes him. And whan ho liereth hem he 
commaundeth to his lordes to ryde besydo him, )xtt the 
20 Religions men may come to him. And whan )>ei l)en 
nygh him witA the cros, J>anne he doth adown his 
Galaoth )>at syt vpon his hede in manere of a chapelet, 
pat is made of gold t preciouse stones t grete perlos And 
24 it is so ryche pat men preysen it to the value of a 
Roialme in pat contre. And J>an he kneleth to the cros 
And J>an the prelate of the Religiouse men seyth before 
him ccrteyn orisouns t $eueth him a blessynge witA the 
28 cros, And he enclyneth to the blessynge fuH deuoutely. 
And panne the prolate $eueth him sum maner frute to the 
nombre or .ix. in a platere of syluer with pores or Apples 
or oper manere frute, And he taketli on t J>an men 3 euen 
32 to the opere lordes pat her* aboute him. For tho custom 
is such, pat no straungere schaH come bofore him but $if 
he ^eue hym sum mane?-e thing, after the olde la we pat 
seyth : Nemo accedat in conspectu meo vacuus. And 
36 panne the Emperour seyth to tho Religions men pat J)oi 
witAdrawo hem ajen, pat )>ei no be not hurt nc harmed of 

MANDEVILLE. 
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[* fol. 104 b ] 


the gret multytude of hore pat conien bohynde him. Anil 
also in the same mailer don the religious men pat dwellen. 
per e to the Emperesses pat passen by hem And to his 
eldest sone t to cuery of hem }>ei presenten frute. And 4 
$ee schuft vnderstonde )>at the poeple pat he hath so many 
hostes offe abouten hym t aboute his wyfes t his sone )>ei 
dwelle not contynuelly wt'tA him, but aftweys whan him 
lykoth )>ei ben sent 1 fore, And after whan }>ei han don pei 8 
retournen to hire owne housholdes, saf only J>ei pat ben 
dwellynge witA hym in houshold for to seruen him * his 
wyfes t his sones for to gouernen liis houshold. And 
aft be it )>at the othere ben deported fro him after pat J>ei 12 
han perfourmed hire seruyse, $it pere abydeth contynuelly 
witA him in court .1. mift. men at horse And .CC. Mitt, 
men a fote wttAouten mynstrelles t }>o |>ot kepen wylde 
bestee t dyuerso briddes, of J>e whiche I haue tolde $ou 16 
the nombre before. Ynder the firmament is not so gret 
a lord ne so myghty ne so riche as is the grete Chank, 
Nought Prebtre Iohan pat is Emperour of the high 
Ynde ne the Sowdan of Babyloyne ne the Emperour of 20 
Persye. Aft j>eise ne ben not in comparisoun to the grete 
Chane nouJ>er of myght ne of noblesse ne of ryaltee ne of 
ricchesse. For in aft J>eise he passeth aft erthely princes 
Wherfore it is gret harm pat he beleueth not feithfully in 24 
god. And natheles he wil gladly here speke of god And 
he suffreth wel )»at cristono men dweft in his lordschipe t 
pat men of his feith ben made cristene men, }if pei wile, 
porghout aft his contree, For he defemleth noman to 28 
holde no lawe other J>an him lyketh. In pat contree sum 
man hath an .C. wyfes, summe .lx., summe mo, summe 
lesse. And J>ei taken the nexte of hire kyn to hire wyfes, 
saf only J)at )>ei out taken hire modres, hire doughtres t 32 
hire sustres of the moder syde. But hire sustres on the 
fadir syde of another womman ^ei may wel take, And 
hire 2 bretheres wyfes also after here deth And here Step- 
modres also in the same wyse. 36 
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OF THE LA WE t THE CUSTOMS OF THE 
TARTARIENES, DUELLYNGE IN CHATAY, t 
HOW pAT ME N DON WHAN THE EMPEROUR 
SCHAL DYE, t HOW HE SCHAL BE CHOSEN. 

T HE folk of \at contreo vson all longe clothes with- 
outen furroures. And J>oi ben clothed with 
precious clothes of Tartabye t of clothes of gold, 
4 And hero clothes ben slytt at the syde t ]>ei ben festnod 
with laces of silk And |>ei clothen hem also wit h pylches 
t the hyde wttA outen. And ]>ei vsen noujjer cappo no 
hood And in the same maner as the men gon the wommen 
8 gon, so Jxxt noman may vnetho knowe the men fro the 
wommen, saf only J>o wommen )>at ben maryed, \>at beren 
the tokne vpon hire hedes of a mannes foot, in signe )>at 
J>ei ben vnder mannes fote t vnder subiectioun of man. 
12 And hire wyfes no dwell not to gydre, but euery of hem 
be hireself And the husbondo may ligge with whom of 
hem \>at him lyketh. Euerych hath his lious, bothe man 
t womman; And here houses ben made rounde of staves 
16 t it hath a round wyndowo abouen J>ot $eueth hem light 
And also J>ot serueth for delyuerance of smoke. And tlie 
helynge of here houses t the wowos t the dores ben all 
of wode. And whan ]>ei gon to werre Jjei leden hire 
20 houses with hem vpon chariotles as men don tentes or 
pauylliouns. And J>ei maken hire fuyr in the myddes of 
hire houses. And )>ei han gret multytude of all maner 
of bostes, saf only of swyn, for J>ei bryngen non forth. 
24 And they 1 beleeuen wol o god )>at made t formedo aH 
thinges, And natheles 3 ft han }>ci ydoles of gold t syluer 
t of tree t of cloth, And to J»o ydoles }>ei offren aH weys 
hire first mylk of hire bestes t also of hire metes t of 
28 hire drynkes before |»ei eten, And j>ei offren often tymes 
hors t bestes. And )>ei clepen the god of kynde yroga. 
And hire Emperour also what name \at euere he haue 
)>ei putten euermore perto Chane, And when I was J>ere 
32 hire Emperour had to name Thiaut, so J»ot he was clept 
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Thiaut Chane, And his eldosto sonc was clept Tissue And 
whan he seliatt bon Emperour lie schaH ben clept Tkssue 
Ciiane. And at J)at tymo tlio Emperour hadde .xij. sones 
wttAoutcn fo, fat were named Cuncy, Oiidij, Chahaday, 4 
Buuyn, Neou, Nocad, Cadu, Cictkn, Balaoy, Babylan 
i Garegan t of bis .iij. wifea the fireto t the principal! 
fat was Prestre Johnes dough ter hadde to name Seuiocii 
Chan, And the tother Borak Chan t the tofer Karan ke 8 
CnAN. The folk of fat con tree begynnen att liire 
thinges in the newe mono Anti fei worschipcn moche the 
mono t the sonno t often tyme knolen ajonst hem. And 
alle the folk of the controo ryden eomounly witAouten 12 
spores, but fei lxsrcn aH woys a lytilf whippo in hire 
hondcs for to cliacon witA hire hors. And fei ban grot 
conscience t holdon it for a gret synno to castcn a knyf 
in the fuyre t for todrawo (lesch out of a pot witA a knyf 16 
i for to smy(e an hors witA the handitt of a whippe, 1 or 
to sniyte an hors witA a bryditi or to broke o bon witA 
another or for to caste mylk or ony lykour fot men may 
drynke vpon the erthe or for to take t slo lytil children. 20 
And the inoste synne fat ony man may do is to piuseu 
in hire houses fat fei dwellen in And whoso fat may he 
founden wit A fat synno sykorly fei slen hym. And of 
euerych of feise synnos it behoueth hem to ben schryuen 24 
of liire prostes t to paye gret somine of sillier for hire 
penance. And it behoueth also fat the place fat men him 
pissed in be halewcd apm t ollcs dar noman eutrcii feie- 
jnno. And whan fei ban payed hire penance men make. 28 
hem passen forgh a fuyr or }>orgh .ij. for to clcnson Item 
of hire synnes. And also whan ony messangeve cometh 
t bryngeth leMres or ony jiresent to the Emperour it 
behoueth him fat he witA the thing fat ho bryngotli 32 
passe forgh .ij. brennynge fuyres for to purgen hem, fat 
he bryngo no poysoun no venym no no wykked fing fat 


Dctttb 
penalty for 
adultery and 
theft. 


myght be greuance to the lord. And also pf ony man 
or womman be taken in avoutcrye or fornicacioun anon 36 
fei sleen him. And who fat steloth ony thing anon foi 
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slo him. Men of pat coniroo hen all gode arclioros t 
8 chooton right wooft liothe men t wowineu, als wol on 
hoi’s l»ak prikyngc as on fote reuuynge. And the wommen 
4 maken aft pinges t aft inaner mystcres t craftes as of 
clothes, botes i oper thinges t poi dryuon cartes, plowos 
t waynes t cliariottcs. And poi maken liouscs t aft 
inaner mystcres, out taken bowcs t arwcs t Armurcs, 
8 pat men maken. 1 And aft the wommen wcron breech as 
wel :is men. Aft the folk of pat contrco ben futi obeysant 
to hire souereynos no poi fighten not no cliidon not on 
with another. And pcro l>cn nouper tliefes no robboures 
12 in Jiat controo t euery man worscbipcth oper, but noman 
pero doth no rcuerenco to no straungercs, but $if poi ben 
greto princes. And poi eten houndes, lyouns, lybeud ks, 
mares t folks, Assks, \i attics t mees t aft mailer of 
16 licstes, greto t smale, saf only swyn t bastes pat weron 
defended by the olde lawc. And ]>ci eten aft the bastes 
witAouten t witAjnne, witAouton castyngo awoy of ony 
thing saf only the filltic. And pei eten but litift brod, 
20 but it lie in couvtcs of greto Ionics. And pci liaue not 
in many places nouper pesen no Ixuios no non oper i>otages, 
but po broth of the llessc.h. For litift eto pei ony thing 
but flessch t the broth. And whan poi han eten pei 
24 wypen hire bondes vpon hire skirtos, for poi vso non 
naporye no towaylloa, but $if it lie before grcte lordes, 
but the comotin }>eplc bath nono. And whan Jioi ban 
eten pei putten hire disschos vnwasscbcn into the put. 
28 or cawdroun with remonant of the llcssch and of the 
broth, til pei wolo eten a$on. And the riche men 
drynkon mylk of marks or of camaylleh or of 
ah.s'Kh or of oper bos tee. And pci wil bon lightly 
32 drunken of mylk t of another tlrynk pat is inado of 
bony t of water soden togidre, For in |iat eontrec is 
lioupor wyn no ale. J)ei lyucn fuft wrocohedlicli, t 
pei eten but ones in the day t pat but l.ytift, nouther 
36 2 in courtCH no in other places. And in sootli o man 
allono in this con tree wil ole more in a day pan on of 
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hem wil ete in .iij. dayes, And $if ony straungo messager 
come pere to a lord, mon maken him to ete but ones a 
day t pat fuH litiH. And whan pei werren J>oi werren 
fuH wisely t aHweys don here besynes to destroyen hire 4 
enemyes. Euery man )>ere liereth .ij. bowes or .iij. t of arwes 
grete plentee t a gret ax. And the gentyles lian schorte 
speres t large t fuH trencliant on pat o syde, And pei lian 
plates t helmes made of guyrboylle -t hire bore couertoures 8 
of the same. And who so ileeth fro tho bataylle pei slo 
him. And whan pei liolden ony segc abouten casteH or toun 
Jjot is walled t dofensablc pei belioten to hem pat ben 
wttAjnno to don aH the j>rofito and gode, pat it is 12 
nierueylle to here t pei graunten also to hem pat ben 
wttAjnne aH pat pei wiH oskon hem. And after pat pei 
ben golden anon pei sleen horn alle t kutten of hire eres 
t so ween hem in vynegTe t pere of pei maken gret seruyso 16 
for lordes. AH here lust t aH hire ymaginactoun is for 
to putten aH londes vnder hire subiocctoun And pei soyn 
pat pei knowen wel be hire prophecyes pat pei schuH ben 
ouercomen by archieres t be strongthe of hem, but pei 20 
knowe not of what nacioun no of what lawe pei schuH 
ben otfe pat schuH ouercomen hem. And perfore pei 
8uffren pat folk of aH lawes may peysibely dwoHen 
araonges hem. Also whan pei wiH maken hire ydoles 24 
or an ymage of ony of hire frendes for to haue remem¬ 
brance of hym 1 pei maken aH weys tho ymage aH naked 

For pei scyn pat in 

gode loue scholde be no coueryngc, pat man scholdo not 28 
loue for the faire clothingo ne for the riche aray, hut 
only for the body such as god hath made it t for the 
gode vertues pat the body is endowed witA of nature, 
Nought only for fair clothinge pat is not of kyndely 32 
nature. And 309 schuH vuderstonde pat it is gret drede 
for to pursuen the Tartarynes $if pei fioen in bataylle, 
For in fleynge pei schooten behynden hem t sleen bothe 
men t hors. And whan pei wil fighte pei wiH schokken 36 
hem to gidre in a plomp, pat 3if pere ben .xx. Mt. men, 
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men achuH not wenen pot pere bo scant .x. Mill. And 
|>ei cone wel wynnen lond of straungerea but ]>ei cone not 
kepen it, For pei ban gretter lust to lye in tentes w»tA- 
4 outen pan for to lyo in casteH or in townes; And |>ei 
proy8en nothing the wytt of oper naciouns. And amongee 
hem oylo of Olyue is fuH dere, for pei holden it for full 
noble niedicyne. And aH the Tartarienes han sroale eyon 
8 t litill of bcrd t not tliikke he red, but schiere. And pei 
ben false t traytouros And J>ei lasten noght pot J>ei be- 
hoten. )5ei ben fuH harde folk t mocho peyne t wo 
mow suflfren t disese, more pan ony oper folk for J>ei ben 
12 taught perto in hire owne contree of ^outhe; And perfore 
pei spenden as who seyth right nought. And whan ony 
man schaH dye, men setten a spore besydo him And 
whan he draweth to warden the deth euery 1 man fleeth out 
16 of the lions tiH he be ded t after pot pei buryen him in 
the feldes. And whan the Emperour dyeth, men setten 
him in a chayere in myddee the place of his tent And men 
setten a table before him clone couered with a cloth t 
20 )>ere vpon flesch t dyuerse vyaundes And a cuppe fuH of 
mares mylk. And men putten a mare besyde him with 
hire foie t an hors sadeled 4 brydeled t ]>ei leyn vpon 
the hors gold 4 siluer gret quantytee, And pei putten 
24 abouten him gret plentee of stree. And pan men maken 
a gret pytt 4 a large And with the tent 4 aH peise oper 
thingee )>ei putten him in erthe. And pei seyn pot whan 
he schaH come in to anoper world he schaH not ben with- 
28 outen an hows no witAouten hors ne witAouten gold t 
syluer; And the mare schaH 3 euen him mylk t bryngon 
him forth mo hors tiH he be wel stored in the toper 
world. For pei trowen pot after hire deth pei schuH ben 
32 etynge t drynkynge in pot oper world t solacynge hem 
with hire wifes as pei diden here. And after tyme pat 
the Emperour is pus entered noman schaH be so hardy 
to speke of him before his frendes. And $it natheles 
36 somtyme falleth of manye pot tliei maken hem to ben 
entered preuylly be nyghte in wylde places t putten a$en 
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Election of 
new 
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promised to 
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Coronation. 


the grass ou er tlio pytt for to growe, Or ett men coueren 
tlie pytt with grnuett t solid, pat noman schatt perceyue 
where ne knowe where the pytt is, to pat entent pat 
neuer after none of his frondes schuH ban mynde ne 4 
remembrance of him. And panne pei seyn pat he is 
ravissht in to anoper world, where he is a gretter lord 
pan ho was here. 1 And panne after deth of the Em- 
perour the .vij. lynages assemblen liem togidore t chosen 8 
his oldost 8ono or the noxto after him of his blood And 
pus pci soyc to him: Wee wolen t wee preyen t ordeynen 
pat $oo ben ouro lord t oure Emperour. And panne he 
answeroth: 3if 3oe wile pat I regne oner $ou as lord, do 12 
cuerych of $ou pat I schatt commandon him, ouper to 
abyde or to go. And whom so euer pat I commaunde to 
ben slayn, pat anon he be slayn. And pci answeron all 
with o voys: What so euere $oo commanden, it schatt 16 
bo don. J)anne seyth the Emperour: Now vndirstondeth 
wel pat my wooid from liens forth is scharp t bytynge as 
a sword. After rnon setten him vpon a blak stedo t so 
men bryngon him to a chayere fuH ricliely arrayed t pere 20 
pci crownen hym. And panne aH the cytees t gode 
townes senden hym riche presentes, so pat at pat iourneye 
ho schatt haue more pan .lx. clioriottes charged wttA gold 
t syluer, wttAouton jowelles of gold t precyouso stones 24 
pat lordes $ouen him, pat lien wttAouton cstymacioun; 
And wtlAoutcn hois t clothes of gold t of Camakaas t 


tarlaryncs pat ben witAoutcn nombre. 
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OF THE ROIALME OF THARSE t THE LONDJ5S 
t KYNGDOMS TOWARDS THE SEPTENTRI¬ 
ONAL PARTIES IN COMYNGE DOWN FROAf 
THE LOND OF CHATHAY. 


T HIS loud of Cathay is in Asyb tlio dope, And after 
on this half is Asye the more. The kyngdom of 
Cathay marcheth toward tlic west vnto tlio kyngdom of 
4 Tharse the whicho was on of the kyuges J>at cam to 
presente oure lord in Bethleem ; And J>oi pat ben of the 
lynage of pat kyng am sommo cristene. In Thaiise )>ei 
eten no flesch 1 no |>oi drynkon no wyn. And on this 
8 half to ward es the west is the kyngdom of Tuuquesten 
pat strocehoth him toward the west to the kyngdom of 
Persib And toward the Srptentrionah. to tho kyng- 
dom of Chorabme. In tho contro of Turqnestcn bon but 
12 fewe godo cytees But tlio beste cyteo of )»ot lond higlite 
Octorar. J>ero bon grete pasturos but fowo coornos, And 
perforo for tlio mast partie |»oi l>cn aH herdemen And )>ci 
lyjn in tontes t J)oi drynken a maner Ale made of bony. 
16 And after on this half is the kyngdom of Ciiorasmr pat 
is a godo lond t a plontovons, witAouten wyn. And it 
hath a desert toward tho Est pot lastoth more J>an an .c. 
iourneyes. And tho beste cyteo of pat contrce is clopt 
20 Chorasmk And of J>ot cytee bereth tho contrce his name. 
The folk of pat contreo ben hardy werryoures. And on 
J)is half is the kyngdom of Comanye whereof the Comayns 
pat dwelloden in Grecr somtymo woren chaced out. This 
24 is on of tho grettest kyngdomes of the world But it is 
not aH enhabyted, For at on of the parties Jiere is so 
grot cold pat noman may dwoH J>ero And in a nojier 
portic pere is so gret licte pat noman may endure it. 
28 And also ]>ere ben so many flyes pat noman may knowe 
on what syde he may turno him. In pat contreo is but 
lytiH Arberyo no trees Jiot licrcn frute nc opere. pei 
lyjn in tenths And Jn»i brennen tho dong of liostes for 
32 defanto of wodc. This kyngdom descendeth on this half 
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[i fol. 109 a] 
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The Black 
Sea. 

Caucasus. 


!>rliend. 


toward vs t toward Pruyssb t toward Rossyb. And 
porgh pat contree renneth tho Ryuere of Ethibl pat is 
on of the grettest ryueres of tho world And it freseth 
1 so strongly aH jeres pat many tymes men han fougliten 4 
vpon the Ise wttA grete hostcs bothe parties on fote t 
hire hors voyded for the tyme. And, what on horse t 
on fote, mo pan .CC. .Mt. persones on euery syde. And 
betweno pat Ryuere t the grete see Occban pat pei clepen 8 
the see Maurb ly$n aH theise roialmes. And toward 
the hede benetlie in pat roialme is tlic mount Cho[c]az (*) 
pat is the hiest mount of the world, And it is betwene 
the see Maurb t the see Caspy. pere is full streyt t 12 
daungerous passage for to go toward ynde And perfore 
kyng Alisandre leet make pere a strong cytee pat men 
clepen Alizandre for to kepc the contree, pat noman 
scholde passe witfouten his leue, And now men clepen 16 
pat cytee the $ate of hello And the princypalt cytee of 
Comanye is clept Sarak. pat is on of the .iij. weyes 
for to go in to ynde, But he pat weye lie may not passe 
no grot multytude of peple, but $if it be in wynter; And 20 
pat passage men clepen the Derbent. The tother weye 
is for to go fro the cytee of Turquesten be Peesie And 
be pat weye ben manye iourneyes be desert. And the 
pridde weye is pat cometli fro Comanye t pan to go be 24 
the grete see t be the kyngdom of Abchaz. And jee 
scliuH vndirstonde pat all peise kyngdomes t aH peise 
londes abouenseyd vnto Pruysse t to Rossyb ben aH 
obeyssant to the grete Chanr of Cathay t many opere 28 
contrees pat marchen to oper costes; Wherfore his 
powere t his lordschipe is fuH grot t fuH myghty. 


(') Chotaz, C. 
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OF THE EMPMOUR OF PERSYE AND OF ch. xxix. 
THE LOND OF DERKNESSE, 1 AND OF OTHER [Woi.iwbj 
KYNGDOMES pAT BELONGEN TO THE GRETE 
CANE OF CATHAY, AND OTHER LOND ES 
OF HIS, VNTO THE SEE OF GRECE. 


N OW sith I hauc deuysed 30U the louden t the 
kyngdoms toward the parties septe.vtrionales in 
comynge down from the lond of Cathay vnto the londes 
4 of the cristene towurdes Pruysse t Rossye, now schatt I 
deuyse 3011 of oper londes t kyngdomes comynge doun be 
o]>er costes toward the right sydo vnto the see of Greoe 
toward the lond of cristene men. And perfore pat after 
8 ynde t after Cathay tlie Emperour of Peesie is the Persia 

J 1 divided. 

gretteste lord, perfore I schaH teH 3011 of the kyngdom of 
Persie First, where he hath .ij. kyngdomes. The firste 
kyngdom hegynneth toward the est toward the kyngdom Eastern 

Porsin 

12 of Turquesten And it strecheth ( 1 ) toward the west vnto 
the ryuere of Phison pat is on of the .iiij. ryueres pat comen 
out of Paradys. And on anoper syde it streccheth toward 
the Septemtrion vnto the see of Caspye And also toward 
16 the SouTn vnto the desert of ynde. And this contree is 
gode t pleyn t full of peple And pere ben manye gode 
cytees, But the .ij. princypatt cytees l>en peise : Boyturra 
t Seornergant pat summen clepen Sormagant. J)o 
20 tother kyngdom of Peesie streccheth toward the ryuere Western 
of Prison t the parties of the West vnto the kyngdom 
of Mode [And] ( 2 ) the grete Armenye t toward the 
Septemtrion to the see of Caspie t toward the South to 
24 the lond of ynde. ))at is also a gode lond t a plentifous 

and it hath .iij. grete principal! cytees: Nessabor NUUpur, 
Saphon t Sakmassane. And panne after is Armenye 
in the wliiche weren wont to ben.iiij. kyngdomes. Jjat is 
28 a noble cuntree t fuH of godes And 2 it begynneth at t*foi. no] 
Peesie t streccheth toward the west in lengthe vnto 
Turkye And in largeness it dureth [fro] ( 3 ) the cytee of 
(*) strechclieth, C. (*) fro, C. ( 3 ) to, MS. 
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V fol. 1106 ] 

The land of 
darkness. 
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persecutor, 
Shapnr If. 


Alizandra pat now is dept the jato of hollo |>at I spak 
offo bofoni vn[to] ( l ) the kyngdom of Mbde. In this 
Armenye bon full munyo godo cytocs, But Taurizo is 
most of name. After pis is the kynguom of Mede pat is 4 
fuft long but it is not fuH large, pat bogynnctli toward 
the est to tlio loud of Pa/jsie t to ymlo the losso. And 
it strecchotli toward the west toward the kyngdom of 
Oaldbe t toward the septcmtrion descendynge toward tin* ft 
lititi Armenye. In pat kyngdom of Met loo pero ben 
many grcte hilles t litift of ployn ortho. Jjero dwollen 
Sarazincs t anoper maner of folk pat men elopcn Con- 
dynes. The lieBte .ij. eyteos of pat kyngilom l>en S arras 12 
i Karemkn. After pat is tlio kyngdom of George )>at 
licgynnoth toward the est to a gret mountayne pat is dept 
Auzor Whore pat dwellen many dyuerso folk of dyuerse 
nactouns And men elepen the controo Alamo. This 16 
kyngdom strccchcth him towardes Turk ye t to want the 
groto 8co And towaid the South it marclietti to the grate 
Armenye. And pero l>en .ij. kyngdomes in pat coutree. 

J)at on is the kyngdom of Gkorgie t pat oper is the kyng- 20 
dom of Abcaz. Ami attweys in pat conlreo lien .ij. 
kynges t poi ben lxi the cristene, But the kyng of Gkorgie 
is in snbiecctoun of the greto Ohanr Ami the kyng of 
Aroaz bath tho more strong contree. And he aftweys 24 
vigorously defendeth bis contree n^onstaft po patassayllen 
him, so pat lioinnn may make him in subiccctoun to no 
man. In pat kyngilom of Abciiaz is a gret meruayllo, 

For a 1 prouynco of the controo pat hath wel in circuyt 28 
.iij. iorneyes pat men clepon Hauyson is aft couered with 
derkucss witAouten ony brightness or light, so pat nonian 
may see no here no noman dar entron in to hem. And 
natliclos pei of the contree soyn pat somtyme men heren 32 
voys of folk t hois uy$enge t e.okkes crowynge Ami men 
witon wel pat men dwellen pere, but pei know© not what 
men. And pei seyn pat the derkness befeft be my rad o of 
god, For a cursed Kni|»eroiir of Vkiisik pat higtito Saijres 36 

(*) vn«l«r, C. 
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pursucdc all cristene men to dostroye hem t to compeH 
hem to make sacrifisc to his ydoles And rood -with greto 
host in all pat ouer he myghte for to confounde the 
4 eristeno men. And panne in pat contrco dwollcden 
manye godo eristeno men, tho whiche pat laften hire godes 
And woldc ban fled in to Gkbob. And whan poi weren 
in a playn pat high to Meoon And this cursed Emperour 
8 mutt wttA hem witA his boost for to lmuo slayn hem t an 
hewen hem to peecs And anon the cristene men kneloden 
to the groundo t made hire preyeres to god to sokoure 
hem, And anon a gret thikke clowdo cam t couered the 
12 Enqierour t att his boost. And so pei enduren in pat 
manero pat pei no mowo not gon out on no sydo t so 
schutt pei ouermore abyden in pat derknoss till tho day of 
dome bo tho myracle of god. And panne the cristene 
16 men wen ten whore hem lykedo best at hire ownc plesnnce 
wilAouton lettynge of ony creature t hire enemyes en¬ 
closed t confounded in derknoss wttAouten ony strok. 
Wherlbro wo may 1 wel seye witA dauid: A domino 

20 VACTUM EST ISTUD t EST MIRAB/LK IN OOULI8 NOSHUS. Alld 
pat was a gret myracle pat god made for hem. Wherfore 
me thiuketh pat eristono men seholden l»cn more dououte 
to seruen oure l*«rd god pan ony oper men of ony oper 
24 secto, For wttAouten ony <lrede no were cursedness t 
8 ynne of eriston men, pei seholden ben lorde* of all the 
world, For tho buncre of fheeu erist is aHweys displayed 
and redy on all sydes to the help of his trewe louynge 
28 seruawntes, In so mocho pat o godo cristene man in gode 
bcleeve scholde ouercomen t outchacen a .M*. cursed mys 
beleeuynge men, As Darn'd soith in the psautbr/c : Quo- 

NIAM P*R8K<iUEBATUR VS US MILLE t DUO FUGARKNT DBCEM 
32 MILIA. Et CADENT A LATERE TUO MILLE, DECEM MILTA A 

dextri8 tuib. And how pat it myghte be pat on scholde 
chacen a .M*. Dauid him solf seyth folewynge: Quj a manus 
domini fecit HBC OMiViA. And ouro lord him self seyth 
36 be the jirophetes mouth : Si in vijs meis ambulaubritis 

SUPER TRIBULANTE8 VOS MISI88BM MANUJf MBAAf. So pat 


The 

Christians 
were Haved 
from 

tiliauur by 
sudden 
darknosa, 
which has 
since kept 
him 

eurlosod. 


H fol. Ulttl 


If Christians 
would onlv 
be good, the 
Lord would 
make them 
irresistible. 


This is 
proved by 
8cripture. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



174 


[CH. XXIX. PERSIA AND TURKEY.] 


The 

Georgians 

and 

Armenians 

are 

Christians. 


Western 
Christians 
do not take 
the 

sacrament 
often 
enough. 

Turkey, 

Cappadocia, 

Isauriu, 

Phrygia, 

Bithynia. 

[l fol. Ill 6] 
Satalia. 


Mosul. 

Rohais or 
Bdessa. 


we may seen apertely jjot $if wee wil be gode men non 
enemye ne may not enduron a^enst vs. Also $ee schutt 
vndiretonde )>ot out of J»at loud of dorkness goth out 
a gret Ryuere }>ot sclieweth wel J>at )>erc lien folk dwell- 4 
yngc be many redy tokenes, but nonian dar not entre into 
it. And wyteth wel \>a t in the kyngdoms of Georgia, of 
Abohaz t of the lititt Armen ye ben gode crislon men t 
deuoute For |>ei 9chryuen hem t howselen hem ouermore 8 
ones or twyes in the woke And pore ben manye of hem 
j>at howselen hem euery day. And so do wee not on this 
half aH bo it )>at seynt Poul commandeth it scycnge: 
Omnibus diebi/s doamnicis ad coA/AfUNiCANDUAf hortor. 12 
£ei kepen \>at commandement but wee ne kepen it not. 
Also after on this half is Turkik 1 J>at marchcth to the 
grete Armenye And J>ere ben manyo prouynces as Capa- 
doche, Saure, Briqub, Quesiton, Pytan t Gbmbth 16 
And in ouerych of J>eise bon many gode cytecs. ])is 
Turkye streccheth vnto the cytee of Sachala pot sitteth 
vpon the seo of Greoe And so it marcheth to Syrie. 
Syrie is a gret contree t a gode as I haue told $ou before 20 
And also it hath abouen toward yndo the kyngdom of 
Caldee J>at streccheth fro the mountaynes of Calde 
toward the Est vnto the cytee of Nynyuee ]>at sitteth 
vpon the ryuere of Tygre. And in largeness it begynneth 24 
toward the north to the cytee of Maraoa And it 
strecceth toward the South vnto the see Occean. In 
Caldee is a pleyn contree t fewe hilles t fewe ryueres. 
After is the kyngdom of Mbsopotayme J>at begynneth 28 
toward the est to the flom of Tygre vnto a cytee J>at is 
clept Mosbm. And it streccheth toward the west to the 
flom of Eufrate vnto a cytee \>at is clept Roiauz And in 
lengthe it goth [fro] ( 1 )the mount of Armbnye vnlo the 32 
desert of ynde the lesse. J?is is a gode contree t a pleyn 
but it hath fewe ryueres; It hath but .ij. mountaynes in 
)>at contree Of the whiche on highte Symar t J»at o per 
lyson ; And this lond marcheth to the kyngdom of 36 

( l ) to, a 
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Galdce. $it pero is toward the parties Mkridionalks 
many contrcos t many regiouns As the lonil of Ethiope 
pat marchcth toward the est to the greto desertes, toward 
4 the west [to] ( 1 )the kyngdom of Nubyb, toward the South 
to the kyngdom of Moretank And toward the north 
to the rede see. After is Morktane pat dureth fro the 
mountaynes 1 of Ethiope vnto lybio the liijo, And pat 
8 contrec ly^th along fro the see Ocgean toward the South, 
And toward the North it marcheth to Nubye t to the 
high Lybye ; Theise men of Nubye ben cristene; And it 
mnreheth [to] ( a ) the londes aboueseyd to the desertes of 
12 Egypt And pat is the Eoipt pat I hauo spoken of before 
And after Libye the hyo t Lybye the lowe pat dcscendeth 
down lowe toward the grete sec of Spayne, In the whiche 
contree ben many kyngdomes t many ilyuerse folk. Now 
16 I liaue deuysed 30U many contrees on this half the 
kyngdom of Cathay, of the whiche mauye ben obeyssant 
to the grete Chane. 


OF THE CONTREES i YLES pAT BE N BE3ONDE 
THE LOND OF CATHAY t OF THE FRUT&S 
pERE i OF .XXIJ. KYN GES ENCLOSED W/T/ 7 JN 
THE MOUNTAYNES. 


20 TVT OW schaH I seye 30U sewyngly of contrees t yles 
-L 1 pa tben bc^onde the contrees pat I haue spoken 
of. wherfore I seye 3011 , in passynge bo the lond of 
Cathaye toward the high ynde t toward Bacharye, men 
24 passen be a kyngdom pat men clepen Caldilhe, pat is a 
lutt fair contre. And pere groweth a maner of fruyt 
as }K)ugh it weren Gowrdes, And whan pei ben rype men 
kutten hem a to t men fynden wttAjnne a lytyH best in 
28 flesch, in bon t blode, as pough it were a ly till lomb 
witAouten wolle. And men eten bothe the frut t the 
best, And pat is a gret merueylle. Of pat frute I haue 
eten aH pough it were wonderfuH but pat I knowe wel 

i 1 ) t, C. («) fro, C. 
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The barnacle 
goose. 

[ifol.1126] 


Other rare 
plants, . 
apples, 
spices and 
vines. 


Alexander 
tried to 
enclose the 
ten tribes in 
the Scythian 
mountains. 


The God of 
nature 
finished Ids 
work. 


Those Jews 
cannot 
escape by 
water, 
because 
the Caspian 
is a lake. 


[ 2 fol. 113 a] 


pat god is merueyllous in his werkes. And natholes 
I tolde hem of als gret a merueyle to hem pat is u monges 
vs And pat was of the Bernakes. For I tolde hem pat 
in oure contreo weren trees pat baren a frnyt pat becomen 4 
briddes fleeynge. And )>o pat fellen in 1 the water lyue», 
And |>ei pat fallen on the ertho dyen anon; and )?ei ben 
right gode to manues mete. And here of had pei als 
gret roeruaylle pat summe of hem trowed it were an 8 
jnpossiblo thing to be. In pat centre ben longe apples 
of gode sauour, Where of ben mo pan an .C. in a clustre 
t als manye in a noper. And pei han grete longe leves 
t large of .ij. fote long or more And in pat contree t in 12 
oper con trees pere abouten growen many trees pat beren 
clowe gylofres And notemuges t grete notes of ynde i of 
Cankll t of many o per spices. And pere bon vynes 
pat beren so greto grapes pat a strong man scholde haue 16 
ynow to done for to here o clustre w»tA aH the grapes. 

In pat same rogioun ben the mountaynes of Caspyk pat 
men clepen Vbbu in the contree. Betweno po mountaynes 
tho Iewes of .x. lynages ben enclosed pat men clepen 20 
Goth t Magoth And poi mown not gon out on no syde. 
pere weren enclosed .xxij. kynges with hire pople, pat 
dwollcden betwene the mountaynes of Sychye. Jjere 
kyng Alisandre chacedo hem betweuo po mountaynes 24 
And pere he thoughts for to enclose hem porgh werk 
of his men. But whan he saugh pat he myghtc not don 
it ne bryng it to an ende, he preyed to god of nature pat 
he woldo parforme pat pat he had begonne And aH were 28 
it so pat he was a payneme t not worthi to ben herd, jit 
god of his grace closed the mountaynes togydre, so pat 
pei dwellen pere att faste ylokked t enclosed with high 
mountaynes alle aboute, saf only on o syde, And on pat 32 
syde is the see of Caspye. Now may sum men asken: 

Sith pat the see is (*) on pat o syde, Wherfore go pci not 
out on the see syde for to go where pat hem lykethl 
But to this questioun I schal 2 answure : Jjat see of Caspye 36 

( l ) is, repeated, C. 
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esoni 


• Hi* 


goth out be londe vnder the mountaynes t renneth be 
the desert at o syde of the contree t after it streccheth 
vnto the endes of Pejsie And aHpough it be clept a see, 

4 it is no see ne it toucheth to non o per see, But it is a 
lake, the grettest of the world. And pough pei wolden 
putten hem in to pat see, pei ne wysten neuer where pat 
pei scholde orryuen. Aud also ]>ei conen no langage hut Also because 
8 only hire owne bat noman knoweth but pei, And berforo *»o foreign 

1 language. 

mowe pei not gon out. And also $oe schuH vnderstondo 
pat the Iowo8 han no propre lond of hire owne for to 
dwellcn jnne in aH the world, but only pat lond botwene 
12 the mountayne8, And }it pei $elden tribute for pat lond to They 
the queen of Amazoine the whiche bat maketft hem to thaquoenof 

1 r Amazonia. 

lien kept in cloos fuH diligently pat pei schuH not gon 
out on no Ryde but be the cost of hire lond, For hire lond 
16 marchetli to po mountaynes. And often it hath befallen a few have 
pat (*) summe of the Icwes han gon vp the mountaynes 
And avaled down to the valeyes, But gret nombro of folk Bnt the 
no may not do so For the mountaynes ben so hye \ so imprnctic- 
20 streght vp, pat pei moste abyde pere maugree hire myght, jS* 

For pei mowe not gon out but be a litiH issue pat was 
made be strengthe of men; And it lasteth wel a .iiij. 
grete myle. And after is pere $it a lond aH desert, where 
24 men may fynde no water ne for dyggynge ne for non 
other ping, Wherfore men may not dwellen in pat place 
so is it fuH of dragounes, of serpentee t of oper venymoue 
bestes pat noman dar not passe but $if it be bo strong 
28 wynter. And pat streyt passage men cl e pen in pat 
contree Clyron, And pat is the passage pat the queen of 
Amazoine maketh to ben kept. And pogh 1 it happeno pr.»i. ust] 
sum of hem be fortune to gon out, pei conen no maner of 
32 langage but Ebrew, so pat pei can not speke to the 

peple. And jit natheles men soyn pei schuH gon out in the tim« 

. « m a . - of Antichrist 

in tho tymo of Anteorist And pat bei scliutt maken tiiey»haii 

68CftI>6 

gret slaughter of cristono mew, And perfore aH the 
36 lewes pat dwellen in aH londeg lornen aH weys to sjieken 

( J ) f>at, repeated, C. 
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Ebrbw, in hope fat whan the ofer Iewes schuH gon 
out, pat fei may vnderstonden hire speche t to leden 
hew in to cristendom for to destroye tho cristene peple. 

For the Iewes seyn pat fei knowen wel be hire pro- 4 
phecyes )>at fei of Caspye schuH gon out t spreden 
forgh out all the world And fat the cristene men 
BchuH ben vnder hire subiecctoun als longe as fei han 
ben in subiecctoun of hew. And $if pat $ee wil wyte 8 
liow fat fei schuH fynden liire woye, after fat I haue 
a fox shall herd soye I schaH teH $ou. In the tyrae of Antecrist a 
through to fox schaH make fere his trayne t myuen an hole where 
tribes, kyng Alibandrb leet make the ^ates And so longe he 12 

schaH mynen t percen the erthe til fat he schaH passe 
forgh towardes fat folk. And whan fei seen tho fox 
they schuH haue gret merueylle of liiw be cause fat fei 
saugh neuer such a best, For of aH ofere bestes fei han 16 
enclosed amongee hew, saf only the Fox. And fanne 
and they fei schullen chacen hiw t pursuen hiw so stroyte, tiH fat 

shall escape * r ' 

hSnunder come 3arae place fat he cam fro. And fanne 

ground. fei sehnllen dyggen t mynen so strongly, tiH fat fei 20 

fynden the ^ates fat kyng Alisandre loet make of gretc 
stones t passynge huge, wel symented t made stronge for 
the maystrie. And fo 3 ates fei schuH breken t so gon 
out be fyndynge of fat issue. Fro fat lond gon men 24 
[i foi. H4a] to 1 ward the lond of Bacharie, where ben fuH yuele folk 
in Bactria t fuH cruoH. In fat lond ben trees fat beren wolle as 

are cotton 

trees. fogh it were of scheep, where of men maken clothes t 

aH fing fat may ben made of wolle: In fat contrec 28 
Hippopou- ben many Ypotaynes fat dwellen somtyme in the water 

muses. 

t somtyme on the lond And fei ben half man t half hors 
as I haue seyd before, And fei eten men whan fei may 
take hew. And fere ben ryueres t watres fat ben fuH 32 
byttere, free sithes more fan is the water of the see. In 
Griffins. fat contre ben many Griffounes more plentee fan in 

ony other contreo Suwwen seyn fat fei han the body 
vpward as an Egle And benethe as a lyoun And treuly 36 
fei seyn soth fat fei ben of fat schapp. But o 
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GriffouFJ hath the body more gret t is more -strong 
panne .viij. lyouns, of suclie lyouns as ben o this half. 

And more gret t strongere pan an .C. Egles suclie as 
4 we han amongee vs. For o Griffoun pere wil bere one griffin 
fleynge to his nest a gret hors aif he may fynde him at carrying £ 

horse or a 

the poynt or .ij. oxen $oked togidere as )>ei gon at the yoke of 
plowgh. For he hath his talouns so longe t so large 
8 t grete vpon his feet as pough pei weren horn os of grete 
oxen or of bugles or of ky^n, so pot men maken cuppes of 
hem to drynken of. And of hire ribbes and of the 
pennes of hire wenges men maken bowes fuH stronge to 
12 schote v/ith Arwes t quareH. From pens gon men bo 
many iourneyes porgh the lond of Prestre Iohn the grete 
Emperour of ynde, And mon elepen his roialme the yle 
of Pentexoire. 


OF THE RYAfcL ESTATE OF PRESTRE IOHN ch. xxxr. 
* OF A RICHE MA N J?AT MADE A MER*UEYLOUS n«- 
CASTEEL AND CLEPED IT PJRADYS t OF HIS 
SOTYLTEE. 

16 rflHIS Emperour Prestre Iohn holt fuH gret lond And Prester 
JL hath many full noble cytees t gode townes in Empire, 
his Royalme and many grote dyuerso yles t large. For 
all the contree of ynde is deuysed in yles for the grete 
20 flodes pot comen from P^radys pot deporten all the lond 
in many parties. And also in the see he hath fuH manye 
yles. And the beste cytee in the yle of Pentexoire is 
Nyse pot is a full ryaH cytee t a noble and fuH riche 
24 This Prestre Iohn hath vnder him many kynges t many 
yles t many dyuerse folk of dyuerso condicionns And this 
lond is fuH gode t ryche, but not so riche as is the lond 
of the grete Chane. For the marchauntcs comen not 
28 tliider so comounly for to bye marchandises as pei don in 
the lond of the gret Chane, for it is to fer to trauaylle to. 

And on pot other portie, in the yle of Cathay men 
fynden aH maner thing pot is nede to man clothes of 
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gold of silk of spyccryc t aH maner aucre do poys, And 
ferfore, aH be it fat men han gretter chep in the yle of 
Prestre Iohn, nnthclcss men dredon the longe weye -fc the 
grete periles in the see in fo partyes. For in many 4 
places of the see bon grete roches of stones of the 
Adamant, fat of his propre nature draweth iben to liim, 
And ferfore fere passen no schippes fat han oufer bonder 
or nayles of irkn within hem, And $if for do anon the 8 
roches of the Adamantes drawen hem to hem, fat neuer 
fei may go fons. I myself haue seen o forrom in fat see 
as fough it hadde ben a grot yle fuH of trees t buseayHe 
fuH of thomes t brores grot plcnteo, And the schipmen 12 
tolde vs fat aH fat was of schippes pat weren drawen 
thider be the Adamaunt&s for the irbn 1 fat was in hem. 
And of the rotoness t o per thing fat was witAin the 
schippes grewon such buscayllo t thomes t breres t grene 16 
grass t such maner of thing, And of the raastes t the 
seyH ^erdes it semed a grete wode or a grouo. And sucho 
roches ben in many places fere abouten And ferfore dur 
not the marchantee passen fere but pf fei knowon wel 20 
the passages or eH fat fei han gode lodesmen. And also 
fei dreden the longe weye t ferfore thei gon to Cathay 
for it is more nygh. And $it is it not so nygh but fat 
men moste ben trauayllyngo be see t lond .xj. monethes 24 
or .xij. from Gene or from Venyse or he come to Cathay. 
And $it is the lond of Prestre Iohn more ferr be many 
dredfuH iourneyes And the marchantee passen bo the 
kyngdom of Px/mie t gon to a cytee fat is clept Hermes 28 
for Hbrme8 the Philosophke founded it, And after fat 
fei passen an arm of the see t fanne fei gon to another 
cytee fat is clept Golbach t fere fei fynden merchandises t 
of Potengayes as gret plentoe as men fynden here of gees. 32 
And $if fei wil passen ferthere fei may gon sykerly jnow. 

In fat contree is hut lytyH wheto or barly t ferfore fei 
eten Ey^s i hony t my Ik t chese t frute. This 
Emperour Prestre Iohn taketh aHwoys to his wif the 36 
doughter of the grete Chane And the grete Chane also 
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in the same wise the doughter of Presire Iolin, For poise 
.ij. be« the greltcst lorded vndir the firmament. In the 
loud of Prestre Iotin ben many dyuerso th ingee t nianye 
4 jireciowe stones so grete t so large pat men maken of hem 
vesseH As platercs, dissclies t cuppes t many oper 
nieruoylcs ben perc pat it were to coinbrous 1 and to long 
to puttun it in scripture of bokes. But of the principal! 
8 ylos t of his cstato and of his lawe I scliaH tolle 3011 
soiii partyo. This Empmmr Prestre Iolin is cristene 
And a gret partie of his contree also, But pt pei hauo not 
aH the Articles of oure feytli as wee hauen. Jjei beleuen 
12 wej in the fader, in the sono and in the holy gost And pei 
bon fuH deuoute t right trewe on to a nother Aud pei 
8 etto not lie no burettes lie by caw teles ne of no disooytee. 
And he hath vuder him .lxxij. prouynces And in euery 
16 prouynco is a kyng Aud peise kynges hail kynges vnder 
hem, \ nlle ben tributaries to Prestre Iolin. And he 
hath in his lordschipes many grete mcrueyles, For in 
his contree is the see pat men clopou the Urauely see 
20 pat is aH graueH and sond witAoutcn ony droi>e of water. 
And it ebbeth t lloweth in grete wawes as oper sees don. 
And it is ncuer slide ne in [m;s in no maner cesoun And 
noman may passe pat see be nuvyo no be no inuner 
24 of craft t per fore may no man kuowe what loud is 
beyond pat see. And aH be it pat ( l ) it hauo no water 
pt men fynden pere in t on the bankee fuH godo fisscli 
of other maner of kynde t schapp panne men fynden in 
28 ony other see t pei ben of right goode tost t delicyous 
to mannes mete. Ami a .iij. iourneys long fro pat 
see ben grete mountuynes out of the whiclie goth out 
a gret flood pat comcth out of Paradys t it is fuH 
32 of precious stones witAouten ony dropo of water 
t it renneth porgh the desert on pat o syde, so pat it 
inaketh the see grauely And it beroth into pat sec t pero 
it endoth. And pat llomme renneth also .iij. dayes in the 
36 woke t bryngeth wit A him grete stones t the roches 2 also 
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perewitA and pat grot plonteo, And anon as pei beu on li ed 
in to the grauely see pei ben seyn nomorc, but lost for 
eueremore. And in po .iij. dayes pot that ryuerc renneth 
noman dar entren in to it, But in the oper dayes men dur 4 
entren wel ynow. Also bejonde pat flomrne, more 
vpward to the desertes is a grot ployn aH grauelly betwene 
the mountaynes. And in pat playn euery day at the souno 
risynge begynnen to growe smale trees t J>ei growen til 8 
mydday berynge frute. But noman dar taken of pat 
frute for it is a thing of Fayrye. And after Midday pei 
discrecen t entren ajen in to the erthe, so pat at the 
goynge doun of the sonne )>ei apperen no more t so pci 12 
don euery day t pat is a gret wervaylle. In pat desert 
ben many wylde men pat ben hidouso to loken on for pei 
ben homed And pei speken nought but pei gronten as 
pyggee. And pere is also gret plente[e]( 1 ) of wylde hound ee, 16 
And pern ben mauyo Popeqayes pat |>ei clepen Psitakes 
in hire langago And pci speken of hire propre nature t 
saluen men pat gon porgh the desertes t speken to hem 
al8 appertely ns pough it were a man. And poi pat speken 20 
wel han a large tonge t han .v. toos vpon a fote. And 
pere ben also of o per manere, pat han but .iij. toos vpon a 
fote And pei speken not or but litiH for |»oi cone not but 
cryen. This Eraperour Prestre Iohn whan he goth into 24 
batnylle a^enst ony other lord, he hath no baneres born 
before him But he hath .iij. crosses of gold fyn grete t 
hye, full of precious stones. And euery of po cross ben 
sett in a chariot fuH richely arrayed. And for to kepen 28 
euery cros ben ordeyned .x. MiH. 1 men of armes t mo pan 
an .C.M*. men on foto in maner as men woldo kopo a 
stondard in oure contrees Whan J>at wee ben in lond of 
werre. And this nombre of folk is wttAouton tho princy- 32 
paH hoost t witAouton wonges ordeynd for tho bataylle. 
And whan he hath no werre, but rideth with a pryuy 
meynee panne he hath bore before him but o cros of 
tree witAouten peynture t wtlAouten gold or siluer or 36 

( x ) plonteo, C. 
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precious stones in remembrance pat Ihesu crist suffred 
deth vpon a cros of tree. And he hath born before him 
also a plater of gold full of erthe in tokene pat his nobless 
4 t his raygtit t his flessch schaH turnen to erthe. And he 
hath born before him also a vosseH of siluer fuH of noble 
jewelles of gold fuH riche t of precious stones in tokene 
of his lordschipe t of his nobless t of his myght. He 
8 duolleth comounly in the cytee of Suss t pere is his 
principal} palays fiat is so riche t so noble J>at noman wil 
trowe it by estiinacioun but he had seen it. And abouen 
the chief tour of the palays ben .ij. rounde pomeles of 
12 gold And in euerych of hem ben .ij. charboncles grete t 
large pat schynen full brighte vpon the nyght And the 
principal! 3 ates of his palays ben of a precious ston J>at 
men clepen Sardoyne And the bordure t the barres ben 
16 of Iuorye And the wyndowes of the lialles t chambres 
ben of cristaijL And the tables whoreon men eten somme 
ben of Emeraud.es, summe of Amatyst t somme of gold 
full of precious stones And the pileres )>at beren vp the 
20 tables ben of the same precious stones And the degrees to 
gou vp to his throne where he sitteth at ]>e mete on is of 
Oniche, Anojier is of oristah. t ano per of Iaspre grene, 
Ano]>er of amatyst, Ano]>er of Sardynb, Ano}>er of 
24 CoRNBLiNB. And the .vij. pat he sotteth onne his feet 
is of 1 Crisolyte. And att J>eise degrees ben bordured 
with fyn gold with the tothere precyous stones sett wit A 
grete perles oryent. And the sydes of the sege of his 
28 throne ben of Emeaaudes t bordured witA gold full 
nobely And dubbed wit A o per precious stones and grete 
perles. And aH the pileres in his clmmbre ben of fyne 
gold witA precious stones t witA manye Charboncles pat 
32 3 euen gret lygfit vpon the nyght to aH peple. And aH be it 
pat the Charbonole ^eue lyght right ynow, natheles at alle 
tymes brenneth a vessel! of Crista hl fuH of £awme for 
to 3 euen gode smell t odour to the Emperour t to voyden 
36 awey aH wykkede eyres t comipciouns. And the forme 
of his bedd is of fyne sapliires bended witA gold for to 
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make him slopen wol t fco refrpynen liim from lechrye. 
For he wiB not ly$e with his wyfos but .iiij. sithos in the 
3 eer after the .iiij. cesouns, And pot is only for to engendre 
children. He hath also a full fayr palays t a noble at 4 
the cytee of Nyse where pot he duelleth whan him best 

But the Ayr is not so attempree as it is at the 
cytee of Suse. And $ee schuti vnderstonde pot in aB his 
contree ne in the contrees pero aB aboute men eten noght 8 
but ones in the day, but $if pat men maken hem in the 
court of the grete Chane. And so pei eten euery day in 

ti M® 

his court mo panne .xxx. persones, witAouten goeres 

t comeres. But the .xxx. .m.* persones of his contree ne 12 
of the contree of the grete Chane ne spenden nought so 
moche gode as don .xij. .M. 1 of oure contree. This Eraperour 
Prestre Iohn hath eueremore .vij. kynges with him to 
seruen him And pei deporten hire seruice be certeyn 16 
monethes And witA peise kynges seruen aB weys .lxxij. 
Dukes And .ccc. t .lx. Erles. And aB" the dayes of the ^eer 
pere eten 1 in his lioushold t in his Court .xij. Erche- 
bysshoppes t .xx. Bisshoppes. Aud the Patriark of seynt 20 
Thomas is pere as is the Pope here And the Erchebis- 
shoppes t the Bisshoppes t the abbottes in pot contree 
ben alle kynges. And eucrych of peise grete lordes 
knowen vel ynow the Attendance of hire seruyee. The 24 
on is mayster of his lioushold, Anoper is his chambirleyn, 
Auoper serueth him of a dyssch, Anoper of the cuppe, 
Anoper is Styward, Anoper is MareschaB, Anoper is 
Prynce of his Armes; And pus is ho fuB nobely t 28 
ryally serued. And his lond dureth in verry brede .iiij. 
monethes iorneyes And in longtho out of mesure, pot is 
to seyiie AB the yles vnder erthe pot wee supposen to ben 
vnder vs. Besydo the ylo of Pkntexoire pot is the lond 32 
of Prestre Iohn is a gret ylo long t brodo pat men clepen 
Milstorak t it is in the lordschipe of Prestre Iohn. In 
pat ylo is gret plentee of godes. pere was dwellynge 
somtymo a riche man t it is not Jongc sithe t men clept 36 
him Gatiiolonabes t he was fuB of cautcles t of sotyB 
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disceytes. And he hadde a fuR fair casteR t a strong in 
a mountayne, so strong t so noble )>at noman cowde 
devise a fairere ne a strengere. And he had let muren aR 
4 the mountayne aboute v/ith a strong waR t a fair And 
wttAjune J>o walles he had the fairest gardyn )>at ony man Htoguden 
myghte beholde t perein were trees berynge aH maner of 
frutes pat ony man cowde deuyse. And )>crein were 
8 also aR maner vertuous lierbes of gode smeR and 
aR o per herbes also pat l>oren faire tloures. And he 
had also in pat gardyn many faire welles, And beside 
Jkj welles he had lete make faire halles t 1 faire l 1 foi. ii8o| 
12 cliambres depeynted aR with gold t azure. And pero 
weren jn )>at place many a dyuerso thinges And manye 
dyuerse storyes. And of bestes t of bryddes ]>at songen 
fuR delectabely t meveden be craft, pat it semede pat J>ei 
16 weren quyke. And he had also in his gardyn aR maner 
of foules \ of bestes J>at ony man myghte thenke on for 
to liaue pley or desport to l>eholde hem. And ho had 
also in pat place the fairesto damyseles pat myghte ben in* live 
20 founde vnder the age of .xv. ^eer And the faireste $onge 
striplynges pat men myghte gete of pat same age; And 
aR )>ei‘ weren clothed in clothes of gold fuR ricliely And 
he seyde pat J>o weren aungeles. And he had also let 
24 make .iij. welles faire t noble t aR envyround with ston The conduit 

ninning 

of jaspre, of cristaR, dyapred with gold t sett witn wm» niinc, 
precious stones t grete orient perles. Ami he had made honey, 
a conduyt vnder erthe so pat the .iij. welles at his list on 
28 scholde renne my Ik, Ano per wyn t anoj^er hony; And 

pat place he clept poradys. And whan pat ony gode Bold young 
knyght pat was hardy t noble cam to see this rialtee, broughtTn. 
he wolde lede him in to his ^xiradys t schewen him ]>ei8e 
32 wonderfuR thinges to his desj>ort t the merueyllous * 
delicious song of dyuerso briddes t the faire damyseles 
t the faire welles of mylk of wyn t of hony plentcvous 
rennyngc. An«l he wolde let make dyuerso jnstrumentes 
36 of Musik to sownen in an high tour so merily pat it was 
ioyc for to here t noman scholde see the craft Jjere of. 
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And }>o he seyde weren aungeles of god t fat place was 
poradys )>at god had behight to his frendes seyonge : Dabo 

VOB IS TBRftAJI FLUENTBif LACTE t MELLE. And fanne 
wolde he makon hew to drynken of a certeyn drynk 
whereof anon J>ei scholden 1 be dronken And fanne wolde 
hew tliinken gretter delyt fan fei hadden before. And 
fan wolde he seye to hew fat 3 if they wolde dyen for 
hiw t for his loue fat after hire deth fei scliolde come 
to his paradys t fei scholden ben of the age of fo 
damyselles t fei scholdo pleyen witA hew t jit ben 
maydenes. And after fat jit scliolde he putten hew in 
a fayrere paradys, where fat fei scholde see god of 12 
nature visibely in his magesteo and in his blisso. And 
fan wolde he schewo hew his entent And seye hew fat jif 
fei wolde go sle such a lord or such a man fat was his 
enemye or coutrarioos to his list, fat fei scholde not 16 
drede to don it t for to be slayn ferfore hew self, for 
after hire deth he wolde putten hew in to anofer paradys, 
fat was an .C. fold fairere fan ony of tho to there t fere 
scholde fei dwellen -with tho most fairest damyselles fat 20 

9 

myghte bo t pley witA hew eueremore. And fus wenten 
many dyuerso lusty Bacheleres for to ale greto lordes 
in dyuerse contrees fat weren his enemyes i made 
hewself to ben slayn in hope t o haue fat paradys. And 24 
fas often tyine he was revenged of his enemyes be his 
sotyil disceytes t false cawteles. And whan the worth i 
men of the contree hadden i>erceyued this sotyH falshod 
of this Gathoi.onabe8, fei assembled hew wit A force t 28 
assayleden his casteti t slowen hiw t destroyeden all 
the faire places t all tho noblctees of fat paradys. The 
place of the welles t of the walles t of many ofer thingas 
ben jit apertly sene, but the ricchesse is voyded clene; 32 
And it is not longes gon sith fat place was destroyed. 
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OF THE DEUELES HEDE IN THE VALEYE cb. xxxii. 
PERILOUS, AND OF THE CUSTOMS OF FOLK 
IN DYUEESE YLES )>AT BEN ABOUTEN IN 
THE LORDSCHIPE OF PRESTRE IOHN. 


B ESYDE pat yle of Mistonik vpon tho left syde 
nygli to the ryuere of Phison is a merueyloue 
thing. Jjore is 1 a vale betwene tho mountaynes bat TheVaie 
4 durcth nygh a .iiij. mylo And summen clepen it the pf 0 i. noo] 
vale enchaunted, Somme clepen it the vale of deueles 
t somme clepen it pe vale perilous. In pat vale heren 
men often tymo grete tempestes and thondres t grete 
8 murmures t noyses aB dayes t nyghtes And gret noyse 
as it were sown of tabours and of nakeros t of trompes, 
as pough it were of a grot festc. This vale is all fufi 
of deueles t hath ben attwoys. And men seyn pere pat 
12 it is on of tho entrees of hello. In pat vale is gret it i» fun «.r 

3 treasure. 

plentce of gold t syluer, Wlicrfore many mysbeleuynge 
men t manye cristeno men also gon in oftentyme for to 
haue of the thresoure pat pore is, But fowe comon a$cn 
16 t namely of the mysbcleevynge men, no of the cristene 
men nouper, for anon pei ben strangled of deueles. And 
in mydd place of pat vale vnder a roche is an lied t TheDev.rs 

. T . Hoad. 

the visage of a deuyl bodylichc, fuB horrible t dredfuB 
20 to se. And it scheweth not, but the hod to the schuldres, 

But pere is noman in the world so hardy, cristene man 
ne other, but pat he wolde ben adrad for to beholde it 
t pat it wolde semen him to dye for drede, so is it 
24 hidouse for to beholde. For he beholdeth euery man so 
scharply with dredfuB eyen pat ben oueremore mevynge 
t sparklyngo as fuyre t chaungeth t stereth so often 
in dyuersc mauore wttA so horrible contenance, pat noman 
28 dar not neighen towardes him. And fro him cometh out 
smoke t stynkando fuyr t so moche abhomynactoun, pat 
vnethe noman may pere endure. But the godo cristene Good Chris- 
men pat ben stable in the feyth entren weB wttAouten from danger. 
32 perile, For pei wil first schryuen hem t marken hem 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



188 


(t fol. 119b] 


Some of iny 
party a^roed 
to enter. 


Two friars 
roniised to 
oln ua. 


i 


Fourteen 
went in, 
nine came 
back. 


We found 
Hindi 
treasure 
there, but I 
touched 
none of it. 


12 fol. 120a| 


Many dead 
iKKliea lay 
by the way. 


[CH. XXXII. THE VALE PERILOU8. MON8TER8.J 


with the tokene of tlie holy cros, so pat the fciules no 
han 1 no power ouer hem. But att he it pat poi hen 
wttAouten perilo $it nathelos no hen )>ei not witAouten 
drede whan pat poi seen the deuelcs visihely and lxxlyly 4 
att abouto hem, pat niaken futt many dyuersc assautes 
t manaces in oyr t in erthe t agasten horn with strokes 
of thonder hlastes and of tempostes, and the moste drodo 
is. pat god wolo taken vengeance panne of pat pot men 8 
han my8don ajou his wille. And $ce scliutt vndirstoude 
pot whan my felowes and I weren in pat vale wee weren 
in gret thought wheper pat wo dursten putton oure iKulycs 
in aventure to gon in or non, in the protectioun of god. 12 
Aud somme of oure felowes accordeden to outre t sommo 
noght. So pere weren wit A vs .ij. worthi men Frore 
Menoures, pat weren of lombardye pat seyden pat $if 
ony man woldo entren, pci wolde gon in wiih vk. And 10 
whau pei liadden scyd so vpon the gracyows trust of 
god t of hem wee leet synge masse t made euory man 
to ben sehryuen t houseld. And panne wee entreden 
.xiiij. persones, But at oure goyngo out wee weren hut 20 
.ix. Aud so wee wisten neuerc wheper pot oure felowes 
weren lost or ett turned a$en for drede, But wee no saugh 
hem neuer after; And po weren .ij. men of Gkkcis t 
.iij. of Spaynk. And oure oper felowes pat wolden not 24 
gon in witA vs pci wenten by another coste to ben before 
vs t so pei wore. And pas wee passedon pat ]>erilouse 
vale t founden perjnne gold t syluer t precious stones 
t riche jewclles grot plentee, hotho here t pere as vs 28 
seined. But wheper pat it was as vs semede, I wot ncre 
for I touched none, be oauso pat the doueles l>cn so subtylo 
to make a thing to seuie otherwise pan it is for to disccyue 
mankyndo t perfore I towchcd nono And also becauso 32 
pat I wolde not ben put out of my 8 deuocioun, for I was 
more deuout panne pan euero I was beforo or aftor, And 
att for the drodo of fendes pat I saugh in dyuerso figures 
Aud also for the grot multytude of dede bodyes pat I 36 
saugh pere liggynge be the weyo be att the vale as 
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Jjougfi fere had bon a batayllo botwone .ij. kynges 
i the myghtyest of the contree, t fat the gretter partye 
had ben discomfyted t slayn. And I trowe )>at vnetho 
4 soholde ony contree haue so moclio peplo witAin him as 
lay slayn in )>ot vale, as vs thoughte, tlie whicho was an 
hidouse sight to seen. And I meruoylled moche fat fere 
weron so manye t the bodyes all hole wttAouten rotyngo, 
8 But I trowe fat fendee made hem semen to ben so hole 
witAouton rotyngo. But fat myghte not ben to myn 
avys J»ot so manyo scholdo haue ontred so newely no so 
manye newely slayn wttAouten stynkynge t rotyngo. 
12 And manye of horn weren in habito of oristeno men, But 
I trowe wel fat it weren of sucho fat wenten in for 
couotyse of the thresoure fat was fore t hadden ouer- 
mocho feblenosse in the foith, so fat hire herte* ne myghte 
16 not enduren in tho belove for drede; And ferfore weren 
wee the more deuout a grot del. And pt woe weren cast 
doun t betcn down many tymes to tho hard ertho be 
wyndes and thondres t tompestee, But cueromore god of 
20 liis grace halp vs, And so wee passed fat perilowe vale 
wttAouten perilo t wttAouten encombrancc, thanked be aH 
niyghty godd. After this bepmde fat vale is a gret ylo 
Where tho folk bon grote Gbauntes of .xxviij. fote longe 
24 or of .xxx. foto long And fei han no clothinge but of 
skylines of bestee fat |>ei hangcn vpon hem And fci 
eten no breed, But aH raw flesch t foi drynken mylk of 
bostes, for foi han plcntee of aH hostaylle ; And fei haue 
28 none houses to lycn 1 jnne. And |>ei eten more gladly 
manncs flesch fanne ony ofer flesch. In to fat yle dar 
noman gladly entren, Aud pf J>ei seen a schipp t men 
ferojnne, Anon fei entren in to tho see for to take hem. 
32 And men seydon vs )>at in an yle he^onde )>at weren 
Geantes of grettere stature, summo of .xlv. fote or of .1. 
fote long And as sommemen seyn, sumnic of .1. cubytes 
long. But I sagh none of fo, for I haddo no lust to go 
36 to fo parties, because fat noman cometh noufer into }>at 
yle ne into fat ofer, but pf lie be deuoured anon. And 
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8 


among po geauntee ben sclioep als grete as oxen here t pei 
beren gret wolle t rough; Of po schcop I haue seyn many 
tyme8. And men han seen many tymes ]>o Geauntbs 
taken men in the see out of hire schippes t brought© 
hem to londe .ij. in on hond t .ij. in anoJ>er, otynge hem 
goynge ati raw t aH quyk. Anoper ylo is pero toward 
the north in the see Occean, where pat bon fuH crude t 
ful euolo wommen of nature t pei han precious stones in 
hire eyen. And ]>ei ben of pat kynde, pot $if pei beholden 
ony man witA wratthe pci slon him anon wttA the be- 
holdynge, as doth the Basilisk. Anoper ylo is \>ere fuH 
fair t gode t grot t fuH of peple Whore the custom is 12 
such, pot the firste nyght pat pei ben maryed J>ei maken 
anoJ>er man to lye be hire wifes for to haue hire mayden- 
hode, t perfore J>ei taken gTet huyre t gret thank. And 
per ben certeyn men in ouery town pat seruen of non 16 
other thing And pei clepon hem Cadeberiz, pat is to 
seyne: the foies of wanhope. For pei of the contreo 
holden it so gret a thing t so i^erilous for to haue the 
maydenhode of a womman, pat hem someth pat pei pat 20 
hauen first 1 the maydenhode putteth him in auenture of 
his lif. And $if the husbonde fynde his wif mayden that 
oper next nyght after pot sche scholde haue bon leyn by 
of the man pat is assigned perefore, peraunter for dron- 24 
keness or for sum other cause, the husbonde schaH pleyne 
vpon him pat he hath not don his deveer in such crueH 
wise as pough the officere wolde haue slayn him. But 
after the firste nyght pat pci ben leyn by pei kepen hem 28 
so streytely pat pci ben not so hardy to speke with no 
man. And I asked hem the cause whi pat pei helden 
such custom t pei seyden me pat of olde tymemenhadden 
ben dedo for deflouryngc of maydenes pot hadden serpentes 32 
in hire bodyes pat stongen men vpon hire ^erdee, pot 
pei dyedon anon. And perfore pei helden pot custom to 
make oper men ordeynd perfore, to lye be hire wyfes for 
dredc of deth t to assaye the passage be another [rather] ( x ) 36 

(’) rather, missing in C. 
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pan for to putte hem in ]>at auonturo. After pat is 
anoper yle where pat wommen maken gret sorwo whan 
hire children ben ybom And whan |»ei dyen pei maken 
4 gret feste \ gret ioye t reueH t panne pei casten hem into 
a gret fuyr brennynge. And po ]>flt louen wel hire hus- 
bondes, $if hire husbondes ben dede, pei casten hem also 
in the fuyr -with hire children t brennen hem. And J>ei 
8 seyn pat the fuyr scliatt clensen hem of all Althea t of aH 
vices And pei schuH gon pured t clone into anoper world 
to hire husbondee, t pei schull leden hire children witA 
hem. And the cause whi fat pei wepen whan hire chil- 
12 dren ben bom is pis: for whan pei comen into this world, 
J>ei comen to 1 labour, sorwe and heuyness. And whi pei 
maken ioye and gladnosse at hire dyenge is because pat 
as pei seyn panne pei gon to poradys, whore the ryueres 
16 rennen mylk t hony, where pat men seen hem in ioye t in 
habundance of godes, witAouten sorwe t labour. In pat 
yle men maken hire kyng eueremore be electioun And 
pey ne chesen him nought for no noblesse ne for no 
20 ricchess, but such on as is of gode maneres t of gode 
eondiciouns, t perowitAaH rightfuH; And also pat he be 
of gret Age t pat ho haue no children. Ill pat yle men 
ben full rightfuH and pei don rightfuH Iuggementes in 
24 cuery cause, bothe of riche t pore, smale and grete, after 
the quantytee of the trespas pat is mysdon. And the kyng 
may nought dome noman to deth witAouten assent of his 
barouns t operwyse men of conseiH t pat aH the court 
28 acorde perto. And $if the kyng himself do ony homy- 
Cydio or ony crymo, as to sle a man or ony such cas, 
he schaH dye perefore, but he schaH not be slayn as 
another man, But men schuH defende in peyne of deth 
32 pat noman be so hardy to make him companye, ne to 
speke witA hym, ne pat noman ^eue him ne selle him ne 
serue him nouther of mete ne of drynk; And so schaH 
he dye in myschef. Jjei spare noman pat hath trespaced 
36 nouper for loue ne for fauour ne for ricchess ne for 
nobleSs, but pat he schaH haue after pat ho hath don. 


Birth causes 
mourning, 
death raises 

Joy. 


Suttee: fire 
purifies. 


This world 
is full of 
sorrows. 

[i fol. 121 b] 


Kings arc 
elected. 


Old and 
childless 
men only 
become 
kings. 


Criminal 

kings 

boycotted. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



192 


[CH. XXXII. THE VALE PERILOUS. MONSTERS.] 


Hare* and 

K Itry 
taapeta, 
not to be 
eaten. 


[1 fol. 121 a] 

Community 
of wives. 


ChiMren are 
fathered on 
anybody. 


Crocodiles. 


How cotton 
grown. 


Worn! that 
burns a 
vear; incom¬ 
bustible and 
ban! woods. 


The giraffe. 


Bejondo pat ylo is another ylo where is grot multytudo of 
folk t ]>oi wolo not for noting eten flosch of hares ne of 
hennes ne of gees; And }it pei bryngen forth ynowe for 
to seen hem t to beholden hem only. But )>ei eten 4 
flessch of aH oj>er bestes t drynken mylk. In pat contreo 
pei 1 taken hire doughtres t hire sustres to here wyfes t 
hire opere kynnesworpmen, And $if pero ben .x. men or 
.xij. men or mo dwellynge in an hows, the wif of oueryoh 8 
of hem schaH hen comoun to hem alio pat duellcn in pat 
hows, So pat euery man may liggen witA whom ho wolo 
of hem on o nyght t witA another Another nyght. And 
$if scho haue ony child scho may $euo it to what man 12 
pat ache list pat hath companycd witA hire, so pat noman 
knoweth pere Wheper the child be his or anoperes. And $if 
ony man seye to hem pat poi norisschen op er mennos 
children, pei answeren pat so don oper men hires. In 16 
pat contre t be aH yndo l)en gret plentee of Cokodrilles, 
pat is a maner of a long serpent as I haue seyd before. 
And in the nyght pei dwellon in the water t on the day 
vpon the lond in roches t in Caubs. And pei eto no 20 
mote in aH the wynter, but poi ly$n as in a drera, as 
don the serpentes. Jjoise serpentes slen men t pei eten 
hem wepynge. And whan pei eten pei meven the ouer- 
jowo t nought the nether iowe t pei haue no tonge. In 24 
pat contree i in many opere bo$onde pat t also in manye 
on this half, mon putten in werko the sede of cotoun 
And pci sowen it cuery }eor t pan groweth it in smalo 
trees pat l>cren cotoun. And so don men euery $ere, so 28 
pat pere is plentee of cotoun at aH tymes. Item in this 
ylo t in many opere pere is a maner of wode hard t 
strong, Whoso couereth the coles of pat wode vnder the 
assches pereoffe. the coles wil duellcn t abyden aH qnyk 32 
a jere or more. And pat tro hath many leves as the 
Gynypre hath, t }>ere l»en also many trees pat of nature 
pei wolo neuer brenne ne rote in no manere. And pero 
ben note trees pat beren notes als grete as a mannes hod. 36 
)>ero also be many bestes pat l>en clept Orakles, In 
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Arabye )>ei ben clept Gerfauntz, 1 pat is a best pomelee or [i f 0 i. 1226 ] 
spotted, pat [is] ( ] ) but a lityH more high fan is a stede, But 

ti 

he hath the necke a .xx. cuhytes long, And his croupe t 
4 his tayl is as of an hert And he may loken ouer a gret 
high hous. And pere ben also in pat contree manye 
Camles, pat is a lytiH best as a Goot pat is wylde t he The 

chanmelcon. 

lyueth l>e the eyr and cteth nought ne drynketh nought 
8 at no tyme. And he chaungeth his colour oftcntyme, 

For men seen him often sithes now in o colour t now 


in anoper colour, And he may chaunge him in to aH 
maner coloures pat him list, saf only in to red t white. 

12 J)ere ben also in pat contree passynge grete serpentes, 

XX 

Sumine of .vj. fote long t pei ben of dyuerse coloures as Many- 

0 9 . coloured 

rayed rede, greno t jalowe, blewe t blako t aH spekelede. snakes, 
t pere ben open* pat ban crcstes vpou hire hedes t pei gon 
16 [vpon] ( 2 ) hire feet vpright And pei ben wel a .iiij. fudme 
gret or more. And pci duellen aHwey in roehes or in 
mountaynes ( 3 ) And pei ban aHwey the throte open, of 
whens pei droppen venym aHweys. And pere ben also 
20 wylde swyn of many coloures als grete as ben oxen in Bon™, 
oure contree t pei ben aH spotted as ben $ongc fownes. lions. 

And pere ben also vrciiounes als grete as wylde swyn 
hero, Wee clepen hem Poroz de spyne. And pere ben 
24 lyouns aH white gret t myghty. And pere ben also of 
oper bestes als grete t more gretter pan is a destrere, 

And men clepon hem Loerancz And surnmen clepen hem 
Odknthos And pei ban a blak bed t .iij. longc homes Odonto- 

tymnmiH. 

28 trenchant in the front scharpe as a sword t the body is 
sclondre; And he is a fuH felonous best And he chaceth 
t sleeth the 2 Olifant. ficre ben also manye oper bestes pfoi. 123a] 
fuH wykked t crueH pat ben not mocheles more pan a Nan-eieB* 

1UOU8 tors 

32 here And pei ban the hede lych a Boiie t pei ban .vj. 
foot And on cuery foote .ij. largo clawcs trenchant And 
the body is lych a Bere, t the tayl as a lyoun. And 
pere ben also myse als grete its houndes t jalowe m} f se 
36 als grete as rabenes. And pere ben Gees aH rede pro 

(*) is, mi.-vsing, C. (-) vpo, C. ( 3 ) mount taynes, C. 


MANDEVILLE. 
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sithes more gret pan oure bore t pei ban the bed, tlie 
necke t the breat aH blak. And many oper dyuerse 
bestes ben in po contrecs t eR where pere abouten t. 
manye dyuerse briddes also, of the whiche it were to longe 4 
f( r to tcH jou 1 per fore I passe ouer at this tyme. 


ch. xxxiii. OF THE GODENESS OF THE FOLK OF THE 

YLE OF BRAGMAN; OF KYNG ALTSANDRE, 
AND WIIERFORE THE EMPEROUIi OF YNDE 
IS CLEPT PRRSTRE 10 HN. 
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A NI) bejonde pat yle is anoper ylo grot t gode and 
plentifous where pat ben gode folk t trewo and 
of gode lyuyngo afler liiro belevc and of gode fey Lb. 8 
And aH bo it pat pei lien not cristned 11 c lmue no j>erfyt 
lawe, $it natbelos of kyndely la wo pci l>en fuH of nH 
vertue t J»oi esc he wen aH vices 1 aH malices t aH synnes. 
For pei ben not proudo no couevtous no envyons ne 12 
wratbfuH no glotouns ne leccherous Ne ]>ei don to no 
man oper wiso pan pei woldc pot oper men diden to hem. 
And in this poynt pei fuHlillcn the .x. eommandementes 
of god, Ami pf no chargo of aveer 11 c of ricchcss And pei 16 
lye not no pei swore not for non occasioun, but pei seyn 
symply $e and nay, For pei seyn bo pat sweretb wil 
disceyue bis noygbboro; And perfore aH pat pei don pei 
don it wttAouten oth. And men clepon pat yle the yle 20 
of Bragman, And somme men clepen it the lond of feyth. 

1 And porgb pat lond renneth a grot ryuere pat is clept 
Tiiebe. And in generaH aH the men of po yles t of aH 
the marches ]>ereal>outcn ben moro trewo pan in ony 24 
othero con trees pereabouten t moro rightfuH pan opere 
in aH tl tinges. In pat ylo is no thef ne monlrere ne 
comoun wowman no pore beggere ne neuere was man 
slayn in pat con tree. And pei lien so chast t leden so 28 
gode lif as pat pei weron religions men, And pei fasten 
aH dayes. And because pei l>en so trewc t so rightfuH 
t so fuH of aH godo com! iciouns pci weron neuere greued 
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wttA lempestes ne witA thonder ne with leyt no with 
hayl ne witA pestylence no with werre ne with hunger 
ne [wit])] (*) non oJ>er tribulaciouu, as wee ben many tymes 
4 amonges vs for oure synnes. Wherfore it semcth wel pat 
god loueth hew t is plesed with hire creance for hire gode 
dedes. Jjei beleven wel in god ]>ot made all tliinges t 
him ]>ei worschipen. And J>ei preysen non erthely 
8 ricchess, And so J>ei ben all rightfuH And fei lyuen fuH 
ordynatly t so sobrely in mete t drynk, }>at ]>ei lyuen 
right Ionge. And the most part of hem dyen wttAouten 
sykness whan nature fayleth hem for elde. And it 
12 befell in kyng Ausandhes tyme fat he purposed liim 
to conquere fat yle t to maken hem to holden of him. 
And whan fei of the contre horden it J>ei senten 
Messangeres to liim w»tA lettres fat seyden thus: What 
16 may ben ynow to fat man to whom all the world is 
insurtisantl J)ou sclialt fynde no thing in vs j>at may 
cause fe to werren a^enst vs. For wee haue no ricchess 
ne none wee coueyten, And aH the godes of oure contree 
20 ben in comoun. Oure mete fat wee sustcyne wttA aH 
oure bodyos is oure ricchess, And in^tede of tresour of 
gold t syluer wee maken oure tresoure of accord t pees 
t for to loue euery man o per. And for to apparaylle 
24 wit A oure bodyes wee vsen a sely lityH clout for to 
wrappen in oure careynos. Oure wyfes no ben not 
arrayed for to make no man plesance, but only 
counable array for to eschewe folye. Whan men peynen 
28 hem to arraye the body for to make it semefi fayrere )>an 
god made it, J>ei don gret synne, For man schold not 
devise ne Aske gretter beautce )>an god hath ordcyned 
man to ben at his birthe. The ortho mynystreth to vs 
32 .*j. tliinges : Oure liflodo pat cometh of the erthe J»at wee 
lyue by t oure sepulture after oure deth. Wee haue ben in 
perpetueH pees tiH now pat fou come to disherite vs. And 
also wee haue a kyng nought only for to do Iustice to 
36 euery man, for he schaH fynde no forfete among vs, but 

(*) wit, C. 
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[l foL 124 o] 


The earth 
provides us 
with food 
and with 
graves. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



196 [CH. XXXIII. VIRTUOUS HEATHENS AND HERETICS.] 


We need 
neither law 
court* nor 
punish¬ 
ment*. 


Alexander 
confirm* 
thoir peace. 


Oxydrace* 
or Gymiio- 
sophist*. 

[l fol. 124 6) 


Alexander 
offers to 
grant them 
any request. 


They ask 
for im¬ 
mortality. 


They 

reprove him 
for hi* 
pride. 

He must 
leave all hi* 
earthly 
goods. 


for to kei>e nobless t for to schewe pat wee ben obeyssant 
wee haue a kyng. For Tustice no hath not among vs no 
place, for wee don to noman oper wise pan wee desiren 
pat men don to vs, so pat rightwisness ne vengeance ban 4 
nought to don amonges vs; so pat no thing pou may take 
fro vs but oure gode pes pat aft weys hath dured among 
vs. And whan kyng Alisandre had rad peise leffres he 
thoughte pat he scholde do gret synne for to trouble hew 8 
And panne he sente hem surteez pat pei scholde not ben 
aferd of him t pat J>ei scholde kepen hire gode maneres 
t hire gode pees as pei hadden vsed before of custom t 
so he let hem allone. Anoper yle pere is pat men clepen 12 
Oxidrate t anoper yle pat men clepen Gynosophb 
Where pere is also gode folk t fuft of gode feyth. And 
pei holden for the moste J partye the gode condictouns 
and customs t gode maneres as men of the con tree aboue- 16 
seyd, but pei gon aft naked. Into pat yle entred kyng 
Alisandre to see the manere, And whan he saugh hire 
gret feyth t hire trouthe pat was amonges hem, ho seyde 
pat he wolde not grouen hem And bad hem aske of hym 20 
what pat pei wolde haue of him, ricchcss or ony thing 
elles t pei scholde haue it with gode wills. And pei 
answerden pat he was riche ynow pat hndde mete t 
drynke to susteyne the body w»tA, For the ricchess of 24 
this world pat is transitorie is not Avorth. But $if it Avcrc 
in his powere to make hem jnmortaft, pereof Avolde pei 
preyen him t thanken him. And Alisandre answerde 
hem pat it was not in his pbwere to don it, because he 28 
was raortcft as pei Avere. And panne pei asked him Avhi 
he Avas so proud t so fierce t so besy for to putten aft the 
world vnder his subiectioun, right as pou wore a god 4 hast 
no terme of thi lif, neiper day no hour, And wylnest to 32. 
haue aft the world at thi commandement, pat schaft leve pe 
witAouten fayle or pou leve it. And right as it hath ben 
to oper men before pe, right so it schaft ben to opere after pe 
And from hens schaltow here no thyng, But as pou were'36 
born naked, right so aft naked schall pi body ben turned 
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into ertlio pat pon wore made of. Whorfore pou soholdest 
tlienko t jmpressc it in thi myndepat no )>ing is jumortati 
l)ut only god pat made all ping. Bo the whiche answers 
4 Alisandre was gretly astonoyod t abayst t all confuse 
dej>arted from liem. And all be it )>at tlieyse folk han 
not the articles of oure feyth as wee ban, natheles for 
hire gode feyth natureH t for hire gode entent I trowe fully 
8 pat. god loueth hem t pat god [taketh] (*) hire seruyso to 
gree, right as he did of Ion pat was a paynem t held 1 liim 
for his trewo seruant. And perfore aH be it J)ot pere ben 
many dyuerso lawos in the world, $it I trowe pat god 
12 loueth alweys hem pat louen him t seruen him mekely in 
trouthe And namely hem pat dispysen the veyn glorie 
of this world, as pis folk don t as job did also. And 
perforc seyde oure lord be the mouth of Ozeb the 
16 propheto: Ponam eis multiplies luges meas. And also 
in anothor place: Qui totuat ordkm subdit suis lbgibus. 
And also oure lord soy th in the gospcH: Alias oubs 
habbo, que non sunt ex hoc ouili. Jjat is to seyno pat 
20 he hadde othere seruauntee pan po pat ben vnder cristene 
lawe. And to pat acordeth the avisioun pat seynt Peter 
saugh at Iapp, How the aungel cam from heuone * 
broughte before him dyuerso bestes as serpen tea t oper 
24 crepynge bestee of the erthe t of oper also gret plentce, and 
bad him take t etc. • And seynt Peter ausworde : I ete 
neuer, quod he, of vnclone bestee. And panne seyde the 
uungcH: Non dicas inmunda que deus mundauit. And 
28 pat was in tokene pat noman scholde haue in despite non 
erthely man for here dyuerse lawes, For wee knowe not 
whom god loueth no whom god hateth. And for pat 
ensample whan men seyn Du profundis : pei seyn it in 
32 comoun t in generaH, with the cristene: pro ania/abus 

OMNIUM DEFUNCTORUAf PRO QUIBU8 SIT ORANDUAf. Aud 
perfore seye I of this folk pat ben so trewe t so feythfuH, 
pat god loueth hem, For he hath amonges hem many of 
36 the prophetes t aHwey hath had. Aud in po yles pei 

(>) take, C. 
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li fol. 125b] 


Dwarfs 

feeding 
on tlie smell 
of wild 
apples. 


Hairy, 

amphibious 

folk. 


Tlio trees 
of the Sun 
and Moon. 


No army 
can tight 
the leasts 
of the 
desert. 


prophecyed the jnoarnacioun of oure lord Ihksu crist ; 
How he scliolde ben born of a mayden .iij. MiH $ecr or 
more or oure lord was bora of the virgyne Marie. And 
fei beleeven wcl in the jncarnacjoun t fat fuH perfitely, 4 
but fei knowe not the manere how he suffred, his 
passioun and deth for vs. And be^onde feise yles fere 
is another yle fat is clept Pytan. The folk of fat 
contree 1 ne tyle not ne laboure not the ertlic, for fei eten 8 
no manere thing. And fei l>cn of gode colour t of faire 
scliap after hire gretncss, But the smale ben as Dwerghes, 
but not so lityH as ben the Pigmeye& Jpeise men lyuen 
be the smeH of wylde Apples And whan fei gon ony for 12 
weye fei beren the Apples wit A hem, For $if fei hadden 
lost the sauour of the Apples fei scholde dyen anon, pei 
ne ben not fuH resonablc but fei hew symple t bcstyaH. 
Alter fat is another yle where the folk ben all skynned 16 
rough beer as a rough best, saf only the face t the pawme 
of the bond, peisc folk gon als wel vnder the water of 
fihe see as fei don aboue the lond all drye And fei eten 
bofe flessch t fissch aH raugh. In this yle is a gret 20 
Ryuere fat is wel a .ij. myle t an half of brede fat is 
clept Buemare. And fro fat Ryuere a .xv. iorneyes in 
longthe goynge be the deseries of the totlier syde of the 
Ryuere Whoso myght gon it, for I was not fere, But it 24 
was told vs of hem of the contrcc, fat witAjnne fo 
desertes weren the trees of the bonne t of the monb, fat 
spaken to kyng Alisandre And warned him of his doth. 
Ami men scyn fat the folk fat kej»en fo trees -l eten of the 28 
frute t of the bawme fat groweth fere lyuen wel .cccc. 
^eer or .D. ^eere bo vertue of the frut t of the 
bawme. For men seyn fat bawme groweth fere in gret 
plentee t nowhere elles, saf only at Babyloyne, as I haue 32 
told 30 U before. Wee wolden ban gon toward tho trees 
fuH gladly, $if woe had myght, But I trowe fat an .C. 
MiH men of Armes myghten not passen fo desertes 
safly, for the grot mnltytude of wylde bestes t of grete 36 
dragouns t of grete serpentes fat fere hen, fat slen t 
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doitourcii aft fat comcn aneynies hem. In fat contre 
1 bcn manye while Olifantes witAouten nqmbre t of vny- 
comes t of lyouns of many maneres And many of suche 
4 bestes fat I hane told before t of many ofer hydouso 
bestes witAouten nombre. Manye othere yles fere ben in 
the lond of Prostre Iohn t manye grete merueylea fat 
weren to long to tellen aft, botlie of his ricchesse t of his 
8 nobless And of the gret plentee also of precious stones 
J>at ho hath. I trowe fat ^ee knowc wel ynow t haue 
herd seye wherforc this Emperour is clept Prostre Iohn, 
But natheles for hem fat k no wen not I sell aft seye $ou 
12 the cause. It was somtymo an Emperour fere, fat was a 
worthi i a fuft noble Prynco, fat hadde cristeno knyghtes 
in his companye, as ho hath fat is now. So it befeft 
fat ho hadde grot list for to see the seruisc in the chirche 
16 among cristeno men. And fan dured cristondom bejondo 
the see aft Tuiikyk, Surrye, Tartauie, Ierl^lam, 
Palestyne, Auahye, IIalappee t aft the lond of 
Eoypte. So it bofoft fat this Emperour cam with a 
20 cristeno knyght with him in to a chirche in Egypt And 
it was the Saterday in wyttsonwokc And the Bisshopp 
made ordres. And he beheld t listend the seruyse fuft 
tentyfly And he asked the cristeno knyght what men of 
24 degree fei scholden bon fat the prelate had before him. 
And the knyght answerde t soyde fat fei scholde ben 
prestes. Ami fan the Emperour seyde fat lie wolde 
no lenger ben clept kyng no Emperour, but Preest And 
28 fat he wolde liauc the name of the firste preest fat wente 
out of the chirche. And his name was Iohn. And so 
oueremore sithens he is clept Prostre Iohn. In his lond 
ben manye cristene men of gode feyth t of gode lawe t 
32 namely of hem of the same contree t halt comoun 2 ly hire 
prestes fat syngen the messe t maken the sacrement of 
the awtier of bred right as the Greeks don. But fei 
seye not so manye thinges at the messe as men don here, 
36 For fei seye not but only fat fat the Apostles seyden, 
as oure lord taughte hem, Right as Seynt Peter t scynt 
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TnoMAS t the oper Apostles songon the mess, seyonge 
the Pat er nost ku t the wordes of the sacrement. But 
wee liaue many mo Addiciouns pat dyuerse Popes han 
made pat pei no knowo not offe. 4 


ch. xxxiv. OF THE HILLES OF GOLD JjAT PISSEMYRES 

KEPEN, AND OF THE .IIIJ. FLODES pAT 
COMEN FROM PARADYS TERRESTRE. 


The fruitful 
Irtle of 
Taprobane. 


The sea 

voyage. 


Chrjrso and 
Argyre, the 
gold and 
ellver isles. 

[» fol. 127a) 


The gold is 
watched by 
giant ants. 


T OWARD the Est partye of Prcstre Iolincs loud is 
an ylo gode t gret pat men clepen Taprobane pat 
is fuH noble t fuH fructuows And the kyng pereof is fuH 
riche t is under the obeyssanco of Prcstre Iolin. And 8 
aHweys pere pci make hire kyng bo elcccyoun. In pat 
ylo ben .ij. someees t .ij. wyntrbs t men liervesten the 
corn twyes a ^ecr. And in aH the cesouns of the jeer 
ben the gardyncs ilorisscht. pore dwellcn gode folk i 12 
rosonablo t manye cristenc men am on gee hem pat ben so 
riche pat pci wyte not what to done wit/t biro godes. Of 
olde tyino whan men passed from the loud of Prestre 
Iolin vnto pat yle men maden ordynauce for to passe by 16 
sebippo .xxiij. dayes or more, But now men passen by 
8 cliippc in .vij. dayes; And men may seo the lx)tme of 
the see in many places, for it is not fuH dope. Besyde 
pat yle toward the Est hen .ij. oper yles And men clepen 20 
pat on Grille t pat other Argyte, of the whiche aH the 
lond is Myne of gold t syluer. And po yles ben right 
where pat the Rede see 1 doparteth fro the sec Occean, 
And in po yles men seen per no sterres so clorely as in 24 
oper places, For ]>ere apporen no sterres but only o clore 
sterre pat men clepen Canapos. And perc is not the 
mono soyn in aH the lunacioun saf only the seconds 
quarteroun. In the yle also of pis Taprobane ben grete 28 
hilles of gold pat pissemyres kepen fuH diligontly, And 
pei fynen the pured gold t casten a wey the vnpured. 
And peise pissemyres ben grete as houndes so pat noinan 
dar come to po hilles, for the pisskmyres woldc assayllen 32 
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hew t douourcn hew anon, so pat noman may getc of pot 
gold but be grot sleighte. And perfore whan it is gret in hot 

weather, the 

liete the pissemyres resten Item in the ertho from pryme natives take 

advantaitt 

4 of the day in to noon And ban the folk of the contrec ofthennta* 

* 1 stay inside 

taken Camayles, dromedaries t hors t oper bestes t gon the earth, 
thider t chargen hem in all haste pot pei may. And 
after pot J>ei fleenawoy in aH pat the bostes may go or the 
8 pissemyres coraen out of the ertho. And in oper tymos Jn couicr 
whan it is not so hote i pat the pissemyres lie resten hem 
not in the erthe, )>an J>oi geten gold l>e this sotyltee. )3ei 
taken mares pat ban ^onge coltes or foies t leyn vpon the nn!' 0 
12 mares voyde vesselles made perfore t pei ben aH open 
abouen t liangynge lowe to the erthe. And panne pei 
sende forth po mares for to jiAstiircn aboute po hilles t 
witAholden the foies with hem at home. And whan the 
16 pissemyres sen po vesselles, pei lepon in anon, And pei 
han this kynde, pot pei loto no thing ben empty among 
hem, but anon pei lillon it, bo it what maner of ping pat 
it be, so pei fillen po vesselles with gold. And whan p foi. H7//| 
20 pat the folk supposen pot the vesseH ben fullo, pei putton 

forth Anon the jongo foies t maken hem to ny;on after Then the 

mtiti return 

hire dames t pan Anon the mares retornen toward e* hire to their 
foies with hire charges of gold t pan men dischargcn hem 
24 t geten gold ynow be this sotyltee, For the pissemyres 
wolo 8iiffren bestee to gon and pasturen amonges hem, 
but no man in no wyse. And bejonde the loud t the 
yles t the desertes of Prestre Iohncs lordscliipe in goyngo 
28 streight towardes tho est, men fyudo no ping but 

montayues t roches fuH greto. Aud pere is tho derke Tiie Land 

1 of Darkness. 

liegyoun Where no man may see nouper be day lie be 
nyghto as pei of the contreo seyn. And pot desert t pot 
32 place of derknesse duren fro this cost vnto poradys 
terrestro, whero pot Adam oure formest fader t Elio weren 
putt pot dwelloden pere but lytyH wliile, And pot is 
towardes the Est at the bogynnynge of the ertho. Put 
36 pot is not pot Est pot we clepe oure Est on this half, 
where the sonne risetti to vs, for wlianne the sonne is Est in 
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The sun 
rises there 
when it is 
midnight 
here. 


Before 
Noah's 
Flood, the 
earth was an 
exact globe. 


I was not in 
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I I fol. 128 a] 
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of the four 
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The Nile. 


Tigris. 

Euphrates. 


po portyes toward paradys terrestre, it is panne mydnyght 
in oure parties o this half for the roundeness of the erthe, 
of the whiche I haue towched to 3011 of before. For oure 
lord god made the erthe aH rownd, in the mydde place of 4 
the firmament, And pere as mountaynes t liilles ben t 
valeyes pot is not but only of Noes flodo pot wasted the 
softe ground t the tendre t feH doun into valeyes. And 
the harde erthe -t the roclie ahyden inountayncs, Whan g 
the soft erthe t tendre wax nessclie porgli the water t 
fell and 1 becamen valeyes. Of pa?’adys ne can I not 
speken propm’ly for I was not pere; it is fer bejondc t 
pot fortlunketh me. And also I was not worthi. But as 12 
I haue herd seye of wyse men be^ondo, I schaH telle 30U 
with gode will. Poradys terrestre, as wise men soyn is 
the highest place of erthe pat is in aH the world And it 
is so high pat it touchetli nygh to the ccrclc of the mono, 16 
pere as the mono niakcth hire torn. For sclic is so high 
pot the flodo of Noo ne myglit not come to hire pot wolde 
haue couerod aH po erthe of the world aH abowte * 
abouen t boncthen, eaf porodys only allono And this 20 
porodys is enclosed aH aboutc with a waH t men wyte 
not wlierof it is, For the walles ben couered aH ouer 
with mossc, as it semeth. And it semoth not pot the 
waH is ston of nature ne of non oper thing pat tho waH is. 24 
And pot waH streccheth fro the South to the north And 
it hath not hut on entree pot is closed with fyre 
brennynge, so pot noman pot is mortaH ne dar not entren. 
And in tho most high place of paradys, oueno in the 28 
myddel place, is a welle pat casteth out the .iiij. flodes 
pat rennen be dyuerse lomles. Of the whiche the firste 
is clept Phison or Ganges, pot is aH on, and it renneth 
porghout ynde or Emlak, In the whiche Eyuere hen manyc 32 
preciousc stones And mochel of Lignu.v Aloes And mocho 
graueH of gold. And pot oper Ryuere is clept Nilus or 
GY8ON, pot goth be Etiiiope t after be Egypt. And pot 
oper is clept Tigris, pot renneth be Assiiiye t be Armenye 36 
the grete. And pat other is clept Eufkate pot renneth also 
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l m3 Medee t bo Ar'monye and be Pjeksye. And mew pere 
bejoride seyn f>at alle the sweto watres of the world 
abouen t benethen taken hire begynnynge of pat welle of 
4 Poradys And out of pat welle aH watres comcn t gon. 
The firste Ryuere is clept Phison, pat is to soync in hire 
langage Assembler, For manye o)>ero Ryueres meten 
hem pere t gon into pat Ryuere. And summon clepen it 
8 Ganges for a kyng pat was in yndb pat higlite Gangeres t 
pat it ran porghout his loud. And pat water [is] ( 1 ) in sum 
place clere t in sum place trouble, In sum place hoot t in 
sum place cold. The sccondc Ryuere is clept Nilus or 
12 Gyson, for it is aHwey trouble And GYSONin the langage 
of Etiiiope is to seye trouble. And in the langage of 
Egipt also. The thridde Ryuere pat is clept Tigris is as 
moche for to seye as faste ronnyngc For he renneth more 
16 faste pan ony of the topere And also pere [is] (*) a best pat 
is doped Tigiiis pat is faste rennynge. The fourtlio Ryuere 
is clept Eufrates, pat is to seync wel berynge for pore 
growen many godes vpon pat Ryuere as comes, frutes t 
20 operc godes ynowe plentee. And ^ee scliuH vnderstonde 
pat noman pat is inorteH ne may not approclien to pat 
paradys. For be londe noman may go for wyldc bestes 
pat ben in the dcsertes t for the high mountaynes t gretc 
24 huge Roches pat noman may passe by, for the derke 
places pat ben pere t pat manye. And be the Ryueres 
may noman go, for the water renneth so rudely t so 
scliarply because pat it cometh doun so outrageously 
28 2 from the high places abouen, pat it renneth in so gretc 
wawes pat no schipp may not rowe ne seyle ajenes it. 
And the water rorctft so t maketh so huge noyse t so gret 
tempest pat noman may hero oper in the schipp, pough 
32 he cryedc with aH: the craft pat lie cowde in the hieste 
voys pat he myghtc. Many grete lordes han assayed with 
gret wille many tymes for to passen be po ryueres toward 
paradys with fuH grete companyes, But pei myghte not 
36 speden in hire viage. And manye dyeden for weryness of 

(’) is, missiDg, C. 


[1 foL 128 6] 


Etymologies 
of those 
names. 


Ganges. 


Nile. 


Tigris. 


Euphrates. 


Paradise is 
inaccessible. 


The rivers 
are loo 
swift and 
noisy. 


[2 fol. 129 a] 


Many have 
tried. 
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Some were 
tired to 
death. 

oine 
became 
blind and 
deaf. 

8oine wero 
drowned. 


rowynge 213011st po stronge wawos, And many of Item 
becamcn blymle And many devo for the lioyse of the 
water. And suminc were?i i>eri8scht t lostc withjnno the 
wawes, so pot no mortett man may api>rocho to pat place 


wttAouten specyaH grace of god, so pat of pat place I can 
soy 30U nomore And perfore I schatt holdo me stille And 
retornen to pat bat I haue seen. 



Cli. xxxv. 


From the 
Antipodes 
travellers 
turn back, 
instead of 
proceeding 
round tlte 
world. 


[l fol.1296] 


Kan-sou. 


Density of 
itn 

po| ulation. 


A wealthy 
and 

powerful 

province. 


OF THE CUSTOMS OF KYNGAS t ODE RE DAT 
DWELLEN IN THE YLES COSTYNGE TO 
PRESTR 2 ? IOHNES LOND, AND OF THE WOR- 
SCHIPE DAT THE SONE DOTH TO THE FADER 
WHAN HE IS DEDE. 


F ROM po yles pat I haue spoken of before in the loud 8 
of Prcstre Iolin, pat ben vnder ertho as to vs )>at 
ben o tliis half And of o per yles pat ben more fur there 
bejoude, Whoso wil pursuen hem for to comen 03011 right 
to the portics pat he cam fro t so enviroune all ertlie. 12 
but what for the yles, what for the see t what for strong 
rowynge fowo folk assayen for to posseu pat passage, all 
be it pat men inyghte don it wel pat myght 1 ben of power 
to drosso him hereto as I haue seyd 30U before. And 16 
perforo men returnen from po yles aboueseyd be oper yles 
costynge fro the lond of Prcstre Iohn And ))annc comen 
men in retnrnynge to an yle pat is clept Casson And pat 
yle hath wel .lx. iomeyes in lengthe t more pan .1. in 20 
bredc. Tliis is the beste yle t the bestc kyngdom pat is 
in aH po party es out taken Cathay. And }if tho niar- 
cl 1 nun tee vseden als mochc pot contro as pei don Cathay, 
it woldc ben better pan Cathay in a schort while. This 24 
contree is full wel cnliabylcd t so fuH of cytecs t of gode 
towuos t en ha by ted with peple, pot whan a man goth out 
of 0 cytee men seen another cytec eueno before hem. 
And pot is what portye pot a man go in all pat contree. 28 
In pat yle is gret plcntee of aH godes for to lyue witA t 
of aH manere of spices And pere ben grele forestee of 
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CHE8TEYNE8. The kyng of pot yle is futt riche t fuH 
myghty And natheles he holt his lond of the grete Chane 
t is obeyssant to him, For it is on of the .xij. prouynces 
4 pot the gret Chane hath vnder him witAoutew his propre 
lond t witAouten oper lease yles pot he hath, for he 
hath fuH manye. From pat kyngdom comen men in 
retumynge to anoper ylo pat is clept Ryboth t it is also 
8 vnder the grete Chane j)at is a fuH gode contree t fuH 
plentefons of aH godes t of wynes t frut t aH oper 
ricchess. And the folk of pat contree han none houses 
but pei dwellen t lyggen aH vnder tentes made of blak 
12 ferne by aH the contree. And the princypaH cytee t the 
most royaH is aH walled with blak ston t white, 1 And 
aH the stretes also ben pathed of the same stones. In j>at 
cytee is noman so hardy to schede blode of noman ne of 
16 no best for the reuerenco of an ydole pat is worschipt 
pere. And in ]>ot yle dwelleth the Pope of hire lawe pat 
J>ei clepen lobassy. This Lobassy $eueth aH the benefices 
t alle oJ>er dignytees t aH oper thinges pat belongen to 
20 the ydole And alle po pat holden ony thing of hire chirches, 
Religions t opera obeyen to him as men don here to the 
Pope of Rome. In pat yle pei han a custom be aH the 
contree pat whan the fader is ded of ony man t the sono 
24 list to do gret worschipe to his fader, he sendetli to aH 
his frendcs t to aH his kyn t for religions men t precstes 
t for mynstraH also gret plentee. And panne men beron 
the dede body vnto a gret hiH wttA gret ioye t solempnyte 
28 And whan pei han broughte it thider the chief prelate 
smyteth of the hede And leyth it vpon a gret platere of 
gold or of syluer, pf [he] ( x ) be so rycho a man. And 
pan he taketh the hede to the sone And panne the sonc t 
32 his oper kyn syngen t seyn manye orisouns. And panuo 
the prestes t the Religions men smyten aH the body of 
the dede man in peces And panne pei seyn ccrteyn 
orisouns. And the foules of raveyne of aH the contree 
36 abowten knowen the custom of long tyme Ijefore [t] comen 

(*) he, missing, C. 


Tibet. 


Pfol. ISO a] 


The Grand 
I Amu. 


Funeral 

ritee. 


The dead 
body ia cut 
to piece*. 


The birds 
of the air 
eat it. 
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The funeral 
service. 

[1 fol. 130 6] 


The family 
are 

honoured if 
many birds 
partake. 


The head is 
eaten by tho 
best friends. 


The skull is 
made into a 
cup. 


I 2 fol. 131 a) 


fleeuge abouen in the eyr as Egles, Gledas, Rauenes t 
opere foules of raveyne pat eten flesch. And pan the 
preestes casten the gobettes of the flesch t pan the foules 
echo of hem taketh pot he may t goth a litiH pens t 4 
eteth it, And so pei don whils ony pece lasteth of the 
dede body. And after pot, as preestes amonges vs syngeii 
for the dede: 1 Subuenite sancti dei t cetera, right so 
po prestes syngen wttA high \oye in hire langnge: Be- 8 
holdeth how so worthi a man t how gode a man this was, 
pat the Aungeles of god comen for to sechen him t for to 
bryngen him in to poradys. And panne someth it to the 
sono pot ho is liighliche worschipt whan pot manye briddes 12 
* foules of raveyne comen t eten his fader, And he pot 
hath most nornbre of foules is most worschiped. And 
panne the sono bryngeth hoom with him aH his kyn t 
his frendes t aH the opere to his hows t maketh hem a 16 
gret feste, And panne aH his frendes maken hire avaunt t 
liire dalyance how the foules comen pider, here .v. here 

ti 

.vj. here .x. t pore .xx. t so forth t pei reioyssen hem 
hugely for to speke pore of. And whan pei ben at mete, 20 
the sone let brynge forth the hede of his fader t pere of 
ho ;eueth of the flesch to his most specyaH frendee in 
stede of entremess or a sukkarke. And of tho brayn 
panne he leteth make a cuppo t pere of drynketh he * 24 
his oper frendee also, wttA gret deuoctoun in remem¬ 
brance of the holy man pat the Aungeles of god hau 
eten. And pat cuppc tho sone schaH kepe to drynken 
of aH his lif tyme in remembrance of his fadir. From 28 
pat lond in retumynge be .x. iomeys porgh out 
tho lond of the grete Chane is anoper godo yle t a 
gret kyngdom where the kyng is fuH riche t myghty. 

And amongee the riche men of his controo is a possynge 32 
riche man pat is no Pryncb ne duk no Erl, But 
he hath mo pat holden of him londee t oper lord* 
schipes, for he is more riche, for he hath euery jeer of 
annueH rente .CCC. MiH. 2 hors charged witA corn of 36 
dyuerse groynes t of ryjs. And so ho ledeth a fuH noble 
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lif t a del y cate after tlio custom of the contrec. For ho 
hath euery day A. fairc damyseles ah may denes pat seruen 
him cueremoro at his mole t for to ]yc be hem o nyght t 
4 for to do with hem J>at is to his plesance. And whan he 
is at the table J>ei bryngen him hys mete at euery tyme 
.v. and .v. togedrc And in bryngynge hire seruyse pei 
syngen a song And after pat pci kutten his mete t putten 
8 it in his mouth, for he towcheth nothing ne handleth 
nought, but holdeth eueremore Ins hondes ljefore him vpon 
the table. For he hath so longo nayles pat he may take 
no thing ne handle no thing. For the noblesse of pot 
12 controo is to haue longo nayles t to make hem growen aH 
weys to ben als longe as men may, And pere ben manye 
in pot controe pot han hire nayles so longe pot poi 
envyroune aH the bond, And pot is a gret noblesse. And 
16 the nobloss of tho wommcn is for to hauen smale feet t 
litiH, And' perfore anon as pei ben born, pey lete bynde 
hire feet so streyte pat poi may not growen half as nature 
woldo. And this [is] (*) tho nobleye of tho wommen pero 
20 to lmuo smale feet t lityH. And aHweys poise damyseles 
pot I spak of beforn syngen aH the tyme pot this riche 
man eteth. And whan pot ho eteth no more of his firste 
cours panne, oper .v. t .v. of faire damyseles bryngen him 
24 his scconde coure aH weys syngynge as pci dido beforn. 
And so pei don contynuelly euery day to the endo of his 
mete t in this manerc 1 he ledeth his lif And so dide pei 
before him pot weren his Auncestres t so schuH pei pot 
28 comen after him, witAouten doyngo of ony dedes of 
Armes, but lyuen eueremore pus in ese as a swyn pat is 
fedd in sty for to ben made fatto. Ho hath a fuH fair 
palays t fuH richo, where pot he dwelleth jnne, of tho 
32 whicho the walles ben in cyrcuyt .ij. myle. Aud he hath 
witAjnne many faire gardynes And many fane hallos t 
chambre8 And the pawment of his halles t chambres ben 
of gold t 8yluer. And in the myd place of on of hys 
36 gardynes is a lylyH mountayne Where pere is a lityH 

(') is, missing, C. 


Tlte rich 
man with 
tlio fifty 
maidens. 


His nails 
are ko long 
Mint they 
must fet'd 
him. 


Women s 
feet are 
hound. 


The maidens 
sing as they 
bring in the 
courxcH of 
tlio rich 
man's 
dinner. 


U fol. 13161 


He never 
fights, hut 
lives like a 
I>ig- 


His palace 
and gardens. 
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His 

sumn er- 
house. 


The 

adherents of 
all creeds 
accept some 
points of 
the true 
faith. 

They 
believe in 
the God of 
Nature. 


1 1 fol. 182 a) 


They know 
parts of the 
Old 

Testament. 


They 
worship 
idols as 
Christians 
the imagt s 
of saints. 


medewc And in pot medowe is a lityH toolliiH with toures 
t pynacles aH of gold And in pot lityH toothiH wole he 
sytten often tyme for to taken the ayr t to desporten 
hym. For pot place is made for no piug elles but only 4 
for his desport. Fro pot contree men coiuen be the lond 
of the grete Chane also pot I haue spoken of before. 
And $ee schuH vndirstonde pot of aH pcise contrees t of 
aH peise yles t of aH the dyuerse folk pot I haue spoken 8 
of before t of dyuerse lawes t of dyuerse beleeves pat 
pei han, ^it is pere non of hem alle but pat pei ban sum 
resoun witAin hem t understondynge, but 3 if it be the 
fewere, t pat han corteyn Artictes of oure fcilh t snmme 12 
gode poyntes of oure beleeve. And pat pei beleeven in 
god pat formede aH })ing t made the world And clcpon him 
god of nature, after pat the prophete seyth: Et metuent 
euai omnes fines TERRE, And also in ano)>er place : Omnes 16 
gentks 8EEUIENT ei, J)at is to seyne: Alio folk schul 
seruon him. But 31 't pei cone not speken perfytly, for 
pere is no 1 man to techen hem, but only pat pei cone 
deuyse be hire natureH wytt. For )>ei han no knou- 20 
leche of the sone lie of tho holy gost. But J>ci cone 
aH speken of the Bible t namely of Genesis, of the 
prophetes sawes An»l of the bokes of Moyses. And |>ei 
seyn wel J>at the creatures |>at worschipen hem no ben 24 
no goddes, but pei worschipen hem for the vertue j)at is 
in hem pat may not be but only be the grace of god. 
And of Simulacreh i of ydoles J>ei seyn pat )>ere ben 
no folk but pat jjei han Sim r/L acres And fat pei seyn 28 
for wee cristen men han ymagee, as of oure lady t of 
opere seyntes pot wee worschipen, Noght the ymages of 
tree or of ston, but the seyntes in whoos name fei ben 
made after. For right as the bokes t the scripture of 32 
hem techen the clerkes how t in what manere pei schuH 
beleeven, right so the ymages t the poyntynges techen 
the lewed folk to worschipen the seyntes t to haue 
hem in hire mynde in whoos name pot po ymages ben 36 
made after. s^y 11 a ^o pot tho aungeles of god 
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spoken to hern in po ydolos t pat ]>ci don manye greto 
myracles, Ami pci soyu sotti pat pore is an aungett witAin 
lieni, For pere ben .ij. maner of aungeles, a gode t an 
4 cuett, as the Grekes soyn: Caoho and Calo. This 
Cacho is tlie wykked aungett And Calo is the gode 
aungeH. But tlie toper is not the gode aungeH, but 

the wykked aungeH, pat is wttAinue the ydoles for to 
8 di 8 ceyuen hem t for to uieyntenen hem in hire errour. 
] 3 ore ben limnye oper dyuerse contrees and manye oper 
merueyles be^onde pat I hauo not seen, Wherfore of hem 
I can not speke propurly to teH 30 U the manere of liem. 
12 1 And also in the contrees whore I haue ben ben manye 
mo dyuorsitoes of many womlirfuH thinges panne I make 
mencioun of, For it wore to longo thing to deuyse jou 
the manere. And perfore pat pat I haue deuysed 30 U of 
16 certeyn contrees pat I haue spoken of bofore, I beseche 
^oureworthi and excellent noblesse pat [it] (^suffise to 30 U 
ut this tymo, For jif pat I deuysed 30 U all pat is be 3 onde 
the see, another man peraunter pat wolde peynen him 
20 t trauaylle his body for to go into po marches for to 
encerche po contrees myghto ben blamed be my wordes 
in reliercynge manye straunge thinges. For he myghte 
not seye no thing of newe, in the whiclic the hereres 
24 myghten hauen ouper solace or desport or lust or lykyng 
in the herynge. For men seyn all weys pat newe thinges 
t newe tydynges ben plesant to here. Wherfore I wolc 
holde me stille witAouten ony more rehercyng of dyuer- 
28 siteez or of meruaylles pat bon be^onde, to pat entent t 
ende pat whoso wil gon iuto po contrees lie schaH fynde 
ynowe to speke of, pat I haue not touched of in no wyse. 
And ^ee schuH vndirstondo ^if it lyke 3011 pat at myn 
32 horn comynge I cam to Home t scliewed my lif to oure 
holy fadir the Pope t was assoyllod of aH pat lay in iny 
conscience of many a dyuerse [greuous] ( 2 ) poynt, as men 
mosten nedes pat ben in company dwollyng among so 
36 many a dyuerse folk of dyuerse secte t of beleeve as 1 


(') C. 
MANDEVTLLK. 


( a ) grouous, C. 


The angels 
tltat speak 
through tlie 
idola are 
evil angels. 


I can speak 
neither or 
what I have 
not seen, 
nor of all 
that I have 
seen. 

P fol. 182 6] 


Something 
must be left 
for other 
travellers to 
tell. 


I confessed 
to the Pope 
of Rome. 
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My book 
was ap- 

>roved by 
iis council. 


! 


haue ben. And amonge* ail I sckewod hym this tretys 
l»foi. i3So] pat I had made after iuformacioun of men *pot knewcn 

of thiuge* pot I had not seen my self, And also of mer- 
ueyles and customes )>atl hadde seen my self, as fer as god 4 
wolde ^euo me grace, And beaoughto his holy fadirhode, 
pat my bokc myghte ben examyned and corrected be 
avys of his wyse t discreet conseiit. And oure holy 
fader of his special grace remytted iny boke to ben 8 
examyned t preued be the Avys of his seyd conseiH, 

Be the whiche my boke was preeued for trewe jn so 
moclie pat pei schewed mo a boke pat my boke was 
examynde by, pat comprehended fuH moclie more be an 12 
hundred port, be the whiche the Mappa mundi was made 
after. And so iny boke, all be it pat many men ne list 
not to $eue credence to no ping but to pat pot pei seen 
witA hire eye, ne be the Auctour ne the persone nouer so 16 
trewe, is affermed t preued be oure holy fader in maner 
t forme as I haue seyd. 


[ started in 
1322. 


Now I am 
resting at 
home. 


[2 fol. 138 b] 


I wrote this 
in 1850. 


Let my 
readers 
pray for me. 


A ND I Iofcn MaundevyH knyglit aboueseyd, aH pough 

I be vnworthi, pot deported from oure con trees 20 
t passed the see tho $eer of grace a .MiH .ccc. t .xxij. 
pot haue passed many londes t manyo yles t contrees 
t cerched manye full strange places, And haue ben in 
many a full gode honourable companye t at many a faire 24 
dede of armos, all be it pot I dide none myself for myn 
vnable jnsuffisance; And liow I am comen horn mawgree 
myself to reste for gowtes Artetykes pot me distreynen; 
pot doffynen the ende of my labour, a^enst my wiH god 28 
knoweth. And pus takynge solace in my wrecfi*ched 
reste recordynge the tymo passed I haue fulfilled peise 
thinges t putte hem wryten in this boke, as it wolde 
come into my mynde, the $oer of grace a .Mill .ccc. t .lvj. 32 
in the .xxxiiij. ^eer pot I deportede from oure contrees. 
Wherfore I preye to all the redcres t here res of this 
boke $if it plese hem pat pei wolde preyen to god for me 
nd I schall preye foi hem. And alle po pat seyn for 36 
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ino a Patar hostfr w« tA an Auk maria pat god forjeue 
me my synnes I make hem porteneres t graunte hem part 
of att [pe] (>) gode pilgrymages * of aH the gode ded« pat 
4 I hane don, jif ony be* to his plesance. And noght only 
of )>o, but of afi pot enere I schafi do vnto my lyfes ende. 

And I beseche almyghty god fro whom aH godeness t i pnj for 
grace comelh fro, pot he vonehesaf of his excellent mercy 
8 t habundant grace to fnHfylle hire soules witA inspira- 
ctoun of the holy gost in makynge defence of aB hire 
gostly enemyes here in evthe, to hire salnacionn bothe 
of body t sonie to worechipe t thankynge of him pot is 
12 free t on witAonte* begynnynge t wttAouten endyng 
fat is wttAouten qnalitce good, wttAouten quality toe gret 
pat in alle places is present and aH thin gee conteynynge 
the whiche pat no goodness may amende ne non cueti 
16 empeyre, pat in perfyte Trynytce lyneth t regneth god be 
alle worldes 4 be aH tymes. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

(*) pe, blotted ont in 0. 
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APPENDIX. 


Miraculous 

oil. 


Lebanon. 

[i fol. M a] 

Sabbath 

river. 


Tripoli. 


Boy rout. 


[From MS. Egerton 1982 wo reprint the passage missing in 

Chapter X V, p. 82.] 

Neuerfeles )>nt table ouermare droppez oel ns it ware of 
oliue, And far es a vcsseH of nmrblc vnder J>e table to 
ressayue )>e oel. favoff fai giffo to pi 1 grimes for it holes of 
many sekeness. And men saise fat if it lie keped wele 4 
seuen $ere efterwarde* it turnos in to flesch and bind. 

Fra Sanlenak men come/ thurgh fo vale of liocbar fe 
wliilk es a faire vale and a plentifoua of aH raaner of 
fruyte and it os amanges hilles and fer er jNirin fair 8 
ryuers and grete medows and noble pasture for bestez. 
And men gas by fe mountes of libane whilk lastez fra 
Ermony fe mare to ward es fe north vnto Dan )>o whilk 
es fe end of ]>e 1 land of repromissioun to ward fe north 12 
as I said before, fir hilles er ii$t fruytfuH And fare er 
many faire welles and cedres and cipressez and many 
ofer treesse of diuerse kyndes; pare er also many gude 
tounes to ward fe heued of fir hilles fuU of folk. 16 

B Etwene fe citee of arkez and fe citee of Rapliaue es 
a riuer fat es called Sabatory for on fe seterday it 
rynnez fast and att fe woke elles it standes stiH and 
rynnez no$t or elles bot fairely. JJetwene fe forsaid liilles 20 
also es anofer water fat on nyghtes fresez hard and on 
days es na frost sene feron. And as men comez agayne 
fra fase hilles es a hitt bier fan any of fe ofer and fai 
caH it fare fe begli biH fare es a grete citee and a faire 24 
fe whilk es called Tryplo In )>e wliilk er many gude 
cristen men ^cmand fe same rytes and enstomes Jmt we 
vse. Fra feine men comez by a citee f at es called Berucli 
whare sayne george slew fe dragoun and it es a gude 28 
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toune and a faire qasteH perin And it es .iij. ioumez fra 
pe forsaid citoe of Sardenak. At pe ta syde of Benich 
.xvj. royle to come hiderward es ]>e citee of Sydon. At 
4 Beruch entres pilgrtmes in to pe see )>at wiH com to Cipre 
and |>ai aryfe at pe porte of Surry or of Tyere and so pai Tyre, 
com to Cipre in a JytiH space Or men may com fra J>e 
porte of Tyre and com no$t at Cipre and aryfe at sum 
8 hauen of grece and so come to pise partyse as I said 
before. 


1 T hafe talde $ow now of pe ways by wliilk men gase The longor 
JL ferrest and langest to ierusalem as by babilon and p r 0 i. 51 6 ] 

12 mount synay and many oper plocez whilk 30 herd me teH 

off and also by wliilk ways men schaH turne agayne to pe 
land of repromissioun, now will I teH 30 w pe rightest 
way and be schortest to ierusalem. For sum men will The shorter 

WEJf# 

16 nojt ga J>e toper, sum for pai hafe no$t spending ynogh, 

sum for Jmi hafe na gudo cumpany and sum for J>ai may 

no$t endure pc lang trauail, sum for pai drede pam of 
many perils of desertes sum for pai will haste para hamc- 
20 ward dcsirand to see pare wifes and pare childer or for 
sum oper rosonable cause pat pai hafe to turne sone hame. 

And perfovo I wiH schew how men may passe tittest and 
in schortest tyme make paire pilgrimage to ierusalem. 

24 A man p at comes fra po landes of pe west he gas tliurgh 
fraunce burgoyne and lumbardy and so to Venice or geen 
or sum oper hauen and schippes pare and wendez by see 
to pe lie of greff pe whilk pertenez to pe Ianuenes, And Corfu. 

28 seyne he aryuez in grece at porte Mirrok or at Valon or Vaions. 
at Dura* or at sum oper hauen of p at cuntroe and ristez Durszzo. 
him pare and byez him vitailes and schippez agayne and 
sailez to Cipre and aryuez pare at Famagost and comez Cyprus. 

32 no$t at pe lie of Rodes. Famagost es pe cliieff hauen 
of Cipre And pare he refreschez him and puruays him of 
vitailes and pan he gase to schippe and comez na mare on 


land 2 if he will before he come at porte Iaffe pat es pe j.ira. 

36 next hauen to ierusalem for it es bot a day iournee [2 fo1 ‘ 62 aI 
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and a half fra ierusalem pa* es to say .xxxvj. myle. Fra 
Bamieh. pe porte Iaffe men gaso to po citeo of Raines pc wliilk es 

bot a lytill peine and it es a faire citeo and a gude 
and mykiH folk perin. And wntAouten ]>at citee toward 4 
pe south is a kirk of oure lady whare oure lord scliewed 
him tiH liir in three cloudes pe wliilk bctakned pe 
trinitee And a lytift peine es ane o ]>er citee pat men 
Lid»u. callez Dispolis bot it bight sum tyme Lidda a faire citee 8 

and a welo inhabited. Jjare es a kirk of say no george 
whare he was hcuedid. Fra pcino men gaso to pe casteH 
Mountjoy. of Emaus And so to pe mount ioy pare may pilgrtmes 

first see to ierasalem At mount ioy liggez Samuel J>e 12 
prophete. Fra peine men gase to ierusalem. Beside |>ir 
ways es )>o citee of Ramatha and j>e mount Modyn And 
per off was Matathias Judos Machabcus fader And pare er 
pe graues of pe Machabecz. Beyond Ramatha es pe 16 
Tekoah. towne of Techue wharoff Amos pe prophete was And pare 

es his grafe. 


Another 

ronte. 


[1 fol.52 6] 


Arm of 8t 
George. 


Sinope. 


I hnfe talde $ow before of po haly placez p at er at 
ierusaleni and alx>ute it and perfore I will speke 20 
namare of pam at pis tyme, Bot I wift turne ognyiie and 
schewe $ow oper ways a man may passe mare by land 
and namely for paim pat may no$t suffer pe sauour of pe 
see bot es leuer to ga by land if nH it be pe mare payne. 24 
Fra a man be entred in to pe see he scliati passe tiH ane 
of pe hauens of lumbardy For pare pare es pe best making 
of purueawnce 1 of vitailes or he may passe to Iecn or 
Venice or sum oper And he saH passe by see into grece 28 
to pe porte Mirrok or to Valon or to Duras or sum oper 
hauen of pat cuntree And fra peine he saH ga by land to 
Constantinople And he saH passe po water p at es called 
Brace sayne george pe whilk es ane arme of pe see. And 32 
fra peine he saH by land ga to RuffyneR whare a gude 
casteH es and a strang And fra peine he saH ga to 
Puiueral and seyne to pe casteH of Synople and fra peine 
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to Capadoce pat es a grcto cuntreo whare er many grete 
hillas And he satt ga thurgli Turley to pe porte of 
Chiutok and to pe citoe of Nyke whilk es bot .vij. myle 
4 |>eine. J)at citeo wanne ])e Turkes fra )>e emperour of 
Constantinople and it es a faire citee and wele walled on 
J»e ta syde And on )>e toper syde es a grete lake and a 
grete ritier )>e whilk os called Lay. Fra J>eine men gase 
8 by Jjc hilles of Nairmont and by pe vales of Mailbrins 
aud straite fellcs And by pe toune of Ormanx or by )>e 
tonnes )jat cr on Riday and Scanton pe whilk er grete 
waters and noble And so to Antiocho ]>e lesse whilk es 
12 sett on )>e ryner of Riclay and pare aboutes er many gude 
hilles and faire and many faire wodes and grete plentee 
of wylde bestes forto hunt at 


Civitot, 

Nirsea. 


Heraclea, 
Icon in in. 


16 


Nd he pat wiH ga anoJ>er way he schaH ga by )>e 


playnes of Romany costayand )>e romayn see. 

On jmt coste es a faire casteft pat men callez Florach and 
it es right a strang place And vppermare amang pe 
mountaynes es a faire citeo pat es called Toursout 1 and ihnni. 

20 pe citee of Longemaath and J>e citoe of Assere and )>e cite [1 foL 53 al 
of Marmistre. And when a man es passed ]>ase moun- Mopsue«u. 
taynes and Jjase felles he gase by pe citee of Marioch ciutichidin 
and by Artoiso wbare es a grete brigg apon ]>e riuor of 
24 feme pat es called Farfar aud it es a grete riuer berand Pharpar 

or Omntes. 

schip^tes and it rynnes ri^t fast oute of fe mountaines to 
)>e cito of Damasc And l>esyde }>e citee of Damasc es 
ano per grete riuer J>at comes fra )>e hilles of liban whilk 
28 men callez Abbana. At ]>e passing of pis riuer saynt Abana. 
Eustace )>at sum tymo was called Placidas lost his wyf 
and his twa childer. J)is riuer rynnes tliurgh pe playne 
of Archades and so to ]>e reed see. Fra )>eine men gase 
32 to )»e cite of Phenice wliare er hate welles and hate bathez 
And J>an men gase to )>e cite of Feme and botwene 
Phenice and Ferae cr .x. myle. And pare er many faire 
woddes. And J>an men comez til Anthioche whilk es Antioch. 
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.x. myle peine And it es a fairs citee and wele walled 
aboute w»tA many fairs toures And it es a grete cite bot 
it was sum tyme gretter pan it esn owe For it was sura 
tyrae twa myle on lentil and on brede o)>er half myle 4 
And ihurgh pe myddes of \ol citee ranne J>e watsr of 
Farphar and a greto brigg ower it and pare ware sum 
tyme in pe walles aboute pis citee .ccc. and fyfty toures 
and at ilk a piler of pe brigg was a tours. Jjis es )>e 8 
cheeffe cite of pe kyngdom of Surry And ten myle fra J>is 
cite es )>© porte of Saynt Symeon and pare gase pe water 
ofE Farphar in to J>e see. Fra Antioche men gase to a 
LaodtcM. cite pat es called Lacuth and ]>aii to Oebel and pan to 12 
Torto«a. Tortouse and pars ners es pe land of Channel 1 and pars 
[i foi. m b] gg a gtrang caateH pot es called Maubek. Fra tortouse 
Tripoli passez men to Tryple by see or elles by land thurgh pe 

strayt of moimtaynes and felles and pars es a citee pat es 16 
called Qxbdet. Fra Triple gase men til Acres And fra 
peine er twa ways to ierusolem ps tane on pe left half 
and pe toper on pe ri^t half. By pe left way men gase 
by damasc and by pe flum Iordan, By pe ri$t way men 20 
gase by Maryn and by pe land of Flagramy. And ners 
Hair*. pe mountaynes vnto pe cite of Cayphas pat sum men 

callez pe casteH of Pilgrtines And fra peine to ierusolem 
er .iij. day iournez In pe whilk men schaH ga thurgh 24 
Our**. Cesaria Philippi and so to Iaffe and Rames and pe 

casteH of Emails and so to ierusolem. Now hafe I talde 
$ow sum ways by land and by watsr pat men may ga by 
to pe haly land after pe cuntreez p at pay com fra neuer- 28 
peles pai com aH til ane ende. 


The land 
journey. 


Pruaala, 

Tartary. 


} Yt es pars anopsr way to ierusolem aH by land and 
^ pnsse no$t pe see fra fraunce or flaundre* bot pat 
way es fuH lang and [>srlious and of grete trauaile and 32 
psrfore few gase pat way. He p at schaH ga pat way he 
schaH ga thurgh Almayne and Pruyss and so to Tartary. 
pis tartary es halden of pe grete Caan of Cathay of 
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wham I think to speke efterward. J)is es a fuH iH land 
and sandy and lytitt fruyt berand For pare growes na 
corne ne wyne ne beenes ne peese ne nanoper fruyt 
4 connble to man forto liffc wttA, Bot pare er bestez in 
grete plentee And perfore pai cte lx>t flesch witAouten 
breed and soupez pe broo And pai drink mylke of aH 
maner of bestez. 
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B.S. 37. The English Works of John Fisher, ed. J. E. B. Mayor. Part L (Reprinted 1935.) 19*. 1876 

0.8. 66. Conor Mundi, Id four Texts, ed. B. Morris. Part IV, with 3 autotypes. IS*. 1877 

67. Notes on Pien Plowman, by W. W. Skeat. Part L 85*. n 

B.6. 38. Lovelich’s Holy Grail, ed. F. J. FumivalL Part IIL (Out of print.) „ 

39. Barbour’s Bruce, ed. W. W. Skeat. Part ILL 25r. „ 

0.8. 68. Cursor Mundi, in 4 Texts, ed. B. Morris. Part V. 3Or. 1878 

69. Adam Davie’s 5 Dreams about Edward H, See., ed. F. J. FumivalL 6s. „ 

70. Generydes, a Romance, ed. W. Aldis Wright. Part II. 5s. „ 

B.8. SO. Lovelich’s Holy Grail, ed. F. J. FumivalL Part IV. (Out of print.) H 

31. The Alliterative Bomanoe of Alexander and Dindhnus, ed. W. W. Skeat 7s. 6 d. „ 


83. Starkey’s England in Henry Vm’s Time. Part L Starkey’s life and Letters, ed. 8. J. Heritage. 


9s. 6d. „ 

0.8. 71. The Lay Folks Mass-Book, four texts, ed. T. F. Simmons. (Out of print) 1879 

78. PaDadins on Huibondrie, englisht, ed. 8. J. Heritage. Part IL 6s. „ 

B.S. S3. Gesta Bomanorum, ed. 8. J. Heritage. (Out of print.) „ 

34. The Charlemagne Romances: 1. Sir Ferumbras, from Ashm. MS. 33, ed. 8. J. Heritage. (Out of print.) „ 
0.8. 78. The Bhckling Homilies, ed. B. Morris. Part ILL 12s 1880 

74. English Works of Wyclif, hitherto unprinted, ed. F. D. Matthew. (Out of print.) „ • 

B.S. 35. Charlemagne Romances: 8 . The Sege off Melayne, Sir OtueD. Sat, ed. 8. J. Heritage. (Out of print) „ 


86. Charlemagne Romanoes: 8. Lyf of Charles the Grete, ed. 8. J. Heritage. Part L 19s. „ 

0.8. 75. Catholioon Anglicum, an Engllsh-Latin Wordbook, from Lord Monson’s MB., A.D. 1483, ed., with 

Introduction and Notes, by B. J. Heritage and Preface by H. B. Wheatley. 84s. 1881 

76. NQlrio’s Metrical Lives of Saints, in MS. Cott. JuL E vn, ed. W. W. Skeat. Part L 20s. „ 

B.S. 87. Charlemagne Romances: 4. Lyf of Charles the Greta, ed. 8. J. Heritage. Part n (Out of print) „ 

38. Charlemagne Romanoes: 5. The Sowdone of Babylone, ed. B. Hauaknecht. (Out of print.) „ 

0.8. 77. Beowulf, the unique M8. autotyped and transliterated, ed. J. Zupitaa. (Re issued as No. 245. See 

under 1958.) 1883 


78. The Fifty Earliest English Wills, In the Court of Probate, 1387-1439, ed. F. J. FumivalL (Out of print.) „ 

B.8. 39. Charlemagne Romanoes: 8 . Rauf Coilyear, Roland, Otuel, Sat, ed. 8. J. Heritage. 18s. „ 

40. Charlemagne Romances: 7. Boon of Burdeux, by Lord Berners, ed. 8. L. Lee. PartL (Out of print.) „ 

0.8. 79. King Alfred’s Orosiux, from Lord Tollemache’s 9th-century MS., ed. H. Sweet. Parti. (Reprinted 

1959.) 30s. 188S 

79 b. Extra Volume. Facsimile of the Epinal Glossary, ed. H. Sweet. 30s. „ 

B.S. 41. Charlemagne Romances: 8. Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Berners, ed. 8. L. Lee. Part IL (Out of print.) „ 
42. Guy of Warwick: 2 texts (Auchlnleck MS. and Cains MB.), ed. J. Zupitaa. Part L (Out of print.) „ 

0.8. 80. The Life of St Katherine, B.M. Boyal MS. 17 A. xxvii, Ac., and its Latin Original, ed. B. Blnenkel. 

(Out of print.) 1884 

81. Piers Plowman: Glossary, Ac., ed. W. W. Skeat. Part IV ,completing the work. (Out of print.) „ 
B.S. 48. Charlemagne Romanoes: 9. Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Berners, ed. 8. L. Lee. Part ELL (Out of print) „ 
44. Charlemagne Romanoes: 10. The Foure Sonnes of Aymon, ed. Oct*via Richardson. PartL (Out of print.) „ 
0.8. 83. ZEQfric’s Metrical Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. JuL B vn, ed. W. W. 8keat. Part IL 20s. 1885 

83. The Oldest English Texts, Charters, Ac., ed. H. Sweet. (Reprinted 1957.) 42s. „ 

B.S. 45. Charlemagne Romanoes: 11. The Foure Sonnes of Aymon, ed. 0. Richardson. Part II. (Out of print) „ 
46. Sir Beves of Hamtoun, ed. B. KOlbing. Part I. (Out of print.) „ 

0.8. 84. Additional Analogs to ‘The Wright’s Chaste Wife’, OB. IS, by W. A. Olouston. Is. 1886 

85. The Three Kings of Cologne, ed. 0. Horetmann. 20s. 6 d. „ 

86. Prose Lives of Women Saints, ed. C. Horetmann. 14s. „ 

B.S. 47. The Wars of Alexander, ed. W. W. Skeat. (Out of print) „ 

48. Sir Beves of Hamtoun, ed. B. KOlbing. Part IL (Out of print) „ 

0.8. 87. The Early Bouth-Rngliah Legendary, Laud MS. 108, ed. 0. Horetmann. (Out of print.) 1887 

88. Hy. Bradshaw’s Life of St. Werburghe (Pynson, 1521), ed. 0. Hortsmann. 12s. „ 

B.8. 49. Guy of Warwick, 2 texts (Auchlnleck and Caiua MS8.), ed. J. Zupitaa. Part II. (Out of print) „ 

50. Charlemagne Romances: 12. Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Berners, ed. 8. L. Lee. Part IV. (Out of print) * 

51. Torrent of Portyngale, ed. B. Adam. (Out of print.) „ 

OB. 89. Woes and Virtues, ed. F. Holthausen. Part L 15s. 1888 

90. Anglo-Saxon and Latin Rule of SL Benet, interlinear Glosses, ed. H Logeman. 20s. „ 

91. Two Fifteenth-Century Cookery-Books, ed. T. Austin. (Out of print.) „ 

B.S. 52. Bullein’s Dialogue against the Feuer Pestilence, 1678, ed. M. and A. H. Builen. 12s. „ 

63. Vicary’s Anatomic of the Body of Man, 1648, ed. 1577, ed. F. J. and Percy FumivalL Part L 18s. „ 

64. The Curial made by maystere Alain Charretier, translated by William Caxton, 1484, ed. F. J. 


Fumivall and P. Meyer. 6s. „ 

0 A 93. Eadwine’s Canterbury Psalter, from the Trin. Oambr. MS., ed. F. Hanley, Part IL 14s. 1889 

93. Defensor’s Liber Sdntillaram, ed. B. Rhodes. 80s. „ 

B.S. 55. Barbour’s Bruce, ed. W. W. Skeat. Part IV. 6s. „ 

56. Eariy English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis. Part V, the present English Dialects. 30s. 1889 

0.8. 94. flMric’s Metrical Lives of Saints, M8. Cott. JuL B vn, ed. W. W. 8keat. Part m. 80s. 1890 


95. The Old-English Version of Bede’s Eoclcrisetteal History, re-ed. T. Miller. Part 1,1. (Reprinted 

1959.) 30s. 

B.S. 57. Caxton’s Eneydos, ed. W. T. Colley and F. J. FumivalL (Out of print.) 
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58. Caxton’s Blanchardyn and Eglantine, c. 1489, ed. L. Kellner. (Out of print.) 1890 

96. The Old-English Version o! Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, re-ed. T. Miller. Part I, 2. (.Reprinted 

1959.) 30*. 1891 

97. The Earliest English Prose Psalter, ed. K. D. Bnelbrlng. Part I. 18*. 

59. Guy of Warwick, 2 texts (Auchinleck and Calue MSS.), ed. J. Zupitza. Part m. (Out of print.) 

60. Lydgate’s Temple of Glas, re-ed. J. Schick. 18*. 
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99. Conor Mondi. Preface, Notes, and Glossary, Part VI, ed. R. Morris. 12*. 

B.8. 61. Hooclere’s Minor Poems, L from the PhUlipps and Durham MSS., ed. F. J. FumivalL 18*. 

62. The Chester Plays, re-ed. H. Deluding. Part I. (Reprinted 1959.) 25*. 

OB. 100. Capgrave’s Life of St. Katharine, ed. 0. Horetmann, with Forewords by F. J. FumivalL 24*. 

101. Cursor Mondi. EBBay on the MSS., their Dialects, &c* by H. Hupe. Part Vil. 12*. 

BB. 65. Thomas 4 Kempis’s De Imitatione Christ!, ed. J. K. Ingram. ( Out of print.) 

64. Caxton’s Godeffroy of Boloyne, or The Siege and Conquests of Jerusalem, 1481, ed. Mary N. 

Colvin. 18*. „ 

102. Lanfrano’s Science of Cirorgie, ed. R. von Fleischhacker. Part L 24*. 1894 

108. The Legend of the Cross, ftc* ed. A. 8. Napier. 15*. 

66. Sir Beves of Hamtoon, ed. B. KOlbing. Part m. ( Out of print.) 

66. Lydgate’s and Borgh’s Secrees of Philisoffres (‘Governance of Kings and Princes’), ed. R. Steele. 

(Out of print.) 

104. The Exeter Book (Anglo-Saxon Poems), re-ed. L Gollancz. Part L ( Reprinted 1958.) 30*. 

105. The Prymer or Lay Folks’ Prayer Book, Camb. Unlv. MS., ed. H. Littlehales. Part I. 12*. 

67. The Three Kings’ Sons, a Romance, ed. F. J. FumivalL Part I, the Text. ( Ota of print.) 

68. Melosine, the prose Romance, ed. A. K. Donald. Part I, the Text. (Out of print.) 

106. R. Misyn’s Fire of Love and Mending of Life (Hampole), ed. R. Harvey. 18*. 

107. The English Conqoest of Ireland, a.d. 1166-1185, 2 Texts, ed. F. J. Furnivall. Part I. 18*. 

69. Lydgate’s Assembly of the Gods, ed. O. L. Triggs. (Reprinted 1957.) 25*. 

70. The Digby Plays, ed. F. J. Furnivall. (Out of print.) 

108. Child-Marriages and -Divorces, Trothplights, ftc. Chester Depositions, 1561-6, ed. F. J. Furnivall. 18*. 1897 

109. The Prymer or lay Folks’ Prayer Book, ed. H. Littlehales. Part n. 12*. 

71. The Towneley Plays, ed. G. England and A. W. Pollard. (Re-istued 1952.) 24*. 

72. Hoccleve’s Regement of Princes, and 14 Poems, ed. F. J. Furnivall. (Out of print.) 

75. Hoccleve’s Minor Poems, H, from the Ashbumham MS., ed. I. Gollancz. ( Out of print.) „ 

OB. 110. The Old-English Version of Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, ed. T. Miller. Part II, 1. 18*. 1898 

111. The Old-English Version of Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, ed. T. Miller. Part n, 2. 18*. 

BB. 74. Secreta Secretorom, 3 prose EnglishingB, one by Jas. Yonge, 1428, ed. R. Steele. Part I. 24*. 

75. Specohun Goldonis de Warwyk, ed. G. L. Morrill. 12*. „ 

O.S. 112. Merlin. Part IV. Outlines of the Legend of Merlin, by W. E. Mead. 18*. 1899 

115. Queen Elizabeth’s Englishings of Boethius, Plutarch, &e* ed. C. Pemberton. 18*. 

B.S. 76. George Ashby’s Poems, ftc* ed. Mary Bateson. 18*. 

77. Lydgate’s DeGoilleville’s Pilgrimage of the Lite of Man , ed. F. J. Furnivall. Part I. (Out of print.) 

78. The Life and Death of Mary Magdalene, by T. Robinson, e. 1620, ed. H. O. Sommer. 6*. 

O.S. 114. SUric’s Metrical Lives of Saints, ed. W. W. Skeat. Part IV and last. 30*. 

115. Jaoob’s Well, ed. A. Brandeis. Part I. 12*. 

116. An Old-English Martyrology, re-ed. G. Herzfeld. 20*. 

B.8. 79. Caxton’s Dialogues, Engiiah and French, ed. H. Bradley. 12*. 

80. Lydgate’s Two Nightingale Poems, ed. O. Glauning. 6*. 

81. The English Works of John Gower, ed. G. C. Macaulay. Part I. (Reprinted 1957.) 40*. 

117. Minor Poems of the Vernon MS* ed. F. J. FumivalL Part II. 18*. 

118. The Lay Folks’ Catechism, ed. T. F. Simmons and H. B. Nolloth. 6*. 

119. Robert of Branne’s Handlyng Synne, and its French original, re-ed. F. J. Furnivall. Part I. ( Out of 

print.) 

B.S. 82. The English Works of John Gower, ed. G. 0. Macaulay. Part n. (Reprinted 1957.) 40*. 

83. Lydgate’s DeGuilleville’s Pilgrimage of the Ufa of Man , ed. F. J. Furnivall. Part II. ( Out of print.) „ 

84. Lydgate’s Reason and Sensuality, ed. E. Sieper. Part I. ( Out of print.) „ 

120. The Role of St. Benet in Northern Prose and Verse, and Caxton's Summary, ed. E. A. Kock. 18*. 1902 

121. The Land MS. Troy-Book, ed. J. E. WUlfing. Part L 18*. 

85. Alexander Scott’s Poems, 1568, ed. A. K. Donald. ( Out of print.) 

86. William of Shoreham’s Poems, re-ed. M. Konrath. Part I. (Out of print.) 

87. Two Coventry Corpus Christi Plays, re-ed. H. Craig. 16*. (See under 1962.) „ 

OB. 122. The Land MS. Troy-Book, ed. by J. E. WUlfing. Part II. 24*. 1903 

123. Robert of Branne’s Handlyng Synne, and its French original, re-ed. F. J. FuraivalL Part n. ( Out of 
print.) 

BB. 88. Le Morte Arthur, re-ed. J. D. Brace. (Reprinted 1959.) 30*. 

89. Lydgate’s Reason and Sensuality, ed. E. Sieper. Part IL 18*. 

90. English Fragments from Latin Medieval Service-Books, ed. H. Littlehales. (Out of print.) 

OB. 124. Twenty-six Political and other Poems from Digby MS. 102, ftc., ed. J. Kail. Part L 12*. 

0.8. 125. Medieval Records of a London (Sty Church, ed. H. Littlehales. Part L 12*. 

126. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. M. M. Banks. Part L 12*. 

BB. 91. The Macro Plays, ed. F. J. Furnivall and A. W. Pollard. ( Out of print.) 

92. Lydgate’sDeGnileville’sPi]grimageoftheLifeotMan,ed.KatherineB.Locock. Partin. (Out o/prirrt.) „ 

93. Lovelidi’s Romance of Merlin, from the unique MS* ed. E. A. Kock. Part L 12*. 
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0.8. 127. An Alphabet of Tales, In Northern English, from the Latin, ed. M. M. Banks. Part II. 12a. 1905 

128. Medieval Records of a London City Church, ed. H. Littlehales. Part II. 12i. 

129. The English Register of Godstow Nunnery, ed. A. Clark. Part I. 12*. 

E.S. 94. Respublica, a Play on a Social England, ed. L. A. Magnus. ( Out of print. See under 1946.) 

95. Lovelich’s History of the Holy QraiL Part V. The Legend of the Holy Grail, ed. Dorothy Kempe. 

7*. 6d. 

96. Mirk’s Festial, ed. T. Erbe. Part I. 14*. 

0.8. ISO. The English Register of Godstow Nunnery, ed. A. Clark. Part II. 18*. 

131. The Brut, or The Chronicle of ed. P. Brie. Part L ( Reprinted 1960.) 25*. 

132. John Metham’s Works, ed. n. Craig. 18*. 

B.8. 97. Lydgate’s Troy Book, ed. H. Bergen. Part I, Books I and II. (Out of print.) 

98. 8kelton’a Magnyfycence, ed. R. L. Ramsay. ( Reprinted 1958.) 30*. 

99. The Romance of Emard, re-ed. Edith Rickert. ( Reprinted 1958.) 15*. 

0.8. 133. The English Register of Oseney Abbey, by Oxford, ed. A. Clark. Part I. 18*. 

134. The Coventry Leet Book, ed. M. Dormer Harris. Part I. 18*. 

E.S. 100. The Harrowing of Hell, and The Gospel of Nicodemus, re-ed. W. H. Holme. (Out of print.) 

101. Songs, Carols, Ac., from Richard Hill’s Balliol MS., ed. R. Dyboeki. 18*. 

0.8. 135. The Coventry Leet Book, ed. M. Dormer Harris. Part II. 18 j. 

135 b. Extra Issue. Prof. Manly’s Piers Plowman and its Sequence, urging the fivefold authorship of the 
Vision. (Out of print.) 

136. The Brut, or The Chronicle of England, ed. F. Brie. Part n. 18*. 

E.S. 102. Promptorium Parvulorum, the 1st English-Latin Dictionary, ed. A. L. Mayhew. 25*. 6 d. 

103. Lydgate’s Troy Book, ed. H. Bergen. Part n, Book in. (Out of print.) 

0.8. 137. Twelfth-Century Homilies in MS. Bodley 343, ed. A. O. Belfour. Part I, the Text. ( Out of print.) 1909 
138. The Coventry Leet Book, ed. M. Dormer Harris. Part III. 18*. 

B.8. 104. The Non-Cycle Mystery Plays, re-ed. O. Waterhouse. (Out of print.) 

105. The Tale of Beryn, with the Pardoner and Tapster, ed. F. J. Fumivall and W. G. Stone. (Out of 

print.) „ 

O.S. 139. John Arderne’s Treatises on Fistula in Ano, Ac., ed. D’Arcy Power. 18*. 1910 

139 b, e, d, e,f. Extra Issue. The Piers Plowman Controversy: b. Dr. Jusserand’s 1st Reply to Prof. Manly; 
e. Prof. Manly’s Answer to Dr. Jusserand; d. Dr. Jusserand’s 2nd Reply to ProL Manly; e. Mr. R. W. 
Chambers’s Article; /. Dr. Henry Bradley’s Rejoinder to Mr. R. W. Chambers. ( Out of print.) 

140. Capgrave’s Lives of St. Augustine and 8t. Gilbert of Sempringham, ed. J. Monro. (Out of print.) 

E.S. 106. Lydgate’s Troy Book, ed. H. Bergen. Part III. ( Out of print.) 

107. Lydgate’s Minor Poems, ed. H. N. MacCracken. Part I. Religious Poems. (Out of print.) 

0.8. 141. Earth upon Earth, all the known texta, ed., with an Introduction, by Hilda Murray. (Out of print.) 

142. The English Register of Godstow Nunnery, ed. A. Clark. Part ILL 12*. 

143. The Prose Life of Alexander, Thornton MS., ed. J. 8. Westlake. 12*. 

B.8. 108. Lydgate’s Siege of Thebes, re-ed. A. Erdmann. Part I, the Text. (Reprinted 1960.) 24*. 

109. Partonope, re-ed. A. T. BOdtker. The Texts. (Out of print.) 

O.S. 144. The English Register of Oseney Abbey, by Oxford, ed. A. Clark. Part II. 12*. 

145. The Northern Passion, ed. F. A. Footer. Part I, the four parallel texts. 18*. 

B.8. 110. Caxton’s Mirrour of the World, with all the woodcuts, ed. O. H. Prior. (Out of print.) 

111. Caxton’s History of Jason, the Text, Part I, ed. J. Munro. 18*. 

O.S. 146. The Coventry Leet Book, ed. M. Dormer Harris. Introduction, Indexes, Ac. Part IV. 12*. 

147. The Northern Passion, ed. F. A. Foster, Introduction, French Text, Variants and Fragments, Glossary. 

Part II. 18*. 

[An enlarged reprint of O.S. 26, Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse, from the Thornton MS., ed. 

G. G. Perry. 6*.) 

E.S. 112. Lovelich’s Romance of Merlin, ed. E. A. Kock. Part n. (Out of print.) 

113. Poems by Sir John Salusbury, Robert Chester, and others, from Christ Church MS. 184, Ac., ed. 
Oarleton Brown. 18*. 
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A Fifteenth-Century Courtesy Book and Two Franciscan Rules, ed. R. W. Chambers and W. W. Be ton. 

9*. 1914 

Lincoln Diocese Documents, 1450-1544, ed. Andrew a ark. 18*. „ 

The Old-English Rule of Bp. Chrodegang, and the Capitula of Bp. Theodulf, ed. A. S. Napier. 15*. 

The Gild of St. Mary, Lichfield, ed. F. J. Fumivall. 18*. 

The Chester Plays, re-ed. J. Matthews. Part n. ( Reprinted 1959.) 25*. „ 

The Lanteme of Light, ed. Lilian M. Swinbum. (Out of print.) 1915 

Early English Homilies, from Cott. Veep. D. rrv, ed. Ruble Warner. Part I, Text. ( Out of print.) „ 
The Pauline Epistles, ed. M. J. Powell. 18*. „ 

Bp. Fisher’s English Works, ed. R. Bayne. Part II. 18*. „ 

Mandeville’s Travels, ed. P. Hameliua. Part I, Text. (Reprinted 1960.) 25*. 1916 

Mandeville’s Travels, ed. P. Hameliua. Part II, No tee and Introduction. 18*. 

The Earliest Arithmetics in English, ed. R. Steele. 18*. 

The Owl and Nightingale, 2 Texta parallel, ed. G. F. H. Sykes and J. H. G. Grattan. ( Reprinted 1959.) 

20 *. 

The Wheatley MS., ed. Mabel Day. 36*. 
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E.S. 120. Lodus Coven triae, ed. K. 6. Block. (Out of print.) 1917 

0.8. 156. Reginald Pecock’s Donet, from Bodl. MS. 916, ed. Elsie V. Hitchcock. 42 a. 1918 

B.S. 121. Lydgate’s Fall of Princes, ed. H. Bergen. Part I. (Out of print.) „ 

122. Lydgate’s Fall of Princes, ed. H. Bergen. Part II. (Out of print.) „ 

0.8. 167. Harmony of the Lite of Christ, from MS. Pepys 2498, ed. Margery Goatee. 18s. 1919 


158. Meditations on the Life and Passion of Christ, from MS. Add., 11307, ed. Charlotte D'Evelyn. ( Out 

of print.) „ 

E.S. 123. Lydgate’s Fall of Princes, ed. H. Bergen. Part in. ( Out of print.) „ 

124. Lydgate’s Fall of Princes, ed. H. Bergen. Part TV. (Out of print.) „ 

0.8. 169. Vioes and Virtues, ed. F. Holthaosen. Part II. 14s. 1920 

[A re-edition of O.S. 18, Hall Meidenhad, ed. 0. Cockayne, with a variant MS., Bodl. 34, hitherto 

unprinted, ed. F. J. Furnivall. (Out of print.)] „ 

E.8. 135. Lydgate’s Siege of Thebes, ed. A. Erdmann and E. EkwalL Part n. 24s. „ 

126. Lydgate’s Troy Book, ed. H. Bergen. Part IV. 18s. „ 


0.8. 160. The Old H"gH«h Heptateuch, M8. Cott. Claud. B. iv, ed. 8. J. Crawford. (Out of print.) 1921 

161. Three OJS. Prose Texts, MS. Cott. Vit. A. xv, ed. 8. Rypins. 30s. 

162. Facsimile of MS. Cotton Nero A. x (Pearl, Cleanness, Patience and Sir Gawaln), Introduction by 

I. Gollancz. (Reprinted. 1955.) 100s. 1922 

163. Book of the Foundation of 8t. Bartholomew’s Church in London, ed. N. Moore. 12s. 1923 

164. Peoock’s Folewer to the Donet, ed. Elsie V. Hitchcock. (Out of print.) „ 


166. Middleton’s Chinon of England, with Leland’s Assertio Arturii and Robinson’s translation, ed. W. E. 


Mead. (Out of print.) „ 

166. 8tansaio Life of Christ, ed. Frances A. Foster. (Out of print.) 1924 

167. Trerisa’s Dialogue inter Militem et Qericnm, Sermon by FitaRalph, and Bygynnyng of the World, 

ed. A. J. Perry. (Out of print.) „ 

168. Gaxton’s Ordre of Chyualry, ed. A. T. P. Bylee. ( Out of print.) 1926 

169. The Southern Passion, ed. Beatrice Brown. (Out of print.) „ 

170. Walton’s Boethius, ed. M. Science. (Out of print.) „ 

171. Pecock’s Reule of Cristen Religioun, ed. W. 0. Greet. (Out of print.) 1926 

172. The Seege or Batayle ol Troye, ed. M. E. Bamicle. (Out of print.) „ 

173. Hawes’ Pastime ol Pleasure, ed. W. E. Mead. 18s. 1927 

174. Hie life of St. Anne, ed. R. E. Parker. (Out of print.) „ 

176. Barclay’s Eclogues, ed. Beatrice White. (Out of print.) „ 

176. Caxton’s Prologues and Epilogues, ed. W. J. B. Crotch. (Reprinted 1956.) 30s. „ 

177. Byrhtferth’s Mannal, ed. 8. J. Crawford. (Out of print.) 1928 

178. The Revelations of St. Birgitta, ed. W. P. Camming. 12s. „ 

179. The Caste 11 of Pleasure, ed. R. Cornelius. 16s. „ 

180. The Apologye of Syr Thomas More, ed. A. I. Taft. (Out of print.) 1929 

181. The Dance of Death, ed. F. Warren. ( Out of print.) „ 

182. Speculum Christian!, ed. G. Holmstedt. 30s. „ 

183. The Northern Passion (Supplement), ed. W. He user and Frances Foster. 9s. 1930 

184. The Poems ol John Audelay, ed. Ella K. Whiting. 33s. 6 d. „ 

185. Lovelicb’s Merlin, ed. E. A. Kock. Part m. 30s. „ 

186. Harps&eld’s Lile of More, ed. Elsie V. Hitchcock and R. W. Chambers. (Out of print.) 1931 

187. Whittinton and 8tanbridge’s Vulgaria, ed. B. White. 14s. „ 

188. The Siege of Jerusalem, ed. E. Kolblng and Mabel Day. 18s. „ 

189. Caxton’s Fayttes of Arnes and ol Chyualrye, ed. A. T. Bylee. 26s. 6 d. 1932 

190. English Mediaeval Lapidaries, ed. Joan Evans and Mary Serjeantson. 20s. „ 

191. The Seven Sages, ed. K. Brunner. 28s. 6 d. „ 

Extra Issue. On the Continuity ol English Prose, by R. W. Chambers. (Reprinted 1957.) 14s. „ 

192. Lydgate’s Minor Poems, ed. H. N. MacCracken. Part II, Secular Poems. (Out of print.) 1933 

193. Seinte Marherete, re-ed. Frances Mack. (Reprinted 1958.) 30s. „ 

194. The Exeter Book, Part H, ed. W. S. Mackie. ( Reprinted 1958.) 25 s. „ 

196. The Quatretoil of Love, cd. I. Gollancz and M. Weale. 6s. 1934 


196. A Short English Metrical Chronicle, ed. E. ZettL 24s. 

197. Roper’S Life of More, ed. Elsie V. Hitchcock. (Reprinted 1958.) 20s. 

198. Firumbras and Otuel and Roland, ed. Mary O’Sullivan. (Out of print.) 

199. Mum and the Sothsegger, ed. Mabel Day and R. Steele. 14s. 

200. Speculum Sacerdotale, ed. E. H. Weatherly. 20s. 

201. Knyghthode and Bataile, ed. R. Dyboaki and Z. M. A rend. 20s. 

202 . Palsgrave’s Acolastus. ed. P. L. Carver. 24s. 

203. Amis and Amiloun, ed. MacEdward Leach. 14s. 

204. Valentine and Orson, ed. Arthur Dickson. 24s. 

206. Tales from the Decameron, ed. H. G. Wright. 20s. ^ k 

206. Bokenham's Lives of Holy Women (Lives ol the 8aintsN JdQia|y S. Serjeantson. 21s. 6 d. 

207. Liber de Diversis Medidnis, ed. Margaret S. Ogden. 12s. 
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S08. The Parker Chronicle and Lavs (facsimile), ed. R. Flower and A. H. Smith. 84s. 1937 

209. Middle English Sermons from MS. Roy. 18 B. win . ed. W. O. Roes. 30#. 1938 

310. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, ed. I. Goll&ncx. With Introductory essays by Mabel Day and 

M. S. Serjeautson. ( Reprinted 1957.) 10#. „ 

311. Dictes and Sayings ol the Philosophers, ed. 0. F. BUhler. 30#. 1939 

313. The Book ol Margery Kempe, Fart I, ed. 8. B. Meech and Hope Emily Allen. 30#. „ 

213. JKlfr in’e Da Temporibus Anni , ed. H. HeneL 30#. 1940 

314. Morley’s Translation o! Boccaccio’s De Claris Mnlieribns, ed. H. Q. Wright. 31#. 6 d. „ 

315. En glish Poems o! Charles ol Orleans, Part I, ed. R. Steele. 31#. 6 <L 1941 

316. The Latin Text of the Ancrene Riwle, ed. Charlotte D'Eveiyn. (, Reprinted 1957.) 31#. 6d. „ 

317. Book ol Vices and Virtues, ed. W. Nelson Francis. 53#. 6d. 1943 

318. The Cloud ol Unknowing and the Book ol Privy Counselling, ed. Phyllis Hodgson. ( Reprinted 1958.) 

40#. 1943 

319. The French Text ol the Ancrene Riwle, B.M. Cotton MS. Vitelllus. F. vn, ed. J. A. Herbert. 28#. „ 

330. English Poems ol Charles ol Orleans, Part II, ed. R. Steele and Mabel Day. 10#. 6d. 1944 

331. Sir Degrevant, ed. L. F. Caseon. 62#. 6d. „ 

333. Bo. Ba.’sLifeo! Syr Thomas More, ed. Elsie V. Hitchcock and Mgr. P. E. Hallett. ( Reprinted 1957.) 

35#. 1945 

323. Tretyse ol Lone, ed. J. H. Fisher. 28#. „ 

224. Atbelfton, ed. A. Mcl. Trounce. ( Reprinted 1957.) 15«. 1946 

225. The English Text ol the Ancrene Riwle, B.M. Cotton MS. Nero A. HV,ed. Mabel Day. (Reprinted 1957.) 

25#. ,, 

226. Respublica, re-ed. W. W. Greg. 18#. 6 d. „ 

327. Kyng Alisaunder, ed. G. V. Smlthers. Vol. I, Text. 35#. 1947 

228. The Metrical Lite ol St. Robert ol Knaresborough, ed. J. Bax Ire. 25#. n 

229. The KngHeh Text ol the Ancrene Riwle, Gonville and Cains College MS. 334/130, ed. R. M. Wilson. 

With an Introduction by N. R. Ker. (Reprinted 1957.) 35#. 1948 

230. The Life ol St George by Alexander Barclay, ed. W. Nelson. ( Reprinted 1960.) 28#. „ 

231. Deonise Hid Diuinite, and other treatises related to The Cloud of Unknowing, ed. Phyllis Hodgson. 

(Reprinted 1958.) 30#. 1949 

232. The English Text ol the Ancrene Riwle, B.M. Royal MS. 8 0.1, ed. A. O. Baugh. (Reprinted 1958.) 20«. „ 

233. The Bibliotheca Histories ol Diodorus Siculus translated by John Skelton, ed. F. M. Salter and 

H. L. R. Edwards. VoLI.Text. 42#. 1960 

234. Caxton: Paris and Vienne, ed. MacEdward Leach. 30«. 1951 

236. The South English Legendary, Corpus Ohristi College Cambridge MS. 145 and B.M. M.S. Harley 

2277, &c., ed. Charlotte D^Evelyn and Anna J. Mill. Text, VoL L 35#. 

236. The South English Legendary. Text, VoL II. 35#. 

[E.S. 87. Two Coventry Corpus Christ! Plays, re-ed. H. Craig. Second Edition. 16#.] „ 

237. Kyng Alisaunder, ed. G. V. 8 mi there. VoL U, Introduction, Commentary, and Glossary. 37#. 6d. 1963 

338. The Phonetic Writings ol Robert Robinson, ed. E. J. Dobson. 38#. „ 

339. The Bibliotheca Histories ol Diodorus Siculus translated by John Skehou, ed. F. M. Salter and 

H. L. R. Edwards. VoL II. Introduction, Notes, and Glossary. 15#. 1954 

340. The Trench Text of the Ancrene Riwle, Trinity College, Cambridge, MS. R. 14. 7, ed. W. H. 

Trethewey. 45#. „ 

341. pt Wohunge ol ure Lauerd, and other pieces, ed. W. Meredith Thompson. 33#. 1955 

242. The Salisbury Psalter, ed. Celia Sisam and Kenneth Steam. 84#. 1955-56 

243. George Cavendish : The Life and Death ol Cardinal Wolsey, ed. Richard 8. Sylvester. 35#. 1957 

244. The South English Legendary. VoL III, Introduction and Glossary, ed. Charlotte D'Evelyn. 25#. „ 

245. Beowulf (facsimile). With Transliteration by J. Zupitaa, new collotype plates, and Introduction 

by N. Davis. 70#. 1958 

246. The Parlement ol the Thre Ages, ed. M. Y. Offord. 28#. 1959 

247. Facsimile of MS. Bodley 84 (Katherine Group). With Introduction by N. R. Ker. 42#. „ 

The following is a select list of forthcoming volumes. Other texts are under consideration: 

iEUric: Catholic TTntniliM, First Series, ed. P. Clemoes. 

The Paston Letters, ed. N. Davis. 

The English Text ol the Ancrene Riwle, edited from all the extant manuscripts: 

Bodleian MS. Vernon, ed. G. V. Smithere. 

Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, MS. 402, ed. J. R. R. Tolkien. (At preu.) 

B.M. Cotton MS. Titus D. XVIU, ed. Frances M. Mack. 

B.M. Cotton MS. Cleopatra C. VI, ed. A. H. Smith. 

(It is alto hoped to issue a revised edition of Magdalene College , Cambridge, MS. Pepys 2498.) 

Lasamon’s Brut, ed. G. L. Brook and R. F. Leslie., (At preu.) 

The Vork Plays, re-ed. Arthur Brown. 

The Macro Play#, re-ed. Mark Eccles. —. > 

The Cely Letters, ed. A. H. Hanham. _) 
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